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	Sunnyside Preschool Tours Union Station and Metro Headquarters

This week, 40 children and parents from Sunnyside Preschool toured Union Station and Metro Headquarters. The three to four year olds are learning about transportation at school, making a visit to Union Station and Metro headquarters a unique opportunity to explore Los Angeles’ transportation offerings. The group’s exploration started with a ride into Union Station on the Metro Red Line from Universal City Station. While onboard, Metro Community Relations Officer Jackie Martinez and Community Relations Manager Barbara Burns educated the children about rail safety. When the group arrived, I was able to meet the group and tell them about my job and Metro’s exciting future in Los Angeles. The children then learned about the fish tank showcasing sea life native to California and the captivating mural by Richard Wyatt called “City of Dreams, River of History” (1995). After exploring the East Portal of Union Station, the group walked out to the Metro Gold Line platform and waved to Metrolink and Amtrak trains. The tour continued into the historical section of Union Station and out into the courtyard to enjoy the beautiful landscaping and sunny weather. At Metro Headquarters, the group viewed the set of four James Doolin murals depicting Los Angeles during 1879, 1910, 1950, and after 2000. While touring the building, the group also met Metrolink CEO John Fenton who quizzed the class on train safety. Please click here to view pictures of the Sunnyside group tour.

http://libraryarchives.metro.net/DB_Attachments/120525_Sunnyside_photos.pdf
I-405 Wilshire Ramps Community Meeting

Approximately 60 people attended a Community Meeting last night to hear Construction Relations discuss the nuts and bolts of the demolition of the first two of eight Wilshire/I-405 ramps, scheduled for Friday, June 22, 2012. Construction Relations presented the location of the traffic control officers to be positioned during the first week of reconstruction and described the recommended routes around the 90-day task. The team offered an overview of outreach material available online and displayed graphics showing the before-and-after configuration of the Wilshire ramps. Project neighbors offered traffic concerns and ideas to mitigate the forthcoming congestion. Kasey Shuda, Construction Relations Manager for the I-405 project, reminded attendees that Metro, Caltrans and the Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) do not expect their efforts to completely soften the effects of the Wilshire ramp closures in an area already known for its persistent congestion. The following elected official staff members attended the meeting at the Westwood Recreation Center: Greg Spotts, representing Metro Board Chair and Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa; Jay Greenstein, from Councilmember Paul Koretz’ office; Norman Kulla, from Councilmember Bill Rosendahl’s office; Ellen Isaacs, from the office of Assemblymember Mike Feuer; and Charles Stewart, from the office of Assemblymember Holly Mitchell.

Media Reports on Plans for Locking Fare Gates

                      

This morning, channels 7 and 34 and KABC radio interviewed Media Relations staff about plans to start locking Metro Rail stations beginning this summer with gate locking test of the Wilshire/Normandie Metro Purple Line station. Staff noted that the subway stations will then be locked in a phased schedule beginning the fall of 2012. Staff will be closely monitoring the effort. Reporters asked why Metro is locking gates now. Staff then explained that the Metro Rail system has grown significantly over the last 22 years and now carries more than 300,000 average weekday boardings, and the system will continue to grow as new Measure R rail lines are constructed and begin service. Finally, staff mentioned that locking the gates will help the agency better manage our system, help achieve seamless travel with other carriers, and curb fare evasion.   

Procurement Postings for Next Week

Metro Blue Line Stations Refurbishments (IFB)
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) for a contractor to perform Design/Build Refurbishment of Metro Blue Line Stations (MBL). The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 23, 2012 through August 23, 2012. The project includes, design and construction of new canopies at sixteen MBL at grade stations and one partial aerial station, and refurbish all twenty-one MBL stations. The existing canopies and overhead structures at five stations at the west end of Metro Green Line (MGL) shall also be thoroughly mitigated of corrosion and will be repainted completely. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Leonardo Lopez, Senior Contract Administrator, at (213) 922-3675.

Integrated Waste Management Services (IFB)
Procurement will release Invitation for Bids (IFB) for the re-bid of Integrated Waste Management Services. The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 29, 2012 through September 30, 2012. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Kenneth Takahashi, Senior Contract Administrator at (213) 922-1047.
Engine Cooling Electric Fan System Units (IFB)
Procurement will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure engine cooling electric fan system units.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from May 30, 2012 through July 20, 2012. Metro will be installing electric cooling fan systems on our 8000 series 45 foot NABI buses that were formerly powered by Detroit Diesel Series 50G natural gas engines and now re-powered with a Cummins ISLG 280HP natural gas fueled engine. Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be directed to and may only be answered by Otto Ojong, Senior Contract Administrator, at 213-922-1454.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events

Next week, I will be attending our Employee of the Quarter Luncheon and an event held by Union Pacific entitled, “Visions of Empire: The Quest for a Railroad Across America, 1840-1880”. I will also be attending the Federal Transit Administration’s Quarterly Review Meeting and the San Gabriel Valley Council of Governments Transportation Committee Meeting. Finally, I will be participating in a press event with Supervisor Knabe on Human Trafficking. 
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