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	House Acts On Surface Transportation Extension

Moments ago, the United States House of Representatives passed H.R. 4348 on a 293 to 127 vote. The legislation created another 90-day Transportation Extension, with the addition of the controversial Keystone XL Pipeline, as well as the RESTORE Act (drilling in the Gulf Coast). This bill will continue current authorization through September 30th, the end of Federal Fiscal Year 2012. President Obama has signaled that he will veto the Keystone XL Pipeline legislation. This extension is expected to become the vehicle for the U.S. Senate and the House of Representatives to go to Conference on a new Surface Transportation Re-Authorization Bill. The Senate will go to Conference with their bill, S. 1813, more commonly known as MAP-21, which contains a section on innovative financing titled "America Fast Forward" and includes an annual authorization of $1 billion for the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) program.
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