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	FTA To Issue New Starts Proposed Rulemaking Document
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is expected to issue a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) for the New Starts program next Wednesday, January 25, 2012. The NPRM for the New Starts program will be published in the Federal Register. We will distribute the NPRM when it is formally printed in the Federal Register next week. Our staff will promptly begin a review of the NPRM and provide comments, as appropriate, to the FTA.

Metro Holds Public Hearings on Proposed Service Changes

Media Relations issued a news release this afternoon noting that Metro Service Councils will be holding a series of five public hearings in February to gather public input on a series of proposed Metro bus service changes and enhancements for possible implementation in June. The release notes that the proposed changes under consideration may be approved completely or partially at a date following the public hearings. Interested members of the public are encouraged to attend the upcoming public hearings and provide testimony on any service change proposal. All public comments received will be forwarded to the responsible service council to be considered prior to taking action on the service proposal. If approved, the proposed service changes would take effect on June 17, 2012 or later. Please click here to view the complete press release and for details regarding the scheduled public hearing dates. 

http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/Hearings-In-February-on-Proposed-Metro-Bus-Service/
High Desert Corridor Team Briefs Elected Officials
This week we completed two briefings for elected officials on the High Desert Corridor (HDC), a proposed new highway facility connecting the SR-14 in Los Angeles County with the SR-18 in San Bernardino County. The briefings were held in the Los Angeles and San Bernardino counties to update elected officials on the four upcoming community meetings scheduled to be held:

· January 24, 2012 in Lake Los Angeles

· January 26, 2012 in Palmdale

· January 31, 2012 in Victorville 

· February 1, 2012 in Adelanto  
In attendance were representatives from the offices of Congressman Buck McKeon, State Senator Sharon Runner, Assemblymember Tim Donnelly, Town of Apple Valley City Council, County of Los Angeles and San Bernardino Boards of Supervisors, SANBAG, the High Desert Corridor Joint Powers Authority, Sun Village Town Council and Antelope Valley Transit Authority. The purpose of the upcoming community meetings is to share the results from the Alternative Analysis, preview new and refined alignments, and to introduce the concepts of a Green Energy Corridor and High Speed Rail feeder service which can potentially be integrated into the HDC right-of way. 
Regional Connector Final Environmental Impact Statement/Report
Today begins the official 30 day review period for the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Report (Final EIS/EIR) for the Regional Connector project. The document is available for download on the project's website and on CD by email request at regionalconnector@metro.net. It will also be available at local libraries. Additionally, we will be holding two open houses on Tuesday, February 7, 2012 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Colburn School of Music, and on Wednesday, February 8, 2012 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the Japanese American National Museum. The Regional Connector Final EIS/EIR will be considered by the Planning and Programming Committee on February 15, 2012 and by the full Board on February 23, 2012.

http://www.metro.net/projects/connector/
Regionalconnector@metro.net
SR-710 EIS/EIR TAC Holds First Meeting 

We convened the first SR-710 Environmental Impact Statement/Report (EIS/EIR) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting on Wednesday, January 18, 2012. The purpose of the TAC is to inform affected agencies and/or jurisdictions about the project and to solicit input on a wide range of planning and technical issues that may arise over the course of the contract, and during the development of alternatives and the appropriate environmental document.   Approximately, 60 people, predominantly from the San Gabriel Valley, were in attendance including some members of the public.  TAC and community input is critical to the success of the project. To ensure the public is fully engaged, a community outreach structure has also been designed to provide opportunities for broad participation throughout the course of the study.

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Division 2 Bus Maintenance Facility Floor Coating (IFB)
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bid (IFB) next week for a contractor to perform complete construction work for the preparation and application of a Floor Coating System at Division 2 (720 East 15th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90021). The contractor shall provide all services, labor, materials, equipment, transportation, supplies, supervision and incidental costs as necessary for the complete installation of a heavy duty epoxy/urethane floor coating system in the Maintenance Building. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from January 23, 2012 through April 30, 2012. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Deneise Glover, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-7302.

Traction Power Sub-Station for Expo II and Foothill (IFB)
Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure sixteen - eighteen standardized Traction Power Sub-Stations for Expo II and Foothill Construction Authorities. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from January 25, 2012 through June 29, 2012. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Lily Lopez, Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-4639.

Alkaline Batteries (IFB)

Procurement will release an IFB next week to procure Alkaline Batteries. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from January 12, 2012 through May 31, 2012.

Alkaline batteries are needed to maintain all types of equipment and devices. Award of contract will provide a commitment from the supplier to ensure availability at a fixed, competitive price. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be meeting with the Southwest Rail Passenger Association and taking part in a panel for Low Carbon Transportation/Public Policy Operations and Investments at the VerdeXchange conference. I will also be attending the grand opening for the Martin Luther King Jr. Transit Center in Compton.
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