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	California State Assembly and Senate Transportation Committees Approve Key Transportation Bills

Yesterday, the California State Assembly Transportation Committee, Chaired by Assemblymember Bonnie Lowenthal heard testimony and voted in favor of legislation related to a number of issues of importance to transportation in Los Angeles County.  

· AB 1706 (Eng) – Metro’s Board formally voted in March to adopt a Support Work With Author position on this bill that would clarify standards related to vehicle weight limitations.  The bill has since been amended to update the language for state laws and axle weight, and also adds a provision for a study on the issue to be initiated;

· AB 2440 (B. Lowenthal) – Metro’s Board formally voted in March to adopt a  Support position on this Metro-sponsored legislation that addresses Metro’s Customer of Choice procurement process;

· AB 2247 (B. Lowenthal) – Metro’s Executive Management Committee adopted a Support Work with Author position in April, and the position will be considered by the Board on Thursday. The bill will authorize Metro Transit Court to process violations related to illegal vending within Metro’s transit system. 

Moments ago, Senate Transportation and Housing Committee, Chaired Senator Mark DeSaulnier, also heard testimony and voted in favor of legislation related to transportation in the Los Angeles to San Diego (LOSSAN) corridor. 

· SB 1225 (Padilla) – Metro’s Board formally voted in March to adopt a Support position on this bill that would provide a local control mechanism within the LOSSAN corridor.  

AB 2247 and AB 1706 will next be considered by the Assembly Appropriations Committee. AB 2440 will go directly to the Assembly for a floor vote. SB 1225 will next be considered by the Senate Appropriations Committee. Metro staff is continuously working with members of the Los Angeles County delegation to rally support for bills within our 2012 State Legislative Program.  
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