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House Slated To Unveil Surface Transportation Bill This Thursday

The leader of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Chairman John Mica (R-FL), announced earlier today his intention to unveil this Thursday the surface transportation bill his staff has been working to craft for the past several months. Early reports indicate that the bill will provide $230 billion over six years for highway and transit programs, which is less than the previous bill [SAFETEA-LU authorized $286.5 billion over six years in 2005] and less than half the amount envisioned by Democrats in the previous Congressional session. Questions remain regarding the ability of House transportation leaders to secure floor time for the bill later this year.  The unveiling of the bill on Thursday at 8am PST may be watched by going to the following link for a live webcast: http://transportation.house.gov/singlepages.aspx/1202
America Fast Forward Elements Included in U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer Remarks: Update
As we shared late last week, key elements of America Fast Forward received a significant boost in Washington, D.C. recently when Senator Chuck Schumer (D-NY), the third Ranking Senate Democrat and the Chair of the Senate Democratic Policy Committee unveiled the Democratic Senate's job creation plan that focuses primarily on "A Highway Bill that will put people back to work building critical infrastructure," as well as creating a National Infrastructure Bank. Metro staff and Federal Advocates have reached out to Senator Schumer’s legislative staff to offer our assistance in advancing the innovative financial tools for transportation projects that the Senator is seeking to advance in the legislative process.

Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors Act on Wilshire BRT Project
Today, the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors took action to approve the Wilshire Bus Rapid Transit (Wilshire BRT) Project. The Board of Supervisors considered the Revised Final Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Assessment (FEIR/EA) and approved Alternative A-1 (the 7.7 mile bus lane project minus Selby to Comstock). Alternative A-1 was approved by the Board in May 2011 and by the Los Angeles City Council in June. The County’s approval of the project was the final action needed in order to seek final Federal Transit Administration (FTA) grant approval. Once approved by FTA, staff can enter into agreements with both the City and County of Los Angeles for construction and implementation of the Wilshire BRT Project.   

I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

Media Relations continues to accommodate numerous daily media requests regarding the planned closure of the I-405 the weekend of July 16-17 for Mulholland Bridge demolition work. This morning Media Relations issued a news release announcing that 26 additional bus lines will be free the closure weekend, and staff provided radio interviews for KFI, KNX and KPCC. Over the weekend, K.N. Murthy conducted a live question and answer session with viewers on KTLA 5’s Sunday morning news program. Doug Failing is scheduled to participate in the same KTLA news program next Sunday, as well as KTTV Fox 11 news program tonight. Similar media inquiries regarding the planned demolition of the southern half of the bridge over the 53-hour weekend have come in from Patch.com, Jewish Journal, KABC Radio, La Opinion, The Los Angeles Times, UCLA, NPR, New York Times and USA Today. Media Relations has reported that the demo has undergone many months of careful planning, and that the contractor has a precise demolition timeline in place to ensure the freeway is reopened for Monday morning peak-hour traffic. Media stories now occur on an ongoing daily basis.



	

	








