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	House Adopts Bill To Expand Domestic Oil Shale Production and Drilling In Arctic Refuge To Pay For Portion Of Surface Transportation Bill

Moments ago, the U.S. House of Representatives voted by a margin of 237 to 187 to adopt H.R. 3408, the Protecting Investment in Oil Shale the Next Generation of Environmental, Energy, and Resource Security Act or PIONEERS Act. House GOP leaders will reportedly take this legislation and consolidate it into the broader surface transportation bill they hope to adopt when Congress reconvenes after the President’s Day Recess. The PIONEERS Act would direct the Obama Administration to issue more research, development and demonstration (RD&D) and commercial oil shale leases. The legislation would also open up portions of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to energy production and would require the Obama Administration to move ahead with new offshore production in the Atlantic, Pacific and Eastern Gulf of Mexico. As outlined by Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) earlier this week, the PIONEERS Act is meant to help pay for a portion of the House GOP’s surface transportation bill. Democratic House Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) has sharply criticized the PIONEERS Act and recently offered the following comment on the House GOP surface transportation bill, “It eliminates all of the dedicated funding for public transportation, leaving millions of riders, already faced with service cuts and fare increases, out in the cold.”
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