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America Fast Forward Elements Included in U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer Remarks

Yesterday, key elements of America Fast Forward received a significant boost in Washington, D.C. Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY), the third Ranking Senate Democrat and the Chair of the Senate Democratic Policy Committee unveiled the Democratic Senate's job creation plan that focuses primarily on "A Highway Bill that will put people back to work building critical infrastructure," as well as creating a National Infrastructure Bank. Metro staff and Federal Advocates will continue to work in a bipartisan fashion to bring this plan to fruition. Below is the quote from Senator Schumer:

"In the Senate, we will unabashedly pursue a comprehensive jobs agenda in the weeks and months to come. This 'Jobs First' Agenda will include ...: 1. A Highway Bill that will put people back to work building critical infrastructure. 2. A National Infrastructure Bank, which both labor and the Chamber of Commerce have strongly supported. 3. Incentives to create clean energy jobs. 4. Reforming America's high-skilled immigration system. 5. We will also pursue the bipartisan Currency Exchange Rate Oversight Reform Act to get China to reform its currency exchange rate practices. 6. It could also include an extension of the employee payroll tax cut passed as part of the tax cut deal in December, and could be extended to the employer side ... 7. We will also look at reforming, simplifying, and making permanent the research and development tax credit. ... 8. Finally, we will look to renew the so-called 48C program, which provides tax credits for qualified investments in green energy projects."

State Legislation Update

On Tuesday, July 5, 2011, the Senate Transportation and Housing Committee will consider two pieces of legislation relating to transportation project funding. First is AB 1229 (Feuer) which will authorize GARVEE bonds on the portion of federal funds that flow to local agencies. GARVEE bonds are bonds issued by the state against federal funds. Currently, the state can only issue these bonds against those federal funds under its direct control. Allowing GARVEE bonds against the portion of funds controlled by local agencies will create flexibility in our ability to fund projects. AB 1229 is sponsored by Metro. The committee will also consider AB 1164 (Gordon) which will allow Caltrans to allocate unused federal Obligational Authority (OA) on bond funded projects. While this measure was not sponsored by Metro, staff has worked with the Speaker’s office in the drafting of the language. The bill was amended this week to address the new proposal. AB 1164 will create a mechanism for Caltrans to use certain federal funds to keep bond projects funded. Caltrans will use its current process for managing OA which allows for full disclosure and coordination with local agencies.  

Westside Subway Extension in the Community
 
The Westside Subway Extension project team hosted an information booth at the Westwood Village Farmers Market on Wednesday. As the Westside is a key jobs destination, this type of activity is part of our effort to contact people who work and visit the area, in addition to those who live there. The future Westwood/UCLA station is projected to have the line's highest boardings and be among the highest boarding stations on our entire rail system. It will serve students, faculty and staff at UCLA, visitors to the campus including the Hospital and Medical Center, and those who visit and work in Westwood Village and the high-rise office buildings on Wilshire Boulevard. The booth had a steady stream of visitors who expressed a great deal of interest in the subway. Most were interested in the project and wanted to know how soon they could ride it. We also received questions about the location of the station in the Westwood area, how construction would occur, whether there would be traffic disruptions, if the project was funded, or whether there would be parking. We received other questions and provided information about the current I-405 project and upcoming freeway closure, the Exposition Light Rail project and how to use transit today to reach Westwood.
Regional Connector Community Update Meetings

Yesterday, we concluded a series of three community update meetings for the Regional Connector Transit Corridor project that were held at the Colburn School of Music, the Japanese American National Museum and the Los Angeles Times building on June 21, 29, and 30, respectively. The meetings were attended by approximately 130 stakeholders, including community members and representatives from the offices of Mayor Villaraigosa and Supervisor Molina. Reporters from the Los Angeles Times, Rafu Shimpo, Nikkan San, The Source and KXLA also attended. We presented the refined Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) and project refinements accomplished since October 2010. Many participants expressed their appreciation of Metro’s response to their input that resulted in refinements that could reduce potential impacts to the community during construction. Others expressed interest and excitement in participating in the development of a Leadership Council and continuing their involvement with the project. This was the final round of community meetings for the Final EIS/EIR phase of the project, and for those unable to attend, the June 29th meeting was presented live on Ustream.tv and will remain available on-line.  
Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events
Next week, I will be meeting with Director Yaroslavsky and also joining Mayor Villaraigosa and Directors Ridley-Thomas, Fasana, O’Connor and Katz at the ExpressLanes Groundbreaking Ceremony.  


	

	








