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	Senate Majority Leader Reid Selects Senators to Serve on Debt “Super Committee”

Today, U.S. Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) announced the appointment of three Democrats to serve on the Joint Select Committee charged with finding in excess of $1 trillion in spending cuts before the end of calendar year 2011. The Majority Leader announced that Senator Patty Murray (D-WA) will serve as co-chair of the committee and that Senators Max Baucus (D-MT) and John Kerry (D-MA) will also serve on the panel. Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY), House Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) are all expected to announce their selections to the Joint Select Committee shortly. In a statement released by the Office of the Senate Majority Leader, Reid was quoted as saying, “The Joint Select Committee has been charged with forging the balanced, bipartisan approach to deficit reduction that the American people, the markets and rating agencies like Standard and Poor’s are demanding. To achieve that goal, I have appointed three senators who each posses an expertise in budget matters, a commitment to a balanced approach and a track record of forging bipartisan consensus.” The Joint Select Committee may play a key role in deciding the future of the Federal Government’s commitment to transportation program and projects. Given the ability of transportation projects to deliver job growth, many transit and highway advocates hope and will be working to ensure that the committee recommends ways to ensure the long-term solvency of the federal Highway Trust Fund. Our agency will be working closely with members and staff for the Joint Select Committee and a broad array of advocacy organizations to advance our interest in maintaining a robust federal transportation program.
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