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Federal

Impasse Ends on Transportation Reauthorization Measure

In an unexpected development, Senate President Bill Frist (R-TN) and Senate Minority Leader Tom Daschle (D-SD) reached an agreement last night on appointing conferees for a six-year transportation reauthorization bill.  The naming of conferees had been stalled for over three weeks because Democrats in the Senate contended that Republicans were going to block them from fully participating in the conference on the reauthorization bill.  Senator Frist and Daschle held a colloquy on the Senate floor last night where they expressed confidence that both sides would “work together in conference in good faith to get the best possible result.”

Senator James Inhofe of Oklahoma will be the Senate chairman of the conference.  A full listing of both House and Senate conferees will be published shortly.  Among the major issues to be faced by the conferees is the final dollar amount of the bill.  Bush Administration officials are reportedly willing to accept the $275 billion price tag of the House passed bill (H.R. 3550), but unwilling to endorse the $318 billion measure (S. 1072) passed by the Senate earlier this year.

MTA Government Relations staff and our federal advocates will continue working with members of the Los Angeles County Congressional Delegation and House and Senate leaders to ensure that our concerns and interests are fully addressed during the conference on the transportation reauthorization bill.

State 

SB 1773 (Soto)- Benefit Assessment District Bill

This measure was passed on the Senate Floor, Tuesday, on a 29-7 vote.  SB 1773 is sponsored by the MTA.  This bill would allow current property owners who are participating in the Benefit Assessment Districts Program to file a petition for exclusion or reduction of an assessment for the 2004-2005 fiscal year or in any subsequent fiscal year.  This measure is an element of the MTA’s 2003-2004 Legislative Program.

State Budget Update

Both Senate and Assembly Budget Subcommittees for transportation are in the process of holding hearings on the Governor’s May Revision.  The Assembly Budget Subcommittee and Senate Budget Subcommittee met yesterday.  

The Assembly Budget Subcommittee has a standing recommendation to increase funding for the Traffic Congestion Relief Program beyond the Governor’s May Revision.  This effort would allocate $500 million that would amount to a partial suspension of Proposition 42. The Governor’s proposal in the May Revision was to fully suspend Proposition 42 and repay those funds in 2008.  MTA representatives are working with transportation advocates in Sacramento to support this recommendation.

Bay Area Bridges Language

The Assembly Budget Subcommittee required clarification of the language relating to overruns on the bay bridges to ensure that overruns come out of the Toll Bridge Seismic Retrofit Account.  Yesterday, State Senator Kevin Murray was instrumental in raising objections to this language.  Additionally, Assembly Member Lloyd Levine, who is a member of the Subcommittee, was instrumental in raising objections to this language and requesting more disclosure regarding the cost overruns of the bridges.   
Board of Equalization 

An Assembly Budget Subcommittee has approved a recommendation to lift the cap on the amount of money the BOE may charge the MTA for processing Los Angeles County’s sales taxes for transportation.  The Self Help Counties coalition is opposing this action as it will result in a significant diversion of local sales tax revenue to fund BOE’s administrative costs.

If you have any questions concerning the Federal Brief please contact Government Relations Manager for Federal Affairs Raffi Hamparian at (213) 922-3769 or David Kim, Director of Federal Advocacy in Washington, DC at (202) 997-4633.

If you have questions concerning the State Brief please contact Government Relations Manger for State Affairs Michael Turner at (213) 922-2122 or Kimberly Yu, Government Relations Officer, at (213) 922-4145.

