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	Westlake/MacArthur Park Joint Development Grand Opening

This morning, I joined Los Angeles Mayor and Metro Board Chair Antonio Villaraigosa and Los Angeles County Supervisor and Metro Board Director Gloria Molina at Westlake/MacArthur Park for the grand opening ceremony of the MacArthur Park Apartments, the newest transit-oriented development to open on the Metro Red/Purple Line. A first phase joint project between McCormick Baron Salazar and Metro as well as other financing partners, the development includes 90 affordable apartments, 15,000 square feet of retail space, 100 commuter car parking spaces, and 24 bicycle parking spaces. Each household will also receive a free monthly Metro pass to encourage public transit use. The developer anticipates closing construction financing on the second phase of the project for 82 additional housing units in December 2012, with construction beginning in January 2013. Construction of Phase B is estimated to take approximately 24 months. Numerous media attended this morning’s event including Channels 2/9, 5, 7, 22, 34, 35, 52, 54, Los Angeles Times, Downtown News, La Opinion, and Korea Times with stories expected to run today and tomorrow.
Media Inquires About Wilshire Ramp Closures

The Los Angeles Times and KCRW have inquired about the planned 90-day closures of the Westbound Wilshire on-ramp to the Northbound I-405 and Northbound I-405 off-ramp to Westbound Wilshire that are scheduled to begin this Friday, June 22, 2012 as part of the I-405 Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project.  Metro project staff reported that the closures are the first two of eight ramps that will have to be demolished and rebuilt over the next year.  The public is advised to identify alternate routes, plan extra time to travel in the area, work with employers to stagger work hours or telecommute, and consider ridesharing options such as carpools, vanpools or public transit.  Stories are expected to run later this week.
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