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California’s U.S. Senators Announce TIFIA Loan for Westside Subway Extension
Today, U.S. Senators Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein issued a joint press release announcing that the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) was nearing approval of a $640.8 million Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFA) loan for the Westside Subway Extension. On March 1, 2011, our agency had written a letter of interest to the USDOT outlining our interest in a TIFIA loan for the Westside Subway Extension. The announcement made today by Senators Boxer and Feinstein is below.

Feinstein, Boxer: Westside Subway Extension in Los Angeles Nears $641 Million Loan
Department of Transportation loan would extend subway system into West Los Angeles; construction would create at least 40,000 jobs in Southern California
Washington—Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer (both D-Calif.) today announced that the U.S. Department of Transportation has taken a major step in approving a key federal loan for the Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA MTA) to extend its subway system into West Los Angeles. The project is one of only eight nationwide invited to move into the final approval phase.

The $641 million federal loan commitment would help fund the construction of a high-capacity, nine-mile extension of the Metro Purple Line subway from the existing Wilshire/Western station to a proposed Westwood/Veterans Affairs Hospital station once negotiations are complete.   

Because of the high number of job centers including Century City, Beverly Hills and Westwood/UCLA, the Westside currently attracts more than 300,000 daily commuters from across the greater Los Angeles region.  

The Westside Subway extension is part of Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa and LA MTA’s “30/10 Initiative,” a $14.8 billion plan to build 30 years of transit projects in the next decade. LA MTA estimates the extension project will create more than 40,000 new jobs during construction.

The loan will be repaid with funds collected under Measure R, a half-cent sales tax approved overwhelmingly by Los Angeles voters in 2008.

Senator Feinstein said: “Los Angeles is the largest city in our country without a comprehensive subway system. That needs to change. I urged the Department of Transportation to make this loan to LA MTA in order to begin construction on the Westside extension and to establish a world-class transit system in a city that desperately needs one.”
Senator Boxer said: “I am so pleased that the Westside Subway Extension project is advancing and attracting national attention as a model of how we finance and build transit projects nationwide. As Chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, I am working on a new transportation bill that will help communities like Los Angeles to leverage local, state and federal investments in transportation projects that will create jobs and ease traffic congestion.”
Separately, Senator Feinstein expressed disappointment that the Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) did not receive a TIFIA loan this year for improvements to State Route 91. However, Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood indicated to Senator Feinstein that he strongly encouraged RCTC to reapply for a TIFIA loan to improve State Route 91. He expressed to Feinstein his strong enthusiasm for the project and his belief that it would compete successfully for the loan next year once it has completed the necessary permitting.

The improvement of State Route 91 will add three lanes in each direction, including four toll lanes. In a recent letter to Secretary LaHood, Senator Feinstein urged a federal loan for the project to reduce congestion and more efficiently move goods from the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach to the rest of the country. RCTC estimates the improvement of the 91 freeway will create 16,200 jobs, including 4,600 jobs in Riverside County.

Senator Feinstein said: “Taken together, these nationally important infrastructure projects have the potential to improve the lives of millions of Californians while substantially growing the regional economy and improving livability across Southern California.”
Metro ExpressLanes Groundbreaking Event

This morning, Los Angeles Mayor and Board Chair Villaraigosa and I joined Directors Ridley-Thomas, Fasana, O’Connor, Katz, along with Richard E. Backlund (Federal Highway Administration – California Division), Leslie T. Rogers (Federal Transit Administration – Region IX), Michael Miles (Caltrans), and a number of elected officials and members of the public as we broke ground on the Metro ExpressLanes at Artesia Transit Center. Media attending today’s event included Channels 2/9, 4, 5, 7, 11/13, 22, 52, 34, City TV 35, KPCC radio, NPR radio, Time Warner Cable, LA Times and La Opinion. Stories are expected to run throughout today and tomorrow.

Metro ExpressLanes will establish the first High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes in Los Angeles County on I-10 and I-110 and will provide an opportunity to use existing space in a more efficient manner to keep Los Angeles County moving. In partnership with Caltrans, the $120 million Metro ExpressLanes Project will convert existing carpool (HOV) lanes to High-Occupancy Toll (HOT) lanes on 14 miles of I-10 (between Union Station/Alameda St to I-605) and on 11 miles of I-110 (between Artesia Transit Center/190th St to Adams Blvd). The project will also add nine new lane miles of capacity to I-10 (between I-605 and I-710) in both directions and make needed improvements at the northern end of the I-110 Harbor Transitway at Adams Bl.

The one-year pilot seeks to reduce congestion by improving travel choices in the corridor. Carpools, transit, vanpools, privately operated buses and motorcycles will travel toll-free. The general purpose lanes are not tolled. Net toll revenues will be reinvested in the corridor where they are generated. The Metro ExpressLanes Project is funded by the U.S. Department of Transportation as part of the Congestion Reduction Demonstration Program.

For more information on the Metro ExpressLanes Program, visit metro.net/expresslanes. Join the FasTrak® transponder interest list to receive the latest news on when the transponders will be available; simply click on the “Transponder Interest Form” on the program website. 

Bus Accident Near MacArthur Park Stalls Traffic, Draws Media Reports

At approx. 10:30 a.m. this morning, a Line 720 bus, eastbound on Wilshire at Bonnie Brae, collided with van from St. Vincent’s Hospital crossing the intersection reportedly against a yellow or red light. No passengers were in the van; 40 were aboard the Metro Bus. Nine injuries were reported; six were transported to a nearby hospital with non-life-threatening injuries, described as minor to moderate. The accident stalled traffic, resulting in bus detours for about 1 ½ hours and media attention. Media Relations staff reported details to City News Service, which informs other media subscribers, and also updated KCBS/KCAL news desk. Media Relations staff made a live report to the KCBS/KCAL camera crew on the scene. Another report may be broadcast later in the day. Scene was cleared and traffic flow restored at 12:19 p.m.



	

	








