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	CA Governor Brown Introduces 2012 Budget  
Today, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. introduced his 2012-13 state budget proposal.  A copy of the budget summary is attached. The budget address a $9.6 billion structural deficit in 2012 by proposing spending cuts, paying down wall of debt and a tax measure in the November 2012 election. The majority of the cuts are in education. The Governor proposal also reduces the number of state government agencies from 12 to 10, eliminates 39 state entities, and eliminates 9 programs. The Governor also proposes a $2.5 billion bond sale for this spring and $5 billion next year. In addition, a focused and consolidated Transportation Agency is proposed. This new Transportation Agency will include the Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the Department of Motor Vehicles, the High‑Speed Rail Authority, the Highway Patrol, the California Transportation Commission, and the Board of Pilot Commissioners.  Currently, the Business Transportation and Housing Agency budget includes a reduction of $3.7 million and 41.7 positions to reflect a zero‑based analysis of ongoing staffing needs. With the significant reduction of Public Transportation Account funding for capital projects, the Budget proposes a reduction in project oversight positions to appropriate levels. The Budget also proposes to streamline planning and administrative workload. The Governor’s proposal appears to maintain funding for transportation operations as required by law. Please click here to view the complete state budget proposal. 
Assemblymember Feuer introduces AB 1444

Assemblymember Mike Feuer (D-Los Angeles) has introduced AB 1444, a bill which would create a separate statute for public transit projects to go through an expedited judicial review process on CEQA lawsuits.  
Metro staff will be taking this measure to the board for consideration later this month. Please click here to view AB number 1444.
http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/pdf/BudgetSummary/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
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