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MTA LEGISLATIVE BRIEF

November 24, 2003

TO:

MTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FROM:
ROGER SNOBLE, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Federal 

The MTA Government Relations Department held a briefing on Friday, November 21, 2003 concerning the status of the Eastside Light Rail Line’s pending Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) for staff members of public officials who represent areas in and around the proposed transit project.

The briefing included information regarding the Eastside FFGA’s status at the Office of Secretary of Transportation (OST).  Last week the FFGA paperwork for the Eastside Project moved from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to the OST.  Staff members were urged to contact the U.S. Department of Transportation to encourage Secretary Mineta to conduct an expeditious review of the Eastside FFGA.  Following approval of the FFGA by OST, the documents will be sent to the Office of Management and Budget and then on to the U.S. Congress for a 60-day statutory review period.

Additional information regarding the status of the Eastside FFGA was provided, via conference call, by MTA Consultant and former FTA Chief Counsel, Kent Woodman and Anne Miano of Patton Boggs.

Staff members from the following offices participated in the Eastside FFGA Briefing; U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, U.S. Representatives Lucille Roybal-Allard, Grace Napolitano and Hilda Solis, State Senator Gil Cedillo, Mayor James Hahn, and Los Angeles City Councilmember Antonio Villaraigosa

Please feel free to contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs, Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 with any questions.

State

The Legislature is currently conducting policy committee hearings on all special session matters. The Senate and Assembly Budget Committees are scheduled to conduct a joint hearing tomorrow on the Governor’s special session budget proposals.  It is anticipated that the Governor’s office will release its proposed bond measure and mid-year spending cuts shortly.

A number of bills have been introduced in response to the Governor’s call for special sessions of the Legislature.  The following is a summary of the bills staff are currently monitoring.  Additional measures will be introduced as the special sessions proceed.  Special session bills are categorized by the session during which they are introduced.  For example, a bill introduced during the special session related to the Budget will be numbered 5x – to signify that it was introduced during the special session on the budget, which is the fifth special session of the 2003/2004 California Legislature.

ACA 5x  1 (Canciamilla) Spending Cap

ACA 5x 1 proposes to limit General Fund expenditures based on General Fund revenues. Amongst other provisions, ACA 5x 1 requires the creation of an Infrastructure Investment Fund similar to the recent Proposition 53 and specifies exemptions to the spending limits.  Staff’s initial review indicates that Article 19 funds from the state gas tax and Traffic Congestion Relief Plan are exempted from calculations establishing the limit.  It should be noted that the provision authorizing the suspension of the TCRP remains in current law.

ACA 5x 2 Campbell) Spending Cap

ACA 5x2 is the Republican version of a spending cap and is much less specific than ACA 5x 1.  Of concern to staff is that ACA 5x2 does not clearly exempt transportation funds from the spending cap.  Staff are currently working with other transportation interests in the state to pursue exempting transportation funds from this measure.

AB 4x 2 (Maldonado) Workers’ Compensation

AB 4x 2 is the Governor’s proposal to overhaul the workers compensation reform and initially includes a number of reforms sought by employers. Staff are currently reviewing this measure in more detail.

SB 4x 1 (Burton) Workers’ Compensation

Senator Burton has introduced SB 4x 1 that would prevent enactment of the workers’ compensation reforms approved by the Legislature this year.

A number of bills relating to specific areas of workers’ compensation reform have been introduced and are being reviewed by staff. 

Please feel free to contact Government Relations Manager for State Affairs, Michael Turner at (213) 922-2122 with any questions.
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