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Failure to Adopt FAA Legislation May Impact Crenshaw/LAX Light Rail Line

Today, the House and Senate remained at an impasse over efforts to adopt a short-term Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) funding extension. The lack of agreement has led to 4,000 furloughed workers at the FAA and dozens of airport-related construction projects being halted around the nation. The FAA’s authorization expired in 2007 and has been extended twenty-one times by Congress until last Friday, when an impasse between the two bodies created the current partial FAA shutdown.

Recently, the FAA requested to be a Cooperating Agency with respect to the Crenshaw/LAX project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). (We are preparing a combined EIS/EIR (Environmental Impact Report) to satisfy both federal and state requirements). With FAA’s role as a Cooperating Agency, the Federal Transit Administration is requiring the FAA’s concurrence on the EIS prior to authorizing its release. We have been working with the FAA over the past month to refine the document to address their concerns. The FAA was to have initiated their last review this past week, with a final acceptance anticipated by next week. All three of the FAA officials scheduled to review the draft update of the EIS have been on furlough since this past Monday (7/25). Should the furlough end before August 10th, we may still have an opportunity to release the document 30 days before our agency’s September 22nd Board meeting. The requirement for the time between release of the Response to Comments (which are part of the EIS/EIR) and Board adoption of the project is 10 days according to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), however we want to make the document available for as long as we can. Should the FAA furloughs extend beyond August 24th, it may jeopardize our ability to meet the 10 day minimum requirement to bring the adoption of the project to the September Board meeting.  
Bi-Partisan Transportation Infrastructure Bond Bill Introduced in U.S. Senate
U.S. Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) introduced legislation today that would establish a $50 billion infrastructure bond program for all modes of transportation. The legislation would empower State and local governments to use the bond program to complete work on roads, bridges, rail and transit systems, ports and inland waterways. Senator Wyden introduced his legislation with support from conservative North Dakota Senator John Hoeven (R-ND). The short title of the bill introduced today is the “Transportation and Regional Infrastructure Project Bonds Act of 2011 (TRIPS Bond Act)”.  Our agency staff and our federal advocates will continue working with Senator Wyden’s staff and other key Senators to ensure that the legislation, as it is considered in the future by the relevant committees of jurisdiction, will benefit our agency’s Board-approved policy of seeking to accelerate both our highway and transit programs.  Please find attached a link to Senator Wyden’s website - which has additional information regarding the TRIPS Bond Act.  The legislation introduced today comes on the heels of a new report by the American Society of Engineers which claims that our nation’s Gross Domestic Product will be suppressed by over $3 trillion by 2020 if the Federal Government does not invest appropriate resources into transportation projects and programs.
Remembrance of Ms. Lillian Mobley

 

We mourn the passing of Ms. Lillian Mobley, a former member of the Metro Citizens' Advisory Council (CAC), who passed away on Monday, July 18, 2011. Ms. Mobley was appointed to the CAC by former Director Yvonne Brathwaite Burke and served on the Council for many years, providing feedback from the public on our transportation services. She was a prominent civic leader and advised the CAC on ways we can continue to be responsive to our riding patrons in the Watts and South Los Angeles area. Ms. Mobley also facilitated staff in providing transit information at numerous neighborhood events near the Metro Blue Line, at the Watts Towers and at the Jazz At The Drew Festival. "She was a long time champion for her community," recalled former CAC Chair Roger Christiansen, who served with Ms. Mobley. She left the council in 2008. Services are scheduled for 11:00 a.m., Friday, July 29, 2011 at Ward AME Church, 1177 25th St., Los Angeles.
New Metro Art Monthly Tour Offering 

By popular demand, the Metro Art Docent Council has expanded its public offerings to include a first Thursday evening tour, along with its monthly first Saturday and Sunday tours. More information can be found at metro.net. The volunteer docents recently helped support the Watts Village Theater Company's Meet Me @ Metro event and provided tours to the Girl Scouts, CalTrans Field Academy, and other tour groups. 
Channel 4 Will Feature Bus Operator 

Today, as part of its campaign “Back to Work Week,” Channel 4 interviewed Metro bus operator John Johnson from Division 2.  Mr. Johnson went to the Bridge Program at the Compton Works Source Center to learn communications and customer service skills to obtain a position as a bus operator at Metro. The story is scheduled to air this evening.
Expo Train Testing

Train testing is underway on the new Expo Light Rail Line. Testing schedules are dynamic and regular notices will be issued to keep you informed of the dates, times and frequency of movement through the community. To view the complete notice, click here.


	

	








