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KFI Radio Inquiry Regarding Use of Carpool Lanes in LA County

KFI Radio interviewed Doug Failing this afternoon regarding the usage of carpool lanes here in Los Angeles County. The reporter asked if there has been a decline in the number of vehicles using the lanes in recent years. The reporter was told that according to Caltrans stats, there was a slight decline in the usage of carpool lanes between 2007 and 2009; however those numbers have returned to normal in 2010. The reporter was told that the decline is probably the result of the economic downturn, but with higher gas prices predicted in the coming months, we expect more and more people to use the High Occupancy Vehicle system to save time and money. The story is expected to air tonight.

Auto Accident Involving Metro Bus

At 11:03 a.m. this morning, two automobiles were involved in an accident at Olympic Boulevard and Robertson Boulevard in West Los Angeles. One of the vehicles reportedly struck an eastbound Metro Bus (Line 728) on Olympic that was servicing a stop at the time. The bus sustained minimum damage. Bus Operations Control reports that one passenger left the bus after the accident and boarded another bus. The woman patron subsequently requested paramedics claiming back injury. She was treated and released at the scene. Service to the line was delayed approximately 14 minutes. Bus Operations reports the accident cleared at 12:30 p.m. KTTV Fox 11 reported on the accident from an overhead news helicopter.
Procurement Status Report for RFP P3010 – New Light Rail Vehicles

After approval by the Board at its January 2011 meeting, we have issued Request for Proposal (RFP) Amendment No. 8 to all prospective Proposers. Amendment No. 8 creates the opportunity to submit simultaneous Proposals for two parallel alternate approaches. The existing unconventional approach includes the four unique solicitation elements that were approved by the Board in October 2010 for Local Jobs and Additional U.S. Component Content programs, a Metro managed DBE program, and local environmental rules for Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) production. The parallel Alternate approach created by Amendment No. 8 removes the four elements to closely follow a more conventional rail car procurement. Evaluation of both approaches will proceed until a formal response is received by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). If the FTA does not respond by May 31, 2011, the unconventional approach will be removed from evaluation and award consideration. 

Amendment No. 8 also extends the due date for all proposals to April 11, 2011. This extension will allow rail car makers sufficient time to price both alternate proposals. 

Inquiries concerning this procurement during the blackout period must be directed to Victor Ramirez, Manager, Contract Administration, at (213) 922-1059, ramirezv@metro.net. 

Opening Ceremonies Tomorrow at Noon Launch Black History Month Events
More than a dozen events are planned for the month as part of a collaborative celebration by Metro’s African American Employee Association (AAEA) and the Metropolitan Water District’s Black Employees Association (BEA).

Events begin with the opening ceremonies (link to bhmFeb2-opening.pdf) at MWD headquarters (INCLUDE ADDRESS) at noon tomorrow and continue through the month with all kinds of traditional festivities and historical programs.  Sylvia Drew-Ivie, who is the daughter of medical pioneer Dr. Charles Drew and currently serves as the chief of staff for Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, will speak on public health here at Gateway on February 17, 2011.   Leila Bailey-Leahy,  my wife and former Transportation Director of the Southern California Rapid Transit District will be a featured speaker at a special program on February 22, 2011 at noon.
Click here to download your own calendar of events (link to bhmCalendar.pdf)). Calendars will also be posted throughout the building.

For more information, contact AAEA members Susan Dove at 922.7451 or Edith Goff-Youngblood 922.7017.


	

	








