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The following are actions which have been taken on various bills in the State Legislature which may impact MTA programs.  

Gas Tax Repeal Proposals
A number of newspaper reports have discussed proposals to repeal portions of the federal and state gas taxes and to repeal the sales taxes on gasoline.  A procedural vote on two proposals, AJR 52 (McClintock) and AB 1706 (Strickland), failed passage in the State Assembly yesterday.  Proposals have also be made in Congress.  Staff are preparing a Board Box item summarizing the proposals and their status.

AB 1612 (Torlakson)

AB 1612 has been amended to create two new accounts in the State Transportation Fund: the Neighborhood Street Improvement and Transit Assistance Account and the Neighborhood Street Improvement Account.  The bill further proposes to transfer $200 million from the General Fund into the Neighborhood Street Improvement and Transit Assistance Account.  These funds would then be distributed 50% to the Public Transportation Account and 50% to cities and counties.

The sales tax on the state and federal gas taxes which, amounts to approximately $200 million, would be transferred into the Neighborhood Street Improvement Account for distribution to cities and counties.
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AB 1303 (Florez) State Gas Tax Allocations

AB 1303 has been amended to modify the allocations of the state gas tax to cities and counties and to require the allocation of $500 million to the State Highway Account from the General Fund.   

AB 1871 (Runner)  High Occupancy Vehicle Lanes - State Route 14

AB 1871 was amended on March 14 and is scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Transportation Committee on March 27.  The current version of the bill would prohibit new HOV lanes on State Route 14 from Santa Clarita to Palmdale unless the lane is authorized for mixed flow use from 10a.m. to 3:00p.m. and after 7:00 p.m.  The lane would further be required to have  striping which would allow entering and exiting of the lane at any portion of the lane.

The previous version of the bill would have allowed local agencies to develop High Occupancy Toll Lane or congestion pricing programs.  These provisions have been stricken from the bill.

SB 1426 (Rainey)

SB 1426 was amended on March 8 and is scheduled to be heard in the Senate Transportation Committee on April 4.  

The bill has been amended to transfer a portion of the sales tax on the federal and state gas taxes to the State Highway Account.  These funds would then be restricted to the construction of highway capacity enhancing projects.  The previous version of the bill would have allocated those funds to cities and counties.  

AB 1428 (Karnette) Freeway Service Patrols

AB 1428 will remove the sunset provision of the Freeway Service Patrol program.  The bill is scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Transportation Committee on April 4.  AB 1428 is 

co-sponsored by the MTA.

AB 1765 (Maddox) Benefit Assessment Districts

AB 1765 has been scheduled for a hearing in the Assembly Transportation Committee on 

March 27.  The MTA has adopted an oppose position on this measure.
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