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· Gold Line Chinatown Station Escalator Replacement
Senate Finance Committee Holds Hearing on Infrastructure Funding
The chairman of the U.S. Senate Committee on Finance, Max Baucus (D-MT), held a hearing today focused on America’s transportation infrastructure. The hearing focused on the state of both the federal Highway Trust Fund and the Airport and Airway Trust Fund. The Highway Trust Fund is facing threats to its solvency, with the highway account facing budget shortfalls as early as next year and the mass transit account facing shortfalls as early as 2013. As part of the hearing, Senator Baucus pointed out that The American Society of Civil Engineers gave the United States an overall grade of “D” on their Report Card for America’s Infrastructure. As part of the Senate Finance Hearing, the Congressional Budget presented the following testimony on the Highway Trust Fund: http://thehill.com/images/stories/blogs/flooraction/Jan2011/kiletestimony.pdf
Daily News Will Report on Possible State Bond Sale

The Daily News is expected to publish a short article on the Governor’s revised budget that includes $1 billion in state transportation bond sales. A reporter interviewed Government Relations director Michael Turner who said this is encouraging news, however, the revised budget also includes a provision that if the budget must rely solely on cuts, the fall bond sale could be scrapped. Also this is a budget proposal that the Legislature must consider and approve, so it’s not a done deal.

I-405 Freeway Closure Discussed on KCRW’s “Which Way LA Show”

The popular “Which Way LA” show on KCRW FM radio (89.9) between 7:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. tonight will air a segment about the pending I-405 freeway closure the weekend of July 16-17, 2011. Highways executive director Doug Failing was interviewed by host Warren Olney. He noted that there have been major freeway closures such as the I-5 following a tunnel fire near Castaic and a series of weekend closures of the Bay Bridge up north, among others, and with the public’s cooperation, these were manageable. The host talked briefly about the 1984 Olympics. Failing gave context to the I-405 closure noting that the public ultimately will benefit by the additional lane capacity, better access and safety upgrades. The Mulholland Bridge demolition and replacement is part of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project. Due to the steep nature of the bridge, it’s necessary to shut down the bridge for public safety during the demolition work. Failing underscored how important it was to give the public advance notice of the closure, and he encouraged listeners to check the project web site at www.metro.net/I-405 for alternative routes and other updates.

Electrical Explosion in Westwood

An underground electrical explosion this morning in Westwood sent a metal plate into a Metro bus (Line 761). The incident occurred near Westwood Boulevard and Weyburn Avenue at approximately 9:20 a.m. The bus operator claimed minor injuries and was treated at the scene. No other injuries were reported. The metal plate apparently struck the rear of the bus. Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department and LA Fire Department responded to the scene. Media relations received calls from Associated Press (AP) and City News Service regarding the incident. KTLA film crew also responded to the scene. Stories are expected to run throughout the day.
Gold Line Chinatown Station Escalator Replacement 
 

Metro’s Contractor will perform an upgrade of the escalators at Chinatown Station. First, the street level escalator at Chinatown will be removed from service for replacement. Approximately two weeks later, both of the platform level escalators will also be removed from service to be replaced. The Contractor will begin by installing barricades to isolate the work zone and will follow with demolition and replacement of the existing escalators. The work is scheduled to begin Thursday, May 19, 2011 through approximately fall of 2011. Please click here to view the construction notice.


	

	








