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	U.S. House of Representatives Gears Up To Consider Surface Transportation Authorization Legislation Next Week 

The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, led by Chairman John Mica (R-FL), is expected to consider its version of a surface transportation bill as early as next Thursday. The bill will reportedly include funding of approximately $52 billion annually over a five year period. The bill is expected to include no earmarks and will reportedly eliminate all discretionary programs, save for the New Starts program, which funds large transit capital projects. The funding levels included in the bill will need to be reconciled with the weakening Highway Trust Fund, which does not have enough resources to pay for the highway and transit programs in the bill. The job of reconciling the funding levels in the House surface transportation bill with the Highway Trust Fund will be left to the House Ways and Means Committee, which is expected to find a federal funding source. In addition to consideration by the House Ways and Means Committee, the highway safety title of the surface transportation bill will be considered by the committee of jurisdiction, the House Energy and Commerce Committee. Our staff and federal advocates will be tracking House action on the surface transportation bill very closely.
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