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MOTOR BUS IS GROWING FACTOR

Other Cities Watch
Gas-Electric Type

Now on Trial Here

.. BY J. J. JEFFREY
L. OLLOWING the delivery of a gasoline-electric double-

deck bus, the Los Angeles Railway is conducting in-

teresting tests preparatory to the introduction of this

latest development in motor vehicle transportation. With
this addition, to the gasoline side of the local transporta-
.tion industry, Los Angeles rates fifth in point of bus

service in American cities.
. ‘lne Los Angeles Kailway*
‘and the Los Angeles Motor
Bus Company have 154 of
the most up-to-date busses in
America. The Los Angeles
‘Motor Bus Company is joint-
_ 1y owned and operated .by
the Pacific Electric and Los
Angeles Raijlways, and pro-
vides an interchange of
transfers between the two
electric railway systems. . It
operates the green busses..

The gasoline-electric bus embod-
jes several new and unique features
for rubber-tire travel. The six-

" eylinder engine under the hood is
of the same type as on other
busses, hut instead of being con-
nected with a transmission, it is
connected to a generator which de-
velops electrical ‘power for two
motors, one on each of the rear
wheels. There {8 no gear-shifting
to be done, and the apeed of the
bus Js gradually increased by the
flow of current to the motors as
the engine is accelerated by the
driver, : .

The manufacturers claim that
this type of %»us will give a smooth-
er and more comfortable ride than
the bus using gears. It has a small
controller, similayr .to that on street
cars, which has to be moved for
hillelimbing, but which remalins in
a set position on level streets.

fIUGE INVESTMENT

The Los Angeles Railway owns
and has on order seventy-four
husses, of which twenty-flve o
double-deckers, The Los Angelex
Motor Bus Company - has eighty
husses of which  thirty-four- are
double-deckers.  The .:1564 busses
represent a totul' ihyestment of
$1,700.009 in motor vehiclé-equip-
ment, auxiliary to the electric car
systems,

The ‘bus service of the yellow-
car system has developed rapldly
during the pust three years. It
came into being late ‘n 1922 when
a line was started on San . Pedro
street between Sixty-first street and
Manchester avenue to provide a
connection with line S”:street cars
at the former point. The second
line was started on Lincoln Park
avenue in Juue of  the . following
Year.

The first main llne bus service,
carrying rassengera from reslden-
tial territory to the" edge of the
central downtown section was es-
tablished on Wilsnire Boulevard,
October 10, 1923, with single-deck
busses running or a fifteen-minute
schedule. It was on this line that
the first double-deck busses were
operated in Los Angeles, and to-
day this type of equipmunt {s used
on the line exclusively in the day-

*light hours, and they 'run at four-
minute {ntervals in the -eveuing
rush hours. R :
: “FEEDER" LINES

Fourteen bus lines are operate
by the T.os Angiles Rafh',?ay ;oq
day. “’he Wilshire and Flgueroa
lines are tho only ones of the yel-
low car system that tar the down-
town district. Although the other
lines are designated as “feeder” or
“crosstown” lines, many of tnem
rerve districts which are practical-
1y littte omimunities in themselves.
Fifty-two busses are In dally serv-
ice and cover in excess of 7000
miles a day, and carry approxi-
mately 22,000 passengers a day.
‘They are covering forty-three route
miles a day, as compared to 378
niiles of passenger track of the
street-rallway system.

The Los Angeles Motor Bus Com-

=" pany operates about sixty greev

busses in dally service carrying ap-
* proximateiy 25,000 passengers, and
covering 7021 miles daily.—
‘"MADE IN CALIFORNIA

With the exception of five busses,

the double-deckers operated in Ios

Angeles are made In Californis
Xastern transportation ‘companiea

LATEST TYPE

{0 the street cars.

- HAS UNIQUE FEATURE

- A tolal of 154 busses are now serving Angelenos as auxiliaries

have shown leen Interest In Los’

Angeles gervice because the double-
deckers used here were the first to
be equipped with pneumatic’ tires,
six-cylinder engines, and afr

OF BUS .

brakes. The first six-wheel dou- & sharp contrast to the Cour-cyl-
ble-deckers were built {n Southern Inder, solid. rubber tire double-
California and operated by the Los | deckers with manual brakes of
Angeles Rallway on Wilshire eastern citles, "particularly New
Boulevard. Tho equipment made | York and Chicago. The cost of

. AS AUXILIARY TO STREET CARS

The new gasoline-electric bus re-
cently introduced by the Los Ange-
les Railway Compong promises o
remove most of whatever objections
there were lo tha bus as a carrier of
commulers. One of - these new
-busses is- shown al the right, - above,
.in the accompanying picures. A view
of the driver’s compariment is also
shown in which can be noted that
there are no levers at his right. The
rear platform of the bus shows ils
pacit roporfions  facililating
prompt boarding and dlighting. The
upper view shows a flect of the buses
now being operaled by the railioay
companies as auxiliaries lo the stree!
cars. .

Thia pollcy s belng carried out in
the majority of American cities to
the benefit of car and bus patrons.

Supervision of the Los Angeles
Rallwny bua lines is carried out by
the same dispatchers who direct
the .street cars from a central tele-
_phone switchboard. . .

The motor bus sgervice, although
1t has been carried on on a broad
scale in Los Angeles, and consid-
erable further development may
be expected. 18 still comparatively
in the experimental stage. It has
developed many interesting angles.
particularlyithe holding for -the
transportation company petronage
which might otherwise be diverted
to private automobiles. This s
particuiarly true on such lines as
IWilshire Boulevard, on the Los An-
geles Rallway system, and Sunset
Boulevard, on the Los Angeles Mo-
tor Bus system. The fact that this
patronage is being held, and that
thousands of" people are riding
\street cars, and transterring to con-
necting bussés, must be considered
in connection with the financlal
slde of the story. -

None of the bus Hnes are making
a profit, and the Sunset Boulevard
sreen . busses and the Los Angeles
Raliway busses on Melrose avenue
are the- only ones on which the
revenue comes within speaking
distance of the operuting’ costs,

In somie of the sparsely settled
outlying territories which would
not warrant the extenston of street-
ear tracks, the comrpany has been
able to provide residents. with
transportation by busses.

The leading bus manufacturers
are co-operating actively with
transportation companies {n devel-
oping improvements in equipment
and methods of operation. ns they
recognize, according to their ad-
vertisements, that the motor bus
can be put to the best use as an

auxillary of electric cars, that It Is
not designed te replace the trol- -~
leys, and that the electric railways
are the best . customers from the
standpoint of stability and experi-

ence. .
©.Although the fmmediate finan-
clal outlook Is not particularly
rosy, the Los Angeles Rafl has

average $8500.

.double-deck busses used here aver- | and local operating conditions,

ages ' $12,000, and single-deckers. from n 10-cent fare of main lnes
‘to the bG-cent fare and  transter

Fares on the different lines vary . privileges of short feeder lines ex-
according to the service rendered  tending from street-car terminals.

I contlnued, and In v

The transfer privilege is made creased, the operatic:
possible when the company thut op- bus lines it has stuite
crates electric cars operutes mo- on the future of the
tor busses as a co-ordinated part! department of the !
of general transportation service. atlon industry with o

) New and betler types of these vehicles are being added to the
immense flecis alrcady in operation. The lalest bus is a gasoline-
electric machine and is now being tried out by the Los Angeles Rail-
way. :

It has a number of unique features tending lo make fravel by
bus speedicr, safer and more comfortable, The six-cylinder engine
is under the hood, but instead of being connccled with a transmission,
is connecied with @ generalor which develops clectrical power for
{wo molors, one on cach of the rear wheels.

It is expecled that this type will give a smoother ride than thosz
using gears. There is no gear shifting necessary with the new bus.
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