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FEDERAL 

SENATE VOTES TO APPROVE THE TRANSPORTATION REAUTHORIZATION BILL 

By an overwhelming vote of 89-11, the U.S. Senate concluded several weeks of floor debate and gave final approval to H.R.3, legislation to reauthorize America’s surface transportation programs.  

The reauthorization proposal passed by the Senate authorizes $295 billion through 2009.  This figure puts the Senate in direct conflict with the President, who indicated he intends to veto any bill that exceeds the House-passed level of $284 billion.   

During the final hours of floor debate, the Senate easily defeated a last-minute effort by Senator Jeff Sessions (R-AL) to strip $11 billion from the Senate version.  The Sessions amendment sought to reduce transit formula funding by $5 billion and CMAQ (Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality) funding by $4 billion.  

In addition, the final version of the Senate-passed bill includes a provision that increases the tax-free mass transit and vanpool benefit for employees from the current $105 per month to $200 per month by 2010.   Senator Charles Schumer (D-NY), who spearheaded this effort, successfully argued that transit benefits and parking benefits should be equalized.  

Now that the Senate has cleared its version, both chambers plan to appoint conferees within the next few days.   Because the current extension of surface transportation programs is scheduled to expire on May 31, conferees have very little time to reconcile major policy differences between the House and Senate proposals.  As such, many transportation observers believe that Congress will move to pass another short-term extension prior to the end of this month.  

RAIL SAFETY

U.S. Secretary of  Transportation Norm Mineta unveiled a new plan yesterday, The National Rail Safety Action Plan, to address a number of important rail safety issues.  The plan would target the highest-risk causes for rail accidents and accelerate research into emerging technologies that can enhance rail safety across America.

The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has documented that human error accounts for 38% of all rail accidents.  According to a press release issued by the U.S. DOT on May 16, 2005, the plan outlined by Secretary Mineta, will develop a new federal rule to address human factor accidents and accelerate research into the role fatigue plays in accidents to help railroads set better crew schedules.

A copy of the National Rail Safety Action Plan is available at 

http://www.fra.dot.gov/downloads/Safety/action_plan_final_051605.pdf.
STATE

SB 1024 (Perata) Safe Facilities, Improved Mobility and Clean Air Act of 2005
SB 1024, Senator Perata’s $7.688 billion bond measure which includes funds for the San Francisco Oakland Bay Bridge, was placed on the suspense file in the Senate Appropriations Committee yesterday.  Bills which could have a fiscal impact to the state are placed on the Suspense file until the fiscal issues are resolved.  It is expected that the Senate Appropriations Committee will address these measures in the coming weeks.

SB 172 (Torlakson) Bay Area State Owned Toll Bridges – Financing

Senator Torlakson’s measure (SB 172) currently allows for an increase in the tolls, and requires future overruns to be paid by toll revenue.  The bill was also placed on the Suspense File in the Senate Appropriations Committee.  However, the bill currently requires that all toll revenues, including the revenues currently controlled by the state, be turned over to the local transportation authority.

SB 851 (Murray) Metro Procurement Processes

SB 851 (Murray), which addresses Metro’s procurement process passed out of the Senate Appropriations committee yesterday with no debate.  The bill will next be heard on the Senate floor for a full vote.  It is anticipated that the bill will pass the Senate with little or no debate.

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief, please contact Government Relations Administrator for Federal Affairs Marisa Yeager at (213) 922-2262 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 349-1483.

If you have questions concerning the State Brief, please contact Government Relations Manager for State Affairs Michael Turner at (213) 922-2122.
