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Yerkes Awards London Contract ' 
DEC 101900 

O n Nov. 27 H . C. D avi a, the represe.nt;t'ive of Charles T . Yerkes 
in E ngla nd , ann ounced that a cont racf' ha.d bee'n co111pl ete d aud 
would be sig ned wi thin twen ty·four hour s g~irfg Pri·e-e- &-R.(e°v es 
the con tract for the co nstruction of the Charin g Cross, E uston & 
Hampstea d R ailroad. The contract involves about $20,000,000. 

M r. D avis announced th at he would return to the U nited S tates 
as soon as the detail s were co mpleted. 

Reported Negotiations for the Purchase of Washington Properties 
A special di spatch fro m \il/ashi ngton states that Stone & 

\il/ebster, of Boston, Mass., are negotiatin g for the purchase of the 
property o f the W ashington Traction & E lectric Company. J acob 
Furth, president of th e Puget Sound National Bank, of Seattle, 
vVash. , representin g Stone & Webster , was in Washington re· 
cently inspectin g the lines. Mr. F urth is quoted as stating th at 
whi le it is by no means settled that th e r epresentatives of th e 
various interests will be abl e to com e to term s, he is in Washing· 
ton to look into th e p roperti es and report to those with whom he 
is interested. The officers of the W ashing ton T raction & E lectric 
Co mpany di sclaim all knowledge of the p roposed deal. 

Councilmanic Fight at R,i ch mond 
After a most spirited fi ght in Council th e R ichmo nd Traction 

Company has been g ranted the ri ght to opera te cars over the lines 
o f the Richmond P assenger & P ower Company in Main S treet , 
Richm ond, V a. Th e Ri chmond P assenger & Power Company 
b itterly o pposed th e m eas ure, a nd th e publi c was hi g hly excited 
during the time the suuj ect was before th e Counci l. 

Consolidation of New Jersey Roads 
The Elizabeth, Plainfi eld & Central J ersey R ailway Company 

has been organized with a capital s tock of $3,000,000 to consolidate 
the existing electric railway lines operating in and ab out E lizabeth, 
Rahway and Plainfi eld, o uts ide the North J ersey Street R ail way 
in E li zabeth. The compani es to be consolidated ar e:. W es tfi eld & 
Elizabeth Street Rail way Company, E lizab eth City Horse Rail• 
road Company, E lizabeth Str eet R ailway Co mpany, Pl ainfield 
Street R ailway Com pany, and R ahway Street R ailroad Compa ny. 
The lines extend, with branches, to Dunellen , W estfield, Rah way, 
Boynton Beach, P lainfi eld, R oselle, Scotch Plains and North 
Plainfi eld. The company proposes to issue $ 2, 500,000 bonds , of 
whi ch, it is said, $1,500,000 will be used to purchase th e K ean in• 
terest and the R ahway Company. The balance will be used for 
improvements and extensions. The officers of th e compa ny are: 
D avid Young, president ; Thomas A. Nevins, of Orange, vice· 
presid ent ; Edwin W . H ine, of Orange, secretary; Thom as N. Mc· 
Carter, of Newark, tr eas urer. 

Brooklyn Power House Destroyed by Fire 
The Ridgewood power station of th e Brooklyn Rapid Transi t, 

which is situat ed near th e dividing line of Kings and Queens 
Counties, on VVykoff Avenue, was totally des troyed by fir e on the 
afternoon of D ec. 4. T he fire started shortl y before 5 p . 111. , and 
within ten minutes wa s beyond control, it being gr eatly assisted by 
seven or eight barre ls of oil , which had been just r oll ed into the 
eng ine room, and which wer e reached by th e fl ames before there 
was tim e to r emove them. The station supplied ~. lar ge di strict , 
which is widely r emoved from th e o ther po wer stati ons of the 
company, but, by th rowing part of the load on th e K ent Avenue 
stati o n and obtain ing current fro m th e Coney I sland & B roo klyn 
Railroad Com pany's lines. cars we re again running on schedule 
tim e in an hour or two. As soo n as th e hi gh·tension cabl es can 
be obtai ned and nm. ro tary c,onverter s will b e in stalled, and 
assist in supplying the district , by taking cnrrent from th e 6600-
vo lt circuits o f th e Edison Illuminatin g Company. The capacity 
of th e demolished station was about 3000 amps., but at th e tim e of 
th e fire it was only about two· third s loaded. The cause is not ac· 

, curately kn own, but was probably a b11rn•o11t o n one of the gen· 
erators, causi ng a short circuit to g round. The es timated loss is 
so me $ 100,000. 

Municipal Ownership at Detroit 
N otwith standing the fa ct that th e Supreme Court has alrea dy 

decided agai nst the municipalization o f th e elect ri c rai lway lines at 
D etroi t, Mayor Maybury, in hi s communicati on to the City Council 
o n N o v. 20, urges that body to draft a bill for the purchase o f 
the street railways of th e city, and asks th e L egi~lature t o pass it. 
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The Mayor revi ews th e street railway question in th e rough; stat es 
that the tim e is drawing near wh en th e city must di spose of thi s 
question once and for all, and declares him self in favor of munici 
pa l owner ship and operation of street railways rath er than private 
owner ship , or municipal owner ship of tracks with private opera 
tion. The Co un ci l has r eferred the matter to a committee. 

Storm Causes Damage 
Th e severe wi nd storm which swept th rough Ohi o, Nov. 26, did 

imm ense damage to railway, telephone, telegraph and oth er elec
trical property in all parts of th e State. At Akron a hu ge steel 
sm okt: stack on the power house of the A kron & Cuya h oga Fall s 
Rapid Transit Company fe ll in, damagin g the power ho use to the 
extent of several thou sands of dollars, and rendering the plant 
use less for severa l days. R epo rt s from Cambridge, \Varren , N iles, 
Youngstown, Portsmouth, Lorain and a number o f o ther towns 
state that th e damage to elect ri c wires was ve ry g rea t. Th e light
ing pla nt at R avenna was thrown out of service, and the city re
mained in darkness severa l days. S ervice was crippled o n a num
ber of electric roads through falling poles. 

The Manhattan Railway Tax Suit 
Th e dec ision of th e Court of A ppeal s i1, the Ma nhatta n Elevated 

R ailway case, rendered Nov. 27, fixe s th e value of the property 
assessable for city purposes in New York City at $9,492,307. Thi s 
is a reduction of a lmo st one-half from the amount fix ed ty th e 
loca l board of assessors, and is in a fen se a Yictory fo r th e com 
pany, although to the taxa bl e va lu e of th e city wi ll be added the 
above-mentioned sum , r ealizing at lea st annually between $ [ 50,000 

and $200,000, which th e road will have to pay. 
I n addition to fixin g the value of the property fo r future assess

ment, th e deci sion compel, the payme nt of back taxes o n th :· sam e 
am o un t since 1895, the last year that th e road paid any assessment . 
Thi s will amount tu n early $750,000. The Manhattan Company 
attacked the . assessment in 1894. It paid the taxes that year and 
the fo llowi n g, a m o untin g to nearly $1,000,000, und er prote~t, and 
has not paid since. 

The case ha s been in th e court almo st co ntinually sin ce that 
time, and ha s been appealed se ,·eral time s. 

An Ohio Property Changes Hands 
The Akron & Cuyahoga F alls Transit Company has been sold to 

a syndi cate composed of Andr ew R adel, of Bridgeport, Co nn .; 
Judge Gottfried Krueger, H. M. Doremus and \Villi am Sheerer , 
uf Newark, N. J., and E. II. Radel, of Orange, N. J., all of whom 
are interested in electric railway enterpri ses in the East. The 
compa ny op erates three lines from Akron, extending to Cuyahoga 
Fall s, Kent and Barberton, respectively, in a ll about 50 mil es of 
track. The purchasers paid $500.000 for the property, awl they 
have ::,ignificd th eir intentions of spen ding $200,000 in improve
m ents; eventually it will be made the basis of an exten sive system. 
The line bet ween Akron and Barberton will be double tracked and 
bijs a r e now being received for ten new cars and other equip1~ent. 
Ground will be broken at o nce for an extensive a ddition to the 
pow er house, and two 500-kw generators will b e in stalled, together 
with new engines and boilers. T he line to Cuyahoga Falls wi ll be 
double tracked to Stow's Corner, 6 miles, and the gradrs and 
cur ves will be reduced as much as possible. The lines were built 
in 1893, 1894 and 1895 by a company headed by Thomas F. ·walsh, 
uf Akron. l\Ir. \ Yaish is the present president of the road, and he 
wi ll no t be deposed a t o nce. 

Tax Decision Against the Denver Tramway Company 

Judge Palmer, of the Di strict Co urt, in Denver, has just handed 
down a decision of the utmost importance to the D enver Con soli
dated Tramway Company, and to all st reet railway companies in 
Colorado. 1 he company was plaintiff in the case, and, as the find
ing was adverse, and involves a large amo unt of money, it will 
doubtless carry the case to the Court of Appeals. The suit has 
been before the court for a year , and has attracted much attention. 
The actio n was brought by the company in 1897, to escape taxes 
which it deemed unjust. The point at issue was whether the tram
way company's property should be taxed by the State Board of 
Equalizatio n or by th e co unty assesso r. If it was to be considered 
a railroad in the statutory acceptation of that word, the company, 

according to law, was to be taxed by the former; if not, the tax 
was to be fix ed by th e county assessor. The company maintained 
that it should be regarded as a riJ,ilroad. The valuation of the 
State Board of Equalization was considerable less than that of the 
assesso r , as it did not include th e franchise item , upon which the 
county assessor placed a value of $550,000. According to the de
cisio n the company owes the county, including interest, over $84,-
0 00. The decision of the court will vacate the injunction restrain
ing the county authoriti es from selling the property of the com
pany in payment of th e taxes. 

The opinion of the court is an exhaustive di scussion of the ques
tion. It is sta ted at th e outset that th e m ain issue is whether the 
powerto Yalu e th e property in ques tion is \' est ed in the State Boar<l 
of Equali za ti o n or in th e co unty assesso r , and thi s question is to be 
decided by determining whether th e company is a railroad or 
merely a street railway. The company maintain s that it is a rail
road, because it is inco rporated for a t erm of fifty years, according 
to that part of the railroad statute r elating t o " Railroad Com
panies." 

Judge Palmer, who rendered the decision, made an exhaustive 
revi ew of the case and quoted at considerable len g th from the stat
utes and fro m previous deci sions. He said in part: "It is con
tended by counsel for plaintiff that th e true test of what kind of a 
co rporation the• Denver Consolidated Tramway Company was 
must be d et ermined by the a rticl es of incorporation, and that in
asmuch as th e plaintiff ha s fix ed its status by incorporating under 
that part of our statutes r elating to corpo rations which is under 
the hea d of 'ra il road companies,' no one can question its charac
ter as a railroad company. It is pointed out that the intf.ntion 
must have been to make it such a co mpany, otherwise its term of 
exis tence would not have b een more than twenty years, and, 
further , that thi s intention is further sh own by the fact that more 
than fi ve perso ns associated themselves together to organize the 
co mpany, whereas, if it was proposed to fo rm a different kind of a 
company. but three persons might have formed it." 

Judge Palmer quotes the statute b earing o n the incorporation 
of rail road compani es. Th ey shall specify the places from and to 
which it is proposed to construct the railway ; the time of com
m encement and the continuance of such proposed incorporation; 
the names and r esidences of the persons forming th e association 
of incorporation; in wh at officers or persons the government of the 
proposed incorporation and the managem ent of its affairs shall be 
vested. 

The judge cites several ca ses in point to support hi s contention 
that th e m ere act of the incorporators in organizing under some 
of the provisions of th e statute headed "ra ilroad companies'' does 
not necessarily d etermine the tramway as a ra ilroad company. As 
to the techni cal or legal differ ence between the words " railroad" 
and "rai lway," h e hold s that the words ar e synonymous and under 
all o rdinary circumstances th ey are to be treated as without dis
ti nction. For authority in thi s view he quotes Massachusetts Loan 
& Trust Company vs. Hamilton, 38 F ed. 592. The position of the 
pla intiff must be, h e says, "tha t it was the intent of the Legislature 
to include in the words 'ra ilway companies' all companies oper
ati n g railways in the State, regardless as to whether it was an 
o rdinary railway company or a street railway company. If such 
was th e intent of the Legi 3lature in enacting th e law, then it would 
be proper fo r the State B oa rd of Equalization to assess the tram
way property and return the same to the county assessor for -as
sessment. If, however, street railways were not intended to be in
cluded in the term ·railway compani es,' then the State board had 
no right to assess the plaintiff company." 

Judge P almer takes the position that it was the intention of the 
Legislature to include in the term such roads as are, according to 
popular usage, known as railroads. H e says: 

··The answer of the defendants is that the plaintiff is a street 
railway, and is operating as a railway. It is unnecessary to point 
o ut the difference in the m anner of operation and equipment be
tween the two systems, as they are matters of common knowledge. 
The Supreme Court recognizes the distinction between the two 
co mpanies in the case of the city for permitting a street railway to 
b e built along a street upon which the plaintiff's lots abutted." 

----♦----
Consolidation of Street Railways in Massachusetts 

Continues 

During the past year, practically all the street railway lines in 
Eastern Massachusetts have been merged into three companies, 
namely : Boston Elevated Railway, Lynn & Boston Railroad, and 
Brockton Street Railway, the last two being owned by the Massa
chusetts Electric Companies. 

Following closely on the completion of the Brockton consolida-
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tio n co mes the co nso lidation of th e Wo reester com pani es, a brief 
mention o f whi ch was made in the STREET R AILWAY J OURNA L fo r 
Nov. 24. T he O ld Colo ny Trust Com pany, o f Boston, which en 
g ineered the purchase o f th e sto ck o f th e F itchburg & S uburban, 
Leo minster & Clinton , Cli nton & Hudson, W orce ster & Cli nto n, 
Wo rcester & Marlboro and W orces ter & S uburban S tree t R ail 
ways , las t sprin g , is condu ctin g th e nego ti ati ons fo r th e W o rces ter 
co nso lida tio n, and has· taken steps to absorb the W o rcester Con
so li da ted Street R ailway in th e int eres ts o f th e W orces ter -Boston 
syndica te. 

Th e W o rcester Conso lida ted St ree t Railway Com pany has, fo r 
the past ten years, been o wned by th e vVorcester Traction Com 
pany , a N ew J ersey co rporati on, similar to th e North Sh ore T rac
tio n Compa ny , w hich co nt ro ll ed th e Lynn & Boston R ail road 
previous to its sale to th e Massachusetts E lec tri c Com pani es, a nd 
the plan of th e syndica te. as befo re mentio ned, is to tak e over a nd 
di ssolve this co mpany. 

The Fitchburg & Leo min s ter, Clinto n & Hudson and vVorces
ter & Clinton S treet Rai lways have been co nsolidated with th e 
L eominster & Clinton, and, a t a rec ent meetin g of the Boa rd of 
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ELECTRIC LINES IN TH E VICINITY OF W ORCESTER 

Railroad Co n-1111i ssioner s, th e Fitchburg & S uburban, Clinton & 
Hudson and Worces ter & Clinto n S treet R ai lways wer e g iven th e 
ri ght to consolidate with th e L eom inster & Clinton. Th e s tock
holders o f the latter compa ny, as well as the W orcester Consol i
dated, W orcester & Marlboro a nd vVo rcester & S uburban R ail
ways have vo ted to consolidate, and petit io ns will be fi led with the 
Board o f R ailroad Commissioners fo r the a pproval of th e con
solidatio n. The capital stock o f the co nso lidated com pa ni es will 
no t b e increased by the eonsolida ti on , as the stock of the new com
pany will b e excha nge d equally fo r stock of the o ld co m pan ies. 
No nam e has as ye t been decided upon fo r th e co nsol ida ted co m
pani es. 

T he eo mbin ed statement of th e several compani es fo r the yea r 
ending Sept. 30, 1900, sh ows : Trac k , 140 mi les ; capital stoc k, 
$2,1 29,400 ; assets, $4,500,000 ; fund ed debt , $1,41 9,500; fl oatin g deb t , 
$796,198 ; surp lus, $174, 200 ; the co m bin ed operatin g ex penses o f 
the companies were $765,915, and the co mbin ed net ea rn ings were 
$319,665 ; the interest of th e funded debt, fix ed eharg e:;, etc., 
amo unted to $208,032, a nd th e net divis ible income of th e com 
panies was $ru,663. 

A fter the consolidation is effected ma ny improvements and new 
fea tures will be inau gurated. A tr3n sfer sta ti on will be estaLl ish ed 
in th <: eenter o f W oreester , wh ere a ll lin es sta rt , thus affo rding in- · 

bo un d passengers an opportunity to transfe r fro m o ne lin e to an
o ther within th e city li mits , an d th roug h cars will be run from 
vVo rcester to F itch Lurg, and i\Ia r lboro to Spen cer. T he main 
o ffi ce of th e co mpany will be located in \Vo rcester , with branches 
in No rth boro, L eom inster and Leicester. 

It is learn ed o n good a uthority that the fo llowin g gent lemen will 
b e in cl uded in th e direc torak of the new company: O live r Ames, 
o [ Boston , trustee of th e F . L. Ames estate, and di recto r of the 
U nio n Pacifi c Rail road ; Sa muel Carr, formerly president of th e 
O rego n S ho re Li ne R ai lway; T. J efferson Coolidge, J r., chair
ma n o f th e L> oard of di rec to rs of the Old Colony Trust Com pany; 
F rancis H . D ewey, pres ident of th e l\ l chani cs National Bank, and 
president of the W o rces ter Consolidated Street R ai lway; O tis E. 
Putnam , a direc to r o f the \Vo rces ter & .\ l ar lboro Street Rai lway; 
Stephen Sali sbury, president of the \ Vo rcester National Bank; G. 
H enry Whitco m b, p resi dent o f th e \,Vorces ter & i\[arlboro Street 
R ail way, a nd Col. Samuel E. \ Vin slow, presiden t of th e \Vorcester 
& Suburban S treet R a il way. 

A general manager will b e appointed fo r the company, and h e 
will have enti re charge o f th e system, assisted by th ree divis io n 
super intendents. T here will be no ch anges in ma nagement of th e 
individual compan ies un til th e last deta il in co nnectio n with th e 
co nsolida tion is completed. 

----♦.-----
Regular Monthly Meeting of the New England Street 

Railway Club 

The r egular m onth ly meeting of the New E ng la nd S treet R ail
way Club was held a t th e P a thfind er i\I eeti ng R oom s, 67 Federal 
St ree t, Bosto n. on vVednesday eveni ng, Nov. 28. A lthoug h it 
bein g th e nigh t b efore T han ksgivin g, th ere was a very large a t
tendan ce, and thi rty-seven a ppli cat io ns fo r m embership were vo ted 
upon. The constitu ti on and by-laws were formall y adopted, a nd 
th e club is now fully o rganized with a membershi p of some one 
hundred m em ber s. 

After the adoptio n of th e constitu tio n and by-laws, l\Ir. S to ne 
made th e fo llowing r emarks: 

REMA R KS OF lll R. STONE 

B eing h eartil y in favor of th e movement o n foo t to establish in 
Bosto n club headquarter3, and o bservin g th e marked inte~es t in 
such a movement , I feel tha t n o thin g would in crease th e m ember
ship o f the club fas ter than th e es ta blishm ent o f h ead qua rters, o r 
a tempo rary h om e, as i t might be properly term ed. H ere, m em
b ers, when in th e city, co uld visit and find every co nveni en ce to 
whi ch they were accusto med in th eir own office at ho me, namely, 
telepho n e, telegraph and stenographer's se rvice; a lso a n <:· ppo r
tuni ty to tran sact busin ess in thei r own quar ters, wh ere they would 
have an o ppo r tunity to loo k over the records, book s and p ubl ica
tions fo r such in fo rm atio n as they may require, an d even tho ug h 
away fro m h o me, be with in reach of their h ome office. This poi nt 
I thi nk will a ppeal ve ry strong ly to you a ll , in view of the fac t tha t 
you often leave hom e wi th a hundr ed an d on e diffe rent thi ngs o n 
your mind, and a grave doubt as to wh eth er yo u can spare tim e 
fo r th e trip. 

\ Vith the p lan suggested, of havi ng what is prac tically a !,r anch 
o ffic e in Boston, wh ere yo u ca n be easily reached, it makes it pos
s ibl e fo r you not on ly to work to better adva ntage, but be r el ieved 
fr o m a great deal o f anxie ty. Situated as many of you a re a t th e 
p resent time, I have no doubt it is so mewh at d ifficult to mak e an 
appo intment in ad vance, and wh en an o pportun ity offers itse lf, 
wh ereby yo u ca n get away to a ttend to matters in Boston , the 
fa ciliti es and co nvenien ce furni shed a t headquarters I fee l would 
be very m uch apprecia ted. I believe that a member fro m out of 
town wo uld find th a t he could do at least fo ur ti mes as much wor k 
in a sin gle day wi th th e advantages afforded h im, tha n other wise, 
owi ng to th e fac t that he could be receivin g and transacti ng busi
ness at h eadquarters, in stead of ch asing about town and run nin g 
the r i k of findin g people away. If a m ember has busi ness wi th 
a number o f concerns in to wn he can find o ut immedia tely at such 
h eadquarters whom he can meet to th e b es t advantage to expedi te 
m atters, and the cha nces are that he wil l d isco ver that he wi ll b e 
abl e to get back home o n a m uch earlier tra in th an h as been h is 
custom. T h e secreta ry bein g e tabl i h ed a t headquarters, will be 
abl e to render us va luable service. 

Th e proposi tion is o ne tha t hould no t be ig nored , and T a m 
sa ti sfi ed in my ow n mi nd tha t th e question which a rises in rega rd 
to the cost o f the main tenance of headquarters is o ne that ca n b e 
readily met in a mann er which I will desc ribe. I n th e firs t place. 
it has been the expre ed wish o f many o f the members o f th e 
cl ub tha t the proceedi ngs of th e m eetin gs be prin ted a nd d is
trib uted. T o do so every m o nth wo ul d enta il an expense, I cho ul d 
imagine, without looki ng very carefully into it , of abp ut $500 a 
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year at the least. Thi s you can readily understand, in view of the 
subscription fee being $3 per annum, is really beyond what we can 
afford at the pres~nt tim e, and is, therefor e, prohibitive, as much 
as it is desired. 

The plan on foot is that the club have an official organ, wh ich 
will not only be self-supporting from the income derived from ad
verti sing space, but will do more than anything else, in my 
opinion, to advance the interest of the club. It might be news to 
many of you present to-night to know that out of the many steam 
i-ail road clubs throughout the U nited States there are ten clubs 
that publish magazines in the interests of its members. They are: 

The New E ngland R ailroad Club. 
Central R ailroad Club, Buffalo, N. Y. 
New York R ailroad Club, New York City. 
Northwestern R ailroad Club, M inneapolis, Minn. 
P ac ific Coast R ailroad Club, San Franci sco. 
R ocky Mo untain Rail road Club , D enver , Col. 
Southern & Southwestern Railroad Club, Atlanta, Ga. 
St. Louis Railroad Club. 
T exas R ai lroad Club, Pine Bluff, Ark. 
W estern R ail road Club , Mi lwaukee, Wi s. 
These publications contai n the proceedings of the meetings ol 

the organization, and apparently the supply houses consider them 
good adYerti sing mediums, or they would not exist as long as 
they have. 

T here is absolu tely no compari son in the developm ent of steam 
roads in New E ngland wi th that of electri c lines. Such being the 
case, the publi cation by this club of a monthly magazine giving 
not only the proceedings of the meetings, the same as th e steam 
rai lroad publi cati ons, but info rmati on relati ve to extensions, new 
lines, and general information of value to those interested in street 
railways, I am perfectly sati sfi ed, in my own mind, would be in
teresti ng, and highly appreciated by members of thi s club. I think 
the plan is well worthy of a trial, and I might say that I have 
consulted a number of members of the club who are prepared to 
give it their support. 

I have made a rough es timate of what I consider the probable 
income to be derived, and expenses, and I can see' no reason why 
we cannot eas ily carry the matter through to success, and aft er 
the matter has been di scussed, provided the same meets with 
general approval, I wi ll put a moti on to have the matter placed 
in the hands of a committee of fi ve, to be appointed by the presi
dent , to make a thorough inves ti gation and repo rt upon the feasi 
bility of the plan. 

T here is one thing whi ch seems to be favo red by a great many 
street railway m en, especially thro ug hout western Massachusett s 
and Connecti cut , whi ch is entit led to consideratio n. T hat is, they 
fee l we should have a convention at least once a year. As tho se 
in Conn ecti cut and in the weste rn part of the State are nearer 
N ew York, I presum e they are in a better position to know more 
about the benefit s to be derived fro m the conventi ons of the N ew 
York City Ra ilway Association, whi ch has been running for the 
past sixteen years, at least , wi th great success. I am given to 
understand that a g reat many say that if they are assured of a 
conventi on each year that they will come into the club without 
furth er ado. 

Another matter I am told has been brought up. If the western 
part of Massachusett s o r Connecticut has m em bers equal to one
thi rd of the entire membership of the club, or even less, the 
members are entitled to at least one meeting to every three held 
in Boston. The same feeli ng exists throughout M aine and New 
Hampshire. At the present time we have one vice-president , and 
I am told that those in other States feel that if this is a New 
England street railway club, and working in the interests of all, 
that every State should have such an offi cer. 

So far as a convention is concerned, I k now that if the club 
publi shed a magazine a g reat deal of interest could be worked up 
in season to haye a convention in the near futu re that would prove 
a surprising success, and the more thought that is given to the 
pla1r that is before us the more it appears to me to become an 
actual necessity that the cl ub have an official organ. 

The statements which I have just made are based on facts which 
I have gathered from my own experience and from the experience 
of our secretary and other memb ers of the club, and express the 
vi ews of street railway men with whom we have com e in contact, 
and it is my pleasure, gentl emen, to t ransmit them to you to
night, for I know that, as a club, you are all willing to do anything 
to advance the interest s and stan ding of this associati on. 

l\1R. KELLOGG, of Frank Ridlon Company, stated that he was 
continually traveling throughout N ew England, and practically 
all the street rai lway me11 expressed their views in favo r of the 
club taking some steps toward carrying out th e plans outlin ed by 
Mr. Stone. He felt that if such features were carried out they 

would be the means of increasing the membership very materially, 
and be a benefit to a majority of its members. 

D uri ng the business session of the club the following votes were 
passed: 

That the president appoint a committee of five to invest igate the feasibility 
of est ablishing an office for headquarters of this club in Boston, and r eport 
th eir r ecommenda tions at the n ext meet ing. 

That a committee be appointed to investigate the feasibility of the estab
lishment and maintenance of an official organ, and that they be authorized 
to communicate with, an d solicit subscript ion s fro m manufacturers and 
supply, and r eport their r ecommendations at the n ext meeting. 

Tha t the secr etary be instructed when sending out notices for t he next 
m eeting to introduce a clause stating that the subject r elating to the holding 
of a con ven tion nex t fall will be brought up for consideration . 

The constitution of the club has been so arranged that every 
State in New E ng land will be r epresented with at least one vice
president. 

The pres ident then introduced the speaker of the evening, Mr. 
Baxter, and stated that he was one of the best equipped men in 
New England to give the club a talk on the question of accidents, 
having been closely identified with the W est End and Boston E le
vated R ailways fo r the past twelve years. Mr. Bax ter is chairman 
of the Board of A ldermen of Medford and nominee fo r Mayor, 
and all memb ers t rust that he will be elected by a fl at tering vote. 
As Mr. Baxter arose to address the members he received a hearty 
reception. 

A CCIDENTS O N STR EET RAILWAYS 

BY CH ARLE S S. BAXTER 

My connection with the accident business began in the fall of 
1886. At that time it was generally believed that street-railroading 
was at its height. Excellent cars were run in the streets, drawn 
in the summer by two good horses, and in the winter pulled along 
over snow and ice by a sturdy team of fou r. E lectricity, as ap
pli ed to street railroading , had hardly been thought of. To look 
back now we realize, of course, that street railroading was then 
in its infancy ; and as I look back to my experience, I know surely 
that the accident business was hardly born. At that time the 
:Metropolitan Railroad had a claim agent who acted as assistant 
to the secretary of the company. The other road-s, namely: the 
South Boston, the H ighland, the M iddlesex and the Cambridge 
roads, had so few accidents that their business was attended to 
by the superintendent himself. C. Q. Ring was the claim agent 
of the Metropolitan road, and it was his office that I entered, as I 
say, in the fa ll of 1886. T hat year the Metropolitan Railroad Com
pany repo rted twenty-eight fJassengers injured and fo ur people 
killed through the operation of its road. In the fall of the year 
1887 the W est End road, under the direction of Henry M. Whit
ney, absorbed all the street railways entering Boston, with the 
exception of the Lynn and Boston. C. Q. Ri ng, the old claim 
agent of the M etropolitan R ai lroad, assumed charge of the acci
dent departm ent. Horses were sti ll the means used fo r propelling 
the cars through the st reets, and th e accidents did not materially 
increase. In the year 1888 the W est E nd Street R ailway Com
pany reported 158 persons as having been injured, and fo ur per
sons as having been ki lled, through the operation_ of the various 
combined railways. 

In the year 1897 the Boston Elevated Rai lway leased the W est 
End Street Rai lway, and soon after began the construction of an 
elevated road, which is not yet in operation. The accidents have 
increased in proportion wi th the number of cars operated and the 
number of persons carri ed. To-day the Boston E levated Railway 
Company carries nearly 800,000 passengers a day, and this coming 
year it will report somewhat over 16oo accidents to persons, as 
having been injured during th e year, and some twenty-five persons 
as having been killed, by reason of the operation of the road. 

W hat has been true of the W est End Street Railway has also 
been true of every other street railway in the United States. The 
acci dents have, som e way or other, increased in proportion to the 
num ber of persons carri ed. The first thing that any body of rail
way men want to know, when di scussing the question of accidents, 
is , how to prevent accidents. Now, the W est E nd management 
has spent thousands of dollars in using every device that has been 
k nown, such as fe nders and side gates to -cars. They also have the 
most stringent rules and the most rigid discipline enforced ·so as to 
keep the men on the alert to prevent accidents of any kind. It is 
a singular fact , however, that at this time, aft er all the expense the 
railway companies have been put to to prevent accidents, they are 
now attempting to introduce into the city of Boston a device which 
any practical railway man acquainted with accidents must know 
will tend to increase them. I refer to the vestibules on closed cars. 
It seems to me that placing vestibules on closed cars is a step dis
tinctively behind. Men have stood for many years on the front 
platforms of cars, and the inconvenience· and hardship is no 
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g reater to-day, in fact, it is not so g reat as it was when it was 
necessary fo r a driv er of a car to handle four horses in the face of a 
pelting snow storm in the win ter time. V estibul e cars might add 
to the com fort of motormen, but the danger to pedes tri ans, th e 
danger to people driv ing or ridi ng in vehic les and o n the cars 
themselves, would be increased to such an alarmi ng extent that it 
is to be hoped that an effort wi ll be made now to for ever make it 
impossibl e to introduce ves ti bul e cars in the streets of Boston. 

I presume that most of you gentlemen here represent suburban 
railways, and, of course, the sam e conditio ns would not apply to 
yo u as apply to a rail way such as th e Boston E levated, operating 
mostl y in the crowded streets of a g reat city. It is, however, a 
curi ous fac t , that very few of the acci dents of impo rtance that we 
have to deal with happen in what is called our congested district. 
Most of the collisions of cars, most o f the coll isions of cars and 
tea ms, and many instances o f people bein g struck by ca rs in th e 
stree ts, happen after the cars lea,·e th e crowded stree ts and ar c 
runnin g at a more rapid pace in the m o re o·pen di st ricts. J n the 
congested distri cts we a rc m ore lik ely to have accidents happen by 
r eason of elder ly persons o r wo m en attemptin g to leave th e ca rs 
before they sto p, o r attemptin g to ge t upo n th e cars whi le they a re 
in moti on. T hese peop le ar e th row n or twisted solely because of 
the m otion of th e car itself. In order to pr event accidents of this 
nature, our box cars have what is call ed side gates, and you ar e 
perfec tly fa miliar with them. 

I am not a gr eat believer in the fender attached upon our cars, 
and I have never seen a fender that I co nsidered o f any great 
value. There is o ne matter that it seem s to me could be improved 
upon, an d if a proper r em edy could be fo und, would serve to pre
ve nt many acciden ts that now occ ur as a r esult of the hig h rate o f 
speed that cars are run. I refer to th e brake. I have made an 
exa min ati on into a number of bra kes, and have never yet fo un d 
one that seemed exac tly to fit the bi ll. It is a curious fac t that with 
all the experiments that have taken place on our cars we are still 
using th e o ld hand b rak e. It seem s to m e that some sort o f a 
hydrauli c o r a n elec tric brake co uld be devised , so that cars mi ght 
be stopped m ore readily than th ey a re. Brakes, of course, mer ely 
prevent th e wh eels from g oing round, and it has been argued 
that wheels would slide jnst th e sam e if a hydrauli c brake wer e 
used as they do with the old hand bra ke; nevertheless, a certain 
a moun t of t ime is used wi ndin g th e old hand brake, and th ose 
fe w seconds of time in m ost cases mig ht save ser ious accidents. 
I think that this is a matter that managers of railways might give 
some attenti on to. I think that thi s is a thing that managers o f 
suburban railways might especially look in to with benefi cial re
sults. 

Now, I have spoken briefly on th e question of preven tin g acci
dents. I want to say a word o r two about what happ ens a fter an 
acciden t has ac tually occurred. T wenty years ago a tort case was 
an excepti on in our courts. The bulk of the business was ques
tions of cont ract and action s of real pro perty. T o- day three
fourtl,1s of the busi ness of ou r courts are the trial of to r t cases. 
This means that the communiti es in which the electri c roads hav e 
lin es have becom e educated, and are on the loo kout for accidents. 
If one person has an accident , h e or she talks it over with some 
o ne in the neighborhood, so that when it comes to th e neighbor 's 
turn to ge t hurt , he or she is in excellent co ndition to en ter suit at 
once. A nd it is fair ly to be said that th ey are helped on with th e 
doctors. D octors fi nd accident cases a source of profit , and th ey 
work th em up accordin gly. T hen th ere is the lawyer who star ts 
out with no cl ients and no business, p lenty of t ime on his hands. 
H e reads o f an accident in th e paper. and he goes to the home o f 
the injured person, or to the hospital, and solici ts th e case, and 
perhaps obtai ns it. Having th e taste of blood, he ru ns after o ther 
cases. As time goes on his business increases, and instead o f 
chasing after accidents himself, he has a corps of run ners, or ab le 
assis tants, who make that their business. Most of these cases are 
exaggera ted, and many of them a re absolutely fraudulent. E very 
large street railway in every city of the U nion has to contend with 
thi s state of affairs. The amount of money expended by th e rail
ways o n accoun t of accidents ha s in creased enorm ously. 

I have already used the term " fra udulent cases." I might speak 
of one or two that have happ ened in my own ex perience. Y ou will 
all recall the acc ident that h appened at Roxbury Crossin g in th e 
ea rly part of th is summ er. In that case the actual number of 
passengers on ou r car, by the cl ock register, was less tha n fo rty. 
T her e have been claim s made against the company by over eighty 
per sons. (Laughter.) T his speak s fo r itself. W e have been 
especiall y fortunate in the t rial of our cases, and perhaps it may b e 
attributed to the fa ct that we try those cases o nl .v wh ere we fee l 
that th ere is no responsibiliy on the part o f the road, o r wh r. re we 
have good reason to believe the claimants are frauds. I remember 
one case whi ch was tri ed not very long ago , wl11:re a plainti ff, wh o 
had been injured by r eason o f a coll ision of cars, stayed in bed 
nearly two years and a half. It was absolutely certain that th e 

case was a fra ud, and the evidence tended to sh ow that; neverthe
less the plaint iff recovered the sµ m of $5,000, and it was afterward 
r emarked in the cour t room, that any one who would lay in bed 
fo r two years and a half ought to get $5000. ( Laug hter.) T hese 
are simply insta nces of what any claim agent has to cont end with. 

W e have o ur entire syst em working under one system , the r oad 
bein g di vided into various divisions, and each accident being 
looked a ft er by a division claim agent, all responsible to th e hea ds 
of that one department. 

I might go into a long disc ussion with you as to what is th e 
bes t method to pursue after acci dents happen. I thi nk that thi s, 
however, is largely covered by local con ditions-the size and kind 
of th e commnnity th roug h wh ich the lines run, and even, perhaps, 
the size and extent o f the railway itself. vVith these few remarks , 
which you understand are purely of an in formal nature, I wi ll 
th ank you fo r the attent io n you have give n me. I should be very 
happy to a nswer any of the q uest ions that may occur to any of th e 
ge ntl emen p resent, or to assis t them in any disc ussion that may 
fo llow these remarks. 

A r is ing vo te of thanks was tendered Mr. Baxter for his interest
ing talk o n "Acc idents." T he in for mal mann er in which he dis
cussed the subject made it very m uch more interesting to th e 
members. 

The p res ident then anno unced that the next meetin g of the 
club will he held at the usual place on Wed nesday even in g, D ec. 
27, wh en it is hoped that all wh o are in a ny way interes ted in the 
develo pment o f st ree t rai lways in New Engla nd wi ll be present. 

•• • 
The First Annual Report of the Massachusetts Electric 

Companies 

The first annual repo rt of th e Massachu se tts Electri c Co mpanies 
has just been m ade publ ic. I t is for th e year ending Sept. 30, 1900, 
and in p resentin g it to the shareholders of the compa ny, Presi dent 
A bbott said, in part : "O n J une 30, 1899, your trustees took over th e 
va rioussecuriti esand cash com posing your property, as set fo rth in 
detail in the schedule attached to th e trust dee d. A mo ng th ese as
sets was a contro llin g in terest, and in many cases the entire issue, 
of th e stock of thirty street rai lway co mpani es, two li gh tin g com
panies, and a pa rk compa ny, operating respec tively in Massac hu
setts, Rhode I sland and New H ampshire. U nder th e provisio ns 
of the trust deed your trustees we re bo und by contrac t to purchase 
the stock of th e New Bedford, M iddleboro & Brockton Compa ny, 
and thi s contrac t has si nce b een -carri ed out. U nder furth er au
tho rity from the shareholders, g ive n at the special m eeting on 
J uly 30, 1900, your trus tees were autho rized to purchase by th e 
issue of your shares the capital stoc k of th e Lowell & Suburban 
and South Shore & Boston Stree t R ailway Companies. U nder 
thi s au tho ri ty 12,000 shares of th e Lowell & Suburban, a nd 6574 
shares o f th e South Shor e & Boston have been acquired, maki ng 
the total number of companies in which you were interes ted thirty
six. 

" O f th ese companies many operated only a few mil es of t rack, 
and such di versity , both in managem ent and in th e system o f 
operation, existed as made effi cient supervi sion very di ffic ult. 

" I n addit ion to this the operation of through lines, which th e 
public conveni ence seemed to demand, was mu ch hampered by 
the necessity of a series of agr eem ent s and contrac ts b etween th e 
various compa ni es over whose lin es the thro ugh cars woul d pass. 
It became eviden t, therefor e, that econo my of operatio n and ef
fici ency of se rvice would all be adva nced by co nsoli dati o n of th e 
vari ous companies. Petit ions to thi s end were th ere fo re presented 
to the R ail road Com mission ers, and with their consent many of 
th e sma ll er companies have been m erged into the larger o nes, so 
that to-day the thirty-six companies above refe rred to have been 
reduced to fo ur teen, of which seven are in operation north and 
seven south of Boston. These companies o wn and operate 776 
mi les of track in twenty-th ree ci ties and sixty-two town s. 

" The tota l shar e capital of th ese var ious co mpanies amounts to 
!14,374 shares, of which 104,259 are at present in th e possessio n of 
th e tru stees. 

"The gain in economy of operati o n and th e improvement in 
the service which . owing to these changes, the compani es have -
been able to g ive to the publi c are m ost g ratifyin g , and were 
quickly res ponded to by a large in crease in th e number o f pass
enger s. T his increase, togeth er with careful s tudy a nd personal 
in spection of all your properties, m ade it clea r that a considerabl e 
ex pendi ture fo r additi onal equipment. fo r r e-constructi on and ex
tensio n of t racks, and fo r increased power, was advisabl e in the in
terest of economy, safety , and to supply th e addit ional service 
whi ch was evidently needed. Carrying o ut thi s policy, th ere has 

. been ex pended on improvem ents and extensions during the year 
$1 ,055,245-40. 
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" By far the larger part of this expenditure rep resents addit ions 
to the properties, and was. therefore, charge<l to capital account , 
but $154,872.15 were charged to reconstructi on suspense accoun t. 
It is the poli cy of the compan ies to continue to make such addi 
tions as are needed during the presen t year , a nd , above all , to con
solidate th e power stations wh erever by so doing con si<lerabl e 
economy in o peratio n ca n be secured. T he \'ario us companies 
have at the present time nineteen power stati ons and two electric 
light stations, a nd it is believed that th is number can be consider
ably reduced, with advantage in operation." 

T he in com e account of the Massachusetts E lectric Companies 
for the period endi ng Sept. 30, 1900, follows: 

RECEIPTS 
Dividends ............. . ...... ................... ..... , .$:307,311 
Coupons coll ected. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 23,850 
Interest on notes receivable, on bank balances and mi s• 

cellaneous receipts... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73,.597 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Expenses . ................................... . 

Salari es and legal expenses ........ $ II ,261 
$18,900 

l\Ii scella neous ex penses, including 
expe nses of transfer agent. . . . . . . . 7,639 

Other charges: 
Adjt1stment of dividends with stock

holders, Lowell & Subt1rban and 
So uth Shore & Ilo ston Street 
Railway Companie, ............ $ 15,o87 

I ntl'rest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28,937 44 ,024 

Divid ends: 
Preferred dividend . D ec. 1, 1899 .... $240,000 
P referred di vi dend Jun e I, 1900 .... 240,000 480,000 542,924 

Balance ....................... . ..... ...... . .. .......... $361,834 
The general bal ance sh eet of the Massachusetts Electric Com

panies for the year ending Sept. 30, 1900, sh ows: 
ASSETS 

Stocks, bond s, etc ....................... . .... ...... .. $28,198,225 
Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 321,624 
N a tes and accounts rccci,·able. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 036,772 
Old Colo ny Trust Company di vidend acco un t. 544 

LIAilILIT!ES 
Preferred share s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... $15,056,900 
Common share, .............. .......... . $14.292,700 
Less 5750 shares in trcas nry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 575,000 
Acco unts payable ...................... ..... ........ . 
Dividends uncall ed for .. .. ........................ _ .. . 

13,717,700 
20, 187 

544 
361.834 Profit and las, . . .. ............. . .. .... __ . _ .. _ .. ... .. . 

$29,157,165 
The consoli dated income acco unt of th e fo urteen operatin g stree t 

rail\l'ay and electric light companies co ntrolled by the Massachu
setts Elect ric Compani es shows: 

Year ending Sept. .30 1899 
Earnings ........................... ... $5.033,295 
Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,382.092 

N" et earnings .......................... $1.65 1,203 
Cha rges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941 ,997 

Net di,·idend income . ... ...... ......... $709.206 
Di,·idcnds .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 439,541 

Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $269,665 
Charges to renewal funds and charges 

and depreciati o n a nd sundry ac-
cou nts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183,430 

1900 
$5,5 18,838 

3,659,338 

$1.859,500 
994,294 

$865,206 
645,545 

$219,661 

Surplus for the year................ .... $76,235 :f37.432 
The consolida ted balance sheet of the four teen operating street 

railway and electric light compani es controlled by the Massachu
setts Electric Companies, and dat ed Sept. 30, shows: 

ASSETS 
Property ........................ . ... .. $27,556,721 
Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 433 ,165 
Acco unts receivable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351,362 
r.Iaterials a nd supplies... . . . ............ 331.424 
Prepaid insurance and taxes... ...... ... 78,924 

$28,751,596 

$28,631,989 
661 ,422 

*571,673 
467,678 
94,427 

LIABILITIES 
Capital stock .. .............. .. , . .. ... . $10,656,585 
Funded debt. . . ........ ; ... ... . . . ... . .. . 14,248,000 
N a tes payable................... . .... .. 2,235,949 
A udit ed vouchers ................. ,. .. . 406,476 
Accounts payabl e .. .......... , . • . . . . . . 58,637 
Accrued liabilities .. ... . ... ... . .... , ... , 443,448 
Dividends accrued not paid .. ... ,.. . .. . . 152,769 
R enewal fund s ... .. . .. .. . , ... , . .. ,,... . 129,901 
Surplu s ....... . .. . ... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 9,83 1 

$u,457,400 
14,578,500 
2,064,507 
*811 ,291 

62,409 
314,194 
375,786 
109,756 
653,346 

* T hese item s are abn ormally large oh account of a debit and 
credit account runnin g fo r several years with the Boston Elevated 
Rail way Company fo r r ent o f subway. It is expected that an 
early settl em ent will be made; tfi e closing of the account- will 
eliminate a la rge portion of these it em s. 

A list of the co mpanies controll ed by the Massachusetts Elec
t r ic co mpanies, together with the capit al shares of each, Sept. 30, 
1900: 

Beverly & D anvers... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 shares 
Brockton ......... . . .. . . . . ... .. ...... . . ... .. .... . .. 23,124 
Globe . .. .............. . .... . . . .... . ...... . ...... .. 14,400 
Gloucester & R ockpor t.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 
Hyde Park E lect ric L ight Co mpany . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 1,000 
Lowell , Lawrence & H averhill . ... . . . . .. . .... . .... . . 15,000 
Lowell & S uburban ..... . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. ..... . . 12,000 
Lynn & Boston ..... . ......... . . .. .. . ... .. ........ .. 22,710 
Nash ua ....... . ... . .... . ....... ... ... .. .. .. ... ..., .. . 2,500 
Newport Il lum inating Company .... . ... . . . ... .. ..... 2,000 
Newport & Fall River .......... ..... .. .. . ..... .. . .. 3,570 
No r th \ Voburn . ..... .. ........... . . . ... . . .... . ... . . 1,000 
South Shore & Boston .... . ...... . ...... . .. . . .. . . .. 8,650 • " 
West Roxbury & Roslin dale ... . . . . . .... . ... .. . ... .. 8,000 

T otal .. ........... . ... .. ......... . . . ............... 44,374 shares 

•• 
Electrical Goods in Calcutta 

R. F. Patterson , U nited States Consul- General at Calcutta, 
writes fr o m that ci ty, under date of Oct. 16, 1900, as follow s : 

"Electricity has no t yet been used as a m oti ve power in Cal
cutta. The Calcutta T ramway Company, L td., is, however, now . 
preparing to chan ge it s lin es from horse power to electricity, and 
the contract fo r the power station has b een given to Messr s. Dick, 
K err & Company, L td .. of Lon don. T he first sh ipm ents for the 
plant arc expected to arrive here in Novem ber o r D ecemb er of this 
year. 

" I ha\'e answered many letters fro m our vario us electrical com
panies relative to the use o f electricity here, callin g th eir attention 
to th e proposed change in the t ramway company's lines, and b e
lieve that, with proper effo rts on th ei r part, the contract might 
ha,·e beeen secured by an American company. 

''Electricity is now beginnin g to be exten sively used in Calcutta 
fo r variou s purposes, such as lig htin g. fan s to take the place of 
punkhas that were pull ed by cool ies, fo r driving ma chinery, etc., 
and there is an openin g here fo r the sale of elec trical machinery 
and goods, which ou r manufact urers should take advantage cf. 

" I would advise correspondence with Messr s. Kilburn & Com
pany, her e, who have an electri cal pl an t and are furnishing elec
trici ty and electrical machinery and goods; al so, with the follow
ing named firm s in Calcutta. who arc dealer s in such machinery 
:md goods, viz .. Osler & Company, Octavius Steel Company. 
and the Calcutta General E lectri c Company. 

"All machinery is n ow entered duty free in India, but there is a 
duty of 5 per cent ad valorem o n goo ds. 

"There is a di rect line of steam ships between N ew York and Cal
cutta, but a cheaper freight on machin ery and goods not reqµir ed 
fo r imm ediate use would be by sailin g vessels via th e Cape." 

•• 
Street Railway Patents 

[This department is conducted by W . A. Rosenbaum, patent at
torney, 177 Times Building, New York.] 

ELECT RIC RAILWAY PATENT S ISSUED NOV. 20, 1900 

661 ,962. Ca r T ; uck ; A. B . Du P ont , D etroit, M ich. App. filed 
Aug. 29, 1899. A continuous side and end fram e, supported from 
and below the journal boxes, and consistin g of a pair of edgewise 
disposed plates, arranged side by side and separated from each 
oth er at the sides of th e truck , and brought together and rigidly 
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secured to eac h other at the end portions, distance pieces secured 
betwee n th e sid e portions of said plates and suppo r ting the car 
springs and j ourn al-box straps, a nd upwardly extendin g bolster 
g uides also st•cured between and spacing t he side portions of said 
pl ates. 

662,006. l\ Iechanisrn for Raisin g o r Lowerin g Footboards o n 
O pen Cars; R. E. L intner, P ittsburgh , Pa. App. fi led Sept. 7, 
1900. By a suitable sys tem of levers the car attendants are able to 
raise and lower th e side steps. 

662,009. Troll ey; F. A. Merrick, J ohn stown, Pa. App. filed 
J all . 18, 1900. A contact device is secu red to the wheel or its hub, 
and maintain ed in co nstant con tact with the wheel shaft by a 
spring whi ch connects it to th e wheel o r hub. 

662,012. F ri ction Brake ; J. H. K. JvlcCollum , Toronto, Canada. 
App. fil ed l\Ia rch 25, 1900. T hro ugh a system of levers, wedge
shaped rollers are inserted betwe en two sliding coll ars to fo rce the 
friction surfaces into co nt act with each ot her. 

662,01 6. Rail way Swit ch : H. O'S hea, Jo hn stown, Pa. App. 
fil ed D ec. 28, 1899. T he pivot pin of th e swi tch tongue is tapered 
and seated in a tapered socket, so that any wear which takes place 
will be compensated for Ly a deeper seati ng of th e pin in the 
socket. 

662,07 1. Track Struct ure; H. O'Sh ea, J ohnstown, Pa. App. 
fi led D ec. 28, 1899. T he tread porti on of the rail is set loosely into 
a g ro ove in the upper face of the girder. 

662,218. E lect ric Car Sign; I. B. Brower, Philadelphia, Pa. 
App. fil ed Nov. 15, 1899. The circuit of the lamps in the sign ex
tend s through th e metall ic b1 acket which supports the sign on the 
car. 

662,360. Means for Applying A utom atic f\ir Brakes 111 

E mergencies; J . F. H utchi sso n, Mobi le, A la. App. fi led June 21, 

1900. The train pipe is exhausted when a lever, carried near the 
ra il s, is stru ck and moved by an obstruction or by the derailing of 
th e t ra in, the lever then acting on valves in the train pipe. 

ELECTRIC RAILWAY PATENTS I SSUED NOV. 27, 1900 
662,41 9. E lec tr ic Ra il way; W . Grun ow, J r. , Bridgeport , Conn. 

App. fil ed A pril 5, 1900. Relates to the alt ernate placi ng of supply 
and energizin g conductors in each successive section of twin th ird 
ra il s, so that both co nductors of a section have a like or equal po
tential and polarity when charged. 

662,420. E lec tri c R ai lway; W. Grunow, Jr. , B ridgeport , Con n. 
App. fi led Ap ril 5, 1900. A manuall y operated switch is provided 
by which the m otorman can re-estab lish the circuit to th e sect ions 
should it becom e broken, the switch being located in th e roadbed. 

662,421. E lectric Rai lway; \ V. Grunow, Jr. , Bridgepo rt , Co n n. 
App. fil ed April 5, 1900. A modifica tion of the preceding. 

662,423. Current Coll ecto r ; W. Grunow, Jr., Br idgeport, Co nn. 
App. fil ed April 5, 1900. The collecto r consists of two shoes, yield
ing ly secured to a supporting frame by vertically sliding standar ds 
a nd pivo t p in s. the standards being connected by a yoke. 

PATENT NO. 662,423 

662,456. Safety D evice for Street Rail way Cars; T . l\ Iul holland, 
P itt sburgh, Pa. App. fi led Aug. 28, 1899. A fen der intended to 
main tain a person who is st ruck by it in a vert ical positio n. 

662,540. Axle fo r Railway or Road Vehicles; A. C. Massey, L os 
Angeles, Cal. App. fil ed May 29, 1899. A divided ax le having the 
abuttin g ends act ing against rollers or balls. 

662,595. Trolley W ire Suspension; J . \V. Haynes, Manchester, 
Co nn . App. fi led March 10, 1900. A latch secured to the brack et 
fit s into a notch in the cap of the in st1l ator , and prevent s it from 
unscrew ing. 

662,71 2. Splice J oint for Rail way Rail s; \V. B. Doodridge, St. 
Louis, Mo. App. fi led Aug. 2, 1898. A n arrangement whereby a 
split key can be tightened up as often as required without displac
ing th e joint. 

662,773. R ai lroad Tie ; E. Davi s, Brazil, I nd. App, fil ed Dec. 
27, 1899. T he cross-tic is secured to hollow base bl ocks b eneath 
each rail. 

662,809. Rail-joi nt; J. S. Patt en , Baltimore, :\[ d. App. filed 
Apri l 21, 1900. A chair adapted to clasp the joint and interlock 
with a fi sh-plate when th e bolts are set up. 

662,841. Metallic Rai lroad Tic; J . S. Warley, Pott stown , Pa. 
App. fil ed May 28, 1900. The ti e-plate is secured at each end to 

sh eet metal sill s, to which it is pivoted, the sills are provided with 
lugs, which are bro ug ht into a nd out of engagem ent with the 
flange of the rai l by s li g htly turning the sill s. 

PAT EN T NO. 66!,809 

662,850. Tie-Plate; H. \V. Avery, Cleveland, Ohio. App. file<! 
Jan. 5- 1900. The plate is pro vided with lugs to engage the rai l 
Hange and spike hol es fo r fastening it to the ti c, the holes being 
specially located with reference to the lugs. 

---- ... -.----

PERSONAL MENTION 

l\IR. HENRY EVERETT, of Cleve land, president of the Cleve
land Electric Railway Company, and a heavy stockholder in a 
number of roads in various parts of th e co untry , sailed for Eu
rop e last week. 

J\IR. DUNCAN McDONALD has resig ned as superint endent 
of t_h_e :I.Iontreal E lectri c Street Ra il way Co mpany to accept the 
pos1t10n of general traffic manager of the General Traction Com
pany, of Paris, France. l\ Ir. McD onald will sa il fo r Paris in a few 
days, and will assume hi s new duti es on J an. 1. 

l\IR. \V. H. LA WR EN CE, p resident of the Nati onal Carbon 
Company, di ed at hi s home in Dover, Ohio, Nov. 23. In July last 
Mr. Lawrenc e met with an acci dent, receiving injuries that nece s
sitated th e amputati on of hi s arm. H e fa il ed to rally from th e 
shock, and complication s se t in wh ich fin ally caused hi s death 
He wa s sixty years of age. · 

MR. \V. D . R AY has been appointed to succeed Mr. Bret 
H arter as el ec tri cal engi neer of th e D et roi t , Rocl1cster, Rom eo 
& L_a ke Orion R ailwa:;:, ::,.rorth D et ro it E lect ric R ailway, Grand 
Rapids & H olland Rat!way, and D etroit. Lake Orion & Flint 
Railway. :\fr. R ay was formerly manager of th e Everet t Railway 
& E lectric Company, of E1·er ctt. \Va sh. ; also general manage r of 
the G. P. Magann Air Brake Company. 

M~. SAMUEL l\I~C LI NTOCK HAMILL, of Schenectady, 
N. x., an~ l\l1ss Mana \Voodward Baldwin, of Baltimore, Md., 
wei:e marned at Grace_ P. E. Church, Baltim ore, on ::,.Jov. 27. The 
ma id of honor was i\hss Sara Ba ldwin, a sister of the brid e, and 
the best man was :\Ir. W . Butler D uncan , of N cw York. The 
ushers were: Messrs. Robert E mmett , William \Voodward and 
Carroll Baldwin. of N cw York ; Mr. Horace D e1·c reux, of Colo
ra_do Sp~ings; Mr. . Barker Cummere, of Trenton, N. J. ; Messrs. 
Gi st Blair and Blair Lee. of \Vashin gton , and Mr. Summerfield 
Baldwin, of Baltimore. A recepti on was held at the r esi dence of 
the bride's parents after th e ceremony. l\Ir. H amill now holds a 
prominent posi ti~n with the General Electric Company at 
Schenectady, and 1s a lso well known as president of th e Siem ens
Halske Company. H e was also co nn ec ted with th e Brush Com
pany, of CleHland, fo r a long tim e. 

l\lR. HERBERT E. BRADFORD, superintendent of th e Harl 
boro Street Railway Company, of Marlboro, Mass., is slat ed for · 
an important appointment in connection with th e co nso lidat io n of 
the electric lin es in and a bout \Vorces ter. Mr. Bradford ent ered 
th e_ employ ~f tn e i\Iarlboro Street Railway Company in 1888, 
whi ch was !u s first railway venture, and has rem ai ned with the 
company continuou sly si nce that time . Hi s first posi ti on with the 
Marlboro Street Railway Company was in a min or capacity. Hi s 
tact , howe1·e r. sec ured for him the positio n of superintend en t 0 11 
the death of S. C. Darlin g. Mr. Bradford was born in K eene N 
H. ,. in 1858. H e wa s apprenti ced as a m ac hini st, and served el~vei; 
years at th e trade. H e came to l\I arlboro in 1883. and ent ered the 
emplo y of Gen. H enry Parso ns. This pnsi tion he resigned after 
a few month s, and accepted the positi on of master mechanic and 
chi ef engineer for the Boyd-Cory Shoe Co mpany, th e largest shoe 
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manu fact urers _in the city . . T his position he resi g ned to enter th e 
employ of the Marlboro Street Railway Company. 

M R. J AMES AFFL EC K , sec retary a nd treasurer o f the Eigh th 
Avenue Rai lroad, and vice-presi dent o f the N inth Av enue Rail
roa d, of N ew York, died Nov. 24. M r. A ffl eck was in the seventy
fo urth year of hi s age, havin g been b,9.fr( June 11 , 1827, in K irk
patrick-Durham , S cotland. H e caih e to th e United States in 
1849, and soo n after entered the em ploy o f the H udson River Rail
road Company. About a m onth after connecting h im self wi th that 
corporation, he was made cashi er. H e remained with the com
pany unt il 1873, whe n he left to accept a responsib le position wi th 
Geo rge Law. H e becam e connected wi th the E ighth Avenue and 
Nint h A venue R ai lroads in 1874, a nd in 1896 he was elected vice
p residen t of the N inth Avenue R ailroad. For m any years he held 
the positi on o f secr etary o f the Brooklyn & New Yo rk Ferry Com 
·pa ny, a co rpora tion co ntrollin g mo st of the ferr ies plyin g in the 
East R iver. George L aw died in 1880, a nd Mr. Affl eck was made 
executor and t ru stee of the esta te, estima ted at $15,000,000. H e 
co ntinued in that capacity up to t he t ime of h is death. Mr. A ffleck 
is survived by a wife. · 

M R. CHAR LES S. BAXTE R, o f U yde & Bax ter , atto rn eys for 
the Boston E leva ted R ailw ay Company, was bo rn in Boston, A ug. 
27 , 1867, and received hi s preliminary educat io n a t th e E ng lish 
Hig h School and at C. \ V. S to ne School, Boston. H e entered 
H arvard Co ll egl', a nd g radu
a ted fro m the latter institu
tio n in 1892. After leavi ng 
the Eng li sh IJ igh School, 
l\Jr. Baxter entered the clai m 
depa rtment of the :Metro
po litan R ailroad , and main
tained hi s connecti on wi th 
th e clai m a nd law depart 
m ents of the VI/ est E nd 
S treet R ailway. In 1896, wi th 
Mr. Louis F . H yde, he 
for med a law partn ership , 
known as H yde & Baxter , 
and ente red the general pr ac
tic e of la w. I n J anuary, 1898, 
M essr s. H yde & Baxter be
came th e atto rn eys fo r the 
Bosto n Eleva ted R ai lwav, a C H ARLES S. nA X T E R 
position they sti ll hold. ·l\fr . 
Bax ter has bee n a resident of l\l ed fo rd, l\Iass., for the pas t fi fteen 
years, and has been pro minently co nnected wi th all the social or
ga nizatio ns of that city. Besides his local conn ecti ons, he is a 
member of th e U niv ersi ty and Excha nge Clubs, of Boston , a nd 
the H a r vard Club, of New York. H e served in the Medford 
Co un cil for t wo years, and has been a m emb er of the B oa rd of 
A lder men fo r two yea rs, being presid ent of the board thi s yea r. 
A t the present tim e he is the R epublica n nominee for Mayor o f 
that city. 

-----.♦-----

ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

BlW O K L Y N I N STITUTE OF A RTS AN D SCIEN CES.
Professo r J ohn S . l\l cK ar , P h. D. , o f the Packer Coll egiate In
stitute, wi ll deliver his fifth lecture in th e course on "The Theory 
of El ectrici ty" b efore th e Inst itute on D ec. IO. T he subject of th e 
lecture will be " El ectri c A ttracti ons and R epul sio ns, " and it will 
be illu strated by experimental dem onstrations. 

----♦-----
NEWS NOTES 

SAN FRAN CI SCO , CAL.- The H oward Str eet el ectric line of the Market 
Stre et Raihvay was recentl y placed in operation in connecti on w ith the com
pleted portion of the Fifth Street electric line. The n ew divi sion extends from 
Fifth an d M arket Stree ts to T wenty-Sixth and Misso uri Streets. 

MIDDLETOWN, CO NN.- The Middletown Street R ail way Company will 
apply to the incomi ng L egislature fo r an amendment to its charter, perm itt ing 
it to extend it s lines from Middletown t o Meriden . Such an amendment was 
ask ed for a t the last General A ssemb ly, but it was refused. A m ost de
termined effor t will be made to obtain th e a mendment to the charter. 

KEY \VEST, F L A.-The employees of the K ey W est E lectric Company 
are on strike and no cars are being operated. So far, al] negotiations for a 
settl ement of the difficul ty h ave b een unavailing, and it is stated that th e 
company has threatened t o withdraw fr om the city altogether. 

CLA RKSV I LLE, GA.-The Naehooche Railroad Company has j ust per• 
fected its organization. Among those interested in the company are C. E . 
Cook , of Chicago ; J ohn Mar tin, C. \V. Oaks , R A. W illiams, Charles Rob erts, 
of Nachooche ; C. \V, Humilcut, of A tlanta; \Valier L. Childs, of A thens; 
J. H. Hick s, William Berry, Charles L . Boss, W. S. Erwin, of Clarksville. 

FORT WAYNE , I N D.- Townsend, R eed & Company, the promoter s who 
ar e backin g the proposed electric line from thi s ci ty to Huntington, have 
purchased the bed of the old Wabash & E rie Canal for a distance of 15 miles. 
The roadway is 60 It. wide. The projec tors have also secured the r ight of way 
mt o F ort \ Vayne. 

I N D IAN A P O LI S, I N D.- T he Marion Cou n ty Commission er s have g ranted 
the Indi anapolis & L eban on T rac tion Co mp an y a franchise for the c on stru e• 
tion of an electric r ail way on the Lafayette pike from Indianapolis lo 
L eban on. T he fran chise provides th at car s must be running by May 1, 1902, 
and extend s fo r fi ft y years, the company to pay the county annually $25 a 
mile fo r each mile of the pike u sed. T h e promoters say they will ultimately 
build to L afayett e. A mon g those in terested in th e company are: A . A. 
McKain , J. M. ll l ank ee, E. T . D awson , J. S. H olliday and A. M . Gl oss 
B renn er. 

CHI CAGO, lLL.- T h c Citizen s' Electri c Str eet Railroad Company has 
made app1i cati on to the Cit y Counci l for a franchise for the construction of 
an e1ectr-ic rail way from Foster and E van ston Avenues to the city limits, a 
distanc e of abou t G miles. T he company desir es a twen ty-year franchise. 
T he Citizen s' E lectric Street Railroad Company is understood to be th e com
pan y in whi ch Charl es L. Bonn ey, Lyman l\L Pain e and o ther Chi cago 
capitalists are interested. 

FORT WAYN E , I N D.- L. n. Mcllhen y, of D ayton , Oh io, has b een granted 
a fran chi se g iv in g him an ent ra nce into th e city for th e proposed electric 
railway, fron1 D ecatur to Fort W ayn e. T he roa d is to enter th e city at P iqua 
Avenue, thence to J ohns Aven ue, to Calhoun Stree t , and north on Calhoun 
S tr eet to Cre ig hton Avenue, there to connect w ith th e Fort \Vayne Traction 
Co mpany's lines. The life of the franchi se is limited to fift y year s, and the city 
reserves the right to grant to any oth er interurban companies a fran chise 
over th e sam e route, the t racks to be used jo intly, subject to certai n stipul a
t ion s as to pay ment . cost of maint enance of tracks and right of way , etc. 
The line is to be built from D ecatur t :' the ci ty limits before the city fran
chi se beco mes operat ive. The fa re fo r adults is fi xed at 5 cents , and it is 
stipu lated th at con ducto rs shall at a ll times carry a supp ly of tick ets to be 
so ld on the cars at the ra te of six fo r 25 cents or twenty-five for $1. 

INDIANAPO L IS, IND.- The Indianapoli s, Morristown & Rushvill e R a il
way Company has made appli ca ti on to th e County Commissioners for right 
of way in this county for the electric interurban lin e , to conn ect the three 
places m enti on ed in its titl e. The lin e is to extend fr o m P rospect Street and 
K eyston e A venue, th e end of the Prospect Street line of th e Indian apoli s 
Street Rai lway Company' s system. The pro moters ann ounce that work !'ill 
begin on th e lin e in the sprin g if the g rant is made . 

N ORFOLK, MASS.-A car on the No rfolk Suburban Street Railway ran 
off th e track on East River Street , H yde Park, N ov. 25, and several persons 
were injured. The passengers were throw n into th e fo rward e nd of th e car, 
and it was with di fficu l!y that some could ex tricate them selves from th e mass 
of hum an ity . Fortunately, however, n o one wa s ki ll ed, n or were any bon es 
brok en. 

Il OSTON, MASS.-Severa l new petitions have b een filed fo r legislat ive 
ac tion. The \ Veb ster & Dudley Street Rail way Company asks authc rity to 
1ease connect in g o r intersectin g lines , or to lease to any on e of them. The 
\Vestboro & W orcester Street Rail way Co mpan y and th e Marlboro & W est
b oro Str eet R ailway Company each a sk authority to sell or lease it s property 
to th e oth er to e ffect c onsolid ation . H enry H . Crapo and others ask incor
poration as the N ew Bedfor d & O n set Bay Street R ailway Company, with 
authority to act as a common carri er o f m erchandi se. 

BOSTO N, MASS.-A t !h e adj ourn ed a nnual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Electric Companies, held Nov. 21, President A bbott, who presided, gave th e 
foll owing informatio n as to occurren ces s in ce the annual report was issued: 
Vv'ith in the la st t en days th e lease of the Nashua Com pany to the L owell & 
Suburban Rai lway Compan y has b een fin ally approved by tbe R ailroad Com
missioner s o f 11assachusetts and New H amp shire. Furth ermore, the Rail • 
road Com mi ssion ers o f M::a ssachusett s h ave given th eir assent to the con
solidation of the L owell & Suburban and Lowell , Lawrence & Haverhill . The 
Railroad Commission ers have also given their assent to the con solidation of 
the n rock to ,.; Company with the South Shore & Iloston and \,Vest Roxbury 
& R oslindale compani es. The R ailroad Commiss ion ers have also g iven their 
assent t o the iss ue of 10,160 additional shares of Lynn & Boston stock. In 
additi on to this Lynn & Boston stock , the issue of 2626 shares of Brockton 
Street Railway stock h as b een authorized. T he stockholders elected the fol
lowing trust ees to serve fo r th e three year s n ext en suin g: S. E ndicott P ea
b ody, E verett W. Burdett, E . R ollins Morse, Philip L . Sa lt on stall and Philip 
D ex ter. Mr. D exter succeed s S. Re ed An thony, who declined t o serve again. 
The stockholder s voted to am end the d eclarat ion of trust by chan ging the 
time of the annual meetin g to the third Wednesday of Nove mb er. 

LOWELL, llfASS.-The L owell , L awrence & H averh ill Street Railway 
has increased the wages of it s m otormen and con du ctor s from 16 cents, 17 
cents an d 18 cent s an h our to 17 cen ts, 18 cen ts and 19 cents an hour. The 
company ha s also reduced the fare between Nashua and L owell. The fare 
b etween N ashua an d Lak eview is n ow 10 cents, an d the fare t o Lowell is 15 
cents instead of 20 cents. 

W A R E H AM, MASS.- The Middleboro, Wareham & B uzzar ds Bay St reet 
R ailway Company has a t last secured a franch ise in \'Vareham. The com
pany has been over a year in obtain in g thi s right. It has already secured 
franchi se g rants in m ost of th e other town s throu gh wh ich it will pass. The 
lin e is part of a pla n to build an electric railway from M iddleboro, where it 
connects with th e New Bedford, Middleboro & Brockton road, to those cities 
and to a ll point s beyond in Plymo uth and Bristol Counties, and to Boston, 
and also with the East T aunton road to T aunton , Provi dence and points 
west, thr ough the southern P lymouth County towns to Falmouth, H yannis 
and Ch atham in Barnstable County. The present company will build . to 
Buzzards Bay, a di stance of 23 miles, passing through South Middleboro, 
\Vest Wareham, East Rochester, \'Vareham and O n set Bay. 




