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	Senate Democrats to Bring Transportation Portion of American Jobs Act Up for A Vote

Having failed to advance President Obama’s American Jobs Act (AJA) as a single piece of legislation, Senate Democrats are reportedly bringing the transportation portion of the AJA to the Senate floor within the next several weeks. Yesterday, Senate Democrats failed to advance a portion of the AJA that would have provided $30 billion for state and local governments to hire teachers and other school workers, with $5 billion to help pay for the salaries of police officers, firefighters and other first responders. The transportation portion of the AJA would seek to generate jobs in the short-term by increasing infrastructure spending by about $50 billion by giving federal funds to road, bridge and airport projects. The language in the AJA also endorses spending $10 billion to create a national infrastructure bank. According to congressional sources, the cost of the transportation portion of the AJA would be offset through a 0.7 percent surtax on income above $1 million.
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