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Government Relations

Bi-Weekly Communiqué

Current Events & Issues

         

August 4, 2003
· Federal Appropriations Update - The House Appropriations Committee markup of its Fiscal Year 2004 bill was held on Thursday, July 24, 2003.  Chairman C.W. Young of Alaska led the Full Committee.

       The bill provides several earmarks specifically for the LACMTA, including: 

$10 million for the Metro Gold Line extension into East Los Angeles

$3.5 million for bus improvements

$1 million in Intelligent Transportation Systems for the Authority’s planned Regional Universal Fare System

       The Senate's Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee tentatively plans to consider its

       Fiscal Year 2004 bill in September.

· Federal Reauthorization Update - According to knowledgeable Senate staffers, the committees with jurisdiction over the reauthorization of TEA-21 would like to complete the bill by the end of September.   However, there is still uncertainty as to if and when they can move forward with this plan given strong differences that remain between Congress and the Administration on the overall size of the bill.  Environmental Streamlining and Bonding Finance proposals are issues that still need to be addressed.  The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee did not release their draft bill reauthorizing TEA-21 before the August recess.  We will hopefully see this draft in September.

· State Budget - The Governor has approved a State Budget Package which contains a set of actions relating to transportation.  The Budget Package consists of two main components which are:  a main budget bill, and a trailer bill, which both contain transportation related actions.  The transportation trailer bill of the Budget Package allocates $289 million to the Traffic Congestion Relief Program (TCRP).  Of this, $100 million would be allocated to the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  The balance of $189 million would be allocated to the TCRP as well.  Of the $189 million allocated to the TCRP, $31 million is to be available to Caltrans staffing of the TCRP projects leaving $158 million for existing project allocations.  The General Fund would retain the balance of the TCRP funds, $856 million.   The Budget further allocates an additional $173 million to the STIP which is a partial payback for a loan made in last year's budget agreement.   MTA staff are assessing the impact on MTA policies, projects and programs.

· I-710 Update - This month the I-710 Oversight Policy Committee (OPC) adopted a two tier Community Advisory Committee Structure designed to improve public participation in the development and consideration of I-710 Corridor alternatives.  Under Tier One, the 14 corridor cities and 2 County unincorporated areas may establish citizen committees which focus on local issues related to the I-710 Corridor, including present and future impacts on their communities.  Under Tier Two, a broader based Corridor Level Advisory Committee will identify and work on key issues proposed by Tier One Grass Roots committees.  These issues might range from mobility and economic development, to land use and urban design.  The main objective of the structure is for Community Level Committees (Tier One) to provide direct input to the Corridor Level Committee (Tier Two), which then directly provides input to the OPC.   
· [image: image3.wmf]Local Update - A briefing of regional MTA projects was held for City of Los Angeles staff at City Hall on Tuesday, July 29, 2003.  Presentations included updated overviews of the Metro Rapid Bus, the San Fernando Valley Metro Rapidway, Call for Projects, 101 FWY status, Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension Light Rail, Wilshire and Exposition Corridor studies.  The briefing was attended by staff representing the offices of Council Member Zine, Council Member LaBonge, Council Member Weiss, Council Member Padilla, Council Member Parks, Council Member Ludlow, Council Member Miscikowski, Council Member Smith and Council Member Villaraigosa.  Mayoral and CLA staff were also in attendance.  MTA Government Relations staff plan to hold briefings for L.A. City staff on a biannual basis.

Upcoming Events – Quarterly Legislative briefing for elected officials and staff August 15, 2004 at the MTA Headquarters.  Notices will be mailed later this week.
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