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	U.S. Senate Slated to Begin Consideration of Amendments to Surface Transportation Bill

Later this week, the U.S. Senate is expected to begin consideration of amendments that have been offered to the long-stalled surface transportation bill (S. 1813). The legislation in the Senate, which enjoys broad bi-partisan support, is expected to face a number of amendments, some germane and others unrelated to transportation policy. It is expected that an amendment offered by Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) will be considered this Thursday on the Senate floor. The Blunt amendment would permit health insurance plans to decline to cover an item if it is against the issuer’s religious beliefs. Efforts in the House to bring to the floor their version of a surface transportation bill has stalled this week. In remarks before the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, the Chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, John Mica (R-FL) sharply criticized those who are seeking to delay his surface transportation bill in the belief that a better bill can be crafted after the elections this November.
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