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Congresswoman Laura Richardson Introduces TIFIA Legislation

Legislation (H.R. 1123) to enhance the federal Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program has been introduced by Congresswoman Laura Richardson (D-37). The legislation would achieve many of the goals our agency is seeking with respect to enhancing the TIFIA program, including but not limited to, increasing the authorization of funds from the program from $122 million annually to $375 million annually and permitting the granting of TIFIA loans to a package of related transportation projects. H.R. 1123 has been referred for action to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure. 
I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

The Los Angeles Times has inquired about community requests to build a soundwall at the National Cemetery adjacent to the 
I-405 Freeway in Westwood and concerns that removal of trees and other vegetation to widen the freeway would leave parts of the alignment in this area exposed. Project director Michael Barbour reported that we are already building soundwalls where they are required to mitigate freeway noise for residents and businesses in the area, but that there is no legal requirement in the federally approved project to support building soundwalls next to the National Cemetery property. No subsequent sound studies support or justify their construction at this location. We have received no opinion from the cemetery over this matter. Any further action by us to evaluate building soundwalls here would be subject to a revision of the Caltrans-designed and environmentally cleared project and federal approval. Media Relations reported that we are not scrimping on soundwalls. Approximately 18 miles of sound and retaining walls are planned for the project corridor. The west side of Sepulveda will receive new vegetation, and we will be replacing native trees along the 10-mile alignment on a 5-to-1 basis at the completion of the project. The story is expected to run over the weekend.

Times June Bus Service Changes Article Set for Sunday

An in-depth article focusing on proposed bus service changes for June is expected to run in the Los Angeles Times Sunday, March 20, 2011. Staff and I have spent considerable time with reporter Sam Allen giving him context about how we are striving to better integrate our bus service with the municipal and local return operators, the expanding Metro Rail and Metrolink services. Paring duplicative and underutilized service will enable us to strategically grow the transit system, both bus and rail. The focus also must be on improving the quality of our bus service as measured by on time performance, cleanliness, miles between equipment breakdowns and other indicators.

Westside Subway Extension Conducts Briefings for Elected Officials 
  
This week, the Westside Subway Extension team held two briefings for elected officials and their staff throughout the study area. These briefings were scheduled in advance of the Community Update Meetings coming up on Monday, March 21st, Wednesday, March 23rd and Tuesday March 29th. They were designed to preview the information that will be shared with the public. The briefings were held Tuesday afternoon at Beverly Hills City Hall and Thursday afternoon at Los Angeles City Hall. The upcoming community meetings will provide the public with information about the ongoing Final EIS/EIR. Topics covered included a summary of public comments received at the January Community Update meetings and comments received from the six Stationary Advisory Groups concerning individual stations. The briefing also summarized the status of the ongoing field investigations and continuing discussion of the location of the Century City station. The first of the Community Update Meetings on March 21st will be available by live webcast available at www.metro.net/westside. All Community Update meetings begin at 6:00 p.m. with identical presentations. More information on the upcoming meetings is available at: http://www.metro.net/projects/westside/westside_meetings/ 
Advisory Public Health Radiation Information

The County Health Officer, Dr. Jonathan E. Fielding, is cautioning residents against ingesting potassium iodide (KI) as a precaution against possible radiation exposure. It is not an effective precautionary measure. Please click here to read the advisory issued by the County of Los Angeles Public Health.
Metro CEO Interviewed on KPCC Radio

I was interviewed today on KPCC radio (Patt Morrison show) on various transportation issues facing the region. Topics discussed included Measure R rail and highway transportation improvements projects planned for the region, the state of transportation in the Los Angeles County, Metro Bus/Rail service, Bus Riders’ Union allegations regarding proposed service changes and FTA plans to review our service changes dealing with Title VI issues. Numerous listeners called in with questions regarding our services and planned expansion of our rail network.

Expo Construction Notice

Construction crews continue to work at night performing activities necessary to connect the existing Metro Blue Line

Light Rail System with the Expo Light Rail Transit system that is currently under construction. Construction work hours will be continuous through the weekends:  
· 9:00 p.m. Friday, March 25, 2011 through 5:00 a.m. Monday, March 28, 2011 
· 9:00 p.m. Friday, April 8, 2011 through 5:00 a.m. Monday, April 11, 2011 

· 9:00 p.m. Friday, April 29, 2011 through 5:00 a.m. Monday, May 2, 2011

To view the complete notice, please click here.
Procurement Postings for Next Week

Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid next week to procure up to 150 sets of Destination Sign Curtain Film for the Metro Blue Line cars. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from March 24, 2011 through May 26, 2011.

Each set of the Destination Sign Curtain Film consists of a head-sign and a side-sign curtain film. The new Destination Sign Curtain films are being procured to replace the existing film, and will include the names of the new rail station stops currently being built as part of the first phase of the Exposition Transit Corridor to Culver City.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Otto Ojong, Sr. Contract Administrator, at 213-922-1454.
Upcoming CEO Meetings and Events

Next week, I will be meeting with Directors Yaroslavsky, Ridley-Thomas, Antonovich and Mayor Villaraigosa. I will also be attending the Los Angeles Current Affairs Forum, where Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas will be discussing the topic of “Keeping Los Angeles County Running.” I will also be meeting with Pasadena Mayor Bogaard and Councilman Chris Holden. Finally, I will be participating in the Dodger Express Service Media Event to announce this year’s Dodger Express service from the transit plaza to Dodger Stadium. 



	

	








