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Mobility-21 Event Features Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy from Washington, DC

Last Friday I welcomed to Los Angeles the Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy for the U.S. Department of Transportation, Emil Frankel, at a briefing hosted by Mobility-21.  The event, held in the MTA’s Board Room, drew a broad array of transportation stakeholders from both the public and private sector.

I had invited Mr. Frankel to address members of Mobility-21 on the Bush Administration’s plan to reauthorize America’s highway, transit, motor carrier, safety and research programs, popularly known as the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act of 2003 (SAFETEA).  I was also eager for Mr. Frankel to learn more about the reauthorization priorities shared by the MTA and other transportation advocates in Los Angeles County. 

In his remarks, Frankel provided details of SAFETEA and explained why the Bush Administration believes the measure should be adopted by both the House and Senate and subsequently signed into law by the President.  The Assistant Secretary addressed concerns held by Congressional Democrats and Republicans and transportation advocates that the $250 billion set aside by the Administration for SAFETEA is inadequate.  He also fielded a number of questions from attendees, including several queries related to Bus Rapid Transit, the New Starts program, and efforts to improve the safety of our nation’s transportation highway and transit system.

Emil Frankel was appointed Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy of the United States Department of Transportation in March of 2002.  From 1991 to 1995, he served as Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Transportation.  He has served as a speaker, panelist, and moderator on a wide range of transportation topics including Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) technologies, intercity rail services, transportation planning and management, and transportation and air quality. 

Pending FFGA for the Metro Gold Line East Los Angeles Extension:

On Monday, July 21, 2003, MTA Planning, Construction, and Government Relations staff members met in Washington, DC with officials from the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) Planning, Programming and Engineering Departments to discuss the MTA’s pending Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) for the Metro Gold Line East Los Angeles extension.  Our staff received positive feedback on the information they presented and have been asked to provide some minor follow-up materials.  

The MTA has submitted all of its required Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) information and related attachments to the Regional FTA office in San Francisco.  The Regional FTA office is currently awaiting final reports from the PMOC, FMOC, and internal review comments from FTA headquarters in Washington, DC prior to formally submitting the FFGA application to FTA Administrator Jenna Dorn.

At the meeting with FTA officials, MTA staff were informed that the FFGA process may be delayed due to an arbitrary internal 90-day risk assessment analysis that must be completed prior to the FTA Administrator forwarding the recommended FFGA to the OST (Office of Secretary of Transportation) and OMB (Office of Management and Budget).

I am scheduled to meet next week with U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Norm Mineta to discuss the status of our pending FFGA.   I look forward to sharing with you details of my meeting with Secretary Mineta upon my return from Washington, DC.

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this or any other matter please do not hesitate to contact MTA Government Relations staff; Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or Marisa Valdez Yeager at (213) 922-2262. 
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