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	America Fast Forward Element Included in Senate Transportation Bill

The U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW), under the leadership of Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), has released an outline of a two year surface transportation bill that includes elements of our agency’s America Fast Forward initiative. Formally known as “Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21), the outline includes a section entitled America Fast Forward that reflects a dramatic increase in the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation (TIFIA) program.  MAP-21 would maintain current levels of highway and transit spending, which is in contrast to a draft six-year House bill, which would cut federal transportation funding by approximately 30%.  MAP-21 would also seek to consolidate nearly 90 existing federal transportation programs to less than three dozen programs.  A copy of the MAP-21 outline released by the Senate EPW Committee may be accessed at the following link: http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=6faa8089-51ae-4e8a-ae20-4055294798f3
Senate Transportation Hearing Will Feature Testimony by Los Angeles Mayor and Metro Chairman Antonio Villaraigosa

U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), Chairman of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works has called a hearing of her committee this Thursday week to discuss her plans with respect to the nation’s next surface transportation bill.   The hearing, entitled “Legislative Issues For Transportation Reauthorization,” will feature testimony by seven witnesses, including Los Angeles Mayor and Metro Chairman Antonio Villaraigosa.  Among others testifying are Gary Ridley, Secretary of the Oklahoma Department of Transportation and Deron Lovaas, Transportation Policy Director of the Natural Resources Defense Council. The current extension of our nation’s last surface transportation bill [SAFETEA-LU] expires on September 30, 2011.
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