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	Go Metro iPhone App Launches and Android App Updated

The Go Metro iPhone app launched in the Apple App Store today – following the launch of the Android app on April 20, 2012. Both apps are free to download for iPhone and Android customers. To view the press release, please click here. The new Android app introduced by Communications two weeks ago continues to receive positive reviews from mobile transit customers – receiving 3.9 out of 5 stars – and is already ranked #36 in the "Top Free Transportation App" category of the Android Play Store. Communications worked with their mobile vendor to release an Android software update (Go Metro 2.0.1) which includes adding the Expo Line as well as two additional features now allowing customers to install the app on their SD card rather than the mobile device, and to check their devices for adequate space before installing. Staff will continue to monitor feedback from customers and additional updates to both apps are slated for the Orange Line opening. For more information and to download, click here for the iPhone app and here for the Android app. 
http://www.metro.net/news/simple_pr/l-metro-launches-new-version-smart-phone-app-go-me/
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/go-metro-los-angeles-version-2/id523025208?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gometro
Nextrip Real-Time Bus Arrivals Marks One Year in Operation  
Nextrip has been steadily gaining popularity with our bus riders and has consistently experienced monthly double-digit percentage growth.  With about 1.8 million monthly hits, Nextrip users are enthusiastic about the program that boasts a variety of ways to access information.  55% of users access Nextrip by mobile device, 39% prefer the web, 3% use SMS/text and another 3% use 511 to call for Nextrip information.  Nextrip information also commands 7% of all web traffic on metro.net.  With the recent roll-out of the Go Metro mobile app, which Nextrip information is tightly integrated, Metro is continuing its customer service focus to ensure our riders get real-time information using the latest customer-friendly tools.  Nextrip real-time information for Metro Rail is in development. Click here to visit the Nextrip page on the Metro website. 
http://www.metro.net/service/nextrip/
I-5 Truck Lanes Project Groundbreaking 

This morning, Metro Directors Michael Antonovich and Ara Najarian broke ground for the I-5 Truck Lanes Project between SR-14 and Pico Canyon Road.  Metro Executive Officer for Highway Program Lan Saadatnejadi, Caltrans District 7 Director Michael Miles, State Senator Sharon Runner, Assemblymember Cameron Smyth and Chairman of Golden State Gateway Coalition Tom DiPrima were also in attendance.  This $72 million project, realized through a partnership with Caltrans, will add a truck lane to the outside of I-5 in both directions by paving the median area and outside shoulder, and shifting the mixed-flow lanes inward.  More than 216,000 vehicles use this segment of I-5 every day, including 19,000 trucks.  Separating truck traffic from passenger vehicles will enhance safety, reduce congestion, provide greater mobility, improve air quality, and allow for more efficient goods movement.  The project will be completed in early 2014.  Metro contributed to this effort by providing $2 million in Measure R funds.  
Community Meetings for East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Study
On Tuesday, May 1, 2012, in cooperation with the City of Los Angeles, we concluded the fourth and final meeting in a series of Community Workshops for the East San Fernando Valley Transit Corridor Study. Approximately 140 people attended this series of meetings including Assemblymember Felipe Fuentes, and representatives from the offices of Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky and City of Los Angeles Councilmembers Richard Alarcon and Tony Cardenas.   The purpose of the meetings was to introduce Sepulveda Boulevard as an additional alternative to Van Nuys Boulevard and the extension of the study area to the Sylmar San Fernando Metrolink Station as a potential alternate northern terminus/origination point.  The meetings were structured to solicit input on improving transit service along the corridor from those who reside, work, or do business in the area.  Participants had an opportunity to chart their travel patterns along the corridor and share how a new transit system would be of benefit to them.  Comments will be solicited through May 18, 2012 in an effort to narrow the range of alternatives that will be considered in the project’s environmental clearance.  To date, over 250 comments have been generated from the April and May 2012 meetings.  It is anticipated that we will have another series of community meetings in the late summer to update the progress of the Alternatives Analysis.
SR-710 Study Community Outreach Update

This week our agency concluded a series of thirteen SR-710 Community Liaison Council (CLC) meetings hosted in San Marino, La Crescenta, El Monte, Alhambra, El Sereno, Northeast Los Angeles, Monrovia, Pasadena, Rosemead, East Los Angeles, South Pasadena, Glassell Park, and La Cañada/Flintridge. Approximately 175 stakeholders participated in these CLC meetings and agreed to act as liaisons between the study team and their respective communities. During this first series of meetings, we reviewed the CLC roles and responsibilities and previewed the alternative concepts that will be the focus of May 2012 Open Houses. CLC members were encouraged to help us increase attendance at the open houses.  

Throughout the last two weeks of May 2012, six open houses will be held throughout the study area and are designed to provide an opportunity for dialogue with the SR-710 study team.  This is a learning environment in which community members may engage at their own pace and in the subject matter that interests them most. The alternative concepts and other study process information will be available for viewing on large interactive boards staffed by multidisciplinary team members. The first Open House is scheduled for Monday, May 14, 2012, in El Sereno. Please click here to view the full schedule. 

Prior to holding the first open house, the Stakeholder Outreach Advisory Committee for the SR-710 study will convene its first meeting on May 11, 2012. The committee is responsible for providing updates on the progress of the study to their respective jurisdictions and recommending future agenda items to the project team. The city jurisdictions within the study area were invited to nominate planning commissioners to serve on this committee, and the two town councils in the study area (Altadena and La Crescenta) were also invited to nominate representatives. Ex Officio members include Metro and Caltrans executives in Highway Planning and Community Relations as technical information resources. This committee will serve as a civic based parallel to the Technical Advisory Committee.  

To receive the latest news on the SR-710 Study, interested stakeholders can visit the program website by clicking here. Online comments can be submitted through a Twitter account @SR710Study or through a Facebook page, facebook.com/sr710study, and hotline number (855) 477-7100.

http://www.metro.net/projects/sr-710-conversations
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