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State Budget Update

Assembly Speaker John Perez and State Senate President Darrell Steinberg announced today that they will call for votes on Governor Brown's budget proposal tomorrow.

FTA Letter to Bus Riders Union Regarding Service Changes

The Los Angeles Times inquired today regarding a recent letter sent by the FTA to the Bus Riders Union (BRU) acknowledging their receipt of the BRU’s complaint against Metro alleging violations of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 12898, and Department of Transportation regulations concerning  proposed service changes. The letter issued by the FTA to the BRU stated that they plan to conduct an on-site compliance review of Metro this year. We have not officially received any notice or letter from the FTA concerning this matter, however the reporter was told that in no way does the letter or the scheduling of a review pass judgment on anything Metro has done or is doing with regards to service changes. A story is expected to run tomorrow.

Metro Service Councils Approve Revised Service Change Program

All five Metro Service Councils conducted public hearings in February to receive comments pertaining to major bus service changes proposed to be implemented in June 2011.  Also included in these hearing were proposed bus services for the Expo/Bus Interface plan.

 

Based on energetic public comments, the Service Planning and Development staff developed a Revised Service Change Program.  These plans were presented to the Service Councils at their March meetings which were completed with the San Gabriel Valley Service Council meeting on March 14, 2011.

 

With a few modifications to the Revised Service Plan, the Service Councils agreed with these proposed service changes.  The most significant adopted changes were:

· Cancel of weekend service on Rapid Line 794 (San Fernando Rd.) SFV

· Cancel of Line 26 (Virgil Av.) WSC

· Cancel of Rapid Line 757 (Western Av.) and creation of new Limited Line 307 (Western Av.) to operate during weekday peak periods. WSC

· Shorten route of Express Line 577 (Long Beach-El Monte) and Rapid Line 760 (Long Beach Bl.) GWC / SGV

· Extend Express Line 450 (Artesia TC-Downtown LA) to absorb cancelled Line 445 (San Pedro-Downtown LA) SBC

· Cancel Limited Line 305 (Willowbrook-Westwood) and extend Line 30 (Pico Bl.-E. 1st St.) over San Vicente Bl. to West Hollywood. SBC / WSC

· Extend Line 217 (Fairfax Av.-Hollywood Bl.) to replace the local portion of Express Line 439 (Culver City TC-Downtown LA) SBC / WSC

· Cancel Saturday service on Rapid Line 751 (Soto St.) SGV

· Shorten Express Line 485 (Downtown LA-Altadena) by ending service at Union Station. SGV / GWC

 

The Service Councils approved changes to the Tier 1 lines will be presented to the Metro Board of Directors in March for their concurrence.

ASCE California Project of the Year Award - Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Project

This month, the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Light Rail Transit Project received the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)  “Project of the Year Award”. The award was presented at the 5th Annual California Infrastructure Symposium and Awards Dinner held in Sacramento to honor the outstanding major infrastructure projects in the State. The Project received the top honor from a pool of 30 eligible projects that were considered from around the state .

SR 710 Conversations  

Media Relations has issued a news release announcing that we will be conducting a new, fully interactive Online Open House beginning March 21 for "SR-710 Conversations."  The virtual meeting allows the public seeking and/or offering potential solutions to regionwide traffic congestion issues related to the SR 710 Freeway gap between Alhambra and Pasadena to experience the same level of input and participation as personally attending a traditional community meeting in the project corridor area. The public can go on record from home 24-hours a day for three weeks ending April 14, 2011. Metro's March 21 Online Open House will feature a live session from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The virtual meeting will remain active on demand at our web site at metro.net/sr710conversations. 



	

	








