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House Republican Group Calls for Elimination of Federal New Starts Program

Today, a conservative group of House Republicans unveiled a legislative proposal that seeks to cut more than $2.5 trillion from the Federal Budget over the coming decade. The plan, released by the chairman of the Republican Study Group, Rep. Jim Jordan (R-OH), would primarily target cutting non-defense appropriations programs. These programs would include, but not be limited to, transportation programs like the Federal New Starts program. Over the past several decades, our agency has secured billions of dollars in New Starts funds for projects like the Metro Red Line and the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension. Currently, our agency is seeking New Starts funds for the Regional Connector and the Westside Subway Extension. As outlined by the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) discretionary New Starts program is the federal government’s primary financial resource for supporting locally-planned, implemented, and operated transit "guideway" capital investments. From heavy to light rail, from commuter rail to bus rapid transit systems, the FTA's New Starts program has helped to make possible hundreds of new or extended transit fixed guideway systems across the country. These rail and bus investments, in turn, have improved the mobility of millions of Americans; have helped to reduce congestion and improve air quality in the areas they serve; and have fostered the development of viable, safer, and more livable communities. 

The Republican Study Committee is a group of over 165 House Republicans organized for the purpose of advancing a conservative social and economic agenda in the U.S. House of Representatives.
California Transportation Commission Approves $260 M in Transportation Funding for Los Angeles County

The California Transportation Commission (CTC) today released $260 M in funding for transportation improvements in Los Angeles County.  Many of the funding requests had been pending the now cancelled Spring State of California bond sale, raising concerns that the funding approval would not be forthcoming from the CTC today.  Prior to the CTC meeting, Caltrans had announced that updated cash flow demand figures for funds from prior bond sales made the CTC action today possible.  

The funding commitments released today are partially funded from prior bond sales.  The CTC and Caltrans are assuming that there will be a Fall 2011 sale to provide additional funds for the Los Angeles County projects allocated today.  Please click here to view list of projects.
LA Times Inquiry Regarding: Texas Transportation Institute Annual Traffic Study

The LA Times inquired today regarding the Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) findings in its annual Urban Mobility Report that was released today. Media Relations distributed a statement from Metro Board Chair Don Knabe that said:

The Texas Transportation Institute’s congestion report released this morning serves as a warning bell for the region that we must continue our efforts to improve mobility options as the nation begins to see the economy recovering and congestion increasing.

Clearly, the report shows some good news: LA County is ranked #1 for operational improvements that have reduced 63 million hours of annual delay, resulting in cost savings of $1.5 billion.  Equally important is the fact that the region ranks # 4 in the nation in terms of transit improvements, annually reducing 33 million hours of delay and $733 million because of our bus and rail transportation system.

While it certainly is no surprise that LA County suffers from traffic congestion, it is important to note that over the last 20 years we have managed to hold steady even though the county’s population has grown by 1.5 million people. We’ve done so through the expansion of our rail and bus network, the addition of carpool lanes to area freeways and aggressive outreach programs to get people to rideshare by joining a large network of car and vanpools to combat congestion.

As the economic recovery continues and congestion begins to rise, it is important that we implement additional transportation improvements through Measure R, LA County’s half-cent sales tax initiative. Overwhelmingly approved by county voters, who have voted to tax themselves three times in the last three decades, it sends a clear signal that they are fed up with traffic congestion and are willing to pay for traffic relief.  The Metro Board has responded by adopting the 30/10 initiative, which will bring these vital transportation improvement projects to life in 10 years, instead of 30 years. 

We hope that officials in Washington will be moved into action by this congestion report, recognize the economic toll traffic takes and how investment in operational improvements, public transportation and other rideshare programs can, and is, making a substantial difference in Los Angeles County.

Metro Blue Line Accident

This afternoon, at 1:45 p.m., Metro Blue Line Operations reports that a northbound Metro Blue Line train struck a bicyclist at the pedestrian crossing as the train was entering Wardlow Station. Sheriff’s Deputies, Long Beach Police and emergency medical personnel responded to the scene. Law enforcement reported the accident is a confirmed fatality. Trains were being single tracked in the area, with service delays of 15 minutes reported. KNX radio inquired about the accident.  

Bus Operator is Recognized at Operations Committee

The Operations Committee, chaired by Director John Fasana, presented employee Tanya Darton with an Award of Recognition today. Ms. Darton, who was recently promoted to the steno pool, was commended for her positive and engaging manner as a bus operator. Alex Gonzalez, a management analyst for the City of Covina and a member of the San Gabriel Valley Governance Council, was so impressed with the customer relations skills of Ms. Darton on his regular commute that he sent me a letter congratulating her. “She obviously has a very good effect on the environment of the bus,” he told committee members. “Everybody is helping one another and always courteous. She is someone who is doing good in this world.” Darton, who brought her family along, including two toddler granddaughters, said she was taught to treat everybody with respect. “I always look forward to driving and greeting my patrons. I just wanted to make everybody as happy as I was!” Here are a couple of photos from today’s meeting.  http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/110120_dartonAward.pdf


	

	








