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	U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations Adopts Transportation Bill For FY 2013 – Includes New Starts Funding For Los Angeles County Projects

Earlier today, the U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations moved to approve its Federal Fiscal Year 2013 spending bill for transportation and housing and urban development. The bill provides budget authority of $53.4 billion and sets funding for highway and transit programs at current levels. It appropriates $39.1 billion for the Federal-aid Highway Program and $10.6 billion for transit programs, including approximately $2.1 billion for the New Starts Program. The bill includes $120 million for a category of New Starts funding that includes Metro’s two New Starts projects, the Westside Subway Extension and the Regional Connector. President Obama’s Federal Fiscal Year 2013 Budget released earlier this year included $51 million for the Westside Subway Extension and $31 million for the Regional Connector. The bill approved today by the Senate Committee on Appropriations is consistent with the amount of funding provided by the President’s Budget for the New Starts category entitled “Other Major Capital Investment Program Funding Recommendations”. The next step for this transportation spending measure is for it to be considered by the full Senate later this year and for the House of Representatives to act to adopt its version of a Federal Fiscal Year 2013 transportation spending bill. Metro welcomes and appreciates the continued support our New Starts projects and our broader America Fast Forward initiative, are receiving from both the Obama Administration and the U.S. Congress. Specifically, we appreciate the strong support of our Board Chairman, Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, our entire Board of Directors and the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation on this particular bill, especially the hard work of Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), who serves as a member of the Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Housing and Urban Development. 
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