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	House and Senate Plan To Move On Parts Of Surface Transportation Bill Next Week

Earlier today, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) announced that the U.S. Senate Finance Committee will act next week to fill a funding gap facing the surface transportation bill that was unanimously adopted by the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee last year. That bill, known as the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) Act, was authored by EPW Chair, Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA) and her Ranking member, Senator James Inhofe (R-OK). The Senate Finance Committee, which is chaired by Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), will seek to address the gap between the funding level in MAP-21 and the amount of funds flowing into the Highway Trust Fund. The House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee, led by Chairman John Mica (R-FL), is planning on marking-up his version of a surface transportation bill next week.  Our staff and federal advocates will be actively engaged and monitoring the actions in the House and Senate next week relative to the surface transportation bill. The current extension of SAFETEA-LU expires on March 31, 2012.
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