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        MTA LEGISLATIVE BRIEF

July 11, 2003

TO:

MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:
ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

STATE

AB 98 (Koretz) Meal and Rest Periods

AB 98 will be considered in the Senate Appropriations Committee on Monday July 14, 2003.  AB 98 would authorize the Industrial Welfare Commission to remove an exemption for public agencies from specified meal and rest period requirements.

AB 199 (Oropeza) Public Transit Employer-Employee Relations Act

AB 199 will be considered in the Senate Appropriations Committee on Monday July 14, 2003.  AB 199 would create a separate section of law regulating the Transit Operations Supervisors at the MTA.

AB 839 (Salinas) Retention of Video Surveillance Recordings

AB 839 was recently approved by the Senate Judiciary committee on a 6-0 vote.  The bill will provide a limited exemption to public transit operators from the requirement to store video surveillance recordings for one year.

SB 314 (Murray) ½ Cent Sales Tax for Los Angeles County

SB 314 will be considered in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on Wednesday July 16, 2003.  SB 314 would authorize the MTA to place on the ballot a ½ cent sales tax increase for Los Angeles County Transportation projects.

SB 504 (Kuehl) Exposition Light Rail Line Construction Authority.
SB 504 will be considered in the Assembly Appropriations Committee on Wednesday July 16, 2003.  SB 504 was recently amended to incorporate the following:

· Addition of MTA CEO as an ex-officio member of the board

· Increase the board from 5 to 7 members by adding one member from the Los Angeles City Council and one member from the Board of Supervisors.

· Require the MTA to enter into specified agreements with the Construction Authority.

SB 18 (Burton, Chebro, Ducheny) Native American Sacred Sites

SB 18 has been moving through the Legislature as a “spot bill” relating to Native American sacred sites.  The bill was recently amended by Senator Burton in response to negotiations he has had with interest groups who participated in last year’s SB 1856.  SB 1856 would have granted unprecedented power to Native American groups relating to projects developed around sacred sites.  The amendments to SB 18 are represented by Senator Burton’s office to remove the veto power.  Staff are currently analyzing the full text of the amendments.  

The bill will be considered in the Assembly Natural Resources Committee on Monday July 14, 2003.

STATE BUDGET

On July 10, Caltrans issued a letter to their contractors stating that all construction work on their improvement projects will cease as of July 20, 2003 if a budget is not quickly passed.  Staff are currently reviewing our projects to assess the impact this may have on SHA projects in Los Angeles County.  Caltrans will keep the MTA informed on the status of their funding capacity.  

If you should have any questions regarding the above please call Michael Turner at 213-922-2122.

FEDERAL

This morning the House Appropriations Subcommitttee on Transportation, Treasury and Independent Agencies met to mark up the FY 04 Transportation Appropriations bill.  No report was issued.  We have learned that the New Starts funding was cut by approximately $300 million and that only projects with Full Funding Grant Agreements (FFGA) received an earmark.  The Subcommittee, however, did set aside $180 million for projects with pending Full Funding Grant Agreement.  This would include the east side light rail line. No funds were earmarked for bus projects.  Highway funding however, was increased significantly.  Amtrak received a $580 million earmark which was well below the nearly $900 million which was included in the President’s budget.  

We will provide more intimate details on Monday after we have reviewed the subcommittee report.  There will be a full House Appropriations Committee mark up Wednesday, July 16.  Government Relations will keep you apprised.  If you should have questions, please call Marisa Yeager 213-922-2262, Raffi Hamparian 213-922-3769 or Gary Clark at 213-922-2226.
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