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In this Issue:
Proposed Surface Transportation Bill Met By Mix of Sharp Criticism and Praise

Transportation groups offered a mixed assessment of the surface transportation bill concepts unveiled yesterday by House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman John Mica (R-FL).  The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) issued a statement - - that praised the Mica proposal for consolidating federal transportation programs, but also raised concerns about the proposed funding levels included in the bill.  Likewise, the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) released a statement - http://www.apta.com/mediacenter/pressreleases/2011/Pages/110707_.aspx - yesterday that expressed appreciation regarding Chairman Mica’s effort to streamline federal rules relating to transportation projects. The APTA statement went on to criticize the funding in the Mica proposal: “the bill’s investment levels, which are severely limited under the House-passed budget resolution and its rules, are woefully short of what is required to address the nation’s surface transportation infrastructure investment needs.”

In a sharply worded response to the Mica bill, Ed Wytkind, president of the Transportation Trades Department of the AFL-CIO, described Mica’s draft as “the worst highway and transit funding bill in modern history” and a “loser for the American economy.”  The U.S. Chamber of Commerce, a traditional GOP ally, offered that the transportation funding levels in the Mica bill were “unacceptable.” Janet Kavinoky, the executive director of Chamber’s transportation and infrastructure team was quoted in a Congressional Quarterly article as saying that an alternative exists to the Mica bill – which is – in her opinion - a two-year, $109 billion surface transportation bill being considered by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), chair of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee. 

Our agency and our federal advocates will continue to remain constructively engaged with Chairman Mica and members of his committee to integrate our Board-approved legislative program in the final surface transportation bill that is considered by Congress and ultimately sent to the White House. We will also remain in close contact with Senator Boxer (D-CA), who is leading efforts in the U.S. Senate to adopt a multi-year surface transportation bill.
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

Numerous media continue to inquire about the planned closure of the I-405 Freeway for Mulholland bridge demolition work July 16-17.  Today, Media Relations conducted or arranged executive interviews with KNBC 4, KFI, Daily News, Voice of America, Los Angeles Times, Daily Breeze, NBC Nightly News and CBS Evening News on a range of stories associated with the 405 project and closure, including the contractor’s demolition process during the 53-hour closure, profiles of the project’s director Michael Barbour, and previous bridge alternatives that were considered for the project. Stories are expected to run today and over the following week.  As part of the joint outreach effort for the closure, Caltrans and California Highway Patrol will hold a news conference at the Transportation Management Center in Glendale Monday to detail how the agency will be in communication with other transportation and emergency services agencies to update them on freeway conditions and to provide incident management. 

Metro Media Alert 

Metro Executive Director Doug Failing was interviewed by a reporter with the Daily News and LA Times columnist Steve Lopez regarding the traffic benefits of the I-405 Improvements Project. Reporters were told adding 10 miles of carpool lane to one of the busiest freeways in the world benefits commuters whether they use the carpool lanes or not. The savings in the hours of reduced congestion would be 15,000 hours per day when the HOV lane opens up in 2013. In addition, the HOV lane will be used by public transit buses including the LAX Fly-Away, Antelope Transit and Santa Clarita Transit. The project is a good investment of transportation funds as it will reduce congestion, improve air quality and create the largest span of carpool miles in the country. Stories are expected to run over the weekend. 

The Source Readership

Since The Source debuted on metro.net Oct. 20, 2009, more than 302,000 different people have looked at  Metro’s corporate blog for the latest news about Metro projects and programs and transportation news in general. There have been about 680,000 overall visits to the blog and 1.95 million page views of The Source from readers in 170 different countries.

Some other positive stats: 56 percent of readers have visited The Source more than once; more than one third of The Source readers have visited nine times or more; and more than half the readers come to The Source either through metro.net or go directly to The Source -- meaning we get a lot of readers without links from media or other blogs. And numerous mainstream media outlets and social media blogs have picked up news and feature stories first posted on The Source. Posts on The Source also appear on Metro’s Facebook page.

Metro ExpressLanes Construction Notice
As part of the Los Angeles County Congestion Reduction Demostration Program along the I-110 and I-10 freeways, Metro's Contractor is continuing with the installation of conduit as a means of providing power at numerous locations.  This work must be performed in order to place the conduit underground.  Upon completion of the installation of the conduit, each trench will be back filled, and returned to pre-existing conditions.  

 

The work is anticipated to begin on Monday, July 11, 2011 through Tuesday, July 19, 2011 the work will occur at three separate locations along the alignment and they are as follows: 

6700 block of S. Flower Street, Los Angeles; 

12200 block of South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles; 

600 block of West Alondra Boulevard, east of Estrella Avenue in Gardena.

 

Nextrip Usage Continues to Grow

 

We continue to see exponential increases in usage of the Nextrip system, which enables riders to get real-time bus arrival information via cell phone.  The number of users has tripled since the service was introduced four months ago, from approximately 100,000 to more than 300,000 per month, and increased 52% in the last month alone.  Installation of dedicated signage with Nextrip instructions has begun at high-volume locations, and will continue to expand to all of Metro’s 15,000 bus stops.  Efforts are underway to add real-time rail arrival information to Nextrip in the future.   


	

	








