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	Los Angeles Times Editorial Will Examine Mayor’s Proposal to Extend Measure R

The Los Angeles Times may publish an editorial later this week that looks at Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa’s proposal to extend Measure R indefinitely. Staff and a Times editorial writer discussed that AB 1446 must first pass, then the Metro Board approve a ballot measure and then at least two thirds of the voters must approve the measure. The writer asked about the benefit of lifting the Measure R sunset clause. Staff said that the transit and highway projects could be greatly accelerated; rail and bus projects will be delivered within a decade instead of spread over thirty years. This will allow Metro to beat inflation and take advantage of competitive construction bids, creating jobs now and delivering traffic and air quality benefits sooner. Staff also noted that interest rates are below 4 percent, a historic low, and a Measure R extension would allow Metro to issue longer term bonds that would be paid back with deflated dollars over a longer period of time than the current measure allows with the 2039 expiration. Moreover, in 2039 the Measure R funding for operations, local return, rail and highway improvements and other programs would stop.  An extension would generate about $3.7 billion in additional highway resources. The Times asked if an extension would block future generations from getting new transit projects. Staff said that as bonds are repaid bonding capacity would be opened up so that after 2030 new bonds for new transit projects could be issued.
Media Reports on Board Discussion of Measure R Extension Bill

Media listening on the phone to the Executive Management Committee this morning heard an intense discussion of AB 1446, the bill sponsored by Assemblyman Mike Feuer. If it becomes law, AB 1446 would give the Metro Board the option of putting the Measure R extension on the ballot. The LA Weekly, KNX radio, the Times and Daily News are posting stories. 

New Metro ExpressLanes Videos now available in Mandarin Chinese
A Mandarin Chinese version of the new video series explaining how the Metro ExpressLanes program works was recently released. The first video introduces the concept of high-occupancy toll (HOT) lanes and depicts the benefits and range of commuting options available by using the ExpressLanes. The rest of the series provides additional details for how the ExpressLanes and FastTrak® transponder function. The videos are also available in English and Spanish.

In the fall of 2012, ExpressLanes is scheduled to make its Los Angeles debut on the 110 freeway between Adams Boulevard and the Artesia Transit Center. In 2013, ExpressLanes on the 10 freeway between Alameda Street and the 605 freeway is scheduled to be unveiled. Please click here to view the ExpressLanes project web page.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PhKghWbR_nQ&feature=youtu.be
http://www.metro.net/projects/expresslanes/metro-expresslanes-videos-chinese/
http://www.metro.net/projects/expresslanes/
U.S. Department of Transportation Receives Over 700 TIGER IV Grant Applications

The U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) has reportedly received over 700 applications, requesting over $10 billion for TIGER IV grants. The TIGER IV grant program was provided $500 million by Congress last year.  The USDOT will likely be able to accommodate only 25 to 50 of the 700 grant applications submitted.  Our agency has submitted three TIGER IV grants applications: Crenshaw/LAX transit project, a bridge over Sepulveda Boulevard in Manhattan Beach and a grant request for a pathway for Orange Line and Red Line passengers to more easily connect with one another. Our agency is also supporting a Foothill Rail Authority request for funding for Phase 2B of their rail project in the San Gabriel Valley.  TIGER IV grant application awards are expected to be made later this year. 

http://fastlane.dot.gov/2012/04/tiger-2012-applications.html
Metro Orange Line Extension Street Closure Notice
System Testing to Begin Next Week
In preparation for the grand opening of the Metro Orange Line Extension anticipated for this June, Metro is preparing to start systems testing beginning Monday, April 23 for approximately three weeks. During this testing period, buses will intermittently run along the busway for testing purposes only.  The testing will take place from 4 p.m. to 12 a.m. on Metro’s right-of-way east of Canoga Avenue between Vanowen Street and Chatsworth Station.  The public has been advised to be safe around buses, obey all warning signs and traffic signals when crossing the busway intersections, be alert at all times when near the busway, watch for buses from both directions and use the crosswalks. Please be advised that construction work will continue during this testing period. The construction work hours are approximately 6:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, weather permitting. To view the complete notice click here. 
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120419_Metro_Orange_Line_System_Testing.pdf
Full Street Closure for Duct Bank Installation
As part of the continuing construction activities for the Metro Orange Line Extension, the contractor will be installing the duct bank across the intersection of Marilla Street and Owensmouth Avenue. Full street closure is scheduled to take place at the intersection of Marilla Street and Owensmouth Avenue on Saturday, April 21, 2012 from approximately 7:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. To view the complete construction notice, please click here. 
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120419_Metro_Orange_Line_Construction_Notice_Marilla_Owensmouth_Duct_Bank_Installation.pdf
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