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STATE

SB 314 (Murray) ½ Cent Sales Tax for Los Angeles County

SB 314 was approved with Senator Murray’s amendments (a copy of which was faxed and emailed to the Board) in the Assembly Appropriations Committee today on a strict party line vote.  SB 314 would authorize the MTA to place before the voters a transaction and use tax initiative for funding of specified transportation related projects.  The bill conditions the imposition of the tax upon voter approval as otherwise required by law.  The MTA has adopted a “Work with Author” position on the bill.  

AB 98 (Koretz) Meal and Rest Periods

AB 98 passed off the Senate floor and is heading for the Governor’s office.  AB 98 would authorize the Industrial Welfare Commission to remove an exemption for public agencies from specified meal and rest period requirements.  The IWC will soon hold hearings on the proposed regulations.  The MTA has adopted an “Oppose” position on the bill.

AB 199 (Oropeza) Public Transit Employer-Employee Relations Act

AB 199 passed in Senate Appropriations Committee on a 7-5 vote.  AB 199 would create a separate section of law regulating the Transit Operations Supervisors at the MTA.  The MTA has adopted an “Oppose” position on this bill

AB 839 (Salinas) Retention of Video Surveillance Recordings

AB 839 was heard today on the Senate floor.  The bill included amendments that would provide a limited exemption to public transit operators from the requirement to store video surveillance recordings for one year.  Government Relations staff has been working with the California Transit Association to draft amendments which will allow for a limited retention period consistent with MTA’s current practices.  The Senate did not vote on the bill.  The bill will be considered again on the Senate floor next week.  The Board has adopted a “Support” position on the bill.

SB 504 (Kuehl) Exposition Light Rail Line Construction Authority.
SB 504 passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee on a party line vote.  SB 504 will establish the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority for awarding and overseeing final design and construction contracts for completion of the Los Angeles-Exposition Metro Line light rail project.   The MTA has adopted a “Neutral” position on the bill.

SB 760  (Scott) Lease-Lease Back Transaction

SB 760 unanimously passed the Assembly Appropriations Committee.  SB 760 would maintain a valuable public transit financing mechanism.  SB 760 would extend the sunset date on the existing law which facilitates lease-leaseback exemption for public transit agencies to January 1, 2009.  The MTA has adopted a “Support” position on this bill.
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