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Congressman Gallegly Introduces Bill On Liability For Rail Passenger Accidents

U.S. Representative Elton Gallegly (R-24-CA) has introduced H.R.304, a bill that would amend the limitation on liability for certain passenger rail accidents or incidents. This bill has been jointly referred to the House Judiciary Committee and the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  The U.S. Congress adopted the Amtrak Reform and Accountability Act of 1997 (ARAA), which served to limit the overall damages from passenger claims to $200 million and explicitly authorized passenger rail providers to enter into indemnification agreements.  This law (P.L. 105-134, 111 Stat. 2570) would be modified by the legislation introduced in the 112th Congress by Congressman Elton Gallegly (R-24) on January 18, 2011.  Our Board previously adopted an Oppose/Work with Author position for HR. 6150, a similar bill introduced by Congressman Gallegly last year.

Union Station Purchase Subject of Media Inquiries

This afternoon, Los Angeles Times and Associated Press reporters will report on negotiations by Metro to purchase Union Station. Reporters’ interest was prompted by a press release issued by the California High Speed Rail Authority (HSRA) that it will set aside more than $30 million in federal funding for property acquisition and railway development in the Los Angeles area. The press release indicated that some of the funds may be used to acquire Union Station. We did not disclose details about negotiations with ProLogis, but noted we are interested in expanding Union Station’s role as a transportation hub for the region. Staff noted that high speed rail and the Measure R projects and the need to accommodate bus operations at Union Station make it a logical purchase. There is a revenue stream from carriers such as Amtrak and Metrolink and huge development potential at the 38-acre site. The purchase must be approved by our Board of Directors and also would need approvals by the HSRA board. Action is expected by Spring.     http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov/pr_laus.aspx
     

Texas Transportation Institute to Release Annual Traffic Study

The Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) will distribute the findings of its annual Urban Mobility Report tomorrow. In past years, the Urban Mobility Report has presented national, regional and local rankings in several key areas, including annual travel delay per peak commuter, fuel wasted due to traffic delays, financial cost of congestion per peak commuter and length of rush hour traffic conditions. Our planning staff will review the report once it is issued tomorrow to see how LA County ranked in the study. The report is embargoed for release until tomorrow, however reporters were given advanced copies. The Daily News inquired today regarding the release of the report. Staff told the reporter that while we haven’t received the actual report, a lot of transportation improvement projects are in the works here in LA County thanks to the passage of Measure R. It was noted that in an effort to advance those projects, Metro’s Board of Directors adopted the 30/10 initiative to advance construction of those project over a 10 year period instead of 30 years. Stories on the report may run tomorrow. 

Expo Construction Notice
As part of construction of the Expo Line project, work crews will implement intermittent lane closures on eastbound and westbound Jefferson Boulevard at Hauser Boulevard for street reconstruction and paving.  Construction is scheduled to take place at 9:00 a.m. Friday, January 21 through 6:00 a.m. Monday, January 24, 2011. Please click here to view the complete construction notice.


	

	








