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California Lt. Governor Cites Metro Efforts in Report on Economic Growth and Competitiveness

Today, Lt. Governor Gavin Newsom released a report entitled “An Economic Growth and Competitiveness Agenda for California” which outlines key principles that the State of California needs to adopt to remain globally competitive and which would revitalize our economy and create jobs.  The document focuses on the need for California to invest in manufacturing and innovation to spur industries that support long-term job creation.  The report cites [p.16] our agency’s efforts to accelerate the construction of our highway and transit projects; “The farsighted and largely self-financed package of transit and transport projects put together by Los Angeles [County] in its 30/10 project exemplifies the scale needed to build the next generation of infrastructure.” The report also calls for a 180-day Action Plan for redefining the state’s role in economic development and creating public-private partnerships.  A copy of the report can be found here.

Media Reports on $17 Million Judgment  Against Metro

                                                    

Media has begun reporting on $17 million jury verdict just awarded to the family of a blind man killed in January 29 when he walked between two Metro Blue Line rail cars. City News Service, Channel 7 and other media have begun reporting the verdict.  Metro Media Relations immediately issued this statement: 

METRO STATEMENT RE: JURY VERDICT

Mary Cuthbertson, et al. v. LACMTA

The January 2009 accidental death of Cameron Cuthbertson on the Metro Blue Line was a great tragedy and we again extend our sympathy to his family, however, Metro disagrees with the jury verdict and will appeal. Metro maintains it was not negligent or otherwise responsible for Mr. Cuthbertson’s death, and there are strong grounds for appeal.   

The accidental death of Mr. Cuthbertson, a blind man with learning disabilities, who walked off the platform at the Del Amo Station between two rail cars, is the only fatal incident involving a sight impaired passenger on any Metro Rail line in two decades of operation. Each year an estimated 96 million passengers board the Metro Rail system.
Citizens' Advisory Council Recap

 

On Wednesday, Commander Pat Jordan with the Transit Services Bureau briefed the Metro Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC) general assembly on Intelligence-Led Policing (ILP). ILP is a business model and managerial philosophy where data analysis and crime intelligence are pivotal to making decisions that facilitate crime prevention and problem reduction through strategic management and effective enforcement. ILP initiatives include setting up quarterly fare audits and transit crime report profiles, working with schools to address student disorder, and implementing a system wide database for graffiti abatement. The presentation also included an outline of the Transit Services Bureau's deployment strategy involving mobile random foot patrols, train patrols, rapid response K-9 units, high-visibility teams and deputy and security assistant partnerships. The CAC meetings, which are open to the public, are held the Wednesday before the Metro Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the Union Station Conference Room.

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Union Station Master Plan

Procurement released a Request for Information and Qualifications to procure information and qualification (RFIQ) from professional services firms.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from July 22, 2011 through October 31, 2011.

Metro is issuing this RFIQ for a multi-disciplinary Master Plan team to prepare a comprehensive urban master plan for both transit operations and commercial development on the 42 acre Union Station property located in downtown Los Angeles.  The property, including the historic Union Station Terminal is currently a significant multimodal transit operation serving local and regional bus operations, Amtrak, Metrolink regional rail, light rail, and subway operations and is the proposed site for the Los Angeles high speed rail terminal. In addition, the property is currently entitled for nearly 6 million square feet of commercial development.  Firms that best meet the qualification requirements will be permitted to further compete through a subsequent RFP process. 

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Mayumi Lyon, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4020.

USG Gateway Complex Projects Engineering Management Services

Procurement will release a Request for Proposals (RFP) next week to procure a Contractor to provide Engineering Management Services, including architectural, design, engineering, construction management, and project management services, for the capital and operating improvement program for the USG Gateway Complex Projects, including the LACMTA headquarters building.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 1, 2011 to October 31, 2011.
Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Kenneth Takahashi, Senior Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1047.

Metro Fixed Route Service Mystery Rider Program for Service Quality and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Compliance 

Procurement will release a RFP next week to procure the services of a Contractor to monitor and report Metro's adherence to its service quality standards, rules, standard operating procedures, and the mandates of the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) for fixed-route bus lines.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from August 1, 2011 to October 10, 2011.

Metro has implemented an independent "Metro Mystery Rider Program" to observe bus operator performance on all Metro fixed route bus lines.  The Contractor will hire, train and supervise Mystery Riders who will collectively perform monthly assessments on Metro fixed route services.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered Elizabeth Hernandez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7334.

Lift Platform Assembly Kits

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid next week to procure Lift Platform Assembly Kits for the New Flyer bus fleet.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from 

August 1, 2011 through October 31, 2011.

The wheelchair lift platform assembly kits will be used to refurbish the existing lifts in support of the midlife project for the 50-5222 New Flyer bus fleet.  Award of a contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by contract Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018

Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be speaking at the opening session at the APTA Sustainability and Public Transportation Workshop.  I will also be meeting with Los Angeles Mayor and Chair Villaraigosa, Directors Yaroslavsky, Knabe, Ridley-Thomas and Antonovich.



	

	








