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	Media Inquires About I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project

KABC 7 has inquired about Metro’s progress to rebuild the Mulholland Bridge and agency plans for “Carmageddon II” later this year. Michael Barbour, project director for the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project, reported that the contractor has built the new bridge columns on both sides of the freeway, and will now begin preparation work in the freeway median to support the continued reconstruction of the bridge over the freeway.  The activity will require a northbound directional freeway closure between Getty Center Drive ramps and the 101 freeway from 12:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. on February 1, 2012 and on February 2, 2012. Currently, a specific date for the second I-405 closure for the remaining side of the Mulholland bridge has not been determined, although the demolition and closure are still projected for this summer. The story is expected to run this afternoon. For more information on the detour routes please click here. 
http://www.metro.net/projects/I-405/
http://www.metro.net/projects/I-405/segment-detours/
February 1: This Date in Los Angeles Transportation History
February 1, 1993 marks the first legal day of existence for the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority. The agency was created under AB152 (Katz), also known as the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority Reform Act of 1992. The legislation merged the Southern California Rapid Transit District and the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission to form the LACMTA. The first day of business was the Board’s first meeting three days later (Board swearing in at 3:50 of video. Click here for the minutes). To see other notable events on this date and others visit the Metro Dorothy Peyton Gray Transportation Library and Archive. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/metrolibraryarchive/collections/72157617013270851/
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sc6no3fd_zY&feature=player_embedded
http://boardarchives.metro.net/Minutes/1994/minutes_0334.pdf
http://metroprimaryresources.info/this-date-in-los-angeles-transportation-history/february-1/
Meet Metro’s Newest Mechanics 

Clutching shiny new torque wrenches – a symbol of their trade – 13 newly certified Metro bus mechanics joined the noble ranks of a new profession today during graduation ceremonies at the Metro Support Services Center. The graduates mastered an intense 18-month course taught by Equipment Maintenance Instructor Brian Markey. The course combined technical classroom instruction with on-the-job training in operating division maintenance shops, where they learned to diagnose and repair performance-related bus problems, including trouble-shooting transmissions, engines, electrical components, brakes, and air conditioning.

Mechanics training classes are convened under an agreement negotiated between Metro and the ATU, which represents maintenance employees. All 13 of the new mechanics started their Metro careers as service attendants. They were selected by union seniority from 132 service attendants who applied for the mechanics training class, said Steve Mullaly, Sr. Equipment Maintenance Instructor who directed the program.

The graduates beginning new assignments as a certified Metro mechanics are Eduardo Acosta, Alex Cortez, Isaac Garcia, Alex Gonzalez, Eliazar Lozano, Robert Magana, Fernando Mera, David Moreno, Quan Nguyen, Fernando Ortez, Steve Patterson, Tony Quach and Kevin Serapion. Please click here to view a picture of the graduates.
http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120201_Photo.pdf
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