
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Revised Final Environmental Impact Report 
Volume 5 - Chapter 9 (Book 1 of 6) 

- l -
" -, 

,, 

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 
EAST-WEST TRANSIT CORRIDOR 

~Metro 
Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) 

' 
\ 

- ~ 

'·, Cl'r'V f 

December 2004 



I 
I 
I 
I 

PREFACE 

The environmental document for the San Fernando Valley East-West Transit Corridor Project 
was re-circulated as a Revised Environmental Impact Report (Revised FEIR) pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) 
was processed originally in February 2002 by MT A (the CEQA lead agency). The DEIS/EIR 
was circulated, and in accordance with CEQA and the National Environmental Policy Act, MT A 
identified the proposed Project, BRT, as the locally preferred alternative. Thereafter, MTA 
abandoned its efforts to seek federal funding for the Project and the final environmental 
document was identified as the FEIR and certified under CEQA only. In the FEIR, a number of 
project alternatives were evaluated: No Build, Transportation Systems Management (TSM), and 
three versions of a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Since the Court of Appeal found that MTA needed 
to also consider the alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes under CEQA, it ordered the 
Superior Court to direct MT A to set aside its certification of the FEIR. 

This Revised FEIR considers and analyzes three multiple-route Rapid Bus alternatives as 
additional alternatives to the BRT and TSM alternatives that were evaluated by the Los Angeles 
County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MT A) in the Final EIR. 

This Revised FEIR was prepared in accordance with the decision of California Court of Appeal, 1 

dated July 19, 2004 (Decision), which found that the Final EIR should have considered multiple 
Rapid Bus routes as an additional alternative. The Decision upheld the Final EIR in connection 
with numerous other challenges, including a finding that the Final EIR adequately discussed 
pedestrian and traffic safety impacts, the Final EIR adequately responded to comments, there 
was no need to separately evaluate a fare reduction alternative, and the Final EIR did not 
improperly segment environmental consideration of a City of Los Angeles bikeway. The 
particular multiple Rapid Bus routes analyzed in this Revised FEIR were identified based on 
information contained in the Court of Appeal's decision, which mentioned comment letters that 
suggesting a series of three or five east-west routes. MT A evaluated the suggested routes and 
found that they would constitute a reasonable backbone to the following three multiple-route 
Rapid Bus alternatives (RB Alternatives) considered and analyzed in this Revised FEIR: 

• Three East-West Rapid Bus Routes Alternative (RB-3) 

• Five East-West Rapid Bus Routes Alternative (RB-5) 

• Rapid Bus Network Alternative (RB-Network) 

To consider multiple Rapid Bus routes in accord with the Court of Appeal's decision, MT A 
prepared this Revised FEIR to supplement the Final EIR's evaluation of alternatives in 
comparison to the Project. The revisions to the sections of the Final EIR are set forth in this 
Revised FEIR. 

1
1 Citizens Organized for Smart Transit v. Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority California 

Appellate Court Case No. B164434. 
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Comments and Coordination 

CHAPTER 9 - COMMENTS AND COORDINATION 

9-1 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 

Public involvement is an integral component of the environmental processes associated with the 
proposed project. Chapter 7 documents the public involvement and community outreach efforts 
conducted during the preparation and circulation of the Final Environmental Impact Report 
(Final EIR). Chapter 9 documents the public comment period conducted during the circulation 
of the Revised FEIR, the comments received during that period, and the responses to those . 
comments. 

9-1.1 Objectives 

The principal objectives of the public comment period for the Revised FEIR were to: 

• Allow the public, government agencies, and other local officials an opportunity to provide 
written comments or otherwise exchange information regarding the Revised FEIR; 

• Allow Metro staff to provide a written response to significant environmental issues 
concerning the Revised FEIR that were raised by the written comments received during the 
comment period; and 

• Incorporate the environmental concerns of the commenters into the environmental review 
process. 

9-1.2 Notice of Availibility 

A Notice of Availability (NOA) of a Revised FEIR was published in (list) newspapers on 
October 23, 2004 and mailed to those properly requesting notice. The NOA announced that 
MT A had prepared a Revised FEIR pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) to add a more extensive Alternatives Analysis section which is now called Chapter 8. 
The NOA provided formal notice to the public of the opportunity to comment in writing on the 
environmental information presented in the Revised FEIR. The NOA also included information 
on the proposed project, alternatives, anticipated effects, and contact information. 

The public comment period for the Revised FEIR commenced on October 23, 2004 and closed 
on November 22, 2004. The comment period for state agencies commenced on October 25, 
2004 and closed on November 24, 2004. Comments were received from individuals, 
organizations, and government agencies via written correspondence. 
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Comments and Coordination 

9-1.2.1 Written Correspondence 

A total of 32 written comment letters and e-mail documents were received from 30 different 
parties. The primary environmental concerns about the Revised FEIR that were raised in the 
comment letters were related to: variations that were not considerably different from the RB 
Alternatives, ridership, travel time, the public noticing process, environmental effects, safety, 
and cost. A summary of each of these topics is provided below. 

a. Alignments, Ridership, and Travel Time 

Comments questioned why the particular routes identified for the three RB Alternatives were 
selected. A number of these comments suggested variations such as adding a route, deleting a 
route, or extending certain routes of the RB alternatives. Other comments suggested that the RB 
alternatives were not routed through the demographic areas where ridership by the transit 
dependent is most likely. Comments were also received questioning the validity of the travel 
time savings forecast in the Revised FEIR to attract new riders. Proposed scheduling, hours of 
operation, and ridership of the RB Alternatives were also commented on. 

b. Public Noticing Process 

Several comments addressed concern that public comments submitted in response to the original 
Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) were not taken into consideration by MT A. Other 
comments suggested that noticing and circulation of the Revised FEIR were inadequate. 

Many of these comments addressed the 30-day public circulation period of the Revised FEIR, 
and claimed that no public scoping efforts with regard to the re-circulation of the document were 
conducted. A number of these comments suggested that the circulation period should be longer 
and that the public was not given enough time to evaluate the alternatives in the Revised FEIR. 

c. Environmental Effects 

Certain comments claiming potential environmental effects of the Orange Line were principally 
focused on air quality, land-use, and, traffic. Many comments stated that these types of 
environmental impacts would adversely affect residential neighborhoods and could not be 
mitigated to the satisfaction of the community. A number of comments suggested that the 
proposed project would have beneficial environmental effects insofar as traffic congestion and 
aesthetics would potentially be improved. 

d. Safety 

Comments on potential safety impacts resultant from the Orange Line can generally be divided 
into two categories: accidents and crime. New intersections created by the proposed project 
were stated as being dangerous resulting in greater incidence of accidents, injuries and deaths. 
An increase in criminal activity in the areas between sound walls and residential fences was also 
a stated concern. 

~ San Fernando Valley 
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Comments and Coordination 

e. Cost 

Comments claimed that there were greater costs associated with the Orange Line versus RB 
Alternatives. 

9-2 CIRCULATION OF THE REVISED DRAFT EIR 

The Revised FEIR for the San Fernando Valley East-West Transit Corridor was circulated for a 
30-day public review period, as approved by the Office of Planning and Research, beginning on 
October 23, 2004 and ending on November 22, 2004. A Notice of Availability was published in 
the three major area newspapers on October 23, 2004. The state agency review period began on 
October 25, 2004 and ended on November 24, 2004. The MTA Board will consider the 
document for certification at the regularly scheduled meeting on December 13, 2004 at the Metro 
Headquarters, One Gateway Plaza, Los Angeles CA 90012 in the Metro Board room on the 3rd 

floor at 9:30 am. The meeting is open to the public and will accept public testimony regarding 
the Revised FEIR. 

On October 22, 2004, MT A sent copies of the Revised FEIR by 2-hour courier to each of the 
following libraries identified in the notice of availability: Canoga Park Branch Library, Mid
Valley Regional Branch Library, North Hollywood (Amelia Earhart) Library, Northridge Branch 
Library, Panorama City Branch Library, Sherman Oaks Branch Library, Superior Court Law 
Library, Valley Plaza Library, Van Nuys Branch Library, and West Valley Regional Library. 
Copies of the courier receipts are available for inspection upon request. Also that same day, 
MTA hand delivered a copy of the Revised FEIR to the MTA Library. Additionally, the Revised 
FEIR was made available on MTA's web site that same day. Accordingly, the Revised FEIR 
was properly circulated and made available for public review on October 22, 2004. 

Based on the comments received and technical studies conducted during the Revised FEIR 
phase, the MT A has concluded that the Orange Line and the TSM together continues to be the 
superior alternative for the following reasons: 

1. No feasible project alternative or mitigation measure considerably different from others 
previously analyzed has been identified between the FEIR and Revised FEIR that would 
clearly lessen the significant environmental impacts of the project. 

2. The Revised FEIR presented information and data sufficient to provide the public with an 
opportunity to conduct a meaningful review and comment on the RB Alternatives, and 
the potential environmental impacts with regard to those alternatives. 

3. The Orange Line/TSM is within the ability to fund, including capital and operational 
costs, has the greatest time savings, and operates within its own right-of-way. 

4. The Orange Line/TSM connects major activity centers in the San Fernando Valley. 

5. Parking is provided at a number of Orange Line stations to facilitate access for park-and
ride patrons, increase transit ridership, and decrease daily trips made by automobiles. 

~ San Fernando Valley 
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Comments and Coordination 

6. The Orange Line supports existing land use plans, accommodates bicycle and pedestrian 
paths, and provides landscaping along the Metro right-of-way. 

7. The Orange Line would decrease energy consumption, reduce daily regional emissions, 
cumulatively, of three out of the four criteria air pollutants, and would not indirectly 
affect wildlife, wildlife dispersions corridors, or sensitive species. 

9-3 REVISED FEIR COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

The table on the following page presents a list of the written correspondence received on the 
Revised FEIR. It identifies the Comment Letter Number, the page in this document that the 
responses begin on, the name of the commenter, and the date on which the comment letter was 
received. 

Page 9-4 
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Comments and Coordination 

Table 9-1: San Fernando Valley East-West Transit Corridor Comments Roster 

Comment 

Letter Page Commenting Party 

Number 

1 9-7 Mike Jones - West Hills resident 

2 9-8 Judy Price - Valley resident 

3 9-9 Larry W. Bradbury - Reseda resident 

4 9-11 Lillian Silverstone - Valley Glen resident 

5 6-16 Alexander Friedman 

6 9-17 Burton Roseman - Van Nuys resident 

7 9-22 Myra Ferrente - Tarzana resident 

8 9-24 Jayne Weaver - Woodland Hills resident 

9 9-25 Jolene Fisher - Van Nuys resident 

10 9-26 Jody Wittern Slater - Van Nuys resident 

11 9-29 Richard Hilton - Valley Glen resident 

12 9-36 Edith Rozsa - Woodland Hills resident 

13 9-37 Leonard Miropol - Winnetka resident 

14 9-38 John A. Henning - counsel for COST 

15 9-53 Elle Saling - Van Nuys resident 

16 9-59 Grant George 

17 9-61 Jessica George 

18 6-64 Petra Devlin - Van Nuys resident 

19 9-66 Bryan Moscardini - County of Los Angeles employee 

20 9-67 Thomas A Rubin - Consultant for COST 

21 9-229 Marilyn Hencken - Valley Glen resident 

22 9-230 Susan L. Bok - City of Los Angeles employee 

23 9-231 Thomas A. Rubin - counsel for COST 

24 9-233 Eric G. Branche - Victory Park neighborhood resident 

25 9-236 Nancy Bennett - Woodland Hills resident 

26 9-238 Carl Olson - Woodland Hills resident 

27 9-240 Roger Christensen - Sherman Oaks resident 

28 9-241 Deborah Johnson - C-TRiM 

29 9-244 BHA in LA 

30 9-249 Terry Roberts - State of California employee 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Date 

Oct. 23, 2004 

Oct. 25, 2004 

Oct. 25, 2004 

Oct. 26, 2004 

Oct. 29, 2004 

Nov. 02, 2004 

Nov. 01, 2004 

Nov. 19, 2004 

Nov. 20, 2004 

Nov. 21 , 2004 

Nov. 21 , 2004 

Nov. 21, 2004 

Nov. 21, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 22, 2004 

Nov. 23, 2004 

Nov. 23, 2004 

Nov. 23, 2004 

Nov. 09, 2004 

Nov. 17, 2004 

Nov. 19, 2004 

Nov. 24, 2004 

Nov. 24, 2004 
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Table 9-1: San Fernando Valley East-West Transit Corridor Comments Roster 

Comment 

Letter Page Commenting Party 

Number 

31 9-251 Thomas A. Rubin - Consultant for COST 

32 9-296 Kenneth Katz - North Hollywood resident 

~ San Fernando Valley 
~ East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sED FEIR 

Date 

Sept. 16, 2004 

Nov. 19, 2004 
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------------------Responses to Comments 

Comment Letter 1 

-----Original Message-----
From: The Jones Family [mailto: jonesmtta4@sbcglobal.net] 
Sent: Saturday, October 23, 2004 9:43 PM 
To: martinr@metro.net 
Subject: My support for the Metro Orange Line 

I live in West Hills and work in NoHo. I am very excited about and I , 1-1 
support the construction of the Orange Line. 

Please add my name to the Revised FEIR or tell me how I can correctly 1
1 

_
2 

endorse it. 

Thanks, 
Mike Jones 

© San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro Rev,seo Fe1R 

Response to Comment Letter 1 

Comment 1-1 
The Jones Family' s support for the Orange Line project 
is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 1-2 
The public hearing on the Revised FEIR is scheduled 
for Monday, December 13, 2004 beginning at 9:30 AM 
at Metro Headquarters. The public is invited to attend 
this public hearing, and to voice their opinions to the 
Board of Directors of Metro. 

Page 9-7 



------------------Responses to Comments 

Comment Letter 2 

-----Original Message-----
From: Judyprice1127@aol.com [mailto:Judyprice1127@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 25, 2004 7:41 PM 
To: martinr@metro.net 
Subject: Public comment: revised FEIR Orange Line 

Dear Mr. Martin, 

I am writing to express support for the Orange Line 
currently under construction from Lankershim Blvd. to 
Warner Center. 

I am a 25 year resident of Valley Glen where the Orange Line 
will pass through. In fact, it will have two stops within a mile 
in our little community, at Fulton/Burbank and 
Woodman/Oxnard. The biggest opponent, COST, was 
founded by a neighbor of mine. I have a profound difference 
of opinion with COST and believe the benefits of the Orange 
Line outweigh the downside. I realize we will have to adjust 
to two major intersections which will be a significant 
challenge in our community as well as the density 
issues surrounding a transit corridor. But, it is important 
to get people out of their cars and this is an important first 
step in that regard for the San Fernando Valley. 

2-1 

2-2 

Originally, most in Valley Glen opposed the busway, but I 2-3 
now that it is under construction, the attitude has changed. 
People want it completed and for life to go on. Many look 
forward to the convenience, the landscaping and the bike 
paths. 

I look forward to the launch in August, 2005. I 2-4 

Regards, 
Judy Price 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

Response to Comment Letter 2 

Comment 2-1 
Judy Price' s support for the Orange Line project is 
acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 2-2 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 2-3 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 2-4 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 3 

Comment 3-1 
Larry W. Bradbury's support for the Orange Line 
project is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 3-2 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 3-3 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 3-4 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. Metro is 
very concerned in mainta ining a clean and graffiti free 
environment at all of its facil ities. Graffiti is removed 
as quickly as possible. 

Page 9-9 

-



- - - - -
'·~ ....... --.~ ... - .... ,_ -~ ... , .. 

- - - -
........ ...___ .. --- ... -~ ·----.......... ....._ 

--;;:;,~,,_"<' y,,;,,.~ lf.;~ ,/4-,',<u.,/ ~~,.,. ',,b,✓-:·--r:,--,,,,.,,e=:, F=e.. 1?~,:,,,u,.-,.. 

/i.ry ~- 7:"F' .L/.V7 / -/'EL;<> 1,:: /t.k~~r~Ls-r/4',;y...,,,,,,_.,_(, . 

, ~- 6113~&,4?Ss--

----r,z,-~-Y-"'< 
.s:.,~L<1 t.--[~r~ 

(-~a::.---;-,,V-4:.,_;,~r-• -;..v~..J<:- 13/ E3 -aa<.,2e..;7 

~ 81f!J-.,_,., :)..J"'J5/ 7.,:V,x-...,. t-0,1/.ilu,e_ ,4,af' 

©Metro 

- ~ ~q/~3& 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

·~~F,f>,:J ( ..,) L.-r-
<.';· -.1 .,_"l,u,.p .).•-~ ~1 

.. 5,?~:~~, ~'~:~·->,. 
·-1,1J_t,-fl 'ffg·:,£ , , ... 

. '?~<•.f ~t•i'o"~,,; ,;j~ , ""~~, ----- ,::.-.• ;1 , , "' ,-' "' ; -, .. " , -~ -, - 7&' / f :l,,,,,,.,,,..__ · - ., , ,·~, I i 
• 't:,; " - .. ~ • ,, , ' . ' ," , 

, ., - -Q~·· ~-, I ""'·· • "" j i . .,, ' ·- ~ , - '-- ~ .,. . -. . 
" .,;•,, ' · ,'c. ~,,t,, ' ' - •, /'··Sr,'/•"¾~-. ,n ,, I 

" ~. .• "- '-I \ . ·-;• '~.; .,,_,_ ,, ' ;'." ... ••.:· : , '"- <· '-.-•,;,1:0;,,: \ 
- "'( '" \,J - "\:· -,.. ' ' · ,, ' (·'- ' 
- --. _ .. _ -,.> t ---~- -. e -~-~ \ 
,_,, ,,, k \ / ~ "\':f K 11'~(~:~',. 

•C: /4 \ - /) ··.J S<\'-.' 1., .. ,1 
' / , ' · (~·, ,, j 1, ' •, ., ; 

/ / :Y ',:::,;,/II• • / ;•.:_,. , ._ , • ''-? / /• .P •. 1' ,,. : . ,,.,_ .,.,. I 
, . ,7 j,· • I: '/ ' - '>..,. ' '- . / , / ff' ,f '<.(. ::__ 

/ __ ./ ,, / &.~ /' . --~-- . 
/,' " / , ~,- / J '' ·•i, 1i, 

,,:-1-' y / ,, ',/</ ,~, ::o, ' 
., . ,,, // p ,f/ // 

/ /. .I 

/· <r'h~ 
' . , _,.,, .-~ 

• ·/1-J, , :. ,, - ·:~:;' _; 

Page 9-10 

-



- - - - - - - - -
Comment Letter 4 

-----Original Message-----
From: Lillian & John Cahman [mailto:lilandjohn@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 26, 2004 6:31 PM 
To: mediarelations@mta.net 
Subject: Orange Line - I am not part of the lawsuit 

Dear MTA: 

I have always believed that the Orange Line was ill-conceived. 
However, the MT A and the entire community surrounding the future 
Orange Line are suffering from a severe case of cognitive dissonance. 
This occurs when a huge investment, either emotional or financial or 
both, has already been made, and nobody dares say, "hey, this was not 
the best idea"; too much has already been invested. A good example is 
the Iraq War, but I digress. Incidentally, I spoke against the Orange 
Line at a Community meeting, and will always remember that 
experience as one where I was talking to myself; no one cared what 
anyone said at that meeting, and the relevant parties from the MT A and 
the council were absent. The decision had been made, the money 
allocated, the contractors contracted, and it was, as they say, a done 
deal. 

I do not know what you base your study of the alternate bus 
additions on, but nobody asked me or my husband, residents of Valley 
Glen north of Oxnard Street and just east of Fulton. My husband uses 
the MT A Red Line regularly, but he can never take the bus to and from 
the station because, the bus along Oxnard Street to North Hollywood 
Station runs roughly once per hour, so infrequently that it is not even 
suggested on the MT A web site as a route to the 

~ 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro nEv1sEo FE1n 

-

4-1 

4-2 

4-3 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 4 

Comment4-1 
Lillian Silverstone's concerns for the Orange Line 
project are acknowledged for the record. 

Comment4-2 
The commenter questions the basis for determining the 
RB Alternatives studied in the Revised FETR. As 
discussed in Responses to Comment 14-10 and 14-14, 
the Court of Appeal determined that MT A must 
consider the alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes to 
the Project. On page RS-1 of the Revised FEIR, it 
explains that the Court of Appeal's decision mentioned 
comments suggesting different assemblages of 
particular multiple Rapid Bus routes. MT A evaluated 
the suggested three-route, five-route and COST's 
Network variations of the alternative of multiple rapid 
bus routes and determined that they would provide a 
basic reasonable approach. Since the three route and 
five route comments only identified the routes by street 
name, MT A determined the specific routing of each end 
of the routes and determined the Rapid Bus stops 
according to Rapid Bus spacing criteria of being 
approximately one mile apart. Once defined, the three 
RB Alternatives were encoded into MT A's 
transportation demand model along with the 
Transportation Systems Management (TSM) alternative 
and were run to determine their performance. (Rev. 
FEIR, p. 8-6-8.) The modeling results indicated that the 
three RB Alternatives provided a good estimate of what 
multiple Rapid Bus routes could accomplish in the 
Valley. (See Rev. FIER, Table 8-6.5, p. 8-6-9 for 
ridership forecasts and pp. 8-6-12 and 8-6-13 for a 
comparison of the RB Alternatives cost effectiveness.) 
In all, eight separate east-west routes and six separate 
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north-south routes were modeled to determine ridership 
and cost per new rider. The three RB Alternatives were 
chosen, in part to provide a spectrum of coverage across 
the Valley. At the lower end of the spectrum, the 
fewest routes are represented in the RB-3 Alternative, 
which provides three east-west streets that terminate at 
both ends at the same termini as the Orange Line. The 
three east-west routes of the RB-3 Alternative are 
approximately ½ mile apart. This spacing is desirable 
since an industry accepted transit-modeling 
presumption is that most riders wilt not walk farther 
than 1/4 mile to take transit. FT A's New Starts 
guidelines for modeling use this assumption as well. 
Moreover, Victory, Vanowen, and Sherman Way are 
fairly large arterials (FEIR, Table 8-3-1 , p. 8-3-2) 
running continuously through the Valley that have 
many commercial centers, industrial centers and 
community facilities that are served by these routes. 
(See pages 8-4.1-3 through 8-4.1-5 of the Revised 
FEIR.) 

The RB-5 Alternative provides three continuous routes 
through most of the Valley. The Burbank route 
transfers riders on the Ventura Rapid Bus at Reseda to 
complete their east-west cross valley trips. Burbank 
Boulevard is a major arterial accommodating average 
daily traffic up to 55,000 vehicles. (FElR, Table 1-4, p. 
1-9; Revised FEIR, Table 8-3- l, p. 8-3-2.) The 
Chandler route provides service from the North 
Hollywood Red Line station to Van Nuys and would 
connect with the North Hollywood High School and the 
commercial center at Laurel Canyon Boulevard. (See 
Page 8-4.1-11 of the Revised FEIR.) Chandler 
Boulevard is a secondary arterial accommodating up to 
15,000 vehicles per day. (FEIR, Table 1-4, p. 1-9; 

Page 9-12 



------------------Responses to Comments 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sED FEIR 

Revised FEIR, Table 8-3-1, p. 8-3-2.) The Oxnard 
route is about a ½ mile from Victory and Burbank. 
Although Oxnard is not continuous through the Valley, 
as explained above, it was expected to capture those 
riders that have to walk to the nearest route and would 
service the Ulysses Grant High School, Valley College, 
Laurel Plaza Shopping Center and the commercial 
centers at Van Nuys and Sepulveda. (Revised FEIR, 
pages 8-4.1-11 and-12.) Oxnard Street is a secondary 
arterial accommodating up to 28,000 vehicles per day. 
(FEIR, Table 1-4, p. 1-9; Revised FEIR, Table 8-3-1, p. 
8-3-2.) 

At the other end of the spectrum, the RB Network 
Alternative blankets the entire Valley with a network of 
uniformly spaced and continuous routes throughout the 
Valley to reach transit riders throughout the Valley and 
connect with many destinations as commercial centers, 
industrial centers, schools, parks, several airports 
inc luding the Van Nuys Airport, and malls or shopping 
centers. (Rev. FEIR, pp. 8-4.1-20 through 8-4.1-30.) 
Devonshire Street is a major arterial that serves up to 
25,000 vehicles daily. (Revised FEIR, Table 8-3-1, p. 
8-3-2.) Roscoe Boulevard is a major arterial that serves 
up to 39,000 vehicles daily. (Id.) Victory Blvd. is a 
major arterial through the valley that accommodates up 
to 40,000 vehicles daily. (FEIR, Table 1-4, p. 1-9; Rev. 
FEIR, Table 8-3-1 , p. 8-3-2.) In addition, all the north
south Rapid Bus routes in the RB Network are major 
arterials that serve up to 48,000 vehicles daily. 
(Revised FEIR, Table 8-3-1, p. 8-3-2.) The Rapid Bus 
routes for all RB Alternatives are complemented with 
the TSM, which will provide feeder service to 
maximize their potential. Accordingly, the RB 
Alternatives studied in the Revised FEIR provide a 
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spectrum of Rapid Bus route combinations, and their 
performance demonstrates a reasonable choice of routes 
to carry riders across the Valley in the east-west 
direction. 

The commenter further intimates that MT A should have 
consulted with her or her husband, as residents of 
Valley Glen, on the selection of the specific multiple 
Rapid Bus routes to analyze as an alternative. Please 
see Response to Comment No. 14-10. MT A 
respectfully submits that the public has already 
commented on which routes should be studied in a 
multiple Rapid Bus routes alternative. During the 
comment period of the FEIR, MT A received three 
suggested multiple Rapid Bus routes alternatives. 
(FEIR pp. 7-213 and 7-216; COST's presentation to the 
MT A Board entitled, "San Fernando Valley Public 
Transportation Analysis Re: DEIS/R," dated July 19, 
200 I.) MT A adjusted and evaluated these suggested 
alternatives, and based on the discussion above, it found 
those variations of the multiple Rapid Bus routes 
alternative to provide a reasonable representation of 
what multiple Rapid Bus routes can accomplish in the 
Valley. 
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station from our location! It also stops running too early for a reliable 
commuting option. Don't suggest he take two buses to the station, 
because he won't, and no one would who owns a car. 

In sum, the Orange Line is only one line serving only one route. 
How can it possibly attract more riders than a better all around bus 
service - absurd! We probably will not use the Orange Line as it is too 
far to walk from our house. Any thoughts we have had of using the 
Orange Line, say, to go eat at a favorite restaurant in Reseda, end when 
we consider walking home in the dark from Woodman and Oxnard 
Streets. We will probably still drive to Reseda and back. 

If anyone who is anyone is experiencing a moment of honest regret 
about this silly busway, consider that the entire investment could be 
recouped if the land were sold and some nice new houses were built 
along the corridor. 
Just an idea. 

Thanks for your attention. Please forward to the appropriate party if 
you are not it. 

Sincerely, Lillian Silverstone, Valley Glen 

~ 
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- - - - - -· - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment4-3 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
Transferring from one bus to another can be an 
inconvenience. Public transit systems are designed to 
transport as many people as possible between 
connection points with as little inconvenience as 
possible. However, this goal is not going to be met by 
all individuals that would like to use public 
transpo1iation. 

Comment4-4 
The Orange Line operating plan anticipates that several 
other bus lines, originating from locations such as 
Chatsworth, Thousand Oaks, Warner Center and Porter 
Ranch, will also use the busway. Additionally, the 
Orange Line Project includes the Transportation 
Systems Management alternative, which provides 
enhancements to existing bus service in the Valley. 
Implementation of the TSM alternative will provide for 
increased bus frequencies and, over time, additional 
local service to the network of buses serving the Valley. 
As reflected in the analysis, the Orange Line combined 
with TSM improvements clearly attracts more riders 
than Rapid Bus alone. The addition of over 3,400 new 
parking spaces at five park and ride lots enhances the 
accessibility of this transit service. 

Comment4-5 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment Letter 5 

-----Original Message-----
From: Alexander Friedman [mai1to:alek3000@juno.com1 
Sent: Friday, October 29, 2004 10:22 AM 
To: martinr@metro.net 
Subject: Metro Orange Line support 

Hi, there. 
I am totally in support for Metro Orange Line! I am against the 
alternatives (i.e. Rapid Bus, etc.) that the selfish NIMBY's have 
suggested. The Orange Line project has already started, and should 
definitely be completed, and implemented, as planned. BRT will be 
more efficient than a Rapid line. I am looking forward to the project 
completion and to the ride in the new 60-foot articulated bus, flying 
through the new wonderful BRT Metro Orange Line. 

Once again, You have all my support!! 
Thank you for all your efforts. 
Yours truly, 
Alexander Friedman 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

5-1 

Response to Comment Letter 5 

Comment 5-1 
Alexander Friedman's support for the Orange Line 
project is acknowledged for the record. 
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- - - - - -\- - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 6 

Comment 6-1 
The commenter contends that the RB-3 Alternative 
only serves the southern portion of the Valley. Feeder 
service covering the northern half of the Valley is 
provided by the TSM, which is considered along with 
the RB-3 Alternative. The northern routes do not 
appear to be a good addition to the RB-3 Alternative. 
The RB Network provided routes in the northern 
portion of the Valley as well and the performance of 
those routes were analyzed. As explained on page 8-6-
9 of the Revised FEIR, the modeling of the northern 
routes of Devonshire and Roscoe would generate 
significantly fewer riders (i.e., Daily Transit Boardings 
in Table 7-6.5), than the southern east-west routes in 
the RB Network. If these northern routes were not 
connected with north-south lines, the ridership would 
be expected to be even less. Thus, although adding 
additional east-west routes in the northern portion of the 
Valley may generate slightly more ridership, the cost of 
operating those routes would not be justified. See the 
discussion of cost-effectiveness and operating 
efficiencies on pages 8-6-12 through 8-6-14 in the 
Revised FEIR. 

Inclusion of the Vanowen route in the RB-3 Alternative 
would not divide the community. The Vanowen route 
would have Rapid Buses running in the existing 
Vanowen Street and no substantial facilities would be 
constructed that could potentially create a barrier to 
residents on either side ofVanowen Street. Further, the 
Vanowen route would provide transit to a number of 
destinations. (See Response to Comment 4-2 for a 
more specific discussion on the transit connections 

along the Vanowen route.) 
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- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

The commenter is correct that the Ventura Blvd. Rapid 
Bus line was included as part of the transit network that 
was taken into account by MT A's modeling forecasts of 
the RB-3 Alternative's ridership and cost effectiveness. 

Comment6-2 
The commenter suggests that Oxnard, Burbank, and 
Chandler routes of the RB-5 Alternative would divide 
the community. As discussed in Response to Comment 
6-1, the RB Alternatives operate in existing streets and 
have no facilities that would not create barriers that 
would divide the community. See Response to 
Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on MT A's reasoning 
for selecting the specific routes of each RB Alternative. 

The commenter is correct that the Ventura Rapid Bus 
line was included as part of the transit network that was 
taken into account by MT A's modeling forecasts of the 
RB-5 Alternative's ridership. 

Comment6-3 
The commenter suggests adding a Sherman Way route 
to the RB Network Alternative. Sherman Way was not 
considered part of the RB Network Alternative because 
the premise behind it was to produce a logical 
geographic distribution of Rapid Bus routes to cover the 
entire Valley. Adding a Sherman Way Route would 
imbalance that distribution. The suggested addition of 
one additional east-west route to a nine-route 
assemblage already containing three east-west routes is 
a minor variation. Thus, the commenter's suggested 
variation is not considerably different from the RB 
Network Alternative analyzed in the Revised FEIR. 
Further, the Sherman Way route included in the RB-3 
Alternative did not cause it to generate new ridership 
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6-3 

6-4 

6-5 

6-6 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Transit Trips for the RB-3 Alternative is forecast to 
only produce I, I 00 new riders over the TSM. Even if 
the new riders forecast for the RB-3 Alternative were 
completely attributed to the RB-Network Alternative, 
the new daily transit riders would be only 2,400 for the 
RB Network; whereas the upper-bound for the Orange 
Line would still achieve nearly double that of the RB-3 
Alternative at 4,000 new daily transit riders. In 
addition, the Orange Line's lower bound is forecast to 
achieve 6,300. Moreover, the operating expense of 
adding the Sherman Way route to the RB Network 
would increase and would still be much higher on a per 
new rider basis than the single-route Orange Line. 
Thus, inclusion of a Shennan Way route in the RB
Network Alternative would not make it perfonn as well 
as the Orange Line. 

The commenter also suggests diverting the Roscoe 
route of the RB Network down Lankershim. This 
suggestion is again another slight variation to the RB 
Network Alternative already studied in the Revised 
FEIR. Thus, the commenter's suggested variation is 
not considerably different from the RB Network 
Alternative analyzed in the FEIR, See response to 
Comment 4-2 for a further discussion on MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the routes of the RB Network 
Alternative to study in this Revised FEIR. 

The commenter presents no facts to suggest that 
implementing his suggested variations would 
significantly increase ridership while making the 
modified alternative more cost effective. These 
suggested variations to the RB Network are not 
considerably different from the RB Network 
Alternative already studied in the Revised FEIR. 
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~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

By suggesting these variations, the commenter infers 
that MTA was required to fully analyze numerous slight 
variations of the RB Alternatives to determine the best 
or optimum configuration of a multiple-route public 
transit system. However, transportation planning 
agencies do not conduct numerous model run iterations 
for multiple-route public transit systems to determine 
the optimum mix of routes. See Response to Comment 
20-6 for a discussion on the reasons why finding the 
optimum mix of Rapid Bus routes is infeasible. Here, 
MTA studied a reasonable range of feasib le alternatives 
by completing this Revised FEIR. Indeed, MTA went 
beyond that requirement by studying three variations of 
the alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes. 

See Response to Comment 4-2, for a discussion on the 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the routes that included 
the Oxnard, Chandler, and Burbank routes in the RB-5 
Alternative. 

Comment6-4 
The commenter contends that the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LA DOT) proposed a 
network of Rapid Bus routes that eventually was 
adopted by COST. MT A is not aware of LADOT ever 
suggesting Rapid Bus routes other than the Ventura 
Blvd. Rapid Bus and the Wilshire Rapid Bus as 
demonstration lines. However, in the preparation of 
this Revised FEIR, LADOT has concurred with MTA's 
selection of Rapid Bus routes for the three RB 
Alternatives. The Ventura Blvd. Rapid Bus has been 
fully developed and is no longer a demonstration line, 
but a permanent addition to MT A's Rapid Bus system. 
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~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Comment 6-5 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 6-6 
COST's Network of Rapid Buses fonned the elemental 
base of the RB Network Alternative that was studied in 
the Revised FElR. The financial analysis contained on 
pages 8-6-4 through 8-6-14 demonstrate that although 
the RB Network would be cheaper to build, it would 
not however be as cost effective as the Orange Line. In 
Table 8-6.10 on page 8-6-13, the RB Network costs 
between $59 to $74 annually per new rider, whereas the 
Orange Line (Full BRT) only costs $18 to $27 a year 
per new rider. Additionally, the RB Network only 
attracts 1,300 new daily transit trips, whereas the 
Orange Line will attract up to 6,300 new daily transit 
trips. (Revised FEIR, Table 8-6.5, page 8-6-9.) 
Accordingly, the evaluation of the RB Network 
demonstrates that it does not perfonn better than the 
Orange Line. 
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7-2 

7-3 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 7 

Comment 7-1 
Myra Ferrante's support for the Orange Line project is 
acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 7-2 
The commenter's concern for the local environment is 
acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 7-3 
Please see Response 3-4. 
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San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
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I 7-3 

7-4 

7-5 

- -· - - - - - - -Responses to Comment~_ 

Comment 7-4 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 7-5 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment Letter 8 

11A SfY/NC PL!NNING fa,:21M21- 6358 Ho, 13 2004 I<: 28 

Ncrnmbcr 19, 2004 

To: RoSCl Martin 
MTA 

P.14 

Re: Draft of die Revised Final Eitvin:uoe,Jbl Jmpact iq,ort for the San Fernando Valley 
Eat-West Coaidor daled Oclobcr, 2004. 

Omdemai, 

I ha"' lived in a peacefw, q,,iet little neighborhood in Woodlol Hills m I was a 
1=>ger and all) DOW wdl ioro my f~ Whit I $CC is the advent of this awful lmv,11y 
twng a""')' my quality of life for ab9ol~ DO lWOIL It i,s an ill =ived, poorly 
planned aod pathetically obvious ploy lo masierplan something !hat JJO-()nt con=:t<d 
ha.I been Ilic least bit hol)('St about. It is shameful. 

If yo,, believe in IJz1lll, you will gel yoll!S. 

It ~IOIDCui.t I beard that local bu,es w~ laktn offVtn!Ura Boulevard to be ust.d 
for the Rapid Bus on that ~ M you piamlina (a wml that should probably not be 
use<! in c:onnoctioo with. this project) to do tbe <ame with die Rapid Bus Altcmllives 
~ in die Re\i...i FEIR? If so, bow many of the buses now opmtiilg loailly 
would switch o•a: to Rapid BU9CS? A.od, if 90!DC, or all ofthe·'"'9os on a local. route are 
used, how co,nc tb< JllJmbcr of buses would ~ i.nanscd on the Sl!<t\ as you CXlllleOd? 
Abo you..-, ebewbore !hit~ trips would be n:dooed with wore u,e of a Rapid 
Bus on uoute. Wouldn't that mean lbe traffic might go down, or atworsl, stay about the 
s,me? I don't~ tbis lo~ atall. Please explain. 

I ha,~ nightmares abool ~ all oflbe 11,my daDgerouS in1ersectioas lba.l you have 
now a.eted ml thml: ,;oos1111.tly llbout al.I of the people who ""' going to be maimed or 
killed. 

Please add!es.s all of !ht abo>'e q1lC3tiom l have asitd. 

. -~1 '\ 
'~~'\l.w,~ 
JIIJ'l)ll Weave: 
Woodland Hills. 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

8-1 

8-2 

I 8-3 

18-4 

- - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 8 

Comment 8-1 
The commenter's concern for the Orange Line project 
is acknowledged for the record. See response to 
Comment 4-2 for discussion on MT A's reasoning for 
selecting the RB Alternatives to study in the Revised 
FEIR. 

Comment 8-2 
As part of the analysis of these alternatives the local bus 
service was not reduced on corridors where Rapid 
Buses were added. The TSM Alternative expanded 
local bus service over existing conditions and the Rapid 
Bus alternatives were added on top of the TSM 
Alternative. 

Comment8-3 
The commenter is correct to note that the net change in 
traffic on some streets might be a decrease or stay about 
the same as a result of the decrease in auto trips 
offsetting any increase in bus trips. 

Comment 8-4 
This comment does not address a specific 
environmental impact of the project alternatives, but it 
is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment Letter 9 

~ 

IU SF'V/.lfC PU,NIWIG r~)t': 213-927-6J58 

Jolene Fisbu 
6301 Blu<be< Ave. 
V,n Nuy,. 0. 9!4JJ 

20 Novembu 2004 

Dear Mr. Rotct [.. Mi.rtio, 

lfo, 23 2004 H : 2~ P. 01 

I am.a rt.$ideot of Va.n Nuys, and wam t:t> voice cny eooccms &Dd q~tfon1tcgarding the 
new Fi11aJ Eovironmeota.l Impact Re!port (FEIR) for tbe Saa. femando V!lloy East• West 
Trusit Corridor. 

I would like to loow why io Table, 8-<13-4 aod 8-4.J·S. MT A OG!y <boo.. I""'°"' W>d<r 
16 ,.d Pffl')O> ovor64 a, chatecteristi<> for rhc Rapid Bu»top iofl...,.,. 11U1 of Rap;d 
Bus-3 alten,,tivc? Are <bey the dcmosrapbje, that ride the bu? Arc u, ... the...,. 
demogn<pbic:s tllat are going to bt riding o,, tbe oew Oraoge lioe bu, ,.,y? .Do., this 
mun th>I people l>etweeu 16 years of age aod 64 yws o( age do n<>t ridt the busu' 

Th.ulk-you. 
Joi,.• fisbet 

~~ 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- -· 

9-1 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 9 

Comment 9-1 
As stated on page 8-4.3-11 of the Revised EIR, "RB 
stop influence area is defined as the area encompassed 
by a 0.5-mile radius around a stop. It represents the 
largest probable pedestrian capture area for a RB 
stop". On page 8-4.3-12 of the Revised FEIR, it is 
noted that the numbers used to describe transit 
dependency as, "(a) the population unlikely to drive 
(those under 16 and over 64 years of age) and {b) the 
number of workers using public transportation. The 
tables list the percentage of people under 16 and those 
over 64 given that people in these age groups are less 
likely to drive their own vehicles and are thus more 
likely to be transit dependent." These are the 
demographics that are expected to utilize the Rapid Bus 
system most frequently; therefore, they are used to 
define the majority. However, they are not the only 
people who utilize the Rapid Bus system. 

Table 8-4.3-3 in the Revised FEIR lists commonly used 
transit indicators near bus stops. These transit 
indicators are industry standards used in transit 
modeling. 
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Comment Letter 10 

From: JRWJGS@aol.com [mailto:JRWJGS@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, November 21, 2004 6:44 PM 
To: martinr@MTA.NET 
Subject: Revised FEIR 

Mr. Roger L. Martin 
Project Manager 
SF Valley/No. County Area team 
MTA 
One Gateway Plaza 
LA, CA 90012 

Dear Roger: 

I was fortunate enough to have a neighbor share their copy of 
the revised EIR with me. I was not aware that the revised EIR 
had already been made available to the public. How was that 
fact that a revised EIR had been completed communicated 
to the public? And why wasn't it available at public 
libraries? 

I spent the better part of the weekend reviewing this document 
and have some questions. 

1. On page 8-1 -5 in Table 8-1-1, the figures used in the analysis 
of the Population along the SF Valley E-W Transit Corridor 
figures seem odd to me. The population along this corridor in 
1994 was estimated to be 204,000. Six years later it is 
estimated to have grown by less than 5% to 214,000. This 
would equate to 1,666 new residents per year. Your estimate for 
the population in 2020 is 268,000, or a 25% increase from 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

10-1 

10-2 

Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 10 

Comment 10-1 
See response to Comment 14-6 for a discussion on how 
MT A communicated the availability of the Revised 
FEIR to the public and how the Revised FEIR was 
delivered to the various libraries described in the notice 
of availability. In addit ion, please see Response 24-2. 

Comment 10-2 
The data in Table 8-1-1: Population and Employment is 
taken from the 1998 Regional Transportation Plan, 
Southern California Associations of Governments 
(SCAG), April 1998. SCAG is the regional planning 
agency that is responsible for long-term population 
growth forecasting for the San Fernando Valley. 
SCAG population projections were used in Table 8-1-1 
because they are the recognized authority in this 
planning area. All corridor studies in the San Fernando 
Valley study area comprise the area within one-half 
mi le on each side of the corridor. 
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2000. This would equate to 2,700 more residents per year I 10-2 
which is almost DOUBLE the annual growth of the last 6 years. 
WHERE would these additional residents be living? 
Between Sepulveda and White Oak, there is NO residential 
housing opportunities as the southside of the proposed busway 
runs along commercial property between Sepulveda and the 405 
and the Sepulveda Dam Recreation Area is adjacent to the 
proposed busway between the 405 and Balboa. The area south 
of the proposed busway between the recreation area and White 
Oak is also non-residential. My question is How did your study 
come up with a 25% increase in residents along the East-
West busway? Wouldn't it make more sense to put the buses 
along routes where people actually live now and will live in the 
future instead of placing them along parks and commercial 
property that do little if any retail business or provide few 
employment opportunities? 

My second question concerns PRS-39 on Air Quality. The FEIR j 10-3 
chart states that in order to mitigate any environmental impact to 
the residents adjacent to the Sepulveda Park and Ride that AQ-
C1 , C2, C3, C4, C5, C6, C7, C8, C9, C10 would need to be 
enforced. The neighborhood in question has gone on record 
with the MTA, AQMD and the EPA that none of these measures 
were consistently enforced by the contractor, SOJV, during the 
construction phase prior to the requirement of a new EIR. My 
question is what is the plan to enforce those measures 
now? What will be the cost to this project to hire full time 
inspectors to ensure that AQ-C1 through AQ-C10 are 
enforced 24 hours a day, seven days a week? That figure 
needs to be included in the cost. SOJV has consistently 
operated in bad faith with the community adjacent to the 
Sepulveda Parking structure and continues to break AQMD rules 
during this period between El Rs and no one is doing anything 
about fining them or bothering to enforce these measures. 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Comment 10-3 
The air quality mitigation measures listed in the FEIR 
have been made binding upon the construction 
contractor through its construction contract with the 
MTA. MTA monitors the construction contractor's 
adherence with these mitigation measures under MT A's 
mitigation measure monitoring plan. It is true that a 
number of times the contractor was found not to be 
employing these mitigation measures. To remedy this 
failure, MT A has stepped up monitoring of these 
mitigation measures and has received further assurances 
from the construction contractor that the mitigation 
measures in the FEIR would be fully implemented. 

The comment relates to existing construction impacts 
relating to the Orange Line Project. Implementation of 
the Rapid Bus alternatives would not cause the same 
level of construction impacts, because, as stated in the 
RFEIR, construction for the RB stops would be 
minimal. 
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-------------------
Lastly, on page RS-43, I question the travel lime savings of I 10-4 
439,000 hours that BRT will provide. How did the committee 
who created this report arrive at that figure? Does that 
include the increased traffic of 1400 cars per day traveling 
on Sepulveda to reach the parking structure on Sepulveda 
at Erwin? Was the impact of the new east-west crossings 
created by this new busway considered in calculating the 
increased traffic time impact on all the north-south vectors 
that will occur because of the added stops on those major 
streets? 

I believe that the questions raised above, require further study 
and investigation to assure that the figures used in the amended 
EIR accurately reflect the current needs of valley residents and 
are in line with the future transportation needs of this area. 

Sincerely, 

Jody Wittern Slater 
6331 Langdon Avenue 
Van Nuys, CA 91411 

~ San Fernando Valley 
~ East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 10-4 
The annual travel time savings of 439,000 hours for the 
BRT Alternative was derived by applying annualized 
factors to daily auto travel time savings and daily transit 
time savings as calculated according to a standard 
procedure set by FTA. This procedure computes 
"composite mobility" of all travel modes for all trip 
interchanges for an alternative and a baseline (such as 
No Build or TSM). The impacts of the cars traveling to 
the Sepulveda parking structure and at each of the at
grade crossings of the busway were quantified through 
intersection level of service analysis in Chapter 3, 
Transportation Setting, Impacts and Mitigation 
Measures, of the Final EIR. 
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Comment Letter 11 

N" SFVl!C PLAWi I HG f" : 21 J-912-6111 .fo-.. n zoo• 1c:n 

Mr. Roge, M1111in 
MTA 
One Gatev.~y Plaza 
Mail Stop: 99-29'9 
Los Angeleo, CA 90012 

DwMr.Martin; 

November 2), 2004 

~. 03 

Rcgardiog the Draft Revis,d Fioal E,,,-ironrnmtal lmpm Repon, Sao Fernando Valley East
West Tr>n>it Corridoc, October 2004, 1 am writing this Jette, as• protest not only of the 
decision lo choo,c <he BRT alternati,·e in die fim plact, but also to cl,lim 1hat th< latest 
COUJt-ordmd FUR is totally inadequote. 

I. Ridtnblp: The: BRT VY--as obviously ocve.r intended lO be a comprehemin:: m~s trans.ii 
solution for th< San Fernaooo Valley because: iL docs not r'8th xnany lmlSit-d<pendcnt 
riders; as a sina.lt route, it is oot "compreheoslve"; .and. the corridor is not justified by 
population density and/or demographic ridcnhip potaatiaJ. It is, lberdorc, WJlleCe.ss.aJ")' 
and too costly. \Vh.at is the. go!lJ of the MT A? To c::rc:atc ocw mass ttamit rick:rs or serve 
the ma.ss transit ridm v.'ho m 1t,ni;:,.t11:petX1em? lfit is both, then why isn't th, Rapid 
8U'5 ~•Of.le. tbe Ptd'crred Alternative, By lb: MTA's own U$e,s.inent in the Revised 
FE~ the R..lpjd Dus AlternatiY~ ~~t jn incroaxd transit mode~. jpqca..,cd 
tra.m.Lt ridership and dcGreucd dail)' ,•eh.idc lriP5" and "'lhe Rapid Bus e.llemativcs would 
improve tnasit suvic-c.s foe low• to modmite•iocome popw.atiom.,., The BRT to the 
comnry is cotegorized ill ,he FEJR (1/002) a, "Overall, study ~• residaiu ore \es, 
likely to be ttansit dependent 11w, re.lidtnts of the City of Los Angeles as a whole." 
Yo,J've bul 10 Jool at the Valley d=ographics 10 lcoow lhat is true. Only two quostioos 
determine the efficacy of a Dli55 transit system: (i} is. it meelw8 the needs of the transit 
dependent. .111-d (ii) is it's coovmi.enct and :.im~•s:a"in& capabilities going to create ne-,1,1 

riders. As for the BRT, the amwU"S lit no. ft is documcrited iliat people will not walk 
more than Yi mile to use. mass tr:m$il The. Raptd Bus alternatives weiuld be accc.,sibk 10 
more peopl• (e,p«iolly, thetsansiHl<pendcnl -wbat ,hould be <he MfA's first priority) 
and, th.re fore, more J?<OPI• would us, it The sk<w<d st•tistics of the ~sed fEIR an, 

• 51,,mblcs oo this issue. With these facts, pleas< explain bow the BRT could possibl)· 
elicit more new riders thao. a nine-route_, on~nreet altern.iti\·e? The Rapid Bu.s network 
will also take people lo cast/west and no~hlsouth locations - places where <hey Ii ve, 
workand play, notjcs, one end of the Valley or the other. Also, plmc e>plain Table 8· 
6.S "Ridmhip" If Victory Boulev,rd ,h<>ws 18,700 boa!diogs in the RB·Network 
AJt<mntire and the BRT sho,"' 18,700 boardings in the Upper-Bound Estim■te, why 
does the RB,Neiwork only gener.llc l0,J00 new daily ttansil trips over No Build when 
dJe BRT generates 13,000 new daily transit trips over No BlJild? 

2. Safet)': The BRT is unsafe as it crettteS new ;ntersect.ions where there ~ none now. 
Left and, more impOrUndy. rigbt turn~ v.ill be dangtrous for .motorists not expecting bus 
ttaffic. Two intersections wiJI ba-.,·e diagonal bus traffic surpri~ing driv.ers in many 
dire-ctions. The on•Slrt'et Rapld Bus netWork 'Will h.a.ve oone -of th,se problems. V.'by 
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Response to Comment Letter 11 

Comment 11-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 11-2 
MT A considers both the benefits of attracting new riders 
to transit, as well as improving service to existing transit 
riders. The ability to attract new riders is based on a 
number of factors including demographics, the relative 
attractiveness of the proposed service, and the extent to 
which the market is already being served. In the case of 
rapid bus on streets with existing local routes, the 
introduction of rapid bus will allow many existing transit 
riders to shift, improving their trave l times; yet the 
attraction of new riders may not be as significant as a 
route which is introduced where there is no current bus 
service. 

Table 8-6.5 in the Revised FEIR expresses ridership 
both in tenns of boardings (how many people get on 
and off the bus route(s)) and new daily transit trips 
(how many more end-to-end transit trips are made). A 
route may have greater boardings than another route yet 
generate fewer new end-to-end transit trips if riders are 
simply shifting from one bus route to another. 

A detailed discussion on how MT A's transportation 
model determines ridership is contained in the "Service 
and Travel Forecasting Methodology Report," prepared 
by Parson Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas in August 
2002. A copy of this report is available for review in 
the MTA library. Moreover, MTA does not question 
the model's results, because it has been shown to be 
sufficiently accurate through validation exercises. See 

also responses to Comment 20-33 and 20-255. 
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have safety probleros on lhe only pa,aUd project in Miarn.i•D&de County, Florida no1 
be~ disc~d at length? Crubcs wer<" often and 3even: enough to fen-cc the ~stem to 
rid ~lf of ,ignal priority (obviously, an imponant part tJf making tnnstt ''rapjd"). 
Signal priori()' il still QOC an option the.Jc to,d.iy. 

3. Co1tge,ttoa: With new interJectioo.s boeing cre~ed (not a problem with the Rapid Bus 
alternative), greater congestiori is a must J have ob~rvtd the alr~ady busy intersections 
at Burbank/Fulton aDd Woodi:nan/O:cwd during c:onSlrUction. If a mass of rlilpid b~s 
get going diagonally through those intersectio().) at peak hours, lhett will be t\letl more 
bock-up. Forth=re>S<>J>S, why docs !be MTA co0>""'1yref<1 to the BRT u "l,>ffic
fr<e"? lflhe BRT is <0nstruc1ed, all drivers in !be S.. Fcmando Vall,y,,,ill be 
negatively impacted St!<:ondly, isn.'t it trul!: that traffic will get mOfC congc~cd on tbt!. 
nonh•south .streets as well a., on the e&St•wcst streets (i.e, 'Ml is if the ~ mnption is 
correct that more congestion i:s inevitable). Thus, whb..c will h.appto to the BRT al" it gets 
Jess and le>s sigoal prio<ily from LADOT? A&, all, LADOT ha, to keep Ilic lnflic 
flowing on the oorth-south streets as \It/ell. Won't th&t signal priority go down on the 
J3RT, thus i:nU:ing tht bus operations on jt "len ~liable?" 

4. Cost. The BRT (a single bus liM) is more costl)' than a nctwori:: wh:ic.h rts.cbes more 
people. lb< •mtu:>& figw, of $330 m.ilJion. hos already bun excee<lcd .nd we will 
probably be: looking 3l something closer to the. $400 million mark ({hi$ does not include 
the i.niti~ pUJ"C.base price oft.he right-<1f-1Nay). A RaP1d Bus rlrn'-ork """Ould cost, at mos-t, 
1/4 that. By the: end of the project, with ElSrum:I cost ovcmms, bow many promised 
mitigations will be disptnsed with? The bike paths? Walkways? Landscaping? Some 
corumu.o,jty members think thC3e idca..s justify the: crime. dangtt and $330 milliOQ price 
tag alone. What are 1he "JegaJ limitations imposed upon the use of capiul fund.s I.bat Mve 
been identified for the construction of the Pn1;c-cl'' th3t prohibits the use of these funds 
fO'f ope:rati.Dg expenses on the Rapid Bus routes? 

S. Crime: At <kiwo times, 12:00 p.m. co 5:00 a.m.1 the BRT is available for dreg racing, 
and olher criro.iJJal u:tiv:ities as it is left open for public c.ons.umption. Abo, at some 
points along the route. sound w!ll:!1 will create a ·•crime alley'' between the waJJs and tlle 
adjac:cnt property lines. How many milC$ of sound wall graffiti will nc~d to ht! tended to 
OD a regular basis? \Vho 1,1.i)J be paU"OJling these areas at wh111t t-ost to the taxpayers:? A 
Rapid Sul network would not h1tve these r,tobicrns.. 

6. Tlmt Faccor: The MT A orisinaJly p<OrOised an under 30--commutc from Warner CetHer 
to Nonh Holl)"\'000. Th.at WM .nevct p0ssible and was upgraded to 40-niinute.,, I have 
rec.eotly driven tlu$ route during cnom.iog tu.Sh hourt going the speed limit (which oo one 
doc-s) and t..d:.ing We Vlctory to Lanktnhi:rn route. I made it in 26 m.u)ut~s. No bus 
iJ.tamtive unpc,roim faster with 14 mandatory ~•ops. The be~-ca.~ scenario ·would be 
th.at the oo-S1l"Cd: R.Apid Bus ncrwork could come close if it had signal priority. For safety 
reasoru, the BRT "°ill nOt have $3gnal priority, rendering it impotent. Cocn.mut~, wrn not 
take a bu3 unless it is faster Md. e:asicr than chiving themselves. Because of tbe single• 
corri<!or con«pt lU'ld a lack of parking aJong the route, many commuters "iJl J:m:vc to find 
,omt way to even get to the BRT. \Vbtrt arc the statistic.s on how ma.oy com.r.nU"ten (or 
transit•dq,cncknl: for that ruartcr) ,,.,;u take what otoo form oftrao,portatioo co get to lhe
BRT and bow mu-ch time that will add to meir commute? The BRT .... ;u not~ fasser and 
unl~ you li,•e: right oex-1 to a stop and you are going one ffld or 1~ ocher (Warner Center 
or N. HoUy-wood), not ~icr. The time factor ba.s always been an MTA publicity device, 
both in the original ElR and the newly ''Revised FElR'". l waot to discuss one o-fthc 
m~t importaut parts oft.he Coun of Appeal dedsiont origin-to-«3Ullation traYel tnne. I 

2, 
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Comment 11-3 
The commenter's concerns for traffic safety are 
acknowledged for the record. Tums across the BRT 
will be controlled by tum signals to provide a clear 
right of way indication to turning drivers. At many 
intersections on the Rapid Bus networks, turns at 
intersections through which buses travel will be 
permissive (not controlled by a tum signal) and drivers 
will have to detennine when they feel it is safe to turn. 
Comments related to the Miami-Dade County, Florida 
busway have previously been addressed in the 2002 
FEIR (See Response to Comment C9-66), but are 
acknowledged here for the record. 

The design of the BRT project has taken these concerns 
into consideration by providing positive controls, 
including dedicated tum lanes and turn signals as part 
of the project design. All left turns across the BRT will 
be protected, meaning they will be controlled by green 
left turn arrows (which include green, yellow and red 
cycles) to provide a clear right of way indication to 
turning drivers. MT A and its consultants, working 
closely with LADOT, have taken every precaution to 
design the Orange Line in as safe a manner as members 
of the traffic engineering and civil engineering 
professions know how to do. 

The "South Miami-Dade Busway Safety Study" 
prepared by DMJM Harris and F.R. Aleman dated 
August 13, 200 I ("Miami Study") noted that the vast 
majority of accidents on the Miami busway occurred at 
"isolated" intersections, where the average accident rate 
was seven times higher. (Miami Study, p. 23.) A copy 
of the Miami Study is available for review upon 
request. A principal problem with the " isolated" 

intersections was that they were admittedly 
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"inconspicuous in nature" and motorists may 
"unintentionally disregard the traffic control devices." 
(Id. at p. 24.) The probable casual factors included the 
"inconspicuous" nature of the isolated intersections and 
the poor visibility of the traffic controls. (ldJ 

Accordingly, the principal measures recommended to 
improve the visibility of the isolated intersections on 
the Miami busway were to: (1) install post mounted 
signals (Miami used signals strung across the street) 
(Id. at p. 41 ); (2) install backplates on the signal heads 
(a standard requirement for LADOT, but not standard 
in Florida because of high winds) (Id. at pp. 34-35); 
and (3) install raised curbs on the corners of the 
intersections to "improve the conspicuity of the isolated 
intersections." (Id. at p. 44.) 

Post mounted signals and backplates for traffic signals 
are standard LADOT requirements, and will be 
installed as part of the Project. (Draft EIR, pp. 3-27, 3-
42, 4-264 to 4-266, 4-269; Final EIR, pp. 2-41 to 2-45, 
3-44 to 3-45, 4-282 to 4-285, 7-1 42 (LADOT Standards 
to be followed).) Moreover, all BRT intersections will 
be improved with curbs, gutters, sidewalks, and painted 
stop bars. (Draft EIR, pp. 3-29 to 3-35; Final EIR, Vol. 
Ill, Preliminary Engineering Plan and Profile Drawings, 
Sheets I to 17 (intersection improvements depicted); 
Draft EIR, p. 2-36; Final EIR, p. 2-41 (stop bars).) 

Further, additional safety measures have been 
incorporated into the BRT, which are not present at the 
isolated intersections on the Miami busway. These 
include street painting to designate the busway, active 
"No Right Tum" signs, and signals to warn cross
traffic. (FEIR, p. 7-157 .) 
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The Final EIR compared the BRT intersections to the 
better performing coordinated intersections in the 
Miami study, and roughly converted the accident 
statistic for these intersections, of 0.061 accidents per 
million vehicles to one in 20 million. (Miami Study, p. 
23; FEIR, p. 7-156.) 

Because the BRT intersections have been designed to 
make them prominent, rather than inconspicuous, the 
BRT intersections were properly compared to the better 
performing, "coordinated" intersections in the Miami 
Study. (FELR, p. 7-156.) 

The Miami Study states, as one of the probable causal 
factors, "The isolated busway intersections are 
inconspicuous in nature and this could be a contributing 
cause as motorists may unintentionally disregard traffic 
control devices installed at the intersections." (Miami 
Study, p. iii, and p. 24.) Thus, it can reasonably be 
inferred that the BRT's visible traffic signals and well
designed and conspicuous intersections are better 
compared to the coordinated intersections in the Miami 
Study. 

In addition, none of the BRT intersections are planned 
to be signaled "independently" as was the case with the 
isolated intersections on the Miami busway. (Compare 
Miami Study, p. i ("Isolated Busway Intersections") to 
FEIR, pp. 2-41, 2-45.) 

Additionally, the BRT's intersections are not more 
complex than the Miami busway's. Nearly every 
intersection of the Miami busway is at an oblique angle 
to the cross streets. (Miami Study, p. 2.) Yet, most of 
the BRT's intersections will be at a 90-degree angle, 
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much like standard street intersections. (Draft EIR, 
Vol. 2, Sheets 25 to 54.) 

Accordingly, the Orange Line (BRT) intersections will 
be as safe as nonnal city-street intersections. 

Contrary to the commenter's assertion, Miami Dade 
reports that it will initiate signal single priority on the 
Miami-Dade busway in mid 2005. (Telephone 
interview with Miami-Dade's Project Manager, Isabel 
Pedron, on December 2, 2004.) 

Comment 11-4 

The BRT is referred to as "traffic-free" only in the 
sense that the buses on the BRT will be traveling in 
dedicated bus lanes, rather than in mixed flow with 
other vehicles as do buses on city streets. The FEIR 
quantifies the effects of increased traffic on the north
south and east-west streets and at intersections adjacent 
to the busway in Chapter 3, Transportation Setting, 
Impacts and Mitigation. The potential reduction in 
transit signal priority was addressed in the 2002 FEIR 
by assessing the BRT with an upper limit 40.0 minute 
travel time, assuming a low level of priority. 

Comment 11-5 
No mitigations or betterments identified in the Final 
EIR will be eliminated from the BRT Project Funding 
for the project consists of Proposition 25%, 
Transportation Congestion Relief Program (TCRP), and 
State Regional Improvement Program (RIP) funds. 
Each of these funding sources are only eligible for 
certain expenditures. Please refer to Ordinance 49 -
Prop C as Amended by the Reform and Accountability 
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bove read the entire Revised FE.JR and found o,tly on< di,cussion oflhis subject, i.e., on 
page 8~-1 I, Sectioo c. Tom) Time S;mn,,,. Apia, whett i1 the supporting do\& to b< 
found for your conclusions? And, ~y d,jd you. compare the RApid Bus AUernati ves to 
the Full fJRT lower-Bound E.:stiinatt? The Lov,a-•B-Ound BRT a5$W'Qes: tn,•el time of 
28.8 min\J.tes. You k.i1ow that this travel time has ntver been, and will never be, ll 
p0ssibility. It is pbys.ically impossible for the Busway to ever a~hieve that ttavt-1 time 
~ lfLADOT decides to give the Bu.sway full signal priority a1 every im~ion for 
e"CI')' bus. lo addition, given the fact thal th.i~ wu a most imporw:Jt point for lhe Court of 
App:al, wh"Y is discussion of this issue is gjve-o only IWf a page in this vc-ry long 
document? 

!his court-mandated 11Revised FEJR'1 is not accurate oor was it done with diliga,ce, The Mr A 
wa, COOlllUtted to choo,iaa the BRT at the cut,ct, c,ealed the fint EIR to fit their de,irt, and 
then voted fur its awroval. The MTA ,aid it wa, coaunincd to following tbr""!Jh with the BR T 
when a J;awsuit was ftr:st filed. The MTA s~d it ·wzs committed to the DRT when it was. told to 
study anotllcr aJtcm.ttivt and tQ halt cons1111Ction. Tiie MT A has be-tn committed to build.mg the 
BRT ,ven thOllgb it ha, oo certified EIR. Tho MT A does oot "'" tbat the details of th.is project 
do not suppon ""'hal: ~hould bt their mand.2te - a compri:h.cnsivc, ~t-effective mass transit 
solution for all the people of the San f ernai,do Valley. 

s;~Lr;~Jff; 
Richard Hilton 
Valley Gl"1l, California 
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Act of 1998. TCRP usage is specifies by State 
legislature and RIP funds, which can only be for capital 
use is allocated by the California Transportation 
Commission (CTC). 

Comment 11-6 

The Los Angeles Police Department is responsible for 
monitoring criminal activity and apprehending 
criminals along the BRT Corridor as well as throughout 
all City of Los Angeles portions of the San Fernando 
Valley. The MTA is installing security fencing at all 
locations along the BRT Corridor to ensure access to 
the areas between the soundwalls and property lines is 
protected. The soundwalls will be coated with a graffiti 
proof surface. In addition, vines will be planted on both 
sides of the soundwalls, which will also act as graffiti 
deterrent. 

Comment 11-7 
Information regarding the number of BRT commuters 
that either use their automobile versus transit/walk/ 
other was provided in the final EIR (February 2002) in 
Table 3-10. For purposes of environmental analysis 
this information was reported to understand potential 
traffic impacts related to users driving their automobiles 
to stations. 

ln terms of end-to-end travel times, the transportation 
demand model does account for the time taken on each 
leg of a trip (whether another bus route, automobile 
access, or walk/bike/other) in the traveler's decision
making process. However, there is no readily available 
procedure to summarize the average time spent on other 
modes for BRT users. The transportation demand 
model is not set up to output this infonnation 
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automatically; a specialized program would have to be 
developed. Even if such an exercise were embarked on 
for routes using the busway, it would not have value 
unless compared to equivalent information for other 
alternatives. While such an exercise would provide 
information of interest, it would not be needed in 
identifying and addressing environmental impacts, 
which is the focus of an environmental document. 

For the full BRT (upper bound estimate), annual 
savings compared to No Build are estimated at 291,000 
hours. Annual savings compared to TSM are estimated 
at 10,000 hours. In tenns of travel time savings, see 
response to comment 10-4. 

Comment 11-8 

The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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N.,_,..,., 21, 2004 

ToMfA 
Attn: Rop Martin 

Re! Busway bchi!ld my house 

I aimc IO U.S. from ltune,,ry 40 ycan ogo IO Fl oway from J)ffl<CUbol1 aod horrible 
coodllioas. I lo¥e tht USA ad ha"" had a ll'>O<i life bers, toitod my daildren he,e, lost 
my buoi>D!, here, a diori,,b the ..Cely ad fieodomo lllol --,y AmmCllllll laU for 
p""'1.lmowdi1fa<nt. 

I am mu:h ooncemal..,.. this~ going behind my bouoe. I 1111-io my 70's, 
DOC in great boolth and om lU7 ~..,. -..bit is IO oomo of thi.. 

Your~ docs DO( ... •Y proWem wi.111 ~ ooariiy Ji>r tbe Rapid Bu, 

AlterJlllivcs. ll'lll "'11at aboul tbo """""Y? 11,o ~ I fulmcl ,_"An ad,/one 
signi.6""'11 hni-t under CEQA to a ~•s ,ccwi\yoowdoo:ar if die pllysi¢aJ 
proxirmty of tht ol.i(IIIIDCIIII, or nail !lopl, 10 a rcsidoolial noip,bod,ood would provide 
~ a,bmc,od-"' oho DOipbod,ood by JJOOl'le""""" oti;ocoi•• is to 
<OP8" lnailmo api,wtl>C""»orl""'J'CftY, ID<! mo iftbcn: is 0pl)OIUlllity to exorcioe 
1h11 objtdive." Wbll me )W p~ to do &boot lbo,c "crime .ileya" dlll ywr dmip 
b&.1 Clt!lled? Toeoe arc tho--..~ 1be ~ ""1b and my prop,ny. Do you 
bcncs1ly think thll pulling "I'. bieb rm.c (wbert <rimiDals - be oboerwd by 
l!l)'(lll< blcaJoe nils block ii fian view, pulll,,ji In IIOIDO gr,-!""" aod I few tn:c, 

(wbicb thcy=ildjllollobly climb to get Wt> yow propaty) IO maka,g it 11:1<n dan,.,,... 
And --1bop.lblio$1f<ty latc.iais)it ..t,,,,ianage cna-uoc it fortl,c;r 
fun and pmco. WhM - :,oo pbmoi,,g 1o do IO~ tbn oriminol things? 

I do not WIDI ta ,pcod tho f~ ,,_. ! havo left in fear for my life boalwc of this-

{ir~~-
W<><><lbol Hilla 
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Response to Comment Letter 12 

Comment 12-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 12-2 
Please refer to Response 11-6 for infomiation on safety 
and crime. 
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Re: Dn>!I R<Vi:l<d Final Environmcnod Impact Report 
Volume 4- Chapter 8 -Sao Fernando Valley East-West Tran.sit Corridor 
October 2004 
Attn: Rogtt L. Martin - Project Manager, Sao Fem11ndo Valley/North County Alu 

Team, MTA. 

~ 21, 2004 

Re: RNNd~~~ba.'lht~V~ew.-aiy 

Oee,Sin: 

lnll1"(ol.__tqJr~~----~ lrwnailAl.dmt)',-. Vof'lthouQh kl 1.,,..-dto .,.._.,. ___ .,thoCollbta_..._eo»,no_ ... __ 
-..Y lor acc:ldenCa,, ~. Of ()Nlh f'lal _. OOiM •a,..._ ofh ~ ba1f conauc:11<1, Tle. QI! 
OQll,lf'9li, 'flllOUdmea\ UCINiWe «id~~ peidOtAlO'Ni ~arMI~ b _,_.,..,.-..,.,. ___ ., ... r...,.........,.~..,.-
w any oth« .,.,_. ll"l¥OMld in lhl ~• ~ lf'ICI oc,tt.-itJn. 

M ~ lr.nelw, ~ o,._.. Mfl'mJfle tom~---, tol' 11.- defeda ot~'MXU prajlda. tf not. 
,...,...,,.,9Qe9hlitft.tb1:QP11Mpe,\ofptlblc,~ ...... 1or.,,Ynb'Mont11~ed 
,..,.,,_CQ,ld bl~. hit~ lf'IYJll'cflQll,fll:lrOII. ganenlgNOt,ang ~-... ~. 
w:ldef~~~•la(;llal~~ .. ~-r,ob91fi,~ ... -.... .,.--.. --.. --. 
11lill ..... ~~IMNpr.-..,tca.ofhSWt l'_,,...,.V..,e--r and Ill 
~. --~n.nei.~- lnahon, llll4bf1'10 ..... il .. enur.-,..merll:,tho T ____ _,Nfoly_,.......,.,._,..-.._...,_lo 
--....~ .... lffl<YCllCIOlml.OI __ ......,. _ _ ~.~"11 __ .,coo,1._,.. __ ,, __ lnolJtlne ... -" ... -
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Response to Comment Letter 13 

Comment 13-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 13-2 
The commenter's concerns for traffic safety are 
acknowledged for the record. The design of the BRT 
project has taken these concerns into consideration by 
providing positive controls (turn signals and dedicated 
turn lanes) as part of the project design. Please see 
response to comment 11-3. In addition, accidents that 
may occur at busway intersections during construction 
would not reflect the traffic safety of the intersections 
once the busway is operational. During construction, 
busway intersections would operate under temporary 
worksite traffic control plans approved by the City of 
Los Angeles Department of Transportation. However, 
these temporary circumstances would not reflect those 
of the final signal, striping, signage and other 
configuration of the bus way. 

Comment 13-3 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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•u Sr'ONC :?lJ.t~N!N,lj F;x;?12· 9i2-&)S8 No~ 23 2□0, 12: 00 

John A. Henning, Jr. 
ATTORNEY .A.T LAW 

November .22, 2004 

YJA MESSJiNGEll, 

MJ. Rog<fl. Manin 
Project Mm,ag.et, San fcroaodo '\'alh:y/r,,;ortb County Arca Team 
Metrof,<>Utan T"6<p<ln,tioo 1'\llhority 
Ooc Gat~'ly P!v:a. 
Mail Stop: 99-12·9 
\.o$ Angele,, CA 90012-2952 

F. it'! 

Re: ~ts on P,qft Rtvited fingl EnvirpmnencaJ fmpacl Jtq,qrt I Sqrt f.r..~ 
VqlJey£ast•WcsrTrw.yj!~ 

Oear Mr. Mutiri· 

A>"°"""'I !Of Ci<i= o,pniz,<! fo, Snwt Tmruit ("COST'),! submit th< following 
eomm~ta oo. the Draft .R.r.1o>btd Final ~lronm1rtt<Jl hnJJ('ct Rt.port/ San F,mando ValJ.ty £.a,t. 

Jl'esr r,.,,,11 CM-idcr ("DRFEIR') 

I. ltmn;opcr 30-Day f'uhlic Commmt Period- COST objects 10 tllc Jo-day public 
COfll,l!ll:lllt period for the DRfEIR.. A proj«t foe· which • ~ 84lCOC)' is a 
... re,p:mible .. agcocy (i.e~ r-cndcrins u ~ubtequent dis.cretknwy decisioa), requitc-s 
otlbmiual to the Sa<t Cl~ NJd • 45-<by public review period. (Pub Re,. 
Code ,ee. 2109l(a); CEQA Guiddines 1«. 15105(0), 15205(d).) u,.., u,e DltJ:1JR 
itselfb.u idcotified at ltast l"-'O :,WC agencies n Calb"am aod the il:gion1I Ws.t~ 
Quality Cootrol Board - W:t will makt di!oCfdioomy dee\$jona: Jd;ating to the-proj«t. 
(DRFEIR at p. RS-50.) (Sec CA!ifomi• P=>it Handbook, S.Cra,nont0 Office of 
Permit AssiSl!l!\()C (19%) (defining stale resporuible agQJ<ies).) This 45-day penod 
may only be r<du.c«l b)· lbe St>t, CJ~u,e under "cxoeptional circ:t.ullsW>=," 

which must be set forth in e wrinmrcquest from~ decii.loomaking body, i.t ., the 
MT A Board. along wltb 10 copies of the draft EJR. Here, the only support for the 30. 
day eoromcnt period $ct out in the DlU"E.IR is an "'Office of Plmoiug and Resc.accb. 
email dldotl Se?terober 2 J, 2004." (DRFE.IR, p.1-l, fn, 2 .) There is oo e,;idmce th.r 
this c,n&il ,:Det MY of tbti foregoiDg requ:if(Vlcots, and, iD particular, i, appears hii,lily 
doubtful t.1..-t copiC$ of the DRFElR couJd have bceo Uldtldcd ..with the ttque,t,, given 
tb,at QPR'! email ';\,"U dated a foU moo th befote the pubhca.tion of t}\e ORFEIR. 

! 2.S ~odh Swecl'ter Aveni..>e Los AngP.les, CA 90048 Phone 323 655--61 71 Fax m Q.$S-61r:R 
- - Jh!nningOphnr,inal~wgroup.corn 
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Response to Comment Letter 14 

Comment 14-1 
The commenter contends that MT A utilized an 
improper public comment period of 30 days. As the 
Revised FEIR explained on page 1-3, MTA received the 
Office of Planning and Research State Clearinghouse 
and Planning Unit's (State Clearinghouse) approval ofa 
30-day comment period. The approval was by the State 
Clearinghouse was given in response to a request by an 
MT A staff member for a 30-day comment period. The 
State Clearinghouse approved MT A's request by e-mail 
dated September 23, 2004. On October 22, 2004, MTA 
sent the Notice of Availability and 16 copies of the 
Revised FEIR to the State Clearinghouse. By letter 
dated October 27, 2004, the State Clearing house 
confinned its approval of the 30-day comment period 
and noted that MT A's request was consistent with the 
State Clearinghouse' s written guidelines and Public 
Resources Code Section 21091. A citation to this letter 
from the State Clearinghouse has been added to the 
Revised FEIR at page I-3 . Accordingly, MT A 
appropriately specified a 30-day comment period for 
the Revised FEIR. 
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Mr. Martin 
No•embcf 22, 2004 
Poge 2 

2. l.Jnfaimess ofA.btn\iat.ed Corl.l.Q.l!nt Period IQ COST tnd the l>ubhc- ln addition 10 
1he fact that dlls abbrCVJR.led comm:c:o:t pt"riod viol.Me:,; the letter ofCEQA. it i$ also 
wtfair to COST and othq manbcrs of the P"hlic in lighl of the sheer scope and 
:sign:ificanoc oftlw project, and lhe i.oten,e public inktest in this project .u illmtntcd 
by the hundred, of COmm<:1ll> r=ived on thc origiool E!R. Jn puticulat, the bn:vity 
of~ comment period b.ts effectively r~Io!ted COST from adoquatdy COtt\me(]tio,g 

on the DRF~IR in time for the de.dime. A mere bet or COST, Tuomn Rubin, who is 
commenting sq,on,u:ly, ha, b,d ,erio,u dillirolty obuiniog the dlla uod<rlying 
various analyses in lhe report. noovithst!ndiD,g cepemd requc::m to 1ITA officitl5 
be@imw,g as cat!y., Oc<obcT 28, 2004. Mr. Rubin hM ideotificd tbcsc requests and 
the v;trious rcspome-s of MT A officiah ia his :lt!parate comment letter of today's diue. 

3. Reancn fur 15·DAY Extcmioo. ofC~ for tbc reaons na~ above, 
COST~ an ~let\$t9n of the public ooomnartperiod for at as( lS days, or 
until Dec«nbq 7, 20Q,t (See CEQA Guideline,""· 15201.) Io the cven1 tbc 
comment pctlod is noc extended,~ «iq'Jlt'5t durt MT A1 at minimwn, agree ill writing 
tQ t<:cept aod re:spood to add;tional ~nl3 from M,. Rubin, 1h.i., office, 6lld other 
rq>rc><ntative, of COST tbal may be filed liuflUglt D=c,be,- 7, 2004. (In ruoling 
\his ~ uest for an ex-tension, COST does not ~n its objcctioni below concerning 
:t,.{T A's failwe to make the EIR aY&ilable to the pubik oo the COll'UDCDCement of the 
comment period, anJ 10 puvi&: proper r.otia: to membcn oftbe public t1.1lo had 
pr-e.,..tQU51y commented. - fail~ which \Ve deen) to J"tnd.tr the public .review process 
inad<qwu Ulld<r CEQA.) 

4. E~~ of R,tjr£Ulatio~ MTA app>m>dy mean, 
for lht Draft R<1ioed fEIR to <O<lltib.lt,. "rttirrullle<!" EIR pumwt1 to Pul>. Re,. 
Code!«:. 210!)2.I SDd CEQA G\iidcline, s,c, 15088.S. Forn amplo, m oh, oori<, of 
recitculatioo, MT A stated lha1 "Pum,am to Ouid,,line. Section 15088. S(l)(2), Mt<,o 
tub th/If reviewer:, limit their oonunct:lb to the Reviud FEIR.'" This provision of tbc 
Guideline-s is designed forrecirt:Wattd EJR:i. only. Its use here by MTA is flW:lllenly
inlO!><i«I to foreclose colllDlC<lt on tbe original final ElR fo, the bu,way proj<e~ 
some<biog to 'Mlicb COST object. c l,ewhero herei,i. Y 01 Mr A, while contending !his 
;, a "=ircu!a!M" EIR,!w failed to comply ,virJ, the req""""""" in Ouid,,lin<• ,ec. 
ll08U(f)(3) that "A, part of providing ooticc ofra:ir<ulauon . . , th• lead agency 
shall send a notice of tttirt11tatlorJ. to e-vcry ageDCyt pcrsoo or orpoi.tation that 
coJJ]J)leDted OD the. prior filR." To our knowiedge,nooc oflhe individuaJ.5 or 
org,mizations submitting wmro<nls oo the original ElR including, but no, limited I<>, 
COST &w.l nri(lU.fl of itl tnembers, ,:ver tteeived. MY .notice o{ rtcircu.Jarioo. (lf we 
arc: mistaken. ple:se provide ovidcncc of dill! prior commentors to whool the notice 
IMI.S cin:u.latcd.) Tb.ii ~lure, io coojunction \o\ith the uuusua.!ly brief comment period 
,nd """"""'1 natucc oftbe document 1w dramatically lwnpo<e<t tbc irublk', ability 
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Comment 14-2 
The commenter contends that the abbreviated comment 
period is unfair to COST and the public. The original 
FEIR, which considered the Bus Rapid Transit, No 
Project, TSM, Lankershim/Oxnard Alignment (plus this 
as a weekend only alternative), and the MOS, was 
circulated for public comment a total of 69 days. (See 
Vol. 2, page 7-12 of the. FEIR.) The Revised FElR 
considered the three RB Alternatives and compared 
them with the BRT with the TSM. The Revised FEIR 
did not alter any of the analyses of the BRT, No 
Project, TSM, the Lankershim Oxnard Alignment 
(including the weekend only alternative) or the MOS 
contained in the FEIR. Moreover, as discussed in 
response to comment number 14-1, the State 
Clearinghouse found that the Revised FEIR warranted a 
30-day review period, 

The commenter contends that Mr. Rubin has had 
difficulty obtaining data in a separate formal Public 
Records Act request ("Request"). Although the 
Request is a separate proceeding, MT A notes that it 
processed the request within the timeframes set out in 
the Act and provided Mr. Rubin with responsive 
records. Mr. Rubin's Request had to be properly 
processed in order for MT A to locate and provide 
responsive records, The request sought a substantial 
amount of information. In fact, some of the records Mr. 
Rubin requested called for information that was not 
already prepared and had to be generated in order to 
respond. When Mr. Rubin was advised of this, he 
requested that such information be generated, and MT A 
agreed to do so in the spirit of disclosure. 

It a lso appears that a substantial amount of the 

information sought in the Request related solely to 
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Mr. Rubin's comments on matters outside the scope of 
the Revised FEIR. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section l 5088.5(f)(2), MTA specifically explained in 
the Revised FEIR that the comments were to be limited 
to analyses in the Revised FEIR. (Revised FElR, p. 1-
2.) Therefore, Mr. Rubin's request for information that 
did not pertain to this proceeding likely delayed the 
ability of the MT A to provide requested information 
that was potentially relevant to this proceeding even 
more quickly than it did. MT A provides this response 
to this comment without waiver of the assertion that a 
response to a Public Records Act request is a separate 
proceeding and, therefore, the timeliness of a response 
to such request is not a proper subject for comment 
underCEQA. 

Thus, Mr. Rubin, COST, and the public were not 
prejudiced by the duration of the public review period. 

Comment 14-3 
The commenter requests a 15-day extension to the 
comment period. MT A respectfully declines to extend 
the comment period on the Revised FEIR. As noted 
above in Response Nos. 14-1 and 14-2, the State 
Clearinghouse approved of the 30-day comment period 
on the Revised FEIR and there appears to have been no 
prejudice to commenters as a result. 

Comment 14-4 
The commenter contends that MT A did not provide 
notice of circulation of the Revised FEIR to 
commenters on the prior FEIR. In support the 
commenter references CEQA Guidelines Section 
l 5088.5(f)(3), which provides that "As part of 
providing notice of recirculation ... the lead agency 

shall send a notice of recirculation to every agency, 
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to commcru: <:m this pcojcct... 

s. failws to CwpuJl With, and RttJWl$1 Comments From Affected A&!iJ2&W', A!t • 
"tecir<:ulatcd" EIR. lhe DRFEIR require, "e<>nsultation p«ml8ll( 10 [CEQA 
OuideU...J Sec1ion 15086." (CEQA Guid,tit,e,, seo. I 5088.S.) This eonsulwion is 
to include R.espoa.sibl~ Agencies., botdering citic:$ and counti~, aod, givm the 
areawide sii[Uficii.ncc of this proj~t. ~ tnn:tp(1'tlmon plmni.og ~is.sand public 
agencies wbicb. hnt ttanSportltion facilities ¼'\thin their juri5dic.t.ioo, "''Neb could be 
affected b)' the proj«t, includiu,g artcrlo.1$, frccweys.,. h.i.gh~'l.y! and rail transit servici:=. 
There i 'S oo evidence d\31 consultati,m h.u ~en performed according to this 
Guideline. 

6. failure JO Circutate i t Comm~od. A«ording to 
MT A•, DOticc: of ~jreulation, the public. comment period began October 22, 2004, 
and is to cooclude. Noll'ember 22, 2004. Hown·ec, a.s of October 22, 2004, MTA bad 
aot complied with lhe requirements for cirtulation. For example, ·the document was 
not available on that date in aay of the public libratic, .iti wilich the nQtia: indicated it 
._..-ould be i!IVa.i.labl.e. lodoed, MT A1s own records will !ibow tbal although lhe DRFEIR 
Wa5 ~ntly givco to ~ oewspapr-.r IqXlnetS It • press confQ"Cocc ou October 
22. it wa, oot ~tlwly made ae:nmlly a,,.-ailable to the pub& - or even fO COST -
Ulltil scvttal days 1-t~ , I.Gd well int.o the cQtD.OlC:IJC period it was not aV.U.falM io 
=-=I of the titnan-. wllen: MTA ol&m<d i1 w,x,ld bo. 

7, f-1lutc; 1Q CirculMC Entire fjR The ORJ"£m. 001l$J.5-('$ ,oli:ly of. ne:w 0haptcr 8 1 

dhcuuing lhme new project al1cmat£,.·e,., acd ltD. introductioo aod Revised Executive 
Sururo:u:y. As a 1hreshold matkf, it is impo~ible for mernbe:rt of the public to 
cond.uet lltJY mc:IIIWlgful r~,-icw of the DP.FfilR without Cl'O$S-ref~encUJg to tbe 
original ITJR M weil. Yet, the origin.al FE.JR "--a.snot made available totbe publi:c in 
any oflhc public loc:atiOJlS jc.k,rtijiod in me rxxic:e or rec:irc.ola.tion. AccordingJ.y "'"Cl 

request that the rYiO documents be recirculated in conjunction with each other. 

8. Improper 1 im~tatiOR of 'P'ublic Comments to "'New" Sections of EJR. Ii.ff A ba5 
required commentors to tt!rain ftom commentiog uo portion., of the project E1R that 
w,rc not revised in the DRFEIR. (DRFEIR, p.1-2.) This is improper because of lhe 
change in d.rcunutances, infonnation aod dota thst may have occurrtd in the 
U'ltff\•cci,og four }'e3IS ~ince the Notice of Prq,&ndion was iuued ror the original 
FUR. 

9. Failure to Comp.vs ~cw AJtcrnatjv~ 59 the Proiect. Chaptrlr S o{lhe D"Ellt i!i I 
limited sol£l1 io the new project aJtem:atives, and "'UUlains \'ittually no u!Ut'alive 
discussion l-Omparing tbe new !1.ltematiVt..i to the BRT or w the "'no projco" aod TSM 
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person or organization that commented on the prior 
EIR." However, this provision is not applicable to the 
Revised FEIR. This subsection was only recently 
adopted on September 7, 2004. Pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15007( d)(2), agencies are required 
to comply with a Guideline amendment when the 
agency adopts procedures that conform to the 
amendment or 120 days after the effective date of the 
amendment, whichever occurs first. Since MT A has 
not created any procedures that conform to the 
amendment, the 120-day rule applies. Thus, Section 
l 5088.5(f)(3) is not applicable to MT A until December 
3, 2004. Because amendments to the CEQA Guidelines 
are prospective only, MT A would not have to provide 
notice pursuant to Section I 5088.5(f)(3) for the Revised 
FEIR after December 3, 2004. Therefore, MTA was 
not required to provide notice of circulation of the 
Revised FEIR to commenters on the prior FEIR. 

Comment 14-5 
The commenter contends that MT A did not consult 
with or request comments from "affected agencies" in 
preparing the Revised FEIR. However, MT A consulted 
with Susan Bok, Sean Skehan and possibly others from 
the City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation 
("LADOT") a number of times during the preparation 
of the Revised FEIR on issues, including, but not 
limited to, signal priority, traffic volumes, and the 
specific layouts of the RB Alternatives. In addition, 
LADOT did provide comments on the Revised FEJR 
indicating it agreed with the analysis contained in it. 
The LADOT's comment letter is included with the 
other comment letters attached to the Revised FEIR. 
Further, MT A consulted with Susan Shu of the City of 
Los Angeles' 
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Bureau of Engineering, Greg Herrmann from the City 
of Burbank and Paul Debel from the City of San 
Fernando during the preparation of the draft Revised 
FEIR. In addition, among others, the Revised FEIR 
was submitted to the Southern California Association of 
Governments ("SCAG"), an areawide clearinghouse for 
regionally significant projects which reviews the 
consistency of local plans, projects and programs with 
regional plans. SCAG responded that it had no 
additional comments other than those it submitted on 
the FElR. SCAG's December\ , 2004 letter is attached 
to the Revised FEIR. The Revised FErR was submitted 
to the State Clearinghouse for comments from state 
agencies. The State Clearinghouse reported that no 
state agency commented upon the Revised FIER. 
(State Clearinghouse Letter dated November 24, 2004.) 
Therefore, the Revised FElR complies with this 
Guideline, if it is applicable. 

Comment 14-6 
The commenter contends that MT A did not properly 
circulate the Revised FEIR. On October 22, 2004, 
MT A sent copies of the Revised FEIR by 2-hour 
courier to each of the following libraries identified in 
the notice of availability: Canoga Park Branch Library, 
Mid-Valley Regional Branch Library, North Hollywood 
(Amelia Earhart) Library, Northridge Branch Library, 
Panorama City Branch Library, Sherman Oaks Branch 
Library, Superior Court Law Library, Valley Plaza 
Library, Van Nuys Branch Library; and West Valley 
Regional Library. Copies of the courier receipts are 
available for inspection upon request. Also that same 
day, MT A hand delivered a copy of the Revised FEIR 
to the MT A Library. Additionally, the Revised FEIR 
was made available on MT A' s web site that same day. 

Accordingly, the Revised FEIR was properly circulated 
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and made available for public review on October 22, 
2004. 

In addition to having access to the Revised FEIR, 
COST was also offered a free copy of the Revised FEIR 
on Friday, October 22, 2004, which COST did not 
accept because it demanded twelve copies free of 
charge. Therefore, COST chose to defer receiving a 
copy until MT A could determine how many additional 
copies it had printed and could provide. MT A provided 
five Revised FEfRs to COST on or about Monday, 
October 25, 2004 and, w hen more copies were available 
by the end of that week, MT A provided more copies for 
a total of twelve copies without charge to COST. 

A detailed discussion on how the MTA's model 
considers a rider's total origin-to-destination travel time 
is contained in the "Service and Travel Forecasting 
Methodology Report," prepared by Parsons 
Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas in August 2002. A 
copy of this report is available for review at the MT A 
library. 
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Comment 14-7 
The commenter contends that MT A was required to 
circulate the entire EIR. However, MT A explained that 
is was proceeding under CEQA Guidelines Section 
l 5088.5(f)(2), which provides for the sole circulation of 
the Revised EIR because it has only revised portions of 
the FEIR. (See page 1-3 of the Revised FEIR.) 
Moreover, MT A made the FEIR and all referenced 
documents available to the public at the MTA Library. 
The FElR was also available for review and download 
on MTA's website. Accordingly, MTA appropriately 
circulated the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 14-8 
The commenter contends that MT A improperly limited 
public comments to the Revised FEIR. However, as 
discussed above in Response No. 14-7, the CEQA 
Guidelines authorized MT A to limit public comments 
to the Revised FEIR. Further, the CEQA Guidelines do 
no limit their applicability to the span of time between 
an original EIR and a revised EIR. Thus, MT A 
properly requested that comments be limited to the 
Revised FEIR. Nevertheless, without waiver of this 
limitation, where possible, MT A has endeavored to 
respond to comments it received that were outside this 
limitation. 
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&ltcmati,,.e,,. v.iUl respect to the various impact categories. The Revi,cd Ei~\-e 
Summary and "'Financial Analy~s aDd C,omparuoo of Alu,mative,- ,octions, 
meanwhile, do pwport to c.ompart. Ill of the new aod ex.iniag altc::rmtiVC$ organi.caUy, 
but ~ ~ onl)' iu !10011l),,1J)' fiuhion, u.tin&: ta.bk, obi miuimal rwnti\'t.. l hil bybrid 
1tppro&Ch to the EIR. in which 1l>e S\DJlW)' di,cusses alt of tbc ~tcroati:ves buJ thii: 

dc!ail<.d ch,p<..-, clo oo<, dq,,;i""' the public and the docisioollllakm of• nwanu,afuj 
QPPOl:tllcity lO comp.an: the pcojec-t as proposed and ~ original altt1'1:I.Nive, to the 
three Rapid Bu, altcmatives, whicli i.s lhe underlying purpo~ of P"'""""ll the new 
altanauv~ in the first pla~. 1n I.Im l'teMd, rt bun noting that tb,i5, i, no1 a 
cimu:nst.mc.e io which m ·A ,\Ills ordered to reanalyze a siD,gle i.m.pact category, such 
!j aesthetic.!. The analysis of alttnJ.ativc5, ixnplica.t~ 111 impact c.ategories., M well ~ 
various pe,-fonnaooo OQd fuw>--ial crit.em. Ilene,, 1h, onaly,is sboold have been.., 
organic ooe and blended with theorig.iM.l an&ly!.is. We rcqut..tt ttw M TA respond in 
the final EJR v.ith a. blcaded aoalylis in all of cbc various impact auegories, kDd then 
re-eircu111te this docwncnt for public review and com.rocnt. 

10. Failure to Conduct Sew ill I Before PffpmliozJ. The CEQA GuiddiOe! pt,>vide for 
public agrocics to conduct "'seopiD,g" "'iUJ pcr50iu .vid or£Miz:atioa, "it believe! will 
be conoem«I with the ccwiront0eotal effects of lhc: proj«t. .. aod is pcrticularly helpfuJ 
in i<lcntifyioj! the rang,, of 11..,,,.tivcs IO be tlrUl!,-1 in an E!R. (Sec CEQA 
Guideline, = 1508).) H=, to ouc l;no,.ledg< tber< Wll3 to our knowledge oo 
scoping perfunuro wb~vcr, wid:i any or~ution or member of the publ.ic1 

including COST and its members, NOl""-'llhstanding the litig1(]00 over this projttt 
spanni.o.e JOOf'C tlw, t'\"l(J yea~, 11nd lb.c ~ that members of COST rtl3Nfirtly 
po~s concemio,g possible Rapid Dus alternatives, MT A De\'C( con,u.ltod Mth 
COST "'"""'""! the ,cope or _,,. of tbt DRFEIR Ir.,Je,d, al<bougb Thomas 
Rul>iil, • n,ember of COST, '"'°" le11tn 10 MT A 1t.,ff mu.ing -my ,pccific proposal, 
c.onceming mcitodology and potential rowe al~. and teq_t.J~in.g to consult 
with MT A., those h:tters \~ citller ignored or .answered with a rrlusal to me.et. Mr. 
Rubin discusses these letters in more dt.ta.il in his lcn~ of today·1 dale. 

11. f ailu.rt to Issue N29S..._of Prq,aratjgp f'NOP"J, All NOP WM not issued for the 
DRFEIR This violate> CEQA. 

12. ImproperU~ of Yw 2000 BwliM for E1istioa &~;w Co:odi.ti®.1. The ORF.EJR 
not.es tMt tbe proj<ct and it> otiginal alt>emativcs wa-e evalualed in the original Fc1R 
hued upon "existing physical conditions" as of May 2000i "91-ben the Notice of 
Preraration was publi,ool fot· the origin,! FE!R. (DRfElR, p. l-2.) It goes on to "'Y 
that "1be environmental ><ttin&, QC buelil>e, for "llillyruJ8 the [Rapid Bu,J 
Altema:13vcs i$., a::c~.pc: as oottd bc.tci.o, the SJUOC .as th•t 1lSCd iD 1i'1t Fina.I EIR ... (ld.) 
~ stated above. a Notice of Pte'par.lrioa sho1.1ld h,a1,•e been issued for the DRJ-'.E:lll, 
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Comment 14-9 
The commenter suggests that MT A was required to 
compare the RB Alternatives to the Project within each 
of the environmental impact sections of the Revised 
FEIR. As the commenter noted, MT A compared the 
RB Alternatives with the Project in the Financial 
Analysis and Comparison of Alternatives and 
summarized those comparisons in the Executive 
Summary Sections of the Revised FErR. The detailed 
bases for these comparisons are contained in the 
individual impacts sections for the RB Alternatives in 
the Revised FEIR and the Project in the FEIR. 
Therefore, MT A adequately compared the RB 
Alternatives to the Project in the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 14-10 
The commenter contends that MT A was required to 
conduct further scoping to help identify the range of 
alternatives to be analyzed in the ErR. As discussed in 
Response to Comment No. 4-2, MT A evaluated the RB 
Alternatives and found that they represent a reasonable 
and good approximation of what multiple Rapid Buses 
can do in the Valley. The commenter' s reliance on 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15083 for requiring 
consultation with the public and agencies during 
scoping is misplaced. Section 15083 pertains to the 
initial preparation of an ElR for a project rather than a 
revision to an already prepared EIR, as is the case here. 
Moreover, Section 15083 only suggests that scoping 
can he lp agencies detennine the range of alternatives to 
be analyzed in an EIR. Here, the Court of Appeal's 
dec ision specified the additional alternative to be 
studied, namely multiple Rapid Bus routes. (See pages 
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28 and 32 of the Court of Appeal 's decision.). The 
Revised FEIR complied with the Couit of Appeal's 
decision by analyzing three reasonable variations of the 
multiple-route Rapid Bus alternative. 

Comment 14-11 
The commenter contends that MT A had to issue a 
Notice of Preparation for the Revised FETR. However, 
CEQA does not require an additional Notice of 
Preparation for a revision to a prior EIR. As explained 
in the Revised FEIR on page 1-2, the Notice of 
Preparation for this Project was issued in May 2000. 
Thus, MT A was not required to issue a Notice of 
Preparation specifically for the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 14-12 
The commenter contends that it was improper for MT A 
to use the year 2000 as its baseline or environmental 
setting. The commenter asserts that year 2000 data is 
stale and MT A should have used the most up to date 
data. On page I-2 of the Revised FEIR, MTA explained 
that the Revised FE[R utilized the same environmental 
setting as the FEIR to provide a proper comparison of 
the benefits and detriments of the RB Alternatives to 
the Project and to be consistent with the Notice of 
Preparation that was filed in May 2000. Further, the 
Revised FEfR only revised portions of the FEIR to 
include the analyses of the three RB Alternatives. (See 
page 1-1 of the Revised FEIR.) lt did not rewrite the 
EIR. Thus, the environmental setting or baseline 
sought to match, as closely as possible, that of the 
FEIR. 
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Mr. Manin 
~ovember 22, 200-, 
Pil!gt: 5 

aad this sit\Lltion illusuatC$ one: of the ,re.t,ocs why. A substantial new IIOJJ.~ is 
prepared mote chan four years after the ori,gi.cw ~otice of Prepm-attoa s.bowd no! ~ 
>tale Wonna6oo 110d dm. The dau and infomwioo used shO<lld all have been as up
to-d&te a., pos.siblc. Mo~ver~ :since the evaluation of new aJtemative5 rcquire, thlll 
th<>e al!<Inltlives be compar.d lo th, oxistiog p1oj<,:1 ""'1 tho original all<malives, lb< 
infomi.arion and data used to evaluate the projed and origmaJ &lte:rnati VM should have 
bffn updated to the pri::~t u well. He:re, bec.u,e oo NOP WU p1ihti~t for the 
Dk.FE.IR, -"ITA should have: ,1$SCSsed existing pbys.icaJ eonditions. ''as they titist . , , Ill 
tne time ie-ov.i.ro.amt:Dl41 &Mtysis i! commancerl, .. which bett ~'OUld b(: ,ome ti~ &fttr 
me July 19, 2004, ""'---:ision oftbe Cowtof Appeal requiring MTA to oomide,th, 
Rapid BIL< allr.n!a<iva. (See CEQA Guidelines sec. 15126.2(•)-) Indeed, !be we of a 
year 2000 bucline for the cv&luaJjog of altemati~es in yetJt 2004 ensures that tlJ:X>· 
chan.god e-ircumstao(.es and four )'tlt1 of rt:levant data. will be &Y,temnti.cal..ly igoot"ed. 
For example, as Mr, Rubin di5C~ the oow-documented ~- an.I pcrt'ormanee 
experience of a similar busway facility in ~fiami, fl_orida. and of a light-rail Ii.De in 
Hou.sto11, Texas, en Rlevant to the c.ou;,pvl,ou of~ :R.a:pid B~ &.11en;,atives to the 
bll.n'YBy option. Yet they arc igix:,~ bcau.w of d'tie methodology uSOO here. 

JJ_ !mproper Mi;cing o(Year 2000 IIDd Yd< 2004.Il.all,. The DRFEIR dou 001, in fact, I 
«Jy solely on )''-"' 2000 d.tz.. but"°"" tbol "If yw 2000 dau ,. . .,. unavail,ble, !his 
y•ar's cooditions were Uffii." (IJ.) Thi, mc!hodology i, impropn- uoder CEQA 
becanse it results tn an apples--~s c:ornpari!Orl between the busway project md 
the new alternatives, 

14. ~ ~etuat.h·es. Msetou:. inrnon= deu,il in Ms, Rubin' , cotnmcm. 
letter, 1:be altemative routes ehosai ~ arpeu to be derived from relatively brief 
non..,;pen comments aboul polrnrill usl•wost romes in l!vJ $ruJy ,,.. mBde during 
th<, pn,cocdiDgs oo I.be orig;MJ FEIR. (Seo DRFE!R, p. RS-6.) Altboogh lhcsc 
COllllUC11t5 U."tte cctt&inl)• ..,_ illlLfflStion of tile f-.ct tba1 ~ A bad nol properly 
evaluated an ob,.ioos alternatiYe, none of them qualify iu systematic maJyse3 ofidca.l 
Rapid Bus alignm,enlS or group$ of~-That an.aly~is was best left to the 
i,gcnc)' iu.etf, 'i\1lic:h possesses the e.xp,e,rtise to eva.JLWc such. o.aners. lDdccd. tbe 
lg(lllCY''3 obligatioo to consider rt:il$0oable alternatives i$ lift independent QOO, and is 
not depend em on a d,:,moo.Mratioo by commen.tct1 of what tho,e sltemitli\>cs -..i.)J be. 
~ l..,lll'el Hc:iahtJ lmpro\'emgrt A,»ociarion \' l}om::d of Ro~. 4? Cal.3d 376, 
405.) Hm1 as Mr. Rubio ex,>lains, the routc1 m\lJ groups arc i.n :siever&I. tt$~<:t! 

illogical on their t.ce, ~ in poorer pe:rfurmance- in tey metrics $\1(:b_ ~ travd 
time. Mr. Rubin. wbo h., pos.,ess some of the experrixthat would be helpful in 
devising a:pproprie.te routes, offered tbe meet \11,ith 1be agency, WM rebuffed, Nid then 
submitted ...,n_ttm comm.rots propoSlllg route1 aod mcmodologie,, alJ ~~u bcfo:re the 
issuance of lbt DRFEIR. These- appe,.r to have beeo ignored 
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Comment 14-13 
The commenter contends that it was improper for MT A 
to use some year 2004 data in the environmental setting 
because it results in an "apples-to-oranges comparison 
between the busway project and the new alternatives." 
As the Revised FEIR explained on page I-2, the 
environmental setting had to be augmented with 
additional information in limited circumstances, such as 
where year 2000 data were unavailable. The Revised 
FEIR further directed the reader to each section of the 
Revised FEIR for a discussion on any modifications 
used in the environmental setting or baseline. For 
example, year 2000 data was not available on 
community facil ities and services adjacent all of the 
routes in the three RB Alternatives. To conduct the 
impact assessment of the RB Alternatives, the Revised 
FEIR used Year 2004 data by conducting field surveys. 
(See page 8-4.4-13 of the Revised FEIR.) Using this 
2004 data only served to analyze the impacts of the RB 
Alternatives to adjacent community facilities to 
determine if the RB Alternatives would create a 
significant impact upon such faci lities. Thus, the use of 
2004 data on community facilities and services adjacent 
to the RB Alternatives does not create an improper 
comparison where the impacts of the BRT on 
community facilities used year 2000 data. The result of 
the impact analyses was compared to find that neither 
the BRT nor the RB Alternatives would create a 
significant impact on community facilities and services. 
Accordingly, it was proper for MT A to utilize year 
2004 data in certain limited circumstances as described 
in the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 14-14 
The commenter contends that the three RB Alternatives 

analyzed in the Revised FEIR are poorly devised. See 
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Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the three RB 
Alternatives as a reasonable and good approximation of 
the performance of multiple Rapid Bus routes through 
the Valley. As discussed in response to Comment I 4-
10, the Court of Appeal 's decision required that MTA 
consider multiple Rapid Bus routes as a feasible 
alternative in further proceedings on the FEIR. The 
Court of Appeal explained that the multiple Rapid Bus 
routes alternative was suggested in comments. The 
routes in these comments do, for the most part, 
correspond with the routes embodied in the three RB 
Alternatives considered in the Revised FEIR. 
However, this does not mean that MT A blindly studied 
the routes specified in the comments. Instead, MT A 
staff and consultants considered whether variations of 
these routes might perfonn better and, in fact, made 
modifications to the commenters' proposals so that they 
could be improved and compared. In all, eight separate 
east-west routes and six north-south routes were 
analyzed in the three RB Alternatives to serve the 
Valley's population. Thus, the three RB Alternatives 
are reasonable ones to consider and to compare with the 
Project. Please see the responses to Comment Letter 20 
that address Mr. Rubin's specific comments concerning 
the routing of the RB alternatives and the travel-time 
performance of the RB Alternatives. 
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Mr. Marti.a 
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Page 6 

15. SignijkAnl Air Qualitv I:rppact ftm:n Const:ructioo- 'The mauix • past RS-39 
indica!<:s that BRT will bAve a "potentially >iinlficant"' impoct on Air Quality during 
con1tnlCtioo, after m.itigittion. Thi~ ~ not a ~at=mt thac 1hie ruidua.l impact under 
CEQA is "oot s;gcificaol" ot "beneficial." Heoce, tbc resid1.11l impact i! pn:,umably 
si,nifi<"'1t. Yet. the EIR fo< <he p,ojec:.t tw DOI been re,iscd to reO«t l!lis impaci; 
r.lber, thtte i~ oo analysis al: all in the DRFEIR of au quality Ul\pactS froto BRT 
construetion. much less sigo.ifican1 impact3. Please explain the basis for thi1 
conclu.."ioo Qf ,ignificaBC-c and the soope oftbe impact pR• and post.rnitigation. 

16. No Analysis of 0,igln-to-Destin•lioP DJ,ye\Jin,c. A key @JOUDd fur the Court of 
Al)pcal's July 19 d.e<>ision r:equiriog l\uther malysi, wa, MT A•, failure to lake into 
account lhe Nlcvance of"origin-1~on" travel time (i.e., the- total time that 
individual riders take to i,avcl from their origin to their dO'Jtination), in the seleclion 
of altemarives. The new analysis oone of the thrc¢ Rapid Dus alternative, c;QDt.,.,i,ns no 
apparent evaluation of'tbis metric. R.ltbe:r, the section e11titlcd -financial Anal)'lis 
and Comparison of Alternative," >l&l.e> thal "travel time is <><J>l"'S<d by compori,,g 
c,:oss-vollcy t,avel on• eurnbel of key ilrtfflals." (DRFEIR. p. 8-6-9.) In th< 
followlll8 sectioo entitled "Tuwel limit SavirJ.g.s," th4= documcut ,e.fers. to '"'total nvel 
tim_e S.O\.i.ogs" of various altcmativt"S, but aga.i.o w~ oo ~fc:rc,)ce to origin-10-
destw11ion navel time. (ld., p. 8-6-11 .) The DRfElR ,bould have included• 
comp,:ehensivo discussion of !hi, e,.,.,,ial me1nc. One should t,e de,eloped aod the 
docwneul rceirc:ulat.od for pUblk comment. 

17. Failure to Sntematjca}lv AnaJvze ''.11~-Boppd"' BRT Travd Time Erumt.t~. Tot 
DRFEJR wntinuu to xnaintain that a 28.8-minute nio. time for BRT is an appropriate 
M.lower bound" ti.roe es:tirnate-1 as. C(mtrasted with the 40-minute ~r boond.

11 

estimate. We <,bjtt:t to the. cootiuuod ~ of this. fall.\cious nm time, g.iven th,:t, MTA 
ha., conooded in tht original FElR thal it would o:quire I 00 per<<lll priority and 
\irtually no stop time at ,tatioll:5 - as,wn.ptiom that $llllply cannot be .made - to 
accomplish thi, i,avel time. Mo<.ocer, in 4ll)' eveot MTA does nol explain the effect 
of~time ""'i!< on voriou> metrics lhal o,anifestly dcpeod upon uavcl tim<. In we 
only place wb<re the o...• FJ>pili Bus , li,,natives axe syste,:natiw!y compm..:! to BRT 
and the orisinal altematlvd (the chapter entitled .. Financial Anal~is and Coro.periion 
of Altemalives"), MTA. calculates various metrics without refa,mce to lhe effeo of 
the rang(' values. For c-;icample, the charts rc!:i.tul,g to .. Cost Effecti:veoessn and 
"()penw.D.g Effici.eocic-s" simply pr'O,-icle cstima.tcs for "Full BRT,n even thoug,h 
substanti3.I diffa,:.nces io run ti.mt would aeceuarily llffcct tbesie c.aku.lati.oos. 
(DRFEIR, pp. 8-6-12. 13.) Meanv.1ille, a table in the section em~cd "lmvel Tiro• 
Savings" estimates time sa\'ing.-s only for- t~ Wl4'tr•Bcwui Esttmmc. Ghu tbc 
essential nature' of this anatrs.i~ thl! omission is a seriou.s one. 
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Comment 14-15 
The matrix at page RS-39 indicates that the Orange 
Line will have a resultant "potentially significant" 
impact on air quality during construction. Although the 
FEIR in the Summary Section (the main text in the 
Final EIR determined there would be a significant 
adverse air quality impact during construction) 
indicated that the impact of the Orange Line on air 
quality was not significant, the analysis in the main text 
(Section 5.8 of the Final EIR) of air quality impacts 
during construction revealed that the impact could not 
be mitigated to less than significant. The matrix of the 
Draft Revised FEIR contains the correct resultant 
impact of "potentially significant." The section 
entitled, "Significant Trade-Offs" in the Financial 
Analysis and Comparison of Alternative Chapter of the 
Draft Revised FElR has been modified to address the 
temporary and localized air quality impact during 
construction of the Orange Line and is contained in 
Section 9.4 Errata of this document. There was no need 
for further analysis in the Revised FEIR because the 
full analysis was already contained in the Final EIR. 
The basis for the conclusion of significance is found in 
the Air Quality portion of the Construction Impacts 
section of the Final EfR. 

Comment 14-16 
The discussion of origin-to-destination travel times in 
the Court of Appeal's July 19, 2004 decision appears to 
focus on the lack of information regarding the part of 
the trip that leads to getting to the transit facility (length 
of time driving or walking to the nearest station) in 
determining the overall origin-to-destination travel 
time. This level of information is highly atypical to 
report and, in fact, the transportation demand model has 

no built-in summary feature that allows a calculation of 
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average trip times spent on other modes used in an end
to-end trip involving BRT (or rapid bus) users. (Also 
see Response 11-7.) Because of the multiplicity of 
possible origins and destinations and the multiple 
arterials identified for rapid bus service, it is a challenge 
to provide meaningful comparisons of travel time. The 
endpoints of Warner Center to North Hollywood were 
retained for the BRT alternative and the rapid bus along 
Victory Boulevard, yet would seem to be unreasonable 
endpoints for routes along Sherman Way, Roscoe or 
Reseda since these would involve travel paths that 
would not make sense. The intent of providing cross
valley travel times was to at least provide an 
understanding of the average speeds that could be 
expected along each of these arterials. The reporting of 
average travel times is meant to be a way of allowing a 
potential user to understand how long it would take to 
get from one point to another. The potential user is 
then able to add on additional travel time tailored to 
his/her own personal circumstances. 

It should be noted that while the travel time table 
cannot include a meaningful expression of the average 
time taken on other modes (whether another bus route, 
automobile access, or walk/bike/other), the 
transpmtation demand model does in fact account for 
the time taken on each of these " legs" in the traveler's 
decision-making process. The model also is sensitive 
to the introduction of new alternatives in making the 
decision of what mode/route to use. 
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Valley I Base I 2020 No I Valley I 
BRT 

Statistics 1998 Build TSM I Lower Upper I RB-3 I RB-5 I RB-Network 

Bound Bound 

.Average 
I I I I 

Pa_ssenger I 18_46 / 
Minutes 

18.74 I 18.76 I 18.70 I I 8. 71 I 18.12 I 18.71 I 18.69 

Traveled 

1% Changel 
ifrom No I I .1 I .2 I . I I . I I . I I .3 
Build 

Source: Meyer, Mohaddes Associates, Inc., 2004. 
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Thank you for thi: opp0rtunity to ,;on1mt:0t oo th.is docWl.)OJ.t. 

J~~ 
John A. llenninp,.. Jr. 
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Comment 14-17 
The continued use of the 28.8-minute run time for BRT 
as a lower-bound estimate allows decision makers to 
understand the environmental impacts and changes to 
ridership that occur when an aggressive policy of transit 
priority/pre-emption is allowed. This calculation 
allows 20 seconds of "dwell time" at each stop, which 
is considered a reasonable average in the transit 
industry. 
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-----Original Message-----
From: Rosie Rivetor [mailto:pupenator@vahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2004 12:00 PM 
To: martinr@MT A.NET 
Subject: Revised FEIR 

November 22, 2004 
Roger L. Martin 
Project Manager 
SFV/No County AREA team 
MTA 
One Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

SUBJECT: Public response to the FEIR 
Dear Mr. Martin: 

- -

Let me start by saying that I am absolutely disgusted with your entire 
agency. Not only do you waste precious taxpayer resources on 
frivolous, partisan projects that are destined to fail but you lie to the 
public about what you are doing. This EIR is more of a joke than the 
original EIR for the Orange Line. The purpose of this EIR was to do a 
real TRANSPORTATION (you remember transportation, right? 
Getting people from point A to point B which is why the agency exists) 
analysis of a grid of rapid buses on major streets across the San 
Fernando Valley. It was not just an exercise for the MT A in proving 
how inept you are at analysis. When is the agency going to serve the 
needs of the transit dependent population and not the interest of 
politicians who use the MT A to award frivolous contracts and put more 
money in their own pockets. 

Since this EIR is so incomplete, inaccurate and blatantly misleading, 
there are many places to question but I'll keep mine to a few specifics. 
First off, as one of the people who 
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Response to Comment Letter 15 

Comment 15-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 15-2 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives to 
consider in the Revised FEIR. See response to 
Comment No. 14-13 concerning the data used in the 
Revised FEIR. In addition, the Revised FEIR does not 
merely compare distance traveled, but rather a number 
of factors. 
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sat in a room after the Draft EIR was introduced in 200 I and came up 
with the idea of a rapid bus grid based on the subway grid in NYC I 
have a few questions. See in NYC there is not just one subway line, 
there is a network grid with routes on the Westside the Eastside and 
going North/South all over the 12 mile by 5 mile island. This system 
moves millions of people everyday across all economic levels. It was 
this thought that brought the grid idea to the forefront. This small 
group of citizen, none of which are transportation experts, came up 
with an idea and hastily drafted a grid to illustrate the idea which was 
then presented to the Metropolitan Transportation AUTHORITY 
(meaning those who are supposedly experts in this field). Why did the 
MT A take that drafted grid, prepared by non transportation experts and 
build their entire EIR on it? Why didn't the MT A use their expertise 
and do a thorough study on all East/West and North/South routes in the 
Valley to determine the best streets to use to move the MOST people? 
Why was the data used for the Orange Line based on different figures 
than those used for the Grid? And why in almost every case did the 
MT A compare the Orange Line to a rapid bus going in opposite 
directions where the rapid bus was traveling in some cases up to 3/4 of 
a mile farther due to directional constraints? 

Per figures I received from the MT A, at the present time there are 
roughly 400,000 people that ride the bus in all of Los Angeles County 
everyday. Based on the 2000 Census, in Los Angeles County there are 
roughly 414,767 household or 11,98% of the population that do not 
have vehicles with roughly 200,000 of them having a household 
incomes below $12,000 a year. Now, I am no transportation expert but 
I do know an awful lot about demographics and keeping this in mind, 
none of your data adds up. First off, I called SCAG which is the agency 
where the MT A got it's demographic data and they do NOT calculate 
demographics for just the San Fernando Valley. They could not even 
give me the zip codes for that area so how than can the MTA provide a 
sourced reference when the agency they source does not 
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Comment 15-3 
As noted in Section 8-1-1 of the Revised FEIR, SCAG 
does report socio-economic data by Regional Statistical 
Areas (RSAs). The San Fernando Valley is made up of 
RSA 12 (West San Fernando Valley) and RSA 13 (Est 
San Fernando Valley) as illustrated in Figure 8-1-4. 

Ridership is determined t hrough use of a transportation 
demand model. See response to comment 11-2 for 
discussion of how an alternative can lead to greater 
total boardings, yet fewer incremental new riders. 
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calculate that number or have the individual part of that data? Since I 
could not replicate your data, based on a polygon of the SFV (from the 
118 freeway to Ventura Blvd and from Lankershim to Topanga Canyon 
- the bus way ends and the entire Valley) roughly 9 .3 7% of the County 
population lives in this area or 939,000 people. The number of 
transportation dependent is roughly 33,000. Of those transportation 
dependent, 21,000 live more than 1/2 mile away form this Orange 
Line. Keeping all of this in mind, my question is, what type of crappy 
math did you use to come up with the figures to show that a grid of 
buses that services 2 1,000 riders (and remember, this is just the 
transportation dependent, not the rest of the population of the area 
away from the busway, 69% of which live below the poverty line 
making them perfect public transportation candidates) will move LESS 
people than one line that services only 11,000? Would it not be faster 
and much less expensive to taxpayers to offer a Rapid express bus that 
makes no stops to get commuters from the redline station at 
Lankershim to Warner Center? This would take care of commuters 
that live outside the SFV. Why put in a busway where 13 of the 14 
stops do not service transit dependent riders, that slows traffic for all 
commuters when you could offer a rapid bus on Victory that makes 
exactly the same stops as the Orange Line, uses Rapid bus technology 
to change lights just like the technology that the busway will use, flows 
with the traffic instead of disrupting it and costs pennies on the do llar 
compared to the nearly 1/2 billion cost of the busline? The 
intersections that cross the Orange line are already so confusing that 
there have been at least 5 major accidents and the bus is not even 
running. If people are already getting hurt in car on car accidents 
without a bus at confusing bus intersections, how many people are 
going to be killed when a bus is involved? How many lives have to be 
lost before the MT A stops the project like they did down in Miami? 
Two years later and the buses still stop at every single intersection. And 
finally, how is the MTA going to pay the taxpayers back the nearly 1/2 
billion dollars that they wasted on this stupid, ineffective and 19th 
century project? 
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Comment 15-4 
The first stated goal of the San Fernando Valley East
West Transit Corridor Project is to improve east-west 
mobility by connecting important act ivity centers, 
provide bi-directional transit service and provide 

opportunities to intercept traffic passing through the 
Valley. Designing service that does not stop in the 
Valley, but merely passes through, does not meet this 
goal. Further, Rapid Bus and/or BRT service is 
designed to have stops approximately every mile, 
offering commuters within the Valley the opportunity 
to avail themselves of the service. 

If a bus has partial signal priority technology, it would 
facilitate traffic flows whether the bus is in the 
exclusive bus lane or on Victory Boulevard. Locating 
the bus on Victory slows down the service, as the bus is 
operating in the same traffic as other commuters. 

Comment 15-5 
Please refer to Response 13-2. 

Comment 15-6 
The financial investment in the Orange Line project 
will provide a pre mium transit service benefiting the 
commuting public in San Fernando Valley and greater 
Los Angeles County. It makes available a transit 
alternative to reach multiple destinations across the 
Valley, offering predictable travel times and frequent 
service on a quality system. Additionally, the Orange 
Line provides for nearly 13 miles of bicycle lanes and 
paths, IO miles of pedestrian paths and extensive 
landscaping on an unused, barren strip of land 
extending across the Valley. 
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Now, in the EIR you say "Total boardings for Rapid Bus routes are 
shown as they operate from end-to-end. Therefore these boardings 
cannot be directly compared to boardings as reported for the LPA, 
which only reports those boardings occurring in the fixed guideway 
portions of the route (that is, board and disembark at stations along the 
project). Also, boardings do not distinguish between whether transit 
riders are merely shifting off other bus routes, or whether new riders 
are attracted to transit." That makes no sense to me. How are 
boardings on a route "from end-to-end" different than those "occurring 
in the fixed guideway portions of the Orange Line [BRT]? Doesn't the 
BRT run "end-to-end" as well? I'm assuming you're only counting 
boardings on the Rapid Bus routes that occur on the routes? Explain. 

Also, I understand the difference between "linked" and "un-linked" 
trips. However, I don't understand why you assume there would be 
more un-linked trips on the BRT fixed guideway than say on Victory 
Blvd. Since Victory almost totally parallels the BRT, why would 
Victory attract more linked than un-linked trips on the BRT? After all, 
the speed you have calculated for Victory is almost equivalent to that 
of the BRT; i.e., faster travel time isn't the answer. And don't respond 
by saying the big, fancy new buses you plan to put on the BRT coupled 
with the parking lots and stations means more new people will ride the 
BRT. That is speculation and based not based on hard data and 
transportation modeling. I want a real, detailed explanation of the facts 
and figures of your ridership models. Where was this derived from? 
What was the model method you used? Please provide a detailed break 
down similar to that used in the appendix of the SCAG 2004 
transportation report on the model you used? 

Why didn't the Appendices include ridership data? Where is the 
detailed facts and figures including methodology and sourcing of your 
ridership figures? How am I supposed to 
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Comment 15-7 
There is only a single route pattern assumed for rapid 
bus routes along individual arterials, which makes 
reporting boardings on these routes very 
straightforward. For the BRT facility, there are several 
bus routes with different origin points (Chatsworth, 
Thousand Oaks, Warner Center, and Porter Ranch) 
which make their way onto the busway, as described in 
Section 2-2.6.3 of the February 2002 FEIR. Counting 
the boardings for these routes in their entirety would 
include boardings on segments outside the busway such 
as Topanga Canyon, Reseda Boulevard, and a western 
extension to Thousand Oaks. If boardings were 
counted in their entirety for the four routes serving the 
busway, the totals would be 25,500 to 31,800 (upper 
bound and lower bound respectively). 

MT A agrees with the commenter that boardings do not 
distinguish between whether transit riders are shifting 
off other bus routes. However, a comparison to the 
output of MTA 's model on new daily transit riders 
indicates nearly the entire ridership (i.e. boardings) 
would shift from pre-existing transit to the RB 
Alternatives. On the other hand, the Orange Line has 
much less of a shift in riders from pre-existing transit as 
is shown in Table 8-6.5 on page 8-6.9 in the Revised 
FEIR. For example, the RB Network is forecast to 
generate a nominal 1,300 new daily transit trips but 
overall boardings of 56,900. The BRT is projected to 
attract upwards of 6,300 new daily transit trips while 
having 24,700 boardings. 

Comment 15-8 
Boardings and "linked" trips are generated through 
MT A's transportation demand model. See response to 

11-2. 
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In addition, although the BRT parallels Victory RB 
line, there are certain critical traffic generators that are 
within half-mile walking distance from the busway, but 
almost or beyond one-mile from Victory. This 
difference in accessibility would also contribute to the 
reason why the BRT attracts different ridership than the 
Victory BR line. 

The report that documents the mathematical 
assumptions underlying the forecasting model has been 
submitted to and accepted by FT A during the course of 
planning for the Eastside Light Rail Corridor project. 
This report is available through a Public Records Act 
request. 

MTA 's model determines links v. unlinked trips 
through millions of calculations on numerous 
dimensions. For a more detailed discussion on how the 
MT A ' s model utilizes linked and unlinked trips, see 
"Service and Travel Forecasting Methodology Report," 
prepared by Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglass 
in August 2002. A copy of this report is available in 
the MTA library for review. 
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believe your facts and figures for ridership when there is no supporting 
data? It is inconceivable as in intelligent person to believe that the 
RB3 Alternative only generates 1100 new daily transit trips especially 
since those routes are basically in the same corridor as the BRT. Once 
again, explain your fancy math because as a data analyst by profession, 
I just don't' seem to how this adds up. 

With the budget issues in the state of California and the City of Los 
Angeles and the traffic congestion on the freeways, one would think 
that as the MT A you would be able to come up with a cost effective 
solution that really offers options to get people out of their cars. But 
unfortunately, the Orange Line which you so biasly support in this 
poorly compiled EIR is not the answer. As a former transit rider who 
lives with I /8 of a mile of a stop, even I would not get out of my car to 
sit on a bus. Unlike a great city like New York, San Francisco or 
Chicago which seems to understand the need to transport their citizen 
outside of automobiles both efficiently and cost effectively, Los 
Angeles once again proves the ineptitude of both it's leaders and it's 
public agencies by spending the limited money we have available to 
improve our city on frivolous, expensive and wasteful projects. Your 
data does not add up, your ideas are misguided, you conclusions are 
biased and your EIR is a down right embarrassment. Shame on you for 
wasting our money, shame on you for endangering our lives and shame 
on you for lying. IF this Orange Line was the great answer like you 
profess it to be, there would be no need to massage your data or 
exclude important information or compare routes in opposite 
directions. If this was the right thing to do, the truth would have been 
obvious. 

Regards, 

Elle Saling 
Van Nuys, CA 
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Comment 15-9 
Ridership data such as boardings, new transit trips, etc. 
are provided in Section 8-6 of this Revised FEIR. 
Typically, ridership output and other output data from 
MT A ' s model is voluminous and cryptic to the lay 

reader. MT A's model output reports are available for 
review upon request. The MT A ' s model methodology 
for determining ridership is set forth in the "Service and 
Travel Forecasting Methodology Report," prepared by 
Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas in August 
2002. A copy of this report is available in the MTA 
library for review. 

Comment 15-10 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment Letter 16 

-----Original Message-----
From: Grant George [mailto:grant@grantgeorgedesign.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2004 12:31 PM 
To: martinr@MT A.NET 
Subject: Regarding the FEIR 
Importance: High 

November 22, 2004 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

-

After reviewing the current FEIR, it is completely obvious that the 
MTA did an extremely sloppy job (once again) when "re-evaluating" 
the BRT plans versus alternative routes (as they did when the fust 
"evaluated" alternative routes for the original EIR) ... that is, if any 
comparison was really in fact done because the conclusions are so 
ridiculously illogical. I certainly hope you can shed some light on it for 
me because it appears the MTA wrongfully assumed their new BRT 
was the best solution, when in fact it makes no logical sense at all for 
passengers. 

First, for example, the current FEIR states that signal priority cannot be 
given to all the Rapid Bus routes in the various alternatives. That would 
impede the flow of the North-South traffic. Now, the truth is that a 
person's total travel time is more important than the speed of the bus on 
any given route. Let's suppose someone lives on the comer of Reseda 
and Sherman Way and they work in downtown Los Angeles. The final 
leg of their trip in getting Downtown is to take the subway from 
Lankershim Blvd. to Downtown during rush hour traffic. Wouldn't that 
passenger's travel time be faster to use the Shennan Way Rapid Bus in 
the RB3 Alternative even if the Shennan Way 
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Response to Comment Letter 16 

Comment 16-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 16-2 
All Rapid Bus routes will be equipped for transit signal 
priority, but all routes may not be provided the same 
level of priority. It is hypothetically true that it could 
be faster for someone at the corner of Reseda and 
Sherman Way to travel by bus on Sherman Way to the 
North Hollywood Red Line Station than to travel down 
Reseda to transfer to the BRT bus to get to North 
Hollywood, but that does not mean that a Rapid Bus 
route on Sherman Way would provide the best transit 
service for the entire San Fernando Valley. Indeed, 
MTA ' s model forecast demonstrates that the Orange 
Line will generate more new riders than any of the RB 
alternatives. (FEIR, p. 8-6-9.) Moreover, a passenger's 
travel time is merely one component of a person' s 
decision to take public transit. For a discussion on how 
MT A's model takes in account total transit time, see the 
report entitled "Service and Travel Forecasting 
Methodology Report," prepared by Parsons, 
Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas in August 2002. A 
copy of this report is available in the MT A library for 
review. The BRT project, which links several major 
employment and high-density residential a reas of the 
Valley, results in higher overall transit ridership. 
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Rapid Bus is slower than the BRT - because - othenvise that person 
would have to take a local bus 2 miles down to the BRT or walk that 
distance to reach the stop at Reseda and Oxnard? Isn't it true that a 
close Rapid Bus is more convenient and more likely to be utilized even 
if the BRT itself is a only slightly faster? 

Secondly, why doesn't the Sherman Way Rapid Bus go to the North 
Hollywood Subway station in the RB5 Alternative? How can you 
make a firm comparison when it's not completely evaluated? 

And lastly, I understand that ridership on the Ventura Boulevard Rapid 
Bus went up 23% in the first year of its existence. Presumably, these 
were new riders to the system. Have you calculated the ridership on 
the Rapid Bus Alternatives using the same percentage over local bus 
ridership? Since no data is included, its hard to tell what figures you 
have used. Please explain to me how you calculated the new riders on 
the Rapid Bus routes in the three alternatives? 

Once again, it is obvious the MT A has rushed to concoct a illogical and 
poorly conceived FEIR in the interest of quickly resuming their project. 

Grant George 
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Comment 16-3 
Connecting the Sherman Way Rapid Bus to the North 
Hollywood Red Line Station would result in four 
overlapping Rapid Bus routes on Lankershim 
Boulevard. This could cause traffic impacts with so 
many Rapid Buses attempting to access the North 
Hollywood Red Line Station. 

Comment 16-4 
MT A's model is encoded with the Ventura Boulevard 
Rapid Bus line and is considered in the overall 
calculations of ridership on the RB Alternatives. A 
detailed discussion on how ridership is modeled is 
contained in the "Service and Travel Forecasting 
Methodology Report," prepared by Parsons, 
Brinckerhoff, Quad & Douglas in August 2002. A 
copy of this report is available in the MTA library for 
review. 

See response to Comment 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
study in the Revised FEIR. See Response 11-2. 

Comment 16-5 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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----Original Message-----
From: Jessica George [mailto:jessicagee@adelphia.net] 
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2004 12:44 PM 
To: martinr@MTA.NET 
Subject: MTA FEIR 

November 22, 2004 

Mr. Martin: 

-

I looked through the new FEIR and a major red light when on for me. 
The major issue of safety and security for ourselves, our children, our 
homes and our personal property. 

This document doesn't identify any problem with neighborhood 
security for the Rapid Bus Alternatives. But what about the BRT? The 
Revised FEIR states: "An adverse significant impact under CEQA to a 
neighborhood's security could occur if the physical proximity of the 
alignment, or transit stops, to a residential neighborhood would provide 
substantially enhanced access to the neighborhood by people whose 
objective is to engage in crimes against persons or property, and also if 
there is opportunity to exercise that objective." 

What is the MTA planning to do about the alleys of crime that will be 
constructed behind our homes? These are the areas between the sound 
wall and the residents' fences of their properties. Do you really think 
that putting a high fence at either end and planting the area with 
shrubbery and ground cover is going to stop criminals from climbing 
into our backyards? 
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Response to Comment Letter 17 

Comment 17-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. Please 
refer to Response I 1-6 for information on safety and 
security. 
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Your failure to secure the existing fencing around the project currently 
has not kept thieves, narcotics users and dealers, prostitutes and joy 
riders/dirt bikers off the porperty. And what about the public safety in 
the wee hours of the morning when "drag racers" hoping to trims time 
off their commutes come spewing off the BRT roadway into the 
streets? 

What are you planning to do to prevent this criminal activity and 
danger to citizens? Have you even considered this? Clearly this safety 
issue is not discussed in writing in the FEIR and warrants additional 
consideration. 

J. George 
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Comment Letter 18 

-----Original Message-----
From: Petra Devlin [mailto:devlinpetra@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, November 22, 2004 12:48 PM 
To: martinr@metro.net 
Subject: EIR comments 

Petra Durnin 

6211 Blucher Avenue 

Van Nuys, CA 91411 

November 22, 2004 

Roger L. Martin 

Project Manager 

SFV/No County AREA team 

MTA 

One Gateway Plaza 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Response to Comment Letter 18 
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SUBJECT: Public response to the FEIR 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

The FEIR your agency presented is woefully incomplete. 
It's as if you were told what the final analysis should be and 
then went and found data to support that. 

I noticed you didn't show the ISM routes on any of the 
maps showing the Rapid Bus Alternatives. Is the TSM 
included in those alternatives in terms of cost? Also, were 
the new riders coming to TSM because of the upgrades 
factored into the ridership model when calculating ridership 
for the Rapid Bus Alternatives? 

Why didn't the Appendices include ridership data? How 
am I supposed to believe your facts and figures for 
ridership when there is no supporting data? I can't imagine 
how the RB3 Alternative only generates I I 00 new daily 
transit trips when those routes are basically in the same 
corridor as the BRT? What's the explanation? 

Please explain the population data in Table 8-1.1. I don't 
understand where that population is supposed to live 
UNLESS high density housing is built along the transit 
corridor, i.e. which comes first, the chicken or the egg? In 
any case, how is that data calculated? Did you extrapolate 
from the San Fernando Valley data with a percentage 
change? 
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18-2 

18-3 

18-4 

Comment 18-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 18-2 
All TSM improvements (as described in Section 2-2.2 
of the February 2002 FEIR) are assumed in all of the 
Rapid Bus Alternatives, and are included in terms of 
cost and ridership projections. 

See response to Comment 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A' s reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
analyze in this Revised FEIR. 

Comment 18-3 
See response to 15-9 regarding availability of ridership 
data. The RB3 alternative does differ from the BRT 
alternative in ways, which may contribute to the 
relative lower amount of new transit trips: 

• The rapid bus routes are on streets with existing 
transit, so are more likely to shift existing transit 
users rather than generate new transit users; 

• Several bus routes directly bringing in riders from 
Chatsworth, Thousand Oaks, and Porter Ranch, 
which feed the busway facility in the BRT 
alternative. This leads to combined service levels 
that become more frequent as the route proceeds 
eastward. 

Comment 18-4 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. Please 
refer to the response to Comment l 0-2. 
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Recently, local buses were taken off Ventura Boulevard to 
be used for the Rapid Bus on that street. Are you planning 
to do the same with the Rapid Bus Alternatives presented in 
the Revised FEIR? If so, how many of the buses now 
operating locally would switch over to Rapid Buses? And, 
if some or all of the buses on a local route are used, why 
would the number of buses would be increased on the street 
as you contend? Also, you say elsewhere that automobile 
trips would be reduced with more use of a Rapid Bus on a 
route. Wouldn't that mean the traffic might go down, or at 
worse, stay about the same? 

Do you realize that your analysis is directing the MTA, an 
organization that is not concerned with transpo1iation at all, 
to go ahead and finish its highly dangerous, ill-conceived 
and poorly executed busway project that WILL lead to 
numerous deaths?? 

Sincerely, 

Petra Durnin 

Van Nuys, CA 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1seo FEIR 
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Comment 18-5 
Ridership projections are based on a transit service 
plan, which does not change assumed headways for 
local bus service. In practice, MT A would evaluate all 
service types in a "family" of local bus, limited stop, 
and rapid bus service to see whether refinements to 
headways on any of these services are warranted. 

The analysis included in the Draft EIS/ErR and the 
Revised Final EIR does reflect the fact that traffic 
volumes on many streets are lower in the future with 
the BRT and Rapid Bus Alternatives due to the mode 
shift of some travelers from auto ridership to bus 
ridership. These differences are reflected in Table 8-3-
6 where background traffic volumes are generally 
shown to grow less by 2020 with the transit alternatives 
in place than under the No Build scenario. 

Comment 18-6 
Please refer to Response 13-2. 
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Comment Letter 19 
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Response to Comment Letter 19 

Comment 19-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment Letter 20 
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Response to Comment Letter 20 

Comment 20-1 
Per the commenter's request, as a courtesy, MT A 
intends to notify of the commenter of the availability of 
final Revised FEIR. 
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Comment 20-2 
It is acknowledged that your resume has been included 
for the record. 

Comment 20-3 
MT A acknowledges that the Revised FEIR was 
prepared to address the alternative of multiple Rapid 
Bus Routes pursuant to the Court of Appeal's decision. 
The commenter's statements about the materials 
available on MT A's website are noted for the record. 

Comment 20-4 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 20-5 
The commenter suggests that MT A did not properly 
address the alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes. 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives to 
analyze in the Revised FEIR. The Revised FEIR 
thoroughly addressed the alternative of multiple Rapid 
Bus routes by analyzing three variations of the 
alternative. The Revised EIR contains full analysis of 
each of the three RB Alternatives and compares them to 
the Project. Thus, the Revised FEIR properly addressed 
the alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes as required 
by the Court of Appeal. 
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Comment 20-6 
The commenter suggests that the three RB Alternatives 
are sub-optimal. MT A believes that the RB 
Alternatives provide a good and reasonable 
representation of what the alternative of multiple Rapid 
Bus routes can accomplish in the Valley. For a more 
detailed discussion on MT A's reasoning for choosing 
the RB Alternatives, see Response to Comment No. 4-
2. The Court of Appeal's decision required that the 
alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes be addressed 
on any further proceedings on the FEIR. Thus, MT A 
found three reasonable variations to cover a spectrum of 
multiple Rapid Bus routes. However, the commenter's 
call for MT A to generate the optimal mix of Rapid Bus 
routes is not supported by any facts that this is feasible 
for MT A to do. There is no modeling system available 
to generate the optimum assemblage of bus routes to 
serve the most riders. There currently is no transit 
model in existence that can determine optimum transit 
routes. Instead, MTA 's model and other agency transit 
demand models calculate the perfonnance of transit 
routes that are manually coded into the models. Even at 
this level of analysis, the task is substantial. MTA ' s 
model utilizes hundreds of thousands of input data and 
evaluates that data with hundreds of thousands of 
calculations using nine dimensions of socioeconomic 
data, three dimensions of census data, six factors that 
influence a person's decision to take transit, and the 
characteristics of the street network and transit. A 
detailed discussion on the intricacies and breadth of the 
modeling effort is contained in the "Service and Travel 
Forecasting Methodology Report," prepared by Parson 
Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas in August 2002. 
Moreover, the possible permutations of multiple Rapid 
Bus routes are in the thousands, if not the hundreds of 

thousands. Conducting modeling on hundreds of 
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pennutations of multiple Rapid Bus routes, let alone 
thousands, would also be extremely time consuming 
and would likely take years to perform. Each model 
run takes at least one week to conduct a complete 
model run. 

Comment 20-7 
For a discussion on consultation with the public, see 
Response to Comment No. 14-10. The commenter 
characterizes Mr. Snoble's letter to Mr. Rubin dated 
July 29, 2004 as a statement that MTA "would not 
engage in any interactive activity akin to 'scoping' 
under CEQA." However, Mr. Snoble's letter does not 
make this statement. Rather, Mr. Snoble infonned Mr. 
Rubin that MTA would consider Mr. Rubin's 
suggestions while preparing the Revised FEJR. 

Comment 20-8 
MTA considered Mr. Rubin's letter dated September 
16, 2004 in preparing the Revised FEIR. 
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Comment 20-9 
MT A evaluated Mr. Rubin's letter dated September I 6, 
2004 and determined that it did not raise any significant 
environmental issue that MT A was not already 
considering in the Revised FElR. In addition, see 
Response 31-6. 

Comment 20-10 
For a discussion on consultation with the public, see 
Response to Comment No. 14-10. In addition, Mr. 
Rubin acknowledges that neither he nor any member of 
COST is a transit planning expert. Accordingly, 
meeting with Mr. Rubin would not have provided the 
MT A with any expert assistance in developing the 
specific details of the RB Alternatives. Moreover, Mr. 
Rubin was proposing a process of evaluation by 
repetitive iterations of numerous variations of multiple 
route Rapid Bus alternatives that would likely take 
years to process, but offered no reasonable assurance 
that the process would merit the effort. 

Comment 20-11 
MT A concurs with the commenter that his efforts have 
not been wasted. MTA considered his suggestions in 
preparing the draft Revised FEIR and herein addresses 
the significant environmental issues he raises in his 
comments. In addition, to the extent possible and 
without waiver of MTA 's right to assert that it is not 
required to address comments concerning issues outside 
the Revised FEIR, MTA responds to Mr. Rubin's 
comments herein. 

Comment 20-12 
See Response to Comment No. 14-2 for a discussion on 
why the comment period for the Revised FEIR was 
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proper and on MT A's compliance with Mr. Rubin's 
Public Record Act request. 

Comment 20-13 
MT A intends to attach Mr. Rubin's entire letter, 
together with its voluminous attachments and exhibits, 
in the final Revised FElR at Mr. Rubin' s request. 
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Comment 20-14 
See Response to Comment No. 14-10 for a discussion 
on "public outreach" (i.e., consultation with the public). 

Comment 20-15 
This comment duplicates Comment Nos. 20-7 through 
20-10. See the responses to these comments. 

Comment 20-16 
The commenter's general statement is noted for the 
record. As to the review period, please refer to 
comment responses 14-1 and 14-2. 

Comment 20-17 
See Responses 4-2 and 20-6 for a discussion on MT A's 
reasoning for choosing the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-18 
See Responses 4-2 and 14-14 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for choosing the RB Alternatives. 
See Response to Comment No. 14-l O for a discussion 
on consultation with the public. 

Comment 20-19 
The commenter suggests that MT A made changes to 
the Rapid Bus route network proposed by COST that is 
purported contrary to MT A's contention that such 
alternatives were dictated by the Court of Appeal. The 
Revised FEIR stated that the Court of Appeal 
mentioned two comment letters and COST's suggested 
network. (Revised FElR, page RS- I.) MT A looked at 
those suggestions and determined that would be a 
reasonable mix of multiple Rapid Bus routes to study. 
MT A does not contend that the Court of Appeal 

dictated that MT A must evaluate only the suggested 
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variations of the alternative of multiple Rapid Bus 
routes. See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a more 
detailed discussion on MT A's reasoning for choosing 
the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-20 
The rapid bus end-to-end run times used in the 
transportation demand model do not integrate any 
specific loop routings at either end of the rapid bus 
routes. Run times for rapid bus routes are automatically 
determined through the transportation demand model as 
a function of highway speeds in the forecast year. 
(Highway speeds in the forecast year are typically 
slower than existing highway speeds.) 

Bus speeds (and therefore resulting travel times) are 
automatically calculated using a percentage of the 
modeled highway speed, depending on category: 

Local Bus 
Rapid Bus 

Urban 
Roadway 

65% 
78% 

Suburban 
Roadway 

76% 
91% 

These percentages account for the stop patterns that are 
typical for the bus service type. 

Also see Response 20-34. 
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- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-21 
The original 28.8 minute run time calculation from 
Warner Center to North Hollywood was based on 
measuring distances from engineering drawings and 
assumed an extensive system of signal priority 
including full preemption at street crossing between 
stations. Discussions with LADOT led to the addition 
of an "upper-bound" travel time estimate of 40 minutes. 
See Response 20-75. 

Comment 20-22 
The acceleration rates used in the run time model, 
which generated the original calculation of 28.8 
minutes are not significantly different from those cited 
for the recently-ordered Metro Liners. Using a sample 
2,700-foot section between Tampa Avenue and Wilbur 
Avenue (per comments 20-83 through 20-85), the run 
time model estimates 55.6 seconds, as compared to the 
55.9 seconds as calculated by Mr. Rubin in comment 
20-85. 

Before MT A accepts the articulated bus, the bus OEM 
is required to certify that the bus it built meets the 
vehicle performance specified in the contract. Hence 
MT A made no adjustment to the Orange Line end-to
end run time. 

Comment 20-23 
See Response 20-22. MTA's specification requires 
the bus OEM to provide vehicles that conform to 
federal, state, and local codes and regulations. Before 
MT A's acceptance, the bus OEM must certify that the 
vehicles it built comply with federal , state, local codes 
and regulations. 
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Comment 20-24 
The specific details of Mayor Hahn's "Street Smart" 
program have not yet been developed or announced to 
the public, so it would be difficult to reflect the effects 
of this program in the MT A travel demand-forecasting 
model. It appears that the Mayor's plan will provide 
progressive signal timing along certain m~jor arterials, 
such as Victory Boulevard, which may be counter 
productive to the real-time transit signal priority system 
installed as part of the Rapid Bus program and may 
make it even more difficult to provide transit priority in 
both the east-west and north-south directions of a grid 
street system, like the San Fernando Valley. The 
analysis of the Rapid Bus Alternatives in the Revised 
FEIR was conducted based on assumptions consistent 
with those used for the Project in 2000-2002, at which 
time the "Street Smart" program had not yet been 
conceived. Additionally, in order to make the 
appropriate comparisons between the RB Alternatives 
and the Project, the environmental setting and policies 
in place at the time the Project was analyzed were used 
to evaluate the RB Alternatives. Thus, it is 
inappropriate to consider the "Street Smart" program in 
the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-25 
Other east-west Valley streets might not experience 
quite the same travel time savings as Ventura 
Boulevard because Ventura Boulevard is the heaviest 
east-west street and the signal timing on Ventura is set 
to favor east-west traffic. There is simply not as much 
green time available along the other east-west corridors 
because the signal timing favors north-south traffic 
north of Ventura. 
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Comment 20-26 
The concept of implementing rapid bus is that it can be 
done at minimal cost. Therefore, no park-and-rides 
were assumed in the rapid bus alternatives. 

Comment 20-27 
Please refer to response to comment 20-136. 
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Comment 20-28 
Travel time calculations for the busway portion of the 
Orange Line is calculated differently than for rapid bus 
alternatives because of the different street environment 
in which they operate. The rapid bus routes operate in 
the street environment with no separation from 
vehicular traffic. Therefore, it is appropriate to use 
highway speeds, factored to account for making 
passenger stops. 

The method of using highway speeds (by facility types 
and area types) and a set of locally calibrated 
adjustment factors is the standard and only acceptable 
procedure by FT A to derive the bus speed when buses 
operate in mixed-traffic environment. In fact, FT A 
developed the INET computer program to facilitate the 
implementation of such a critical modeling task. 
Comparing the base-year scheduled bus run time with 
the modeled run time has validated the set of locally 
calibrated adjustment factors. 

For an operating environment with an exclusive lane, it 
is appropriate to use a run time model, which is able to 
account for specialized conditions such as transit 
priority and reduced number of crossings. The run time 
model used for the original BRT run time estimate is 
based on distances between stations, maximum speeds 
(considering curves and operating environment), dwell 
time at stops, and defined intersection delay based on 
priority/pre-emption assumptions. 

LADOT revised this original estimate based on their 
own method, which the MT A used to provide the upper 
bound estimate for their analysis. 
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A particular route's travel time is not the prime factor in 
modeling ridership. Numerous other factors affect 
ridership and are utilized by MT A's model. Moreover, 
travel time on an alternative is less important than the 
total origin-to-destination travel time for riders, which 
the MT A model accounts for. For a discussion on how 
the MT A's model accounts for a rider's origin-to
destination travel time, see the report entitled, "Service 
and Travel for Casting Methodology Report", prepared 
by Parson Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas in August 
2000. A copy of this report is available for review in 
the MT A library. 

Comment 20-29 
Modeling of the performance of transit is extremely 
complex and intricate. Please see Response 20-28. 

Comment 20-30 
The MTA does not contend that Rapid Buses would 
typically have a negative impact on other surface traffic 
flow. The only times that this could potentially occur 
would be if the addition of Rapid Buses to a particular 
street increased the total volume of traffic to above the 
capacity of the street. This typically does not occur 
however, because many Rapid Bus routes have 
balanced the bus volumes on the individual streets; 
adding Rapid Buses and reducing Limited or Local 
service. If such balancing of bus volumes did not occur 
and a roadway was carrying volumes at or near its 
capacity, the addition of Rapid Buses could cause some 
degradation of the overall traffic flow. 

Comment 20-31 
The RB- Network was generally studied as presented 
by COST. Staff evaluated the COST alternative as 

presented with the understanding it was a good faith 
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effort to address transportation needs in the Valley as 
perceived by COST. Since the COST alternative was 
presented to the Board in July 2001 and carried forward 
in litigation by COST (where it had the benefit of legal 
counsel and consultation with this commenter) staff 
concluded that the Metro effort to analyze alternatives 
should include the COST network. Some minor 
modifications were made to adjust the routes to 
confonn to the plan's study area and to enhance 
comparability with other alternatives 

The study team had a number of other goals in 
preparing the document, including: to re-create the 
decision point when the Board initially considered the 
project (with the addition of new RB alternatives); to 
utilize as much as possible the previous data and 
documentation prepared for the project to allow an 
"apples-to-apples" comparison of alternatives; to save 
time so that the Board and the public could reconsider 
this issue as soon as possible; to limit the expenditure of 
additional public dollars in evaluating the new 
alternatives by utilizing the previously prepared 
information; and, to keep the analysis consistent with 
the earlier effort so as not to skew the analysis with 
later plans and policies adopted by the Metro Board 
based on the previous approval of the SFV BRT. 

Staff did not redo the previous modeling work for the 
No Build, TSM, and BRT alternatives for the reasons 
expressed above. Had we done so, each of these 
alternatives and the new RB alternatives would have 
benefited from the additional north/south RB service 
later studied by Metro in the SFY N/S study for future 
adoption. The RB-Network is the only alternative 
studied that was enhanced by both the TSM network 

and additional RB north/south service. 
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For a discussion on consideration of subsequently 
planned north-south Rapid Bus routes, see Response 
20-113. 

Comment 20-32 
The MT A model utilizes socioeconomic forecasts 
prepared by the Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG), the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (MPO) for the six-county region. The 
growth forecasts adopted by the SCAG Regional 
Council are the only official forecasts for the region 
that are recognized by the Federal Transit Authority for 
use in environmental documents on transit facilities. 
The use of the SCAG growth forecasts by the MTA is 
consistent with all of the other County Transportation 
Commissions, Councils of Governments, Counties and 
Cities in southern California. 

Comment 20-33 
It is unclear from this comment how the quoted speed 
improvement percentages were calculated. However, 
looking at the more detailed related comments (20-234 
- 20-239), it appears that the speed values calculated by 
the commenter were detennined by dividing VMT by 
VHT. As recognized by the commenter in comment 
20-236, "vehicle miles traveled divided by vehicle 
hours traveled, which is a close, but not precisely 
correct, measure of vehicle operating speed," so this 
method of calculating the speed of the Rapid Buses 
versus local buses is not precise. It is also an apples to 
oranges comparison, since for the Vanowen corridor, 
the local service travels all the way to Burbank, 
whereas the Rapid Bus goes to the North Hollywood 
Metro Red Line Station. A 20 percent speed increase 
assumption in the RB Alternatives does not translate to 

a forecast 20 percent overall speed increase. Many 
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AM Bus Run Time Validation 
EB/SB WB/NB 

MTA Line Model Actual Model Actual 
Line 204 50 62 50 67 
Line 22 93 89 96 96 
line 28 41 43 42 39 
Line 207 51 59 52 61 
Line 4 108 95 109 102 
Line 30 65 61 61 66 
Line 60 104 101 91 100 
Line 40 79 98 75 90 
Line 18 64 64 56 59 
Line 66 64 47 57 53 
Line 16 47 45 47 54 
Line 26/51 77 87 77 80 
Line 45 56 69 60 58 
Line 33 96 83 91 82 
Line 14 68 62 66 59 
Line 420 83 100 103 93 
Line 2 117 108 123 128 
Line210 73 83 75 88 
Line 251 62 72 55 75 
Line 561 129 123 112 114 

~ San Fernando Valley 
~ East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

factors in the MT A Model's effect the overall speed of 
a Rapid Bus Alternative. Moreover, the MT A Model 
was found to adequately forecast bus route run times in 
the AM period, midday period. MTA' s model tested 
twenty bus lines: 2, 4, 14, 16, 18, 22, 26/51, 28, 30, 33, 
40, 45, 60, 66, 204, 207,210, 251, 420 and 561: 
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PM Bus Run Time Model Validation 
EB/SB WB/NB 

MTA Line Model Actual Model Actual 

Line 204 58 66 57 58 
Line 22 109 97 108 99 

Modeled vs. Scheduled Time for MT A's Top 20 
Lines 
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Comment 20-34 
The new limited stop bus line on Victory was actually a 
part of the original TSM definition included in the 
February 2002 FEIR. Unfortunately, this route was 
inadvertently omitted in the FEIR's Table 2-3 
summarizing TSM bus service improvements. The 
limited stop bus line was however included in modeling 
of the RB Alternatives. 

The limited stop bus line on Victory was not removed 
for the rapid bus alternatives in order to stay true to the 
intent of ensuring that rapid bus was added on top of 
(without replacing) TSM improvements. In actual 
practice, the MT A would evaluate the relative ridership 
and service levels of local, limited and rapid bus routes 
operating on a single corridor and would calibrate 
service levels accordingly. 

Comment 20-35 
The design of the Orange Line has incorporated 
additional safety features not present in the Miami 
system. Please refer to response to comment C9-66 in 
the Final EIR and Response to Comment No. 13-2 
herein. The comparison of the Orange Line to light rail 
lines in Houston and San Francisco is not an 
appropriate comparison given the different acceleration 
and deceleration patterns of trains versus buses and the 
fact that several of the MUNI METRO light rail transit 
lines run in mixed flow with automobile traffic, not in 
dedicated lanes. Ms. Isabel Padron, the Project 
Manager, for the Miami-Dade busway confirmed that 
signal priority will be activated in mid 2005. She also 
noted that none of the Safety Consultant's 
recommendations have been implemented on busway, 
but the recommendations were going to be installed on 

the busway in mid 2005. (Telephone conference on 
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December 2, 2004.) Moreover, the Court of Appeal 
rejected claims by COST that the Project would create a 
significant safety impact. Accordingly, the Orange 
Line's intersections do not cause a significant safety 
risk. 
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Comment 20-36 
See Response to Comment Nos. 14- I 2 and 14-13 for a 
discussion on MT A's reasoning on determining the 
environmental setting. 

Comment 20-37 
See Response to Comment Nos. 14-12 and l 4-13 for a 
discussion on MT A's reasoning on determining the 
environmental setting. Further, MTA prepared a 
Revised FElR, which only revises portions of the FEIR 
to consider the additional RB Alternatives. The Court 
of Appeal found that the FEIR was otherwise adequate. 
(Revised FEIR, p. 1-1.) Moreover, the Court of Appeal 
only required MT A to consider the alternative of 
multiple Rapid Bus routes as an alternative. To do this, 
the RB Alternatives had to be compared to the already 
completed analysis on the Project. Moreover, changing 
the environmental setting to the year 2004 would 
require MT A to essentially throw out the FEIR and start 
from scratch, which was not required by the Court of 
Appeal. 

Comment 20-38 
See Response 4-13 and 20-37 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for limiting comments to the 
environmental issues raised in the Revised FEIR. 
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Comment 20-39 
The Court of Appeal required that MT A consider 
multiple Rapid Bus routes as an alternative to the 
Project. Otherwise, the Court of Appeal did not find 
anything wrong with the FElR's analysis of the Orange 
Line. Moreover, the State Clearing House had no 
objection to MTA limiting comments to the Revised 
FElR. Accordingly, MT A was not required to 
reanalyze the Orange Line or consider any further 
comments upon it. In addition, the comment does not 
specify any specific events that were not known such 
that they can be specifically responded to in this 
response. 

The commenter asserts the MT A hid matters from 
public scrutiny in the Final EIR. However, the Court of 
Appeal rejected COST's repeated assertions that MTA 
improperly hid information from public scrutiny. 

Comment 20-40 
In terms of analysis, the benefits described for Rapid 
Bus generally translate to improved travel times. The 
MT A's assumption ofa 20% improvement in travel 
time is based on travel time improvements that occurred 
with the introduction of rapid bus on Ventura 
Boulevard, which provides a reasonable indicator of 
expected travel time improvement. It is unclear which 
purported "Significant Events that were not known and 
could not be known when the FEIR was adopted" that 
the commenter claims to exist. MT A cannot further 
respond with further detail to this comment. 

The Revised Final EIR in Chapter 8-6 provides the 
performance measures for the Project so that a reviewer 
could make comments on the Project's performance in 

relation to the RB Alternatives. 
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Comment 20-41 
Please see Response 20-40. The Court of Appeal 
commanded MT A to consider the alternative of multi 
Rapid Bus routes to the Project. Accordingly, the RB 
Alternatives must be subjected to CEQA review to 
adequately compare them with the Project. 

Comment 20-42 
The RB Alternatives utilize the benefits of the Rapid 
Bus program. See pages 8-2-14 through 8-2-32 for a 
detailed discussion on the RB Alternatives use of these 
benefits. Please see Response 20-40. 

Comment 20-43 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MTA' s reasoning for selecting the RB-3 Alternative to 
study in the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-44 
See response to Comment 4-2 for a discussion on 
MTA's reasoning for selecting the Vanowen route as 
part of the RB-3 Alternative. For a detailed discussion 
on how MT A's model considers walk d istance for a 
rider to public transit, see the report entitled, "Service 
and Travel Forecasting Methodology Report," prepared 
by Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas in August 
2002. A copy of this report is available for review at 
the MT A library. In addition, how walk time is further 
considered by the model is described in the report 
entitled, "Mode Choice Model Development Report," 
prepared by Parsons, Brinckerhoff, Quade & Douglas 
dated September 2, 2002. A copy of this report is 
available for review in the MTA library. 
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- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-45 
The suggestion of deleting the Yanowen route in the 
RB-3 Alternative is not considerable different from the 
RB-3 Alternative already studied in the revised FEIR. 
Moreover, the commenter does not provide facts that 
support that all the riders attributed to the Vanowen 
route would shift over to the remaining and farther 
away routes of the RB-3 Alternative. Accordingly, the 
cost effectiveness of this suggested variation of the RB-
3 Alternative with two routes would still not be as cost 
effective as the single-route Orange Line. 

Comment 20-46 
The commenter suggests deleting the Yanowen route 
from the RB-3 Alternative and claims that it is likely 
that riders of the Vanowen route would simply walk 
further to the other routes. Removing the Vanowen 
route would not increase the ridership of the RB-3 
Alternative. The Vanowen route contributes 5,200 
daily transit boardings to the RB-3 Alternative. 
Moreover, MT A's model takes into account many more 
factors in determining ridership, which would not 
forecast ridership to remain the same. A detailed 
discussion how MTA's model functions is contained in 
the "Service and Travel Forecasting Methodology 
Report," prepared by Parson Brinckerhoff Quade & 
Douglas in August 2002. A copy of this report is 
available for review upon request. The commenter 
suggests that removing the Vanowen route will allow 
DOT to increase priority. The ridership of the RB-3 
Alternative was determined using full priority as a 20% 
speed improvement. (FEIR, § 8-3.3.1.3, p. 8-3-15.) 
Thus, the modeling results did not reflect a lower speed 
improvement and removing the Vanowen route would 
not change the speed improvement assumption in 

MT A's model. The suggested change to the RB-3 
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Alternative is a minor permutation. See Response to 
Comment No. 6-3 for a discussion on slight variations 
to the RB Alternatives. See Response to Comment No. 
20-6 for a discussion on the reasons why finding the 
optimum mix of Rapid Bus routes is infeasible. 
Moreover, the three RB Alternatives are a good 
approximation of what multiple Rapid Bus routes can 
achieve in the Valley. See Response to Comment No. 
4-2 for MT A' s reasoning for selecting the RB 
Alternatives. 

Eliminating the Vanowen Rapid Bus route in the RB-3 
Alternative would likely result in operating cost savings 
and potentially some drop in total ridership as persons 
on Vanowen would need to walk one-half mile north to 
Sherman Way or one-half mile south to Victory 
Boulevard. It is unclear that it would improve the cost
per-new transit rider comparison to the BR T alternative. 

Comment 20-47 
The commenter questions why MT A did not analyze 
his suggested variant in Comment No. 20-46. See 
Response to Comment No. 20-46. 

Comment 20-48 
MT A does not agree with this conjecture based on the 
most recent ridership data, which shows passenger 
loads on the corridor line segments east to downtown 
Burbank of significantly under one-half of that from 
Lankershim west along the key corridors (notably 
Victory and Vanowen which is mentioned in the letter). 
As well, the heavy rail Metro Red Line at North 
Hollywood was noted as a major destination for Victory 
and Vanowen Metro Rapid travelers that would have 
been missed with an extension east or a deviation to do 
both (travel to the North Hollywood station and 
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continue east to Burbank) would have made the Metro 
Rapid travel times uncompetitive with the straight
through local service on these corridors for these riders. 

Comment 20-49 
MTA examined the entire Valley in determining the RB 
Alternatives. However, MT A did not perform a model 
run on the suggested variations to the Victory route. 
For a discussion on MTA 's reasoning for selecting the 
RB Alternatives to study in the Revised FEIR, see 
response to Comment 4-2. See response to comment 
no. 6-3 for discussion on consideration of suggested 
variances that are not considerably different from the 
RB Alternatives. 
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Comment 20-50 
The commenter suggests extending the Sherman Way 
route of the RB-3 Alternative eastward. The 
commenter suggests fo llowing an existing route, 
presumably Line 163. Weekday Average Boardings for 
the segment of Line 163 as suggested by the commenter 
are as follows, which gives boarding based on direction 
of travel: 

Line 163, Eastbound, Southbound from Burbank to 
Hollywood, 1996 

Weekday 
Stops Average 

Boardings 
Sunland & San Fem 52 
San Fern & Strathem 2 
San Fern & Arminta 2 
San Fem & Arvilla 9 
San Fem & 7511 S Fm I 
Hllywd Way & San Fem 13 
Hllywd Way & Pac Gt 119 I 
Hllywd Way & Winona 6 
Bbk Apt Rd & Lockhd Gt4 I 
Hollywd &Thornton 59 
Hllywd & Way Valhalla 4 
Hllywd Way & Pacific 5 
Hllywd Way & Victory 47 
Hllywd Way & Jeffries 6 
Hllywd Way & Burbank 41 
Hllywd Way & Chandler 2 
Htlywd Way & Magnolia 32 
Hllywd Way & Clark 7 
Hllywd Way & Verdugo 41 
Hllywd Wav & Oak 11 
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Olive & Franklin 
Barham & Lakeside 
Barham & Coyote 
Barham &Lk Hllywd 
Cahuenga & Barham 
Cahuenga & Oakcrest 
Cahuenga & Wdrow Wils 
Cahuenga & 2775 Cahue 

Odin & Fairfield 
Cahuenga & Iris 
Cahuenga & Cerritos 
Cahuenga & Franklin 
Yucca & Cahuenga 
Yucca & Vine 
Hollywood & Vine 
Hollywood & Ivar 
Hollywood & Cahuenga 
Hollywood & Wilcox 
Hollvwood & Whitley 

'almas 
Highland & Hollywood 
Hawthorn & Highland 

9 
39 
28 
18 
18 
6 
3 
6 

19 
0 
4 -
0 
2 
2 
I 
7 
0 
0 
5 
3 
7 
4 
2 
0 
0 
0 
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Line 163, Northbound, Westbound From Hollywood 
To Burbank, 1996 

Weekday 
Stops Average 

Boardin!!s 
Hawthorn & Highland 0 
Hollywood & Orange 59 
Hollywood & Highland 119 
Hollywood & Las Palmas 14 
Hollywood & Whitley 12 
Hollywood & Wilcox 21 
Hollywood & Cahuenga 34 
Hollywood & Ivar 36 
Vine & Hollvwood 241 
Yucca & Ivar 10 
Yucca & Cahuenga 9 
Cahuenga & Franklin 17 
Cahuenga & Cerritos 5 
Cahuenga & Iris 5 
Cahuenga & J A Ford I 
Cahuenga & 2700 Cahue 2 
Cahuenga & Lakeridge I 
Cahuenga & Oakcrest 9 
Cahuenga & Barham 7 
Barham & Lakehllywd 3 
Barham & Covote 14 
Barham & Lakeside 6 
Olive & Franklin 2 
Olive & Maole 1 
Hllywd Wav & Riverside 3 I 
Hllywd Way & Alameda 30 
Hllywd Way & Oak 11 
Hllywd Way & Verdugo 14 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ . East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 
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8 
24 

2 
21 
2 

16 
12 
4 

20 
3 

5 
0 

San Fem & Arvilla 18 
San Fern & Armita 0 
San Fern & Strathern 4 
Vineland & Cantara Lo 24 

Sum: 

Line 163, Eastbound Southbound from Burbank to 
Hollywood, 2004 

Stops 

Vineland & Sherman 

Vineland & Valerio 

Vineland & Satico· 

Vineland & Sta 

Vineland & Strathern Vinstl 

Vineland & Cantara Vincao- Eol 

Weekday 
Average 

Boardinfs 

29 

23 

39 

13 

25 

2 
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BRANFORD & Street Break DI -
EOL 

Sunland & San Fernando 

San Fernando & Clvbourn 

San Fernando & Strathem 

San Fernando & Arvilla 

San Fernando & Arvilla 

San Fernando & Lockheed 

Minor Street & San Fernando 

Hollywood & Tulare 

Hollywood & Minor Street 

Hollywood & Thornton Hlltho 

Hollywood & Valhalla 

Hollywood & Pacific 

Hollywood & Victory 

Hollywood & Jeffries 

Hollywood & Burbank 

Hollywood & Chandler 

Hollywood & Magnolia Hllmag 

Hollywood & Clark 

Hollywood & Verdugo 

Hollvwood & Oak 

Hollywood & Alameda 

Hollywood & Riverside 

0 

47 

I 

0 

0 

5 

2 

6 

2 

5 

52 

28 

4 

29 

8 

23 

7 

36 

16 

30 

I l 

12 

55 
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Olive & Warner 15 

Olive & Minor Street 33 

Barham & Lakeside Plaza 12 

Barham & Coyote Canyon 18 

Barham & Lake Hollvwood 13 

Cahuenga & Barbara Cahbar 12 

Cahuenga & Oakcrest 3 

Cahuenga & Cahuenga 6 

Cahuenga & Minor Street- I 8 

Cahuenga & Off-Ramo 1 

Odin & Fairfield l 

Cahuenga & Iris 4 

Cahuenga & On-Ramp 0 

Cahuenga & Franklin 0 

Yucca & Cahuenga 6 

Yucca & Vine 0 

Argvle & Hollvwood Holarg 7 

Hollywood & Ivar 15 

Hollywood & Cahuenga 4 

Hollywood & Wilcox 8 

Hollywood & Whitley 2 

Hollywood & Las Palmas I 

Hawthorn & Highland Hawhig - Eol 0 

Sum: 575 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ . East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 
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Line 163, Westbound, Northbound from Hollywood to 
Burbank, 2004 

Weekday 
Stops Average 

Boardim?s 

Hawthorn & Highland Hawhig 59 

Hollywood & Highland 94 

Hollywood & Las Palmas 17 

Hollywood & Whitley 23 

Hollywood & Wilcox 17 

Hollywood & Cahuenga 19 

Hollywood & Ivar 14 

Hollywood & Arnvle Ho larg 282 
Yucca & Ivar 4 

Yucca & Cahuenga 14 

Cahuenga & Franklin 16 

Cahuenga & Off-Ramp 5 

Cahuenga & Iris 4 

Cahueniw & Pilgrimage 2 

Cahuenga & Off-Ramo I 

Cahuenga & Lakeridge 0 

Cahuenga & Benda 7 

Cahuenga & Buddy Hollv Cahbar 2 

Barham & Lake Hollywood 6 
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Barham & Covote Canyon 

Barham & Lakeside Plaza 

Olive & Minor Street 

Olive & Warner 

Hollywood & Riverside 

Hollywood & Alameda 

Hollywood & Oak 

Hollvwood & Verdugo 

Hollywood & Clark 

Hollywood & Magnolia Hllmag 

Hollywood & Chandler 

Hollywood & Burbank 

Hollywood & Jeffries 

Hollywood & Victory 

Hollywood & Pacific 

Hollywood & Valhalla 

Hollvwood & Minor Street Hilt 

Hollywood & Minor Street 

Hollywood & Tulare 

San Fernando & Minor Street 

San Fernando & Lockheed 

San Fernando & Arvilla 

San Fernando & Strathern 

San Fernando & Strathern 

4 

2 

5 

3 

31 

13 

17 

21 

3 

19 

6 

16 

8 

21 

3 

7 

16 

4 

1 

8 

0 

12 

0 

I 
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Sunland & San Fernando 119 
Branford & Street 
Break Div. 15 5 

Sum: 931 

This ridership data from 1996 and 2004 on the eastern 
portion of Line 163 is low and would not provide 
sufficient ridership to warrant extending the Sherman 
Way Rapid Bus route in the RB-3 Alternative. 
Moreover, part of the extension is outside the study 
area. The suggested extensions to the Sherman Way 
route are not considerably different from the RB-3 
Alternative. See Response to Comment 6-3 for a 
discussion on variations that are not considerably 
different from those analyzed in the Revised FEIR. 

Extending the Shennan Way Rapid Bus Route in the 
RB-3 Alternative to the Burbank Airport Metrolink 
station would add a significant amount of additional 
out-of-way travel circling the Burbank Airport via 
Vineland, San Fernando Road, Hollywood Way to get 
to the terminus station. It would make more sense to 
extend the Vanowen Rapid Bus route straight east on 
Vanowen to Empire Street to reach the Burbank Airport 
Metro link Station. It is not clear however, that either of 
these alternatives would be more cost-effective than the 
BRT Alternative. 
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Comment 20-51 
MT A examined the entire San Fernando Valley in 
determining the RB Alternatives. However, MT A did 
not perform model runs on the extensions to the 
Sherman Way route of the RB-3 Alternative that the 
commenter suggested in Comment No. SO. See 
Response to Comment No. 6-3 for a discussion on 
suggested variants that are not considerably different 
from the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-52 
The commenter suggests another variation of the RB-3 
Alternative to alternate service on both the Sherman 
Way and Victory routes to the North Hollywood Metro 
Red Line station. These suggestions are not 
considerably different from the RB Alternatives that 
MT A studied in the Revised FEIR. They are merely 
extensions of two routes to the east with an operational 
variation in routing buses on the extensions or to the 
North Hollywood station. See Response to Comment 
No. 6-3 for a discussion on suggested variants that are 
not considerably different from the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-53 
MT A examined the entire San Fernando Valley in 
determining the RB Alternatives. However, MT A did 
not perform model runs on the extensions to the 
Sherman Way or Victory routes of the RB-3 Alternative 
or the operational variation to route every other bus to 
the North Hollywood Station that the commenter 
suggested in Comment No. 52. See Response to 
Comment No. 6-3 for a discussion on suggested 
variants that are not considerably different from the RB 
Alternatives. 
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Comment 20-54 
The commenter suggests extending the Sherman Way 
route of the RB-3 Alternative to the Metrolink Sun 
Valley Station. This suggestion is not considerably 
different from the RB Alternatives that MT A studied in 
the Revised FEIR. See Response to Comment No. 6-3 
for a discussion on suggested variants that are not 
considerably different from the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-55 
MTA examined the entire San Fernando Valley in 
determining the RB Alternatives. However, MT A did 
not perform a model run on the extension to the 
Sherman Way route of the RB-3 Alternative that the 
commenter suggested in Comment No. 54. See 
Response to Comment No. 6-3 for a discussion on 
suggested variants that are not considerably different 
from the RB Alternatives. 
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- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-56 
The commenter suggests extending one of the routes of 
the RB-3 Alternative to Moorpark Street. This 
suggestion is not considerably different from the RB 
Alternatives that MT A studied in the Revised FEIR 
See Response to Comment No. 6-3 for a discussion on 
suggested variants that are not considerably different 
from the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-57 
MTA examined the entire San Fernando Valley in 
determining the RB Alternatives. However, MT A did 
not perform a model run on the suggested variation to a 
route of the RB-3 Alternative that the commenter 
suggested in Comment No. 56. See Response to 
Comment No. 6-3 for a discussion on suggested 
variants that are not considerably different from the RB 
Alternatives. 

The logic of extending three Rapid Bus routes down 
Lankershim Boulevard to Moorpark Street is not clear, 
since there is no major destination at 
Lankershim/Moorpark that would justify this level of 
service, which would be running on the street directly 
above the Metro Red Line subway. 

Comment 20-58 
MTA did not model ridership projections for the 
suggested variation to the RB-3 Alternative made in 
Comment No. 25-56. See Response to Comment No. 
6-3 for a discussion on suggested variants that are not 
considerably different from the RB Alternatives. 
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Comment 20-59 
MT A chose the three RB Alternatives as a good 
approximation of what multiple Rapid Bus routes can 
do in the Valley. For a discussion on MT A's reasoning 
for selecting the RB Alternatives, see response to 
comment 4-2. Extensions of Victory and the Sherman 
Way routes on the RB 3 Alternatives are mere 
variations of the RB 3 Alternatives and are not 
considerably different than the RB 3 Alternatives. See 
response to comment no. 6-3 for discussion on 
consideration of suggested variances that are not 
considerably different from the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-60 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives that 
were analyzed in the Revised FEIR. See Response to 
Comment No. 6-3 for a discussion on suggested 
variants that are not considerably different from the RB 
Alternatives. 

Comment 20-61 
See Response to Comment No. 14-10 regarding 
consultation with the public. 
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- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-62 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives that 
were analyzed in the Revised FEIR and found to be a 
good estimate of what multiple Rapid Bus routes can 
accomplish in the Valley. 

Comment 20-63 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives that 
were analyzed in the Revised FEIR and found to be a 
good estimate of what multiple Rapid Bus routes can 
accomplish in the Valley. 

Comment 20-64 
See Response to Comment No. 14-5 for those consulted 
on developing the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-65 
See Response to Comment No. 6-1 regarding the 
suggestion to add northern Rapid Bus routes to the RB-
3 Alternative and the RB-5 Alternative. 

The RB Network was the network originally proposed 
by COST. It included a balanced network of Rapid 
Buses spaced approximately two-three miles apart 
across the San Fernando Valley. The addition of a 
Rapid Bus on Shennan Way would place three east
west routes with approximately one mile of each other. 
The addition of Rapid Buses on Sherman Way to the 
RB Network alternative would likely add some new 
transit riders, but it would also increase transit
operating costs. It is unclear that it would improve the 
cost-per-new transit rider. 
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Comment 20-66 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for MT A' s 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives that 
were analyzed in the Revised FETR and found to be a 
good estimate of what multiple Rapid Bus routes can 
accomplish in the Valley. 

Comment 20-67 
The commenter's dissatisfaction is noted for the record. 
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- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-68 
The comment suggests that speed is a key factor to 
Rapid Bus success. Travel time does not invoke a 
linear response in a rider's decision to choose public 
transit. See Response 24-3 for a discussion on how 
MTA 's model forecasts a rider's choice to take public 
transit. 

Comment 20-69 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for MT A 's 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives that 
were analyzed in the Revised FEIR and found to be a 
good estimate of what multiple Rapid Bus routes can 
accomplish in the Valley. 

Comment 20-70 
Please see Response 20-71. 

Comment 20-71 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 20-72 
Travel times as listed in Table 8-6.6 are based on the 
future year planning horizon of 2020, not the present 
year, so using existing schedules would not apply. The 
listed travel times are based on what was represented in 
the MTA's transportation demand model for the year 
2020. 
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- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-73 
The commenter has spent a good deal of time 
describing the routes of the BRT and the Victory Rapid 
Bus, bus misstates the fact that the travel time 
comparisons in the Revised FEIR (Table 8-6.6) are for 
the eastbound direction on each alternative. The travel 
t imes reported are for the average of both directions, 
eastbound and westbound, which minimizes ant 
differences by direction due to one direction being 
slightly shorter than the other direction. The Victory 
Rapid Bus was taken all the way west to Topanga 
Canyon because that was the way it was shown on the 
COST proposed Enhanced TSM Network. It should 
also be noted that the travel demand model does not 
differentiate between right turns and left turns at 
intersections, so a bus route with more left turns is not 
penalized over one with only right turns in the model. 
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lhil\ima Ibo .26 mile "ro,ncl tlio block" nln ,_ 1ea111i 10 1111 W.,,.._ lrip; b 
the Vidory Ropid 0- Iii-, tlae ~ trip tqim - .. .,_ pc,.
Sow~. Wbile o.e <li=lion of al- Ill bas .,.... ..;111 JUdL • .,_ 1k Woclc" 
ends will UIIOll 1""11y, be 1oeact 1111 leul - end of 11>t - .... is.,.._ 
h=is lllal MTA ... lrrlllp tliatlht-.-ill l<tlod lO .. 0..., U..oa 
the Wesd,ouad trip - ..tuch i, /fOI mod fot 1i1no _...,. - ..i,;11 111o mra 
-i1 tldcled10the Vi<to,yR.,,.i boson theEastbooadtrip--11 Ulibod 
for timccomJSi,on' 

B. The en,,,. Line ali.,..cm ho., Ille Womc, c-, -.....s tllo --- Oii 1be 
&ff side or tht ..,,.,;nus. ""'11e the Viera)- Rapid Bus hoa h oa lhc ,..,. lido ol tbe 
lfflni...,_ Thi, Jmat.hms the Viclory Rapid Bus '°""' b)' - blcdo - two Ima 
bloeb,ot_,_.y _ .44 milc(oe1of-otbor,....,~)'. 

C. I• ,eniq-., bus-. •I~.~ Is •I- 11"11)'1.,._ ■ mimmize Ille 
numbcfof-whtrepo,s,'blc. Nolothollll<Orupl.iaclli ___ __ 

WamerC..0.rT..,,.;, lltJb IO llle-oftlae~ Uoo Bonay-... 1111 
lhtollU IOinim..,,aurnbc:,oCnnsoo lbc-, two, ooeriati<...,,...i-ldl 
1um"(plosthc~up,eriQl,lblm liomtk--io•-, 
10Elolboor>donthe8"n,ay). TbcViao,yllopid s ... 11...-,-...,,,..... 
IOW or five cums to ,cc !ram die Wanw:.r CCfflC!f Tramit Hub to Eulbouad oa 
Vieu:wy,fourripond-left. Toni'I• bm is••~..-'"'Pliriaa 
~ • ..;.,, ,..;1mi1 r... • ..r. ·-.. - the ,..,,, -. Ibo - mMl lbta 

• For--,1,unaa.i..1tt---...lbet:,od,;·-.i,a•-=11md_,_....._..,_.._"'-de 
l"OUkaiipaauia-.dii~•t ..... ,......,..oftra'MIOl)IIVwW .. ...,,....., .......... . 
o.Ulelia M lnWICC!lailba~...,..._°'lla. n._.,..._.._.._._.. ............ 8-. -~-ofdlc_U.......,, ___ ... _., ___ <na. 

1'-S----,-t--•F,,119lT_2'o,_S.I,,__ i,mqlkW.,_C...•..-, .. _.. ___ ,. .. v....,, ___ _ 
aftm,1,i.N01to ... O.-.U..t.diaood ...... .t•...._l,1---• .. V-,~ 
•• ~ ....... siMil.~10•-f!ltllirOr-,.U..1'tdlM-,..,....fiaan ........ • Tlli•--••"itll..,.,..r,..... ,..~.._.........._._,.., w.._,alitE>lo...,.,.p,y_..-..._.,,.,.._....._ .... v_, __ 
-'C--~Nanholr.....-• ...... ..,.....,._,~, ....... __ i.,, 
...n ....... llll-.1VlffllrJ' .... llotrMit4'11Mm ~ l .11milcs.,Ulfllfll"NIOl,01 .... lw .. er.s-...._ 
11"1"111.-...U.aiU'aw:eof.i'O__.. .70.U.-.26ftlellortbl~NIIMad-~• ..... aaat _.;,, __ ,._ __ .. _....,,,_,..., ...... ..,~""'"""'--••-
f:"'ON n...itcaoll'O•-t11osKa1...-,.kw*Or-..LIMt....•v-.w ... c... Ncwtlic. 
~IOVClrYJ,titllf(Ea)m:VlamylorNObloch,ttlenWl('>,Cc,,t\)iaodwWd .. olk....,11 
Varid. WWcllnkahomtkft#.ld,-bl,_.ontM'.,.,illitlinldinnblcdu._..,..__MTA'~--Jit ii .... 'f:t a WI M&oi-.lM' 0,,.,.1.im tm.llyJlf1IPCI' 1c, kadehe V-ICIOI')" ~ a 
tiaviiy,ttawied .,._ ,-her tf'ml a ldl ft'af'I lfflli■ .-, Vtrid, • I ..0 ... ,-\'IIJ .,.,._.. ...,,.._ ~ 
llc,w1d!e-O...,.l.incbuni0Pfoc-ldita:GyNon•111tV.W10~MW.y..,...__ MTA•.,,--.11:a 
WarNCf'llll•tolfll'lluanymtr111adoa.,,_.10_rbcNPCriacipooi, 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

20-73 

Page 9-114 



I 
I ~ r:: 

(1) 

I ~ 
u 

I 
,g 

~ 
Cl) 
r:: 

I 0 

~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Q:: 

M 
t-;-
0 
N 

.. 
0 

,::s 

'E 
0 

>- CJ 
GI ;!:: 
: Ill 
ca C 
> l! D:: 
0 I- -,, w 
C ., LI. 
ca Ill Q 
c CD W 
t ~ U) 

LI. .. -
C Ill > 
ca ftl w 

U) w D:: 

0 
a.. .... 
GJ 
~ 

a 



- - - - - - -
C•■-0. DRFtUI, S.• f<ra..,_ V.., ~"'1 ... TnosU CorriNr 
N ........ ll.20N 

-
.. I:$ 

50. Thm is, or aimx, a very siroplc on4 •Y...,. ,o ...i.t lhio • lair, _.......,, IIIIJIMHl>
ll,i,la """"""'°" -...,,. op with• Victory R>pd Bou oli....,,. 11'11isdellpe410 N1iaia 
lbc nm IJl!IC OD lbc l'Mlbound alp, tllilc Uoe l&ID< ~ ... - - - ,ay 
dfa:tiwly • IO min.imi"" ti>< ()rup I.lac Eud,ouocf trip time, Lei .. rdcr ID 1M IWoi - i,i 
E:>d,ibit V. "Supcrio< a.i,;d.llut All-'~onO,-. t;,,e Al..-" 

51. Uldcr llli1 dollga ~. Ille - trip ,1..-, u simplbtJ iltel(.-_. 
-bolf bloc:b IO Vi<t«y and ripe {Eall) OD Vi<t«y". One ...... rip lllrll, fcu 
sipolized illlmoctiom (th< mini,awa poMible ud 1he - • ii>< 0..,. Li11t ~) ■-I 
Klllllly I - .,_ - ,96 llllla "" 1llli illipmc,rl, ~ ,0, ak. or 
-•ifflll<ly Z64 feet, -lh■n dlc ~ Lio< ill~ LlrJdy .-Ille - .. 
miniolw:d, lalOes OD dai■ olipmatl •• IRefy IO .... .,_ - ia ...... _.. 11 imcnea• be<:uK, a, _,.i n,k.11111",c Ii .... ore often oetopto he-10 be io 
oeque,,<e witbd,o Olla troffic: lipb akiot die- alipoml. 

!Z. (A"'-l, the: Wesd,ound end of 1ho sip lo Womer CcnlC1' is "°' ,...,_ oe tin - tho 
Vidor), lupid Bus ,ii..- -•Id be ,ct up. lite Ill<~ Liae al~ IO -die~ 
"~· llilllfflCIII for the w-...i ,rip (II Ibis cuo. ..-1m1y. We11on Vlciery 
to C-, kll {SoutbJ two blockuo o-d. rip {WntJ - block to 0-. ood ..,_ 
right (N°'111J ooe-1,alfblock 10 the Wllffl« Can« Tramil Hub 1mnmu1.)) 

S3. l!od MTA iailizod ll1i> ali~ for Vi<lory Rapid 9115 ill Ill< tlvtlc Rapid Bus......._., 
lhcn ~-Id ht,·o bod I f■ir and mcain,ful compori,oa-...i • very oipilicaac tiN,c ....... 
fo, lhe &slt,ound RapidB.,... 

,., To bo l'oir, 1b<t,: _ """l'.......,. ....,.• partiaoi.-1- -ti;,,,-. i,--
opciom. Howe-, if11>ett., such,......, in thi, pmieular, ! fail to 11011e - F«-..ple. if 
there was I Rapi4 s.. stop fo, tb< Victory Rapid Bui """" OD r..,.... c.e,,oa. tl>at tho 
W-..n.li<>g. addins tbe "'0Utn longblocb ofln,d, cooJdbeve bod•- (l'bc RB-) 
She,-, Woy_,. ah.,..._ - - a 01op • tk --. .. of T-C.yoo _. 
Shtm,an Way and is a s,0p at thil _..., a, sloowo "" Fi .... RS-I - Mop of w RB-3 
Allatlllivc Jnc;Judinc Roula and Swps, P'F RS•I.) l!owcvu, tb<tt ii mmcl, IIOp - r., 
thcVit,oryRapi4&JrOlftononyoflllc:--f«thctlwwR,pi4S.-
.,..,....RS-'-lO(Norisw,e1Rapid8"'1111p""T-fortlleV-Rapicllla-). 
Nordoesdlm:,_1oboony,.._r«ndra'-""P,•MT/lit ........ _T_blls 
tnll!c into the Wanx, c...er T,.,..;, Hw, ...,. - cm boord die V~ RapidS.,, 

n._v __ .,. __ ..,._ ... _,_w __ c_, __ _ 
..,.._lMINtiwu.._.,-,oop,at11it~-' ...... ~ ........ -....WM--•lhll 
,,.QPOMdfOl'dM:VK1or,~ltmM,a,.....,y,1tA111hll~ClllV.......,uwW( .... )oa 
COflOll,.ltaris}t(Wt11)oaCX..-d.-,...(Nom)aa~Mlll)thtTl'Allllil:tui. n......_...... 
vi.o.iW .,_ ct.M N°'1lloa~.1heltritf'I (EMl)oa "---
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CD 

c--0. Dltflml, Sa• fcnaNO Vollty £m1-Wa1 Tr1t1III C- P• 111 
~cekrU,lllN 

liDt. (Ofcoo,,.,lhcr<isnoO,,-.LiJlc,oop01>T_ ... .,,.,..isoo-•ildlldcmdl 
,Rapid B,n S109 r.r._-JIISl'O'CO) 

!l, Somclima, '°""" an a1ipod IO avoid~ l,us .......-., la - -, llli1 
illYOMI <ilhff dinoinalia1 • 1<11 ""11 or p,,formiag • Id ...., • • i... ....,_ -
This - be lb< COIIIC of MTA's Viaary Rapid 11111 RJa1ir1 is a.I ... of.,,._ c-. 
- ..... --oClh<-wilJquidllysllow. 

S6, There 1n: ti,_ - diff.- ""'6as will allow IMa IO 1W ..i..o., ol. .,._. ll1lftic 
sip! propenioDs. Apia, tbtre is .., evidence wha~- INI lllil """"4 poo,ibly be "' 
~for 1llo MTA's Vidot), bpid 8w ,....;.,._ Silloe MTA's,...... a,ldo .....,.._. 
lenfh IO lbc Victory-, t1m di--.. woold-to be ilnpoooiblo for_. nllic 
si...,UII IO OYCICOffiC, ,o ... CU ,affly is,,ortdliJU llllionlle. IS Mil. 

S7. Wby did MT A c:hoo,c .suc.b I di--,.....,. for Ille Victory 1tJpd 8w 11• loa>iaa 
w._ Cenic, for is Easlbolo>d 1rip? Why did MTA iachado 111c , ............ ......idiOI 
''aroloDd ,11c block" .,.._ i• o,, w-,,l>otntd °"- Uno tri9 - ..wdi la - dlo-. 
ma!Ul<d dittttion of irnd ia the llRFEIR - bal inctud<d 111< •.- Ille lllod,;" - in 
tlie &,,tbow,d diredion of....,, -- "Ille~~ ofn.el ia die 
DRFE!lt? Why clld MTA sr111na,: 11,o "arourd Ille bkd" ....- for dio Viclmy 11.spid 8-
oli- 0<1 die W<JI ,;do, of die Wam,:r Cen1u • wbicb odds■- a holf a a,ilo of U.-.1 for 
Victory lupid o .... f'ol ao _..,. ,_.. - b« on k &,,, side or W--C- f'or die 
°'""II" U... wbero ii ibouldobviouoly be for bolll? Wily did MTA no<_.,_"">' ot,,,;o,., 
"due N0<111 Oft 0...:nsrnoulh, ript OIi Victory" rooti"I for Ill< Viaory (aad V"""""") Rapd Ba 
line lravin1 Warner c ..... -..r? }law ma1:b lime- MT.A beliffli CIOUld be 11...t.., 
the Ea<bound Viclc>oy llapid Ba lint from Wmicr Canor by - of d,o ~ I -
propooed 0\.., the &Ii.,.,.,,. in the llRf'EIR.? 

$8. OIMo<,sly, thm: is I considmblt time --imposed on oho Viewy Rap;.! S-. 
compa,od to Onlli< Uoe-, lllroulf, MTA 's "'°" ill1a"eslioa ...,.;,,._ Lot w - - -
the;..,..,. due .. """"' -

59. Tumina oo Table 8-<l.6: Yea, 20l0 TrlllOit Tra\'d Tunes 011 Valle)' Arl<rials (iJI millules). 
-1-4-10, for "BRT Riahl-of,Way," •w.,,,., Ccnler - Nortb Hollyo<,od." wo hove 21,l-40 
IIUJllffl, 

60. The 2U minlll< "Lowu.Bound" Im>< is left o= ,,_ lht "ori~..r' llEISIDElR ud has 
been «>mpletcl)· and ~y di,acdikd 11 .. , (and JUdwd ll Staao's) - lcaor of 
1'11)' J, 2001 Oft MTA's 6!11 IIICmpl IO PN>M< a valid EDI for 11>1 projoct (ffllR Voi-2, PIJ. 
7-3:1.l/.fl, 12 Alt 02541·561, 56 All ll-41001), I pNWidod <Xtaum --.-y"" ,my tt., 
2U mi""" tna-..el time wa impos>ible. lo my .,_Ju,ica, I poilMd OIII 1M1. IO-., this 
tJ11\'<J ti-. tbe Oranp Linc t.,sn -•Id bave IO have eod-to-e,sd Of<Tl""e sp«dl of 29 rapll 
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Comment 20-74 
The travel time as reflected in the MT A's transportation 
demand model and what is reported in Table 8-6.6 in 
the DRFEIR do not incorporate detailed routings at 
each end of the rapid bus routes. 

Comment 20-75 
The 28.8 minute run time calculated for the busway 
route is based on specific assumptions regarding 
distance between stations, maximum speeds given 
curvature and station spacing, and potential intersection 
delay. As stated earlier, because full transit pre
emption was the desired goal, no intersection delay 
between stations was counted. At stations, the LRT 
was assumed to have the capability of advancing or 
extending the traffic signal "green time" by up to I 0 
seconds. 

While the MTA maintains that full transit pre-emption 
is the desired goal, as a practical matter it has also 
included analysis of LADOT's 40 minute run time 
calculation since any transit pre-emption or transit 
priority must be done in coordination with LADOT. 
The ability to achieve the 28.8 minute run time is 
physically possible; it is a matter of operating policy 
which potentially adds significant delays to this travel 
time. While the LADOT does not believe full transit 
pre-emption is achievable, future conditions may allow 
a re-visiting of the amount of priority/pre-emption that 
can be granted. Leaving in the analysis based on 28.8 
minutes ensures the environmental impacts associated 
with the project's optimal speed are identified and 
addressed. 
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- - - - - - -
c .... 111 0. DAFEIR. S.. fonado V...,. EM-Wal Trank C
N-kr U, 1004 

-
,..,, 

and !Ix R<d Lloe lraina hid lO mp!, oporllifts spoodt ,._ Noni, Holly,,<)Od 10 U..,. Slltion. 
111111bcllukm- ...S~ 

"Jun Is lhe mlin q,,o11ioo: How can 1111s UT~ M>ida i.1 _.,,, ,._ 
!hoD tho Rod Lino; hu four _,;om, IOllllna .- JO% o( tbc ....i lap. lhat """' 
sipifieant ,pood mtndifflS; bas __ (_,,,.,,...,, 2.0 ·•-vs. 
3.0 ,., --~ ad ba......J lipliud _,_....,. tbc ali_ .. Y_••-all-in _...,._,.i alnoot M rut utlioltecl U..' 1? 

Th<reisa,lq,lo........,.-it<11,.t. lt isoimplyimpoaibk. Not.-.ioo..· 

61. lniu ,_ to this-(l'EUI Voha11< 2,,,.... 7-33213). MTA. "4ulci.-u,a lhc 
impoot o( - my cle<ailod _ .. , ad ..... while oonlinai .. IO lllliOllm the """"""" 
fiction, "This(21.1 ....,.) ,_it_., t,ethe '°"""-or...-.-
ro. ...,,,_ d-_, aid the BRT COllld pooc,,,;,,ily .,,......, Mth thio 
-•• MTA did odd tbe 40,mi..,. "l'l'P"' botnl'" """"4M,odfW11 time in !lie fElll (Wltil• I 
wouldlillc10elaimc:rodltfo, Fon:ioalhls""""""""' ii is,leaotbol ii -•-ofthoCity 
ofLosAnplcsO.,O,-ofT_...,illrc.c.cwrA 10 ...........i-Jtstnfflt:upl 
priority~ ill the 21.1 /llinule 11111 time _ , _,, &tally fl--. chot 1W 10 tho ◄0-

---bound"IVI .,,,..) 

62. Wiry doe> MTA cominuo 1u pc1a>d tbol lhc 28.1 aa.itiur< md-to-cnd (Mop Uno ttwvd lime, 
IIIW"I all staoion "°I" ., !NI ,.... - di><UIICILI la 1k ff!R, coalcl l<hllly -
~1 

63. MTA _. dtl.,,.;ned lo rNi,ain lhll dlil is_,. poalbillly IMI the 2U ,ni- ..,_ 

to-ad 11111- is noo iarpo,able, • ._. fo, .,.._ o{CEQA. -· in tic "teal wo,td." 
1IOI ,_ MTA be!,.... k lo cw,- possiblt, u can be euily de1ttmi"°" &om the fol-.,. 
CX""1'I' m>111MTA press,.-. ~lhe...,...;.,,oCD,qe l.inetn1..i timcestimnos 
fNlfll tbc oripl DEISID!:lR lo di< fElJI 10 the ,....,,. day (-moy t,e found in E""ibit VI, 
"MTA Pms Relcaoes"): 

A. "MT A Releas<S llnll Eiwi..........i Repo,t"" Pmpo,ed San r..- Valley East
West au...,y,• May 14, 2001 - "Tbc ,n,.•I limo bdwm, Ncnll Hollywood 111d th< 

forawnpl&,w\salpoidlllNINIO..,,...~NICn('f"Dl11111*°'UllltU'lt8-wry--=:llas 
UJllfllono--1-{wlloMTAW..,..tto~MtM-,.PIO~OW:t!l .. loctlrtlidtll,·~IO 
• T •O.a-a.·.....-). -.-:IIMTAN .. ia•~--...-•u.21.1 .... ,_.,.. 
~t. ~-..woftba:21.l__.na .... ~ - Mllallf,-.Oll&AaoaDll,,....,A
l : it...liol!K> E. .... eb'a..JtapidTr•llt(BJln - 21J,.._..,1.oww'lcluDd. lSAltOJ20-,....--Mu. 
5p,eiN"' a(,0 ads, oa .. ~UM Gw,lni...,. oa Oudkr E..1111181d W«1d t..-rdc ..,.._ rmpeclMly. 
~ VII) 
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Ce■m .... 0,, DRfUR, Sao F,noH<I Valky Eaal-Wal Trault C...W. ..... 
N<ln■kr:J.119' 

plamod w._ CffllCf TIINi! Hlb 'Mllll4 be _........., JO -. illl:hdns -· B. "MTA- Af>pto,a B-y r .. s.. r......io Valier Ed-W• Centdor",· My 
26, 2001 - "Tbc dodicotod risk.c,f-way ,.;u pn,cb:e • - - - -
Hollywaodond lhoplomod w ... c.--r ..... 1Mior~JO-... 
iD<h11linJlkl!>I-" 

C. "MTA ,....., Pinal - Rqat oa S.. F.- Volloy .l!Ml-War 
11.._."fdlruatyl2,2II02--Whoodlei..-,--.a-wl._ol,le,o 
rnue tl>e ,rip Oun lhc ,.._ w.,,.. CaBr Tllllllit Hie lo - lwi,,,,,od ia 
•~-ly J, lo 40 mi--. inoludilt ,wpo,' Mid MTA - a.ir ,_ 
r-" 

D. "MTA Cenifics Final En,,-~ OIi Sin Fer....io Vlllo), ~w .. 
B"""'Y, Fmol Desir to Oc1 Unilawly; fetnory 21, 2002 - "A llip 6- lhc 
Womer C"""' Tnwit Hob 10 1/mb Hollywood ..W lake_...,,.......,, l5 to 40 
.._i.och1di"'""Pt-···• 

E. "MT'A B..--y c_,,,, ,. '"' Yaiky - MTA Kiel<, off - 11..,.i y....,_, 
l'>vjoct in San Fau,,do Volley," 1--, 17. 2003 - Trip _. - w._ 
~ ood the llonb Hollywood Meire, Red Linc will now tob aboal 3.5-IO ...... ··•-RaJlidllaots, .. · 

f . "Mm> Ra!x, TcchnolOl)' IIUwilh5--SiZ<d M<tro UM: 8al ,._,,,.t/lnded 
Toda)' in Nonll Hollywood,· ocu,m 1.1.2004 - ·-n.. Mtuo 0..-. U. will wl,;>l 
.,._. in _.,.;.,..ty «I - frotll w.,.,,, C.- it Ibo WOii-Sao 
fanmdo Volley to the lint'1 f-. N«tl, llollywood Sutioft, ... " 

64. Nooelho Pf')ll'Caiooof<ncMO-eldtm'<l --flom•~30-·-t11c 
iJBSIDElR ..., releaoed aad w11a, Ille Locally Prd'an,d Al1mlaliw - -- • ._.,.imoldy JS to 40 miluMI" whcl lhc fEIR _,. ~ ID, - ,-,,dy, 
"lpp'~cly 40~" -~ )al wrltov cvu, lhc merotioo ofllie 3' -

6.1_ Why doc, MTA ,-inuc 10 di...., tlM cleody ;.,_bl,: 21.1 - tra..i ._ la Ille 
DRfEIR, ""'"-•far awn rcolilli< JS to40 llliautes i,, ib pn,u "'-' 1111,y-dlo ...._ 
time aumoie io lhe October U • sttoipt 40 ,,......, ,.;,i, no"""°"""''' ai-1 Wlloo 
dlall8<d U,,.t calll<dth, people "41odoMTA'1 pinudcucs todropthe35 arimm? 

66. I ,.;11, one lat time. QUD4C myxlf Md m-ftom rwy COIIIIMffl '- Oft the 
DEIS/DEIR - "Ill ..., opiaioo. bu!ci on ,i,;, BRT Iii- ...,11 be dou,g -,. well if they IC-Nonlt Holly-..! to W'""" Ceotcr •-op<nlml Jpoeds o(tl,c lllue Li• -24 mph. 

tlltllaJofl1.-enwntt.,o.-d' tadoplalof.twi..,...,.,mow.a,o..._.u.. .... 1AeaiJ 
,...,_,AJ1~;....,-,thlaw-EolU. nra 1111\hc-Jllq(ll:t. .,...,. tt...a:i;.a o11t.,.,_,21. lW2 
__ ........_ 
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cg 

c--o■ DRH:IR, Su FtnM4<1 VaQey IMl•W..C 1 ..... k c- r.10 
~12.2004 

Whl!.wtU!llil,-.-.. _,.,...do,.lllt.....,._.,,..,...tirncl 13.9-ai2◄ 
mpb will l■ke ~y 34.7 llliftules - ..e'R flNlldlhit 10 3, ... " 

67. For 11,is IJllfl)Ol<. I -.,11 be w:,y killd IO MTA and mo its--, oft-<eleooed, "3s-40 minules" 
IIIN WlfflCI' Caur IO Nord, Hollywood nwl time, ... ._.;,. MTA'town,-
}141 ·~y 40 ,.._" (I wiH. bowncr, below siV< -lled IOclmical - ~ 35 
... ~itoalikel)'~ 

61. Tumi■C - "' Table U.6: Year 2020 Tlllllit TR.Yd r .... OIi Valley -· (ill 
~). for Ille tllnx Viclo,y Rlpid S.S ,,., ,;,_ <- - fot loo Jlll.J, IUI-$, and JtB. 
- Allcnoti,...), - -. a "Vi-,. Blvd'l..w- BI-..I" "W.,_ C--Nonll 
Holl~t....iti111Cof◄l.7-◄,.6..-. 

69. 'MIii -1locloloe - uriliied ro dt-,,elop tho ◄l .7•"-6 mimne time,_, I• lhil lbc
lDC1hodology Ihle WU .. ililood ., develop Ibo zu . ...- Ors," LiDe _ , n., -
tiinc? Tho 3-, -? lfliff"<mll IIKffiOdolosi<s-, uliliad, wlly7 Ho,, cm,.. be...,, 
U... dillemll ftlbodolosia will produce _.i,1c. r<liablc. ..i ,.__ mcl-to-ead Md 
oms,.. tima? 

70. r.rTA - to - utilii..d-cc:mplddy difl'mm Mlllods for coklllotina im,d ~
ror die an,.. Line and for R,pi4 U... ,_ for Ille o.u,e Line. it otid mdividllll, ,pa:i6c, 
~-....-...- - woias IOclmiqoes ""1 I have ,_ ro be comallfltly 
-,_;q tn1V<I times. fa- lbc Rapid 11w Al-, MTA - 1h11 it did die 
,-byrJllerinSMlllli,""""'"'""411al0%tn1Vd...,.~faclorintotat 
loei< aliu ,,__ ~-- llo,w:ver, --_.,_, _,, al1lloOU!pab al 
tho Rapid Bm IIII04d ruaa. tlle IClllll .,..t ;._,.- l'w Offllller. MTA doa ..._ Ilic 
leCIIRical Qf!Ob<lity to cablalo RJpCI Bu n111 time,,.;,. Ille - IOdmiqK u ~ ,oiliizd lo, 
Rapd 11111 ('l'llricb ts .-tty ¥11111 ~ did w11c1 it calcilml 1M 11111 1inm r« 1k M05 ud 
~ Ahcrmor.uin lhcFElR,-alwbidi ___ ofRlpid 

Duo opcnlior,s). llavia& - «mp<ttly dilTem!o - - Jlftli<,cti"" ~ - ii _., 
COS} liJr siplif...,. cliff......., 10 be l!lllCRd wi1llout oi,por1lllity for - - ...., ;r 111c 
public had IICCaS IO tbe dc1ail1of lbe ~ model NQI, wbicl, ii bu ftOl oftd ....id .... 
""" 4iffi.-.lties i■ makins ...,. or, ....,, if it did. J/ .u nm time calailationo -. per{OflDOd 
1m01 tho ...,,. t«hwq,,c - lbc - Wili#d fot tho °"'"I< Linc - dim ,ay cliffamcos in 
~ ..,.14 be 111orc ror qualifitd. ialaalad pottict 10 l11ldy 111d r01 --~ 
...,._, IO be able 10 .--..i if they ...,. '""1ina 10 ..- lbc tiJoe. If tl,o Rapid Bus nm 
,_.,. II>< p,odu<t of the MTA tnlNp><lltioo p,Minc mcdd, .,.,.., the "8riolls ,.,
and wlllllJllioM iliJu into~• model for purposa al particular model ""'IQdy dovelopd by 
MTA lllal!'I ho't this a ase of, -..t.l the MTA lilllf Id' 0<11 of tl,e model n,n beinf Jari,:ly 
detcm,i-t by v.tlal ~ puU ir<o it,, model logic an1 t,lls the mod,! 10 do? 

San Fernando Valley 
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Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

-
20-75 

20-76 

20-77 

- - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-76 
As already discussed, the lower-bound BRT run time 
was based on a run time model which accounts for 
station spacing, curvature, maximum speeds, potential 
intersection delay, and dwell time at stations in order to 
estimate a run time. The upper-bound BRT run time 
was provided by LADOT. 

Lower-bound EIR Rapid Bus run times listed in Table 
8-6.6 are based on the MTA's transportation demand 
model, which automatically accounts for run time of a 
route as a function of future traffic speeds. These are 
the travel times that are used as a basis for estimating 
ridership. The addition of upper-bound rapid bus run 
times are to acknowledge that there may not be the 
ability to grant the expected transit priority on so many 
arterials. The upper bound rapid bus run times 
represent what might be expected if there is about half 
the assumed transit priority. Once again, this range is 
provided as an acknowledgement that the amount of 
transit priority is variable. Transit priority is watered 
down as more parallel streets request it, since it 
becomes more difficult to maintain cross-traffic flows. 

Comment 20-77 
Calculating run times using different methodologies 
was necessary because of the different operating 
environments of rapid buses operating in mixed traffic, 
versus buses in an exclusive busway. Computing the 
run time for RB alternatives as if the RB lines were 
operating on exclusive right-of-ways, as suggested by 
the Commenter, would violate the common modeling 
practice and would not be acceptable to FTA. See also 
response to 20-28 and 20-29. 
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c ....... Oo DRFl:IR, S.o Fuooo<lo Vollq ~W• TntNIICwnlw ,..,. 11--22,200. 

11. C-poru,1 tllis Victory Rapid a.. "'6-U>a>d lJIYd u ... i.o 1k _..... a,,n res• 
Onap Li1lc. wo flDd !Mt MTA is showi .. tho! the 0..,: lil< is~,.,..-. (1dp
end to lliaHnd) 111d 6.7 mi1'U1es (low-end IO low-ffld) r ..... (4l.6- 40 ...-• l.6 ,.;..-s; 
41.7-)5 m..-• 6.7miaulcs} 

'12. 1 IIOve ohoM, oboYe ti.1 MTA'1 oarious lli- oflbo Vi<lory~ 0. - loovial 
w.,_em.., huoddod ~....,.. - .10 miles-.,..., lht ~ u..- ...i 
..i,;«,ood 11 ., ualJ'x: ddayl "- multiple oddod .upolm,d ..___ ... - no 
cp,e,tioo ...,bot-, --o(lf,o l.6-6.7 minolc dilT<miooiodwelO dtil._-._ 
- ml -,Id be tlilllinolod by • c,bv;ou,Jy ...,..,.., sod -11)' pooak .. pndic,11. 
&l1<nlMM routin1, ,,_ly the ·dl,e Ncn1, on~ riFt twa • v-_,.· -1 -
ditcMted above'? 

73. This .... ., ... -~ in llMtll -·,., ......., .... .,;i1 ___ , pr-.1 
..,.., !hr followm,. 

71. Finl. - 1oo1 <fjd MTA......, tho! i1__,1411ke for dw Vic1o,y R,pill Bio t..s "' ... 
6otn lhc W■mo, C"""" Transil Hub IO lhc Vic1o,yN■ricl -1 

74. I,... ,_bit 10 - i• lhiJ informllion fl<>ffi M'TA. dapllc p,lllin1 in,~~ A<t 
mjUt1I for it within a few days of rucivioa a copy of Ille DRfER ..i _,.... • -li>r 
llti,-mdcolly, MTA 1i"'1'1Ydid ,_.dotbiocalcullrion forthebpldB• ~ ...... 
...,. ~ as i1 did res die Oraap Lille BJI.T A(,...,..;..,. FNim - I i... -
prv-,ldal, it IJ'P"I".., thio ,... silllf'ly nc.a wadaled or laic4 """"-• I wiD al: dlO 
quelllon ha<, doc, MTA hlvt dli, illfonnation1 If ,o, l»w- i1 ~ or-.1-' mt 
., !ht '11oos1 Qi..,, tha1 MTA olili-' lhc,... t,p< of~ IO tiat ~ 11,o °lloll" 
°'""I< Lioe All<m>li'tc tmdllle • MOS- Ahcnuti,.., which Im....-._,_..,. 
(Me Fipre, -A-1" OIII! "A-3" fo, the "£1111" 0raoce Linc and Fi- "A-2" f..- 1llo "MOS" 
-). wt,y did MTA.,. a dill'erent-aci po,a,rially __..,.. at i... ~ 
- rndbo<loloay 1a tirn, 1hc Rope! Bm troYel 1ima1 

7'. Tliord'orc, I look my own ut OU1 10 Wunct' c ..... md ,_, Ill)' own - _, ~ 
"""'!be bus nwl time -1d be 

76. I pa,fom,cd rm«,.... oo tile DRFEIR V-,r Rapid e ......... - Ibo w.,., C
Tlllllil Hub 10 Ille Victo,yNond i-..ctioa.,. lho ......_ ol Mm■iky, No,allba IS, 
beci...,. 11 appn»iinakly Ml p.m. ud mcndina for over one-· nil iJ, mOOI dof'tanely, 
• ~ n1'h bour pcri<,d w 1nm. ..,.. rar lisbta d>on would be npocl<d cbWlc ~ 
()<nods, lhe..i,y matinl timed nvd period, lik<ly sipiJ!canly - dooo u.,y would be 
durina 1hc ""'°' aaivt ,i..,, ofridmbi,. In my,...._ I tnode .....,...,lo •ff'-to_...
the spec,d and cooditions al• bw: on 1tac llree(I, which is one reason wtly 1 ~ to ttot do 
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-
20-78 

20-79 

20-80 

- - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

To confirm whether the MT A reflected the 20% speed 
improvement for rapid bus (compared to local bus), a 
method using the ratio of VMT to VHT as provided by 
line in the transportation demand model is not 
dependable. The better method is to confirm the 
produced transit travel times directly from the model, 
which was done in preparing Table 8-8.6 (lower bound 
rapid bus travel times). 

To report the defined travel times in Table 8-8.6, it was 
necessary to manually extract and add together times 
from separate "links" in each of the defined paths. In 
the process of reviewing travel times to confirm that 
rapid bus did in fact incorporate an automatically 
calculated 20% speed improvement over local bus, it 
was found that there were errors in some of the 
calculations used in this table. Therefore, Table 8-8.6 
has been revised. The corrected information does, in 
fact, confirm that the rapid bus speeds are generally 
improved by 20% over local bus speeds. 

It should be noted that based on the revised Table 8-8.6, 
the east-west travel times on local and rapid bus routes 
appear unusually optimistic compared to the BRT run 
time. This is another case where the rapid bus 
alternatives were given favorable assumptions in the 
transportation demand model. 

Comment 20-78 
The MT A model did not use the specific routings for 
the ends of the rapid bus alignments. 

Comment 20-79 
See Response to Comment No. 14-2 regarding MT A's 
compliance with Mr. Rubin's Public Records Act 
Request. The MT A's model calculated the travel time 
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Responses to Comments 

of the Victory route from Warner Center Station Transit 
Hub to VictoryNariel intersection as part of 
intermediate calculations of the overall travel time of 
the RB Alternatives. 

Run time calculations for the Rapid Bus alternatives 
were solely based on the MT A transportation demand 
model and were never estimated using the run time 
model used to generate the busway run times. See 
response to comment 20-77. 
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Co■ ... uO.DJO'Elll.S .. fo....,,oValle)oloot•WalT-C...W. haeJI 
N..,t■krll,lCNM 

lhac ,_ <Mins null ..,.. (drivint • car "like• t,,." 4mins nah hour oo busy - is "'" 
........... 1--) 

n. As I cktcribt -. - lest.,.. for Ille ORfEIJl Vidory hpd a..,...,_ - """of - ~ Iii_,.. I timed. for Ill thm, of oJ,e,o, J ..-p<d IO be u fur and COISiS!mt 
u ~ including: -

A. A~looccclcnlofra11111op,,tum.......,,andbnl<t11,_""4,peods 
1in,ilor 10 11111 of tnmil buses, lod IJSi"I die - IOClnq,o for S.C-b for Ill ....... 
,_ ;~ .. 11111 dilf- caused by dilferina-, of tt,e dilTtm,t 
.,.l,icla med 011 diff....,. lliJPUIICIIII. 

8. M&linc ri)l!II- OIi ted lipu- tfu-difficoil- io I bm_ portio,,la,ly 
durins periods or•ip tnll',c !low, -b • dwil!s p,.l: '-n - only- there -
I ........... oi ci..- r-, ...--. lrlfTIC. As I pn,oticll -•for...,. 
life i...---• pal-., .,p,1....., oo~by-u .--sud> 
1tllaooo-d10T--ldbcmin,ely~. 

C. I did no< c.-l d,c po,led ,peed linoia. 
D, Tho w.,_ Caoer T-• Mall is 1<1 "I'~ 1be ha 1ay.,,.... """"oa lhc .._, 

lido" of 1be ,i.,.ii;ood iatcnooclioa 11 ~ and ~ Mall (lo<Uod 

_,mlldy half ... , - o-d i• ... - Ind ElWin"' 111< Nonh) - ..... 
is, lhe buoc, will Jt<1p 10 dixhorJ< and lood _, l,cf.,. they go ""'"'8h this 
i-. Tha.Kn, I lllu1od all of "'Y - lript 11 U.. ''liNil linc" (fie line 
pr«<dl,. lbe ..,,.li...:I in...-pul wbkb-should "°' proceed IIIHII lht 
,;pal """" -.,....• ID lheir diJ<Ctioe 0< a,c olberwi,c: olllhori«d) prcc,edifla lhe 
,--, lea>iof aod IIOni"I Ille~ - !ho lip'"'~ ""1m 

---· E. Al Ult CJll>tr a.I of the In!>, I IIOJ'l'Od Ibo IDIIOJ ~ my vdlic:lt po-4 1k "but 
line" II 1he .,..__ of Vidot)' ""'1 Vuicl. lfl hod lo,..., fo, o "red" I .. 01111i1 
illlfflrClioll, the 1i111iq cantinoina llllil iM Uell IIOMd .. ,,_. 111d 1 !WM<! Ille 
'1imit liK." 

71. My lhn< Cal n1111 for thiJ 1.71 mile cU- ...... 1:02, 4:37, ood 4:49 111i,_...=--t,, • 
•-ol◄:49 mi....,,...,...._ or U2 minws-oron.....,. spc,d oflnYCI of tlipdy om 
21 mplt. This is l®lllya rwia hip speed for• Moa this alipmettt. comidautJti,e ..,,,.,., 
of-aid lip,almd i~ aod it i> -, -ful to.,. If k <Nd be moinalood by a 
bos duriftg peat. .. - mid-day. f'C!iods . 

79. Doa MTA tl'ff 11111 lheot ,.,_.,. faiJly prodoc<d llld nli<I? Doct MTA ._ u.t 
~ ,_,. ICIQ duri1le lhc cw,,ma period wl,co tmljc - liahC. ecn,pwed IO niah lloan ond 
mid-day pc,iods, produc<d cnvol lime rmilll !hot -, lil:<ly lif"i£1Ca/\lly t!ionn tb1D if tbos< 
tco!I,.... ll<Jfomxd d\lrinibavier tml'ic ti,....? 
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- - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-80 
These comments all present infonnation about run 
times based on driving each of the rapid bus routes, 
documenting times and distances, and comparing to 
MT A times and distances. 

The MT A used 2020 as its planning horizon for its 
ridership forecasts, so travel times should also be based 
on 2020 rather than current-year travel times. As 
discussed in response to comment 20-20, future bus 
speeds are automatically calculated as a function of 
future highway speeds, based on factors that reflect 
observed data. 

As explained in the response to comments 20-28 and 
20-29, a separate run-time model is used when there is 
a separate operating environment to mixed traffic. 
Rapid bus run times is appropriately calculated as a 
function of highway speeds. 

For a discussion on MTA's model forecast accuracy on 
modeling run times for buses, see response to Comment 
20-33 . For the discussion on how the RB Alternatives 
were encoded into MT A model, see Response to 
Comment 20-78. ln addition, the data presented in the 
Revised FElR on the run times of the RB Alternatives 
are forecasted run times at the year 2020. Thus, 
comparing the commenter's "test runs" for a po1tion of 
the Victory Rapid Bus route does not offer a valid 
comparison. 
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C••-110,, DRFElR, S.o Frr■1o4o v,ae,, f.aM.W""' Tnall C1rri4o< 
Ne .. ■llu 21.111'4 

-
,.,.Jl 

to Now, llc,w Ions did MT A cak.ullk i1 -.14 -~ Li■c S..... 10 ,cl"°"" tlir w.,,_ 
c.mcr TIIIISit Hli> to Ilic bciinnhla e<• a-y p,,pc,T TWllin& io lbt "WWM ran..,.. 
ati-. tllol MTA bot ~ ro, incl""°" itt tllt Adn-.e ll«ord ( ... E,c!,i1,lt Vil); 
""f•IIIM111o!int- ... llCll-forthio- 1'°Nld ___ _ 

,...._ ,l Aolocill<o, Fipc A-1: R• Time for Blls Rapid Trumt (BRT)-21.1 Mi-~ 
-,, FElll Toobnioal Appa,di,t: Tnmir ad T .............. 15 AA 0)261 ud Fi- A-2: 
Rm! Tieo&i-lC for e..Rapjd T-•--Op,nbns S.S-. 1, AR 03266- ■,, for 
tnwl - Nonh H41ly,o,ood ,a Wmnu C-,, """I tile 1-. ._ the bloct" w...
rouu,&lipmon(-oe-.-lor-<Ulffl'II-. 

II. The tliird, - - McCormick Ra l-. Fl ... A-3: 36-Mi- Run Tiffie 
- ol"II• BRT ~ IS AR 03267- 11 Co< 119Wl bet....,, Wamc, C- 11111 Nonh 
Hollywood, lht dnetioe ,.. .. ~ for. 

ll. fo, n.cl - "Womer c-and -11u:r,,oy Sllr!" we Ila><. -row Tune Seconds" of 
103-orGMmiaamdO-. 

S3. ncr.<on,, .,._ my4:47 mimno....- oflho lirno.,oquit,,d Vl(10r)' 11..opd Bui b,,...10 
rn,,d _ ... WanoC....,.T.-;1Hwbto Ille~ r ... vicsoryllld Vlrid CM:Jthc 
insipid MTA al.,.- 11111 tk 1:43 mim,,c pn,jecboa dlat MTA 111a r .. ~ LiM ""°'" to 
mak.e-.Jiy tt,c ,omc 1lip, .,. how • dilrfflllCO oO:06 min111cuc<o11ds, or 3.1 ,......._ 

I◄. s-e .-. .. lialy .. Wllklnf, -Ho,,'"" lliis cilJmnce he 10 IMF. die Vi<lory "apd 
BIii takin& al-- times II laft& 11 t!IC 0nnp Uno i-s? EYCII the cwa .70 mile tall 
hITA ..,._i °" 111< Vio,ory Rapid Bu,'°""' for no valid J>Ull'O'< dona'I ._ IO api<;a 1 
dillfflnocdtislii1," 

ll. The rmdcn who lniaf,l a!ll llli1 an QffllCI la ~I ii. Rtfffling bK.t lO fipt A·3, 
die 36-Mimilt BRT Rta Time e.iimolc. - 1M "Lnadt Fcol" - Watf/1/S CCOlet 111d 
a......,. S1Nt or 1,200 r.. . ., ~ .61 -· The .....i di-. "" ""Y 
- i. 1.01 miles, or .'6 mile, -.o. no 3,200 foot Ii,- is u....,. - or-· 
Obvioosly, illlltainorctffllelOvavd 1.01 milatJ. ktlka1a1nvd.6I miles. 

16. Dom MTA ..,.,. 1h11 ,- dio1nlc r- tb< w-- CCIIICI' r ....... Hub ., Ille llmway 
-.na, in Fi- A..J Is__., Docs MTA qrec UW tho lim< 10 vavd mi, d- is ---oftlw mu,! 

17. Abo "°'c tlle "Sip Oday Sc<,aods" - lbcle poinls of II ,_ - .3 ......._ For 
111 CJm18< Uno bus"' IO t1ir.,..i, rcur siplized ~ ioclodiq crowna - major 
stmn all!ftlliud ....,.. ,11 di,..,.,., of"'"'' (Conop and Viclory) with only !I NC<>nd, of 
sipl delay it ,imply no180"'1110 looppen. On o,y lC$I triP1 tlOfltl IM ro,,1<. I gmerally hit "J<d 

©Metro 

San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 
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Comment 20-81 
Please see Response 20-80. 

Comment 20-82 

20-81 
Please see Response 20-80. 

20-82 
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C•■-O,, lllU'1.III, SH fcnoMe V1llo7 ta.I-Wal TrHIN c.nw. 
N .... berll,:l:004 

-
... )S 

liat,u." ■ndofta>lona-11 thot, ""' 1cm& "'°of aloe 1$ IIIRc i--, ~ 
ErlliliVwl, and Vlri<Wi<IOry. 

U. Doa MTA •- !bot II""°""' of ,:ipaJ doi.y 1i1M 10 ... tliroop .. r.. ..,.u..d 
mtmoxtiom aloo1 lhi1 ■Ii- is sill'Nnc..ty _,..tocl? Hao MTA .,_ ill - "laJ 
-""' ICSII? Ovto MTA open tho! th< City of Los AJ,ples Dqm.-., r............., -.Id....,. ii aoy typo of nffic si,-.1 priorily fo• U>is .,_.......,.pan;.,.., .. ~ 
Line rOUlc, similar to the ea,fy tri!'P"I of •..-• o, del■)'I o( "lods" tho! Mr A .., p...,...i 
for lhc Ono,ae LiDc BIISWay p,>por'l If ,o, wbot art tbt dmils of sucll traffli: pdorilica • coclo 
inlcnoclioc,. lnclodinJ thooe -- nlllftlll" ~ ror .... Walbr>md 1rip IO w-
C<Dla by Oranp: Linc-? 

89. I ran my own tfflS on tlio FEIR ar.n«c Linc alignment Eastbolmd - w._ C-, 111d 
recorded 1ilnn oC ◄:02, l:09, and l:30 min.,es:-. u avcqp of l:J-4 -· :4s, "' 
3.51 ,aiJsula-or l:A91ni-.,coond, Umitt ..... '"'-thantbc"A·J•~ 

90. Now, let "'...., ..,;11> Ille time clilliffllc< for tnm - w-- ea.. ad .Noni, 
Holly,,ood tllal Ml'A ,,._ in 1he DRFEIR - 1.6 10 6.7 .,,_as .. --- and 
- out VI< 3.1 nnuoes disadv~ tllOI MT A '-manufacllnd, -i we law■-.. 
dif'fcra,oe of 2.S 10 l .6 ,n;,,...,_ 

91. Now, ,oina bock IO the lhinl ""'P in my Appendi, V - Superior .Rapd B• Al.
S,ip:timpolod oo Oranc< Unr Ali.,.._ - l ....,ii thot, .,,;11, 111e .,,.,., __ hpid 
Bus""'""' 1 lay"" bet<. 11.opc1 8111 ,.;n be fiur.r r .... "" w ...... ec.... T-Hob III the 
Vici«yiVuid iMaxaion. Widt DIiiy- rist,I n,m lJld one chanp: ol dinctian far ll..,.i 8"', 
\'S. ,_ ripl and a left him far 0..- Lino - and"'- <1-a of-..,., 1--. lho 
riS,,, him from Nonhbound Varid ,_,.. 1ho Bus,_.y proper"'~ ad, Iha my 
-..,., o li~li'"'°" oC sipif>aatly lonp t1a/llc oipal dda)", - ~ Oi~ lff 
,.., ldlwitb? 

9'2. Api11, I did my own lal MIS, wbich pr,,duc,d 2:◄7, 3:06, and 2:)7 miooleuac:oads. and 
1\offlll< o!HO mim,tH, ,cconcb, or 2.1 ll'linulct, 

91. Dors MTA ogroe !hot 1bi,"" wa Ya!id ond podoced ....,_bl< .....i.s? 

9◄. The: "5"pcric,," Vi<l«y Rapid Bus al~ i1 aaually ◄◄ SC<Olldo, "".7 .,;,,,..,Jmler 
1han th< fEIR Onnee i.;,,. ■H--. not lilt 3:06 mi ..... :S«Ond, "-• - - IO 
be indi<ao,d. 

9$. l.,t's subn<1 obis .1 mlowes from the 2.S lo J.6 mimJta ■hove, and now"" are dow,uo I.I 
lO 2. 9 mllllll<I dilfm:n«, ■DC! lhol is wilh llavel tim• .,..,ur<m<ms don< durins • period wb<n 
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C..-OI DIIFDJI, Sa■ F-• V1U., tut-W• Tnnh Cofflffr ,. M 
Ho\ut ..... 21,JOl,I 

i,., tmcl speed& uc f11 hip<, 11w1 will be enc-dwioa w1>cn lhc - lllljority of
ttipl will be .... 

96. Docs MT A - 1M1 Ibo abav. ohlfl&c In lho dilrcm,oa ._...,, °"""' l.iae Mid Vlclo,y 
Rljlld 11w llnl tnd-,o.cd tra>d limes. 6"tl0 ,_ vlriooa adj-u dnclmed ,t.o.c. 11< 

valid! Dou MTA - O... if the time aiah t..i bom dome dwm, NIii bout llldlor mid-day 
pcrioda. - die libty molt -.Id be thot tllt - tmel times tict..... thele r,,o 
~-be-<'-1'! 

n. MTA ha pw<bual ip<Cial vduclcs IO..,..... ... lbe Onoao u..e. 60-r-, ~ 
C...puood - Ga._..i -.dli<lco - See Eltll,b;! VI. "Mcoro Raiad TcchnoloSf 11w 
wi1li ~-SiaodM,,,.. Li,,,,-, Bus Prolotypt U,n,aled Today in Nat1h Hollywocd," Oolollcr 1!, 
2004, "Of me 200 M<tto l.illa>, :U ,.;u b< ~ on lhc Metro en,... Lin<, , 14-fflile 
cxclu,j,_. T.-y doe io - in 200!." 

91. 60-footanialwed bulco. 50% lorw,r tltao ll>o_,.. "-icon-..:lud ,IO.fooc booea, "°"" 
IIMffOFI for -,.;u uu.il ...., moot -"ly !be '""""'°"""' SO% WIG' -
c:vryma""flllOily, H_...., thtte ue abo ~-

99. ID d,;sponi<ular, cnc .. _ c1i-,. ii th■c artiallatod bones on, .....,.i1y - •• 
-., tJw,. <IC).fooc i.-, all elx ......,...,,lea eq,al. lo fll<I. u it nm,-. lhc M,1r1> i.,,,,, 
bma - IO<C!- pcnonuaa: - dwll .,. tipificully leu lhu the bm 
.,,...;,,a-........tbJMTA iailscalaolmomofO...,.Lin<Nlllldlltimco. 

100. I.et a apio mer 10 Ti8"N' A-3: 3~ llun Tialt - of the 8ltT Manotives 
(IS AA 03267) ill Exl>lbll VIL 

IOI. Fial, i<l us cwnlnc: tho tr1 .. 1 tlnoe - r...,. A..,_ and Willnot A-. R,-lioc 
aaoa A•J, 011 tk ~JIC ii- is. wttically, bd-,. lhctc ""' "Sr.tioa,'lnt,ne::tioo" i,, the riJ!II 
co1-. ... -that 

A. no. di-"'"'-i the end pw,tJ it 2,100 f«I 
B. roa,, i, 1 Silllll Delay of 12 ,caoads II T &IIIJ)I - ""-'h .,..., 11111 die bm will 

b<aiadiis...,,.,._aSIOJ> 
C. 11loR is .. Sip! Delay II Wilbur • meaniq 1h11 lho bus will ,.,, be llq)pinJ at 

Wilblor far I traffic ,ignal 
D. 1oc Mwrn'"" Speed.,.... this.._ .,,II be ,s mfl' 
E. no.. 111 20 ICCOOd Dwell r.., "'TIIIIJ'I - ..toic!,.,..,,, !hot lho 1M ,.;u betin 

tloil --m>m I stltioll ...,, • and .., l),,c:11 Time Ill Win.,,, "1lich 111C1N 

©Metro 
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REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-83 
Please see Response 20-80. 

20-82 

20-83 
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- - - - - - -
c .. _., 0. DIIFtUt, SH renn<llo v.a., u.,1.w .. TIHIII Cwrioler 
N ........ ll, ?004 

-
....... 

Ihm: is ... ""1ion OQ ..... end o{ .... ....-- -· ........... _ 'be 
"""""'8'1 wrn.., ror • 1110C111 

F. TheT-iTimcs.c:..d■",o,,._thi,dislulc<is.!2-(-11y,.!l.l7) 
G. The (IV ..... ) Speed is J.!.-49 .,.,. 

101. Daa MTA ,.,... that oi..-. p,a<nllbOn it o r....lly CC>ffcct ,__aft. ... 
from "A,l'1" 

100. Now, Id us"'"' 10 Exl»bit vm, 1pocilically my calculation■ ror t. T- 11> w~ 
,..,..... of lht °'""'" Line, ...S 1hc H~-..,,,.,... ror die ~ Liao .,_,_ 
Tbe,e calailatlcn-. m.lde of lhc bais of dola tatm from di: bid~ ,pcillollly Tlb 
3, "Vdlidc f'cnonnoncc." of 1""1b A-;a,, Bus lodu■lri<o, die .._.. - ill 11m 
compmrion for Ille Mdro U,,,, 60-loo< bmcs lillr MTA is plant,ifta ...... • dio OnlrF 
Linc. lllcoe.,.,. be ro.tnd in Exllil>il IX, ,pccif!Cllly dJC 10b1c bqjmina • ,._ aidilo of poft .! 
Ind U1'IMlint! 10 - 6, -ALLISON TltAHSMlSSION orv - v ..... F.U T1wllle 
Acc,lcnlion - Stvt ..;,I, e ..... l.cckcd - Cl..,J, Fon &pp!," Tilil ii - ii oommonly 
- u I "Timc-Spcccl-Di ....... " T■blo, ~ - - -_ 111d .,_ - fed o( 
lmd, it ..tea l!li> prticul■r ba 10 !<KIi l spocifmd Spo<d wilb 1 "'(),-Lotd" oti-a.,n aa 
lewt .,.,...i m>111 a dead ,top. This i, th, !Ible to ut,lu., IO cldennint 1-i..,. it wiU 11b I bus 
....... , • spocifled di-from • dead II0!>-

!0.4 lloa MTA as- lhl1 it i, _, 10,.;i;..,,~is iabl< rort11eoc 1ypaof1t1aly1il? lfllOI. 
wllatthoald'bcahcm!? 

105, We lmow lhM ~ di- 10 be 1r ... 1oc1 i, 2,700 feel ...t lbol thc 0,-. tine 1ucs will 
be swtiJii from I IIOp Oft this...,,, ..... ,0, JOint 10 lht "dill ft" (di__,. ill led)-. - p! 
doM it umfl ..., ,_h 2.700 feel. We find 111111 ii will ue tlm bus .!l.16 _,.. IO 2.)C7 Nit 
and '6.13 lffilGds III CO\ff 2,716 fa!. UsiJC simple illlelpOlllicl!, .: lilld 11111 ii ..;u Ille IMs 
bus. - full accdcnlioa, """""'lmalely !5.92 ,.._,, to ..-.111e end vfd•• 2,700-.,
- wllich ii 4.0.! tealllds me.-. ""'1 Is cola,llled in Ille MTA nm titne modd11• (Admily, it will 
tatc1bit1-llln1hi1. MTAllosllipwn,damaxinnn,poodof4'•tlti"""1111o°"
Lioe ~ond. -t!lc-.. .---.,., \ba Man,1,-,.,._ -1d 
be: doin1 just under 4. mp, what Ibey racbcd Wilbur II lhc end of the --, 10 Ibey "'JI 
ho..: 10 eilllor ""P -llling "'- they ,ach 4' r,pll or Jlow - li«ft a llist,dy hip, 
speed IO pi lhmqb 1hc - for this poni<-ul.w _,.., dli• dillm,,ce ia lime is m.iaor 
Ind ... u bc: iano,ed.) 

""Total Time~,. inclta!t Sip,ll Dr.l•yTlnw ll'ld OwellTHW'llel• •llioN.11 tlit.t.. Maatlhl 

........... "'""-tt Fip111:A.Jtowtiib•lltin:lOdwt1CatnKOOOII, tt.vc-reca.~1liie._....to...,.,...._:na 
ac:ticdM 1Mt w, bt b»d ill El:blb~ \,U 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

- - - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-84 
Please see Response 20-80. 

Comment 20-85 

20-83 
Please see Response 20-80. 

20-84 

20-85 
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- - - - - - - -
c--o. DRFlla, S.1 f<r-• Va..,. C-.WIOI T ..... CerrWw 
,... ...... n,1904 

.... v 

A. Tho <tiJamce bc!-, lhe end poi11b •• 6,l.lO feet 
B. Tllm: I• 1 Sipal 0.11)' 11 Wbilo Ook - wliicl, ,_,,. lhol the ti. will bo ...,,,..i 111 

lllffio~IObcpllllitJOp,cn! 
C. Then, is. s;.,,., Delay II 0.lboo - -.. lhl, the .... will bc JIOllllirlS". -

sipallOadlml..,,,_ 
D. 'lk-SpeedCMlrlhitoe_,..willbcJS,np," 
E. nm. i, DMll T;-11 While Ou,•-• e.., Mlich - a --.,Pol 

boll, tbc lqimina. bul ... Ibo aid, of !he ......... 
F. ThoTOIII Ti1M Seconds ID._ l1lis dlJtance is 120 -(....a,,. 119.9") 
0 , The(--.) Sj)eed is 30•4 "'"" 

112. Dea MTAasrec dal lhe-pttl<OIOl!oois afoelllally-1•11-..flhedalll 
rr--11.w 

113. A, "'Y calallatioft ia EAAibi1 VII sloows, in 111is ..,.....,,., lbe ""Y low-al_._ 
,_. lllM tbe M<tro liMr Jtql>ires ◄,926 of tbe -1 6,1.lO loel of 111n .._..lo,-- 5' 
mph. T1lis, and die - ol lhc 3.684S mph/- tale of lnkiac Ii-, Ille C...... ID 1.-d 
C...)<lll lCpnenl. 11tmla1oSimo111 IICl"'1 oeamc,,1 tra""1 _ _,23 Kcoadl loo&w"'-MTA 
liosWWll<d. 

11◄. Does t.rrA apa: with lftY ealallotion7 If nat, ,.tio, an iu olljoe"-""' .... .
cond.- "°"Id tt chw? If MTA ollm up difT.-dau andlo, Yaiua. 1bm ..try - 1101111is 
fflllerial pn,d>lced by MTA la rapon,r to my Public R.ecordt M r<quell oa this Mljcl? (See 
E.hibil XVIII.) 

I IS. Thae is - lddilioaoJ ,_ Chai may ..... fur1bcr _, time - compand far 
ICl\lll <lraofC LiDe opaaliom o,v MTA'1 tal<WIOOd 1111\'d ~ Al lbwc ~ wt.. 
me.. arc both ~I 1imcs ond sip,al delays II Ille samc, kxatioa -~ lWla, Sq,ulwda. 
Woodma,i. and Valley Collefe- the t,,,.a wiU octually SIOp rwla1, tho flnl 111111 .... ~ 
the trafl'oc sipl. tho"""""' lime """"' doey rad, llx ~ ["1- all 0,-. Lino-. 
and Ill bal Supulvedo ia lbt EaSlbound dilKlim, an, "far side" statiom, .......... tllC)' arc on 
the ·rar side" of a traff,c sipaJ ro,.., _.,,. bus). IC Ilka-. "wl,ielc ia ""'°""" !lee to...,, ... tnlf,c !ipl, 1hc!I ...., - • -· ,. • """' dis&ance, and - IIOp ......... 
thin 10 siffl(lly I" thlwp, tllC intmclclioa II sp,ed ~ OIOppi1la 1111d dim aaly ..,, II die 
lllli""- , ... ..-.bk to de1mnille bow the MTA "A-l' • otl>er""' time clkalallom ... 
tl,js ,inmioa, ;rat all and. lhaefore, "-made no adj- ror ii. "°""""'· rrom 1"hll cllla 
Iba~ aod I.ave been able to ....ty,,,, I do 1101 believe tlw thett i> 11 upli<il '4-for tllis 

l.lnlittttw·lU ..._. .. ,_tine~ bthit"'~,.._ • wlilich----• SS ... ...,,._,... 
....... O-.lloc-•oldocJO--•N11-byMTA,j;d-1"o-->S•
IMJ("8lffll ..... o,.~_ 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 
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20-88 

20-89 

20-90 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-89 
Please see Response 20-80. 

Comment 20-90 
Please see Response 20-80. 

The bus signal priority provided by the City of Los 
Angeles is that (a) provision of priority for far-side 
stations is more beneficial for both transit and traffic 
flow due to the typical very short "green-hold" time 
(the City's loop detection allows for very precise timing 
to avoid unnecessary impact on cross-traffic with 
typical green hold times of just over one second); and 
(b) allocation of priority time to the single Orange Line 
will be much easier than allocation of signal priority to 
many more Metro Rapid lines (both in tem1s of 
numbers of lines and intersections, and the competing 
needs of these lines and intersections with attendant 
impacts on central signal control processing of 
continuous interventions). The deployment of BRT 
with far-side station locations preferred is consistent 
with industry best practices. 
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- - - - - - -
c--o. DllFDI. Saa F......,•• Volle)' i-wat Tnoult Corridor 
Ne,,e,.1,orll,2004 

-
,.,. 

focw ill "A·3" « lht OChcr 11111 limc pn,;a.. 111d I - lllllble IO deleraille -..t1eR any 
hnpid1 adjasl r« dis fllCIOr-ld be peri,nnod la"'-F;pa. 

116. Ill the "A•3" 111111 Olhet 0...,, line ad-....... .wt 1m1e ~ls._.,,., 
~-for .:II "double IIOp" ahlltlGM,., dacrillod ~? If ,o. how - 111i1 ._ Mid 
whll ~ 1111 cal<uloriou1 How mucll lime - MTA beline tdj- fer 1bcse -
-.p" qa,am .....W ..ict 10 thc O,-. Linell!ld-lH,od 11'11wf limos? 

117.1 ............. --the - times lilr ~ oftbo )S di-....,._ cla,e 
a.-LinlliNcdOftFi-A-3"'4 fomldlhalMllaWl ._b ~fcr,-of-by a_, o<_,......i, 21-,.., ....... vi ~DAi,-l .; .. _,.for-~ of tho 
dine. bis...,,,.dlotd,o _,.adikd..-1-r«ol 3, ....,,_ ww1c11,c.,,.,_ 
(a -i ol)i,---, or,;-----), M if thc........., - ...., -
---a-,lowfi-- 1heft.----bcoddod1oth<encko-cndtm1<ltuw. 

111.trn_, __ ,"""_,""°-.-beaddod. 
119. Doa MTA -1flal lbulowa niae of......, of.lllcMwa Lhlu b-. will Jodd ml
- ............ the °'"'1p Une7 !ta h -OIIY4olerminllioo olbow mocb .....W be 
lddcd IO dte mo-lHl!d -1 tlme due to dis faclor? If IO, - ii 1h11 '"h,c7 

120. TlllUl - lo Eml,it Vll. lee • do a <AXnJ101n011 ol r;,.... A•l: Rm ri... E1bm110 for 
Bas Rapd T_,it CBRn - 21.1 MiDaCe, i.-r Bound am A•2: R• Time for Bui Rapid 
T,-it Mlaimuni ~Sesmm-

121. I will 1'ypochai,c thot MTA fa-.d die "A,11" BRT. e "limed" in fi,ae A.-1, over die 
Mini-Opentin, Stplffl. IS "tiralS" ii Fil!D' A-2. Lei 1IS Me how die timint IXlft tMI 
~ ,-ived........tiat dilfm"11-• ._. l'or this llypotJ,esiL 

12:2. Finl, u nplalnedal>oY<_ in A•l, MTA ........i thot lhc Clwmdlcr Bownad operation, on 
bolhsidosof._._l Caayoa-beu so-iss mpi. insadofthc l! mpbthotit t.d..,ud 
10 HI tloe DEISIOEIR. 11le ,.._ ro, this JWticlllar.,,,.. ,my be one of limlat - - the -
- lhe booooa ...,. of Fi,- A•I, "24-Ma)"OQ." - - run,- bdon the ........ of the 
DEISIOEllt II oppean lhat tbe clociNOII to lllow down tloe ~ 1.lae buoes 011 CJwml<r was 
made-FigureA•l -prepan,d.llld-fotp- orothorwiotoqltcled-1Drnue i1. 

123. Doc, MTA-thal the spociflCl1iMofmaimtn op:lllina,.,... OQ Chooolu in Cll«SI 
ofthc: pootedspccd liariloflS -inc:orroct to llOC ia Fi ... A•I? JftJ,c c:orrffl topspc,ed
"'ilit<d, bow midi ti!DO-"l hlw becn addcd7 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - -
20-90 

20-91 

20-92 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-91 
Please see Response 20-80. Before MT A accepts the 
articulated bus, the bus OEM is required to certify that 
the bus it built meets the vehicle performance specified 
in the contract. 

Comment 20-92 
Please see Response 20-80. 
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- - - - - - -
c.. .. 1ao. l>IIFl:IR.SM ffnHff Vollry East.WmTraaoll Cwrillor 
No. ...... 22,-

-
.... ,. 

114. 5cc>ond.1etusac10ux-""4oflllc lillcad_""' .. .....,._,...... 
,..,_ r ..... 0.Sooa'VNid 10 w--c-11111 do-..~., ..... ""'-A·l, 
fo, Ille •11111•• BRT °""I< Lint, Md A-2, fo, diem-~ - (MOS) MT. 

m . Nola lbat ux IOCII ~ ii 1br ..,. in bollt • 1.26 mila - """ .. .,,_ ii -• ,-...u-. fonhc tMcclana,u .. lllo- --'1, .l4,...t l.11cnia--blt ... .W., 
tinoc"(doc IOlnlfllc • ...,,)is dilT-.a Wof4$ _ (..,dlc"full" BRTiafifwc A•I, 
bot• ..i of 63 UICClll<ls. o, IS - ,-. Jo, lhl Fif,n A•l "MOS" -

126. !low ca IWO <vido,oly ---. ...... die - -. - - -i, 
clilTcm,tnpcrimc<s-nflk ,ip,111! £--~ .... ~ ...... -
...-.. "A·l"buocstum ofl'ofdw: 8-y, i.. tho "A•2" - -. a ldl tff of V'~. • 
Ille besi1111U11of'lhi1-- _ ....,._ .,._ losical _ for_.,.,.,,_ ia 

<im-a" bllt. die wry_, of lht - ..i.- uxy - bOtlo ... ..... - -
strms for• sipillcanl - · Whol Is MTA'1 explomDoa t.. II,- din..- i,, ....... 
lilncslawhll-10boidmli<alopcr11q--.-..., 

127. This IS-difl'elfflcc it noc. MlnlofibdC. alllljorfaelor, NII ii--a-,, 
,,_. and ""'1SUl<III ~ that is found lhroupout 1116 l'EIR a Dltflll. • ...,.......,. Is 
an mor. • m-. or• dilf.-of any type, ic alway, -.111e MTA p<11:md ~ 

LiDc "'""'""""· 
12S. Thac diffcm>octdo ooc duoo1ly iffllllCI Ille,... .. ..,,.......,.._ __ die 0... 
Lille and ViclOry R>pid Bu, - Olhu - 10 m ...... a,.- o(bd,ov;o, • bot 1bcn: is 
IGrlltlhq oo "A•l" dial don opac:, it la 1he "MAX Speed" col-. - k •3,- (q,11) 
--,i-a for th< ICp,cnb llom Bd>oo/Viaoly 10 Daolo/Vicoo,y, - doe "A-l" 
MOS buoes .. _...,i•-t-,_,,,.lnllkCO!VidoryBowa-.d,a-ofS.14 mila. 

129. The lldlal ,pecd limil oo diio .._c/Via«y BcNkMnt a40mph. 

130, And !Iris is ....,Jy the - .-!1111 lhc Vicc«y Rapid Bu,cs 1"111 bo ~ • ...... 
!Ml tho Vic<o,y Rapid S.. ,_ .-.ds £1111hcr £aol '"'Vic""Y, IO llasbll, M aM....r 1.,0 
miles. bom t11r 40 mp11 ,p,ed limit ..,.. - io J5 ..,._ for • -i of_,,-,. 6.64 
milos -• Ille speed~,,.;, r« llx Vi<1cry Rapid Buses is hip-MTA ,_ lllili>od. The 
«> mpli tp,ed lifflo adllolly cttends to Cooop in lhe War, .......,. loq blook. bu! .,.•u i-
1hal forCJW c,m...c-. 
IJ I. 1 do 1101 i.vc lhe d<Wl<d alfOIUl'IO tt,qlli1<d IO-lne Wldly llow a>adl tiaw thu •ra,, 
d,an ,pec,d limil" speed muiaioo adclod 10 llx Rap;d Bu 1rip times for lllis ....-, oo I will 
.,. a simple -- To oa\'d 6.M mil"' at I C<ll>lUDI """"' of lS mpli. 11 "'"' 11.31 
mi11111<$; -~ mpll. It lake59.96mimlcs, • dilTrmlccor 1.42-... Becoim lbe lM<swill 
be Inking and ocoelcnJi"' fm stop, and fa, tnffic sipal1. llxy wiU - be nw:fula II a 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-93 
Please see Response 20-80. 

Comment 20-94 
20-93 Please see Response 20-80. 

20-94 
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c .. -o,, Dllnla,S.. r...-Va..,. r...l'' .. T......, ~ .... 
"-•wll,HM 

-.O,np,,ool«',1 ... -lh<.42--(25__.,)-,djal-, .. _il_ 
milNtc.cwn. 

1J2.My-...i-1cli><d1111noo1nowmidclcoflhi<-o1"v-,...i1 ... -
lllil-ot-.t ____ ""'""'.,,,.._,_ lca•y-a..,., .... « 
C>CBfidalccllln,w-mejarilyollll<tlac,,..only,._ .... ...., ... _..,_40 
mph -1d ha¥C CM1 Vidof)o h 111<-.r ofbeilll ---by 1 -~-y --Ill. DoosMTAIIRt1111111M -.lllm~w Vidory ___ I•--• 
~nolllcWOllis40,npl,IOll1'111i1_--,Y ....... J,ffll)llil ... A.r,-liao 
c:alwlatioo1 How mu did 1llia mo< i,opropaty add 10 w ,_ .... 1 w • ._ io-~ 
li>oil.......,.... ....,._iy iodlldod .... ,. -~ r.r v-,.-..11111 Wen 
11 .. ,..,.,..........._r .. -ll.a,icla...~ ... .,thc llrocAllm,oiiwo...,~ 
impoaodby.,..,.,.,....,....1;,,,;i,7 Jf,o,whi<•1 ........ __ .. .,._, 

134. na. ii•...,. ,..,m,-~ 111a1 • ~ u .. ..w be., --Ml'A;. 

projcc1NII, r.r - 111ae...,. w '° .. - .._ --· no,_ 1a ..,.--. pouibm1y 1lla1 1 ~i;fl - o( IM-,._.-..Clv~ -. .-. a 
fowida will lco4 io 0 _ _,, _....,. ,;p;roc..i,-. .,..,. ~•-••1'111 __ .-.....,......,..-,__..,........,.,,poa1s.,, .. o...,.. n;,• 
is - io - .tco,;t no ray - 11 11"1' 1.4.IH, Scctioe M .13 s.t.ly ad 
Securily. -. bul lhe lhon ......., ii 1ho1 .,,.,. ;, ....,. ..,. ...,_,. lib dtis io lie Unhed 
Slll<>,in M;...~Oooe.flonda. Md ill--,y ~led• a11-,--.,. 
,. . ........ ...,.,ollpde<,..;,,p.wNloo,b«,illtl,-,,fo,1/wbllftt,,.-.. -
Ille .,..,,_..,..lkziwey ii die U.S. llal had ll1is ,.--iy ....... --. ........ , 
cc,mp1<1<d-of1Q"f<otu.ouet,-• .,,....-..__,._..,ii. MTA 
i,.,..,baffl Jo, ,ay;ng 1hal ii ca-,baf!- tzr.uod1U1R<h"""1y ,-.,~ illq,lclilw 
"l'<fflDll,poods,CIOboi~. 

IJS. Fioalfy, 1hcr. i, ono: la,o _,.. problem from,_ - ~ ,_ -
- MTA - Cllobli,l,;ng I.inc no . .... Wilsllir<-\1/llinier ~ Dus ....... Clly"' Los 

......... o,_,. of Tri----... .... - lipalfllc ...... - .. -•fllli1 lint, OM ol-dlup _tlio _____ primily • ..-10 

Rapid Butel,...,. -.,_·,.p!11/1 forlhcbm-belrla<rod n,ly0<-sip1mc"'1dod 
10 ■Dow die - 10 ._,. die usi,,. H.,..,.., I.A-DOT a1,o made c.,... 10 o. ""8\o 
,.,.i...,.......pan,monWilslurodialdNlnot....,...lhe~ .. u.-...i 
·-1oop· dct- - to~ - ;ndM!ml .-., !,, ~ ..... la Ibo 
simple,t 1mm. IJ.-OOT cllu,...t Ille ......J __,. aipw • - ... ..,.i..,ci 
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-
20-94 

20-95 

20-96 

- - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-95 
It is not expected that there will a high rate of accidents 
due to the operation of the BRT Line, and thus there is 
no need to slow down or stop the buses at each grade 
crossing. The buses will, for most of the route, be 
traveling parallel to an adjacent east-west street, and will 
be approaching the cross streets at the same time as 
adjacent traffic. This cross-Valley travel will be 
controlled by synchronized traffic signaling, enhancing 
the safe operation of the busway and all intersecting 
streets. (In addition, see Responses 20-80, 20-189 and 
20- I 95) 

Comment 20-96 
Please see Response 20-80. 

The City of Los Angeles did update the signal 
progression along to minimize unnecessary interventions 
by the control system to provide Metro Rapid priority. 
The changes did not fundamentally change Metro Rapid 
operating speeds, but rather simplified the signal 
processing for the City, given the very frequent Line 720 
service along Wilshire Boulevard. 
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Metro REv1sED Fe1R 

- -
20-96 

120-97 

20-98 

20-99 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-97 
MT A did not perform run tests on the Metro Liner bus 
on San Fernando Valley East-West Transit Corridor 
because construction of the corridor was not yet 
complete. Generally the bus OEM works on the torque 
and power curves of a power plant to attain the required 
vehicle performance. 

Comment 20-98 
As project progresses, details of its operation are 
negotiated and refined. As stated earlier, policies for 
transit priority/pre-emption may be modified in the 
future which can, in fact, move the travel time of the 
project closer to the way it was originally envisioned. 

Comment 20-99 
The methodology to calculate rapid bus travel times was 
strictly based on its relationship to highway speeds. 
There is no sinister attempt to make rapid bus travel 
times any slower. The model did not include any time
consuming turnarounds at the ends of the route, so if 
anything assumed more favorable conditions than what 
may tum out to be in actual operations. 

In terms of the comments on model sensitivity with 
respect to travel time, fleet size and ridership, the MT A 
model was documented and accepted by FT A during the 
course of Eastside LRT Full Funding Grant Agreement 
process. The sensitivities of the model are directly 
related to (I) the coefficients of travel time components 
assumed in the model, as well as (2) the modal shares in 
the travel market. The former had been scrutinized and 
considered within accepted range by the FT A. The latter 
were based on the observed data from regional travel 
survey and on-board transit surveys. 
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San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - -
20-99 

20-100 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-100 
We could not find "Vehicle Performance" section in the 
DRFEIR referenced in Rubin's comments regarding 
"24000 lbs weight on drive wheels (38. l %.)" As a 
result, we are unable to confirm if the "Gross Vehicle 
Load" defined in American Public Transportation 
Association 's Standard Bus Procurement Guidelines 
was utilized to produce 24,000 pound load on the drive 
wheels and 63,050 pounds "gross vehicle weight." 

MTA acknowledges California Vehicle Code Section 
35554. Before the bus acceptance by MTA, the bus 
OEM has to certify that the vehicle's axle loading meets 
federal, state, and local codes and regulations. 
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East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - -

20-100 

20-101 

20-102 

- - - - - - --~esponses to Comments 

Comment 20-101 
MT A does not conduct an axle load test. It is the bus 
OEM's responsibility to conduct an axle load test 
among other tests in order to certify that the vehicle 
meets federal, state, and local codes and regulations. 

Comment 20-102 
While acknowledging California Vehicle Code Section 
35554, MTA takes no legal position on this vehicle 
code. Veh icle certification to federal, state, and local 
codes and regulations is the bus OEM's responsibility. 
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Metro REv1sEo FEIR 
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20-103 

20-104 

20-105 
20-106 
20-107 

120-108 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-103 
The bus OEM is obligated to certify vehicle 
confonnance to federal, state, and local codes and 
regulations. We do not anticipate changes in the service 
frequency. Hence there would be no increase in the 
capital and operating costs of the Orange Line when 
compared to the Rapid Bus alternatives. 

Comment 20-104 
As mentioned in the Board item # 29 (adopted at the 
July 2004 Board meeting), the City of Los Angeles 
expressed their concern that SOJV did not consider the 
projected weight of the 60 foot articulated buses in the 
calculation of TI using the Caltrans method. 
Accordingly, MTA and preliminary engineering 
consultant, STY Inc, re-evaluated the TI value. Based 
on re-evaluation, it was concluded that the methodology 
used in calculating the TI value of 9.5 was incorrect, and 
that the TI of 11.0 is the appropriate design parameter to 
use for the busway. Caltrans methodology uses 
Equivalent Single Axle Loads (ESAL's) generated by 
Truck Traffic, which consist of average axle loads 
(measured at weigh station) of various combination of 
three axles vehicles, ranging from empty pick-up truck 
with trailer to fully loaded truck. However, for the 
pavement design of the bu sway (no truck traffic), MT A 
undertook additional measures to ensure that the 
Caltrans 20-year ESAL's projection were properly 
adjusted to address a bus only exclusive facility. The 
City of Los Angeles Pavement Evaluation Design Unit, 
and Caltrans Headquarters Division of Design Office of 
State Pavement Design, were consulted on this issue and 
also concurred with the revised TI calculation method. 
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If\ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Comment 20-105 
The manufactures estimated gross vehicle weight rating 
of the proposed 60-foot articulated bus at the time when 
TI was re-evaluated is as follows: 
Front axle - 14,780 lbs 
Middle axle - 21,080 lbs 
Rear axle- 27,120 lbs 

Comment 20-106 
What data was utilized in the determination of the 
necessity to upgrade the busway pavement? 

Traffic Index (Tl) and R-value. The 60-ft articulated 
bus has 3 axles - each with different loads, the 
combined loads of the 3 axles are used to calculated an 
ESAL, which is then used to determine the total 20-year 
ESAL's, which is then used to determine a Traffic 
Index used to design the pavement. The R-value is 
determined by soil analysis. 

Comment 20-107 
What passenger loads and vehicle weight and axle 
loads for all three axles were assumed? 

The estimated passenger loads and vehicle weight 
at the time when TI was re-evaluated is as follows: 
Peak hours - 100% seated plus 12 standing (53,861 
lbs) 
12,933 lbs front axle 
15,593 lbs middle axle 
25,335 lbs rear axle 
Non-peak hours - 50% seated (47,465 lbs) 
11,190 lbs front axle 
14,895 lbs middle axle 

21,445 lbs rear axle 
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20-111 

20-112 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-108 
Calculation of run time is addressed in various 
responses to comments (for example, see responses to 
comments 20-20, 20-28, and 20-76). 

Comment 20-109 
The suggested variations to extend the Shennan Way 
route in the RB-5 Alternative are not considerably 
different from the analyzed RB-5 Alternative. See 
Response to Comment Nos. 20-50 through 20-55 for a 
discussion on how the suggested variations to extend 
the Sherman Way route are not considerably different 
from the RB-3 Alternative. See Response to Comment 
No. 6-3 for a discussion on suggested variants that are 
not considerably different from the RB Alternatives. 

RB-3 and RB-5 were configured to best test the 
alternatives proposed to the Court. RB-3 followed the 
proposal to provide three east-west lines serving the 
North Hol lywood Metro Red Line station. The COST 
proposal recognizes that the major destination in this 
area of the San Fernando Valley is the Red Line and 
service from all three corridors was modeled to provide 
fast and attractive service to the North Hollywood 
station per the proposal. Other alignment extensions 
would have provided minimal additional ridership 
access while increasing the travel time to this key 
destination and additional operating cost. RB-5 called 
for a full network of north-south and east-west services 
spaced across the Valley. Existing transit services in 
the areas east of LankershimNineland to downtown 
Burbank and south of Sherman Way/San Fernando 
Road to the Burbank Media District (have had 
significantly lower patronage than the other core areas 
of the Valley. In the interest of developing competitive 
alternatives, RB-3 and RB-5 were modeled to provide 
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the best balance of ridership and costs. Note that 
MT A's adopted Metro Rapid expansion plan does not 
include services in these areas from the Valley. 

Comment 20-110 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
why Sherman Way route as part of the RB-5 
Alternative is reasonable route. 

RB-5 does not include a Sherman Way Metro Rapid 
line; however, RB-Network alternative does include a 
Sherman Way line and assume that the writer is 
referring to this alternative. The "just plain bad" 
Sherman Way alignment closely followed the COST 
proposal recommended to the Court. As noted in 
comments to 20-109, the service east of Vineland and 
south of Bob Hope Airport have historically been low 
performers for transit and nothing in the review 
indicated that extending the Sherman Way line to the 
Burbank Metrolink Station, Burbank Media District, 
and Universal City would have improved the cost 
effectiveness of this line and alternative. 

Regarding inclusion of the Vanowen Metro Rapid in 
RB-3, this was also done to provide the Court and the 
MT A Board with the results of this alternative proposed 
by COST. As the writer notes, the other alternatives 
tested provide various results for different iterations of 
these scenarios. MTA did not think that RB-Network 
was an optimal alternative, but wanted to test it for the 
Court. The key elements in RB-Network (notably 
Victoiy and Sherman Way) were also tested in 
alternative RB-3 and Victoiy in RB-5 as well. 
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- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-111 
See Response 16-3 for a discussion on the same 
variation suggested by the commenter here. 

Please see Response 20-100 for additional infonnation. 

Comment 20-112 
Staff concluded that the RB-3 and RB-5 alternatives 
offered by commenters were reasonable and worthy of 
additional analyses. With the analysis based on 2020 
projections of population, land use, and travel patterns, 
streets that may not currently warrant service may do so 
in the future, and are therefore worthy of study and 
analysis. 

Regarding Chander Boulevard, it is four lane road 
(separated by a median) that directly parallels the BRT 
right-of-way and provides direct access to/from the 
North Hollywood Red Line Station to Van Nuys 
Boulevard. Rapid Bus service on Chandler would 
provide the most direct route to the Red Line station for 
travelers heading up from the south and transferring at 
Chandler. Chandler Boulevard also has numerous 
institutional uses, schools, offices, retirement homes, 
multi-family housing, and various intersecting bus 
services. ln the year 2020, the NoHo arts district is 
expected to not only be a major transportation hub, but 
also an important business, residential, and arts district, 
serving as both a trip origin and destination. 

Oxnard Boulevard was studied as an on-street 
alternative to the BRT during the DEIR. It provides 
access to a park-and-ride lot adjacent to the 170 
freeway, multi-family housing, Laurel Plaza, Grant 
High School, Valley College, the Van Nuys 
government and shopping districts, office and 
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commercial uses on Sepulveda Boulevard, and various 
intersecting bus services. 

Burbank Boulevard provides access to multi-family 
housing, commercial uses, Valley College, the Van 
Nuys business district, the Sepulveda Recreation Area, 
and numerous commercial and medical uses in the 
Tarzana area. 

Clustering Rapid Bus service in the RB-3 and RB-5 
alternatives was worthy of study in that people's 
propensity to use transit increases the closer the service 
is to their origin and destination. These alternatives 
offered very competitive scenarios to the BRT by 
providing a number of lines in an east/west direction 
that served to limit walking distances and the need for 
transfers. 

Please see Response 20-100 for additional information. 
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- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-113 
The commenter correctly notes that the decision to 
implement certain north-south Rapid Bus lines in the 
Valley was after the FEIR was originally certified. The 
FEIR did not consider the effects of these now-approved 
lines on the Project or its alternatives. The Revised 
FEIR used the same baseline, updating only if data was 
unavailable, in order to get the closest underlying 
circumstances for comparing the RB A lternatives to the 
Project. If MTA were to consider the effect of these new 
Rapid Bus lines, MT A would have to reanalyze the 
Project, requiring a rewrite of the entire EIR. The Court 
of Appeals did not require MT A to reanalyze the entire 
Project, but only to consider the additional alternative of 
multiple Rapid Bus routes. 

Comment 20-114 
The commenter attempts to compare the subsequently 
approved N-S Rapid Bus lines with those on the RB 
Network. See Response to Comment No. 20-113 for the 
d iscussion on why subsequently approved N-S Rapid 
Bus lines were not considered in the Revised FEIR. See 
Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A ' s reasoning for choosing the configuration of the 
RB-Network. MTA analyzed the RB Network proposed 
by COST and found that, with a few minor tweaks, it 
would provide a reasonable network of multiple Rapid 
Bus routes for analysis. MT A did not extend these 
routes to mirror those approved now because they extend 
beyond the Project area. In addition, the same east-west 
multiple-route benefit would not be achieved by merely 
incorporating these existing north-south Rapid Bus lines 
because existing transfer points are inefficient and take 
excessive time thereby detracting from their use for 
interconnecting public transit to the east-west routes of 
the RB Nehvork. 
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- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

The inclusion ofTopanga Canyon as an extension of the 
Metro Rapid was deemed inappropriate. First, the key 
demand point will continue to be Warner Center for the 
Ventura Metro Rapid. MTA has previously considered 
extending the Ventura Metro Rapid north to Sherman 
Way, but has had concern that this would make focusing 
service on Warner Center difficult and detract from 
ridership. As well, MT A was concerned that ridership 
north of Warner Center would not meet expectations and 
that operation of both short trips and long trips would be 
needed; something that violates the basic "simple route" 
Metro Rapid tenant. On very heavy lines like 720-
Wilshire/Whittier and 754-Vennont MT A has had to 
institute short lines for cost effectiveness, but doing so 
on a line with less frequency like 750-Ventura would 
add unnecessary complexity and degrade service. 
Consequently, MT A modeled the Topanga Canyon route 
separate ly. 

The COST version of the Reseda line was included in 
RB-5. MTA modeled what we believed to be the most 
cost-effective alternative for Reseda that was consistent 
with the COST proposal. The existing local service 
between the modeled end-of-the-line on Reseda and the 
MT A Plan version at Sylmar-San Fernando Metrolink 
has had significantly lower ridership than the core 
alignment along Reseda. 

The current 761-Van Nuys Metro Rapid does continue 
south to West Los Angeles. However, current ridership 
has been less than expected and line adjustments are 
being discussed at MTA. Thus the COST recommended 
alignment were modeled in the interest of cost
effectiveness. 
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REVISED FEIR 

20-114 

20-115 

20-116 

20-117 

!3esponse~_ to Comments 

The COST proposal was modeled to provide network 
connections between Ventura and Yan Nuys. 

MT A set out to test a set of alternatives that had been 
proposed to the Court. MT A recognizes that in some 
instances the COST alternatives vary from the MT A 
plan. MTA tested the COST alternatives because the 
MT A Metro Rapid Plan had not been developed and 
adopted at the time that the Final EIR was considered 
by the Board. 

Comment 20-115 
The commenter is correct that MTA considered COST's 
suggested network that provided the genesis for the RB 
Network Alternative. See Response to Comment No. 4-
2 for a discussion on MT A's reasoning for choosing the 
specific configuration of the RB Network. 

Comment 20-116 
MT A acknowledges the commenter approval of 
respecting COST's proposed Rapid Bus network. For a 
discussion concerning MT A's consideration of Mr. 
Rubin's prior letters see Response to Comment No. 20-7 
through 20-11, and Response 20-1 I 8. 

Comment 20-117 
The commenter's criticism of MTA using COS T's 
proposed Rapid Bus network as the basis for the RB 
Network is noted for the record. As an initial 
assessment, MT A modified COST's proposed network 
to make it more intuitively functional. Once the stops 
were identified, MTA modeled the RB Network and the 
results are presented in the Revised FEIR. See Response 
to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the three RB Alternatives to 
analyze in the Revised FEIR. See Response to Comment 
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San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

-
20-117 

Responses to Comments 

No. 20-6 for a discussion on the infeasibility of 
detennining the optimum assemblage of multiple Rapid 
Bus routes for the alternative. 
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20-119 

20-120 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-118 
See Response to Comment No. 14-10 for a discussion on 
consultation for developing the RB Alternatives. 

Comment 20-119 
The commenter intimates that transit planning conducts 
modeling to optimize transit systems. As discussed in 
Response to Comment No. 20-6, it is infeasible to 
determine the optimal transit system. Rather, transit 
professions utilize their own training and experience to 
select the appropriate transit system. Transit system 
development is not purely computational. MT A is not 
aware of any transit agency conducting numerous 
modeling iterations to determine the optimal transit 
system. 

Comment 20-120 
See Response to Comment No. 20-1 I 9. 
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East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

20-120 

20-121 

20-122 

20-123 

20-124 

20-125 

20-126 

20-127 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-121 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
analyze in the Revised FElR. 

Please refer to Response 20-112. 

Comment 20-122 
It was also important to go back to the time when the 
study was originally completed for an equal comparison. 
Consequently, there had not been a study for Valley 
North-South Rapid Bus lines, and, therefore the costs of 
the north-south lines were included. 

Comment 20-123 
Please see Response 20-31. 

Comment 20-124 
Please see Response 20-122. 

Comment 20-125 
The San Fernando Valley North-South Transit Corridor 
Study did not begin until after the completion of the 
FEIR for the San Fernando Valley East-West Transit 
Corridor. Therefore, for equal comparisons, the north
south lines could not be a part of the underlying route 
structure in the original EIR. 
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20-128 

20-129 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-126 
See Response to Comment Nos. 20-113 and 20-114 for a 
discussion on considering subsequently approved north
south Rapid Bus lines. 

Comment 20-127 
See Response to Comment Nos. 20-113 and 20-114 for a 
discussion on considering subsequently approved north
south Rapid Bus lines. 

Comment 20-128 
MTA acknowledges the commenter's cite of the Revised 
FEIR indicating that the RB Alternatives are based upon 
the three comments suggesting different variations of the 
alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes. See Response 
to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on MT A's 
reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to analyze in 
the Revised FEIR 

Comment 20-129 
MT A has not claimed, and does not claim, that the Court 
of Appeal has specifically demanded that MT A consider 
the three comments as alternative of multiple Rapid Bus 
routes. The Revised FEIR explained that the Court of 
Appeal's decision mentioned them. The Court of 
Appeal's decision noted that various comments proposed 
a series of three or five east-west routes. (Court of 
Appeal Decision, fn. 8, p. 25, 26.) COST's proposed 
network has three east-west routes as well. MT A 
evaluated those comments to determine whether they 
made sense. MTA detennined that the general lay out 
was reasonable and proceeded to flesh out the details of 
these routes, which became the three RB Alternatives. 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's further reasoning for selecting the RB 

Alternatives to analyze in the Revised FEIR. 
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- - - - - - -Responses to Commflnts 

Comment 20-130 
The commenter presents the comments already made to 
the FEIR regarding suggestions of multiple Rapid Bus 
routes. See Response to Comment No. 20-129 for a 
discussion on MT A's consideration of the Court of 
Appeal's decision in developing the RB Alternatives. 
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Comment 20-131 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MTA's reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
analyze in the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-132 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
analyze in the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-133 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MTA 's reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
analyze in the Revised FEIR. 
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Comment 20-134 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
analyze i11 the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-135 
MTA disagrees with the commenter' s allegation that 
MT A did not endeavor to produce good or decent Rapid 
Bus alternatives. Rather, MT A found that the three RB 
Alternatives were reasonable assemblages of multiple 
Rapid Bus routes to reach the population of the Valley. 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's further reasoning for selecting the RB 
Alternatives to analyze in the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-136 
The commenter's analysis of daily transit boardings for 
the Full BRT and RB-Victory in Table 8-6.5 is 
inaccurate. Table 8-6.5: Ridership reports "daily transit 
boardings" and "new daily transit trips". A footnote 
explains that the daily transit boarding columns for the 
Rapid Bus Alternatives and the Full BRT are not 
directly comparable. The footnote states, "Boardings 
for Rapid Bus routes included in entirety. Boardings for 
BRT based on fixed guideway stations only. These 
boardings cannot be directly compared to boardings as 
reported for the BRT alternatives, which only report 
those boardings occurring in the fixed guideway 
portions of the route (that is, board and disembark at 
stations constructed as part of the San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor project). Also, boardings do 
not distinguish between whether transit riders are 
merely shifting off other bus routes, or whether new 
riders are attracted to transit. " 
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The text on page 8-6-8 elaborates on this and further 
states that the "new daily transit trips" in column 3 is 
the appropriate measure to compare since this measure 
deals with linked (end-to-end) trips. Table 8-6.5 and 
text on page 8-6-8 show that the "biggest increase in 
transit ridership (13,000 to 15,000 daily new transit 
trips) results from implementing the Full BRT 
Alternative, which integrated service improvements 
assumed in the TSM Alternative." In comparison, the 
Rapid Bus alternatives vary from 9,200 to 10,300 new 
daily transit trips, only a modest increase over the 
TSM's new daily transit trips over No Build (9,000). 

In addition to higher ridership, the BRT has certain 
features that the Rapid Bus does not have, which makes 
BRT a high capacity transit system. These include 
stations rather than stops, exclusive bus lanes, higher 
capacity buses, multiple door boarding and alighting, 
fare prepayment and feeder network. The scale, 
operation, and amenities provided at proposed stations 
for the BRT Alternative are similar to those provided at 
rail stations. Stations are located along dedicated 
ROWs and include amenities such as park-and-ride lots, 
transit vehicles with multiple doors for passenger 
loading, bicycle parking, and designated kiss-and-ride 
drop off locations. Ln comparison, Rapid Bus stops do 
not include any of these amenities. The difference 
between stations and stops is. explained on page 8-4 .1-1 
of the Revised FEIR, which states "the scale and 
amenities provided at RB stops are similar to that of 
local bus stops." Features that are common to both 
BRT and Rapid Bus include simple route layout, 
frequent headways, less frequent stops, level boarding 
and alighting, color coded buses and stops and signal 
prioritization (Please see Table 2-4: Busway Features 

Planned for the San Fernando Valley of the FEIR, and 

Page 9-154 



- - - - - - - -

© 

C--0. DllfUa. Sot F.,.._ V.,, £nt.W..cTrnolr c:.nw.r 
......... n.-

...... 
lloonliop" for die -r.u BJlT- u,,,cr-eo-i Elliaa''-'" be 11,,00-., - wllidt '-'°be 
uaclly idellicll io..-ia lhoWB forlhe V~ ~ h liM io lhe ~ Allernolne. 
It I Rapd Bui line ii ,..,;.c,od IO pood,oce ddmWp IMO ia ...,._ (......,, hipr ....... 11,o 
"lacal" ba ridlhliip '"1 Victory ;, oddod ilt) IO 11111 ~ ia a llilla -, for d,o 
~Uoo.,than..,.caabpidS..bc"inchidinJ"thc_.,.,.,ol,loi~
~7 

210. Al ID bdat .. _ ,.;11, Illa followi• plal." doil ii, Jlffllllll, 1k ob11111 Rlf
fllllllli"l ........,- if)"" pll _.,. i.D .. pla u41bcl doe"t .. k, ,... .............. 
... ,.. • ,_ If it - ,,.. '""',.,.. mr,1,1 ~ ... - ,_ - •fa, la, 
COit. lf __ .,;,,......,....--..,.,....IObellle ~ ..... .....,.. ... 
- ,-CS-Sift bued oa-U...., liM, ....... ~.,__.,....,.le■ slipdy 
cli ............... ~~-. .. pnny-tho-lo<:alond....
-. -•1 it? And, I -- lhl 1Up1J<n Will fiad 1 - me for lho hnhdt of 
milllom eC dollars tbat -id be ,.-..., by 1101 buildins • _,, """""Y - or, at i.., 
dMlr--miplt llad ■--for-dollon. 

211. --■ - t)'ll<nl lhllarria the_,. ...... or man: pc,,pe as Ille~ 
Lile-be nood tllt _,. ""l' 9" lhlt pointl 

212. h II uelo tli■llhis is the ...i,, "Sipificanr" imp■d for the Rapd Bus A-iva i- ■ JJ. 
pag< (JIS-ll o, RS-42) llblc of i..,..,. - .. ....,. ,opic 11111 CEQA ffil'dfU. 

,_.,..,__,,T __ b.,........,,._..,_ __ .,..__ __ .,...... 
lrNT~_,-,...,,.,;.a..bol _______ _ .--. ... -... .......,. .... ,__. __ __, __ ... _...,,.....,. 

bdlit""'°""·ao..r"Jl.& ..... _..__. .. "t.Jppw....,..6 ..... nalNlle. JIJWte..-,t--W ., ... _.......,.,.,,,__ ... ____ .... u,,.-,,__ ... l.-
bow~---,,----dow•«>----llillD21.I ...... ..,.,..._,UOl'MTA ... -~_..,......... •• ...,...._ ... _,CIOIIPWI••--
• --...,,,,,_,__.,,__., ... MTA ___ Jilr!MIUl--
l,pll .. ..._il_,...,,.._., .. ....,,,,,,,.,,... 11.100- --i,,11,,c,o, l_,,,__,.,. __ NTAb.._ __ k,.-4dloE•-J(VII 
Joirllle\111.a~ T~to,..◄de.M-•..t,__,_._. ... "112.ftNI.CTJ..totlM 
HLLY'WD"(llilt ...... diail-r...._aa..,..a..11w.,11111111•UnMt~.,_.toM-.W.,..C-, ---llo,IU.,--...... _. ....... v.....,....,.,e..liot)--"~)ol 
1t,67<J. lbtlM!lllllliaM-.owa-1~~ .. (l64NdlfVklo,y~'1uc.r'liiN_.tM 
..,.,..._..,_,., .. -v.n.,,~~Scaliol,,-Mlidl .. -lillW!llil,.,..(f/ 
liot IM-Vklofy_i-l)_J,l79ri6«t. n,,...,._alr>,iwov-....,.-•-•-.,._1,o. .. 21_,..,-,,...,___ ... .,,_...be .. ~•T ... l-.6Jol ...... aHMll'lllif10tha 
...,...JOO't.1'.,,....bt~ull,,OO,•..,._,;/);ZOOO'W'wllll;,.,..,_t111 ... Tabtit. 

Atit~i.aan-MMMl.fll,_...,.,,tohl.1...._~i.icw.-.::iaNC .... a.dlU 
lllalMTA~•1mfflllMnpons~wwc~,....,10coaai,idNdlllr41110'1tdilt.lltD«.Fl!lk. 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - -
20-136 

20-137 

20-138 

20-139 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Table 8.2-1: Metro Rapid Features of the Revised 
FEIR). Therefore, the Revised FEIR is correct in 
stating that the BRT is a high-capacity transit system 
while Rapid Bus is not. 

Comment 20-137 
The Land Use Sections of the FEIR and the Revised 
FEIR analyzed consistency of the Project and 
alternatives with applicable planning and zoning 
documents. If the Project would not be consistent with 
adopted plans and policies, a significant impact under 
CEQA would occur. Page RS-16, Table RS-32 of the 
Revised FEIR entitled, "Summary of Operational 
Impacts" states, "Amending these numerous plans 
would severely alter their objectives without any 
substitute objective that would curtail wide spread 
growth." The analysis identified seven plans (not 
prepared by the MT A), which actually set forth 
direction for development to be concentrated around 
transit systems along transit corridors. As mentioned in 
response to Comment 20- I 36, a Rapid Bus route does 
not provide the same level of service as the Orange 
Line (BRT). Pages 8-4.1-40 through 8-4.1-S5 describe 
the relevant plans and documents and pages 8-4.1-68 
through 8-4.1 -77 describe the consistency of each plan 
with the Rapid Bus Alternatives in the Revised EIR. 

Moreover, as further shown hereafter, the RB 
Alternatives do not provide the focal point of 
concentrated growth envisioned by the plans. In 198 6, 
the City of Los Angeles adopted its "Concept Los 
Angeles," which called for the development of high
intensity centers linked together by rapid transit. 
(Concept Los Angeles, The Concept of the Los Angeles 
General Plan, City of Los Angeles, April 197 4, p. 5.) 
This concept is now embodied in the Los Angeles 
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General Plan, adopted in 1996, which provides for 
transit-oriented districts around transit stations, with 
"transit stations [to] function as a primary focal point of 
the City's development." (FEIR, p. 4-34.) This 
planning concept is now referred to as "Smart Growth." 
The concept is implemented by increasing the 
allowable development density generally within one
quarter mile of transit stations. (General Plan 
Framework An Element of the Los Angeles General 
Plan (LA General Plan), p. 3-35.) Furthermore, the 
policy set forth in the transportation element of the 
General Plan is to develop transit alignments and 
station locations that maximize transit service in 
activity centers. Development is in turn further 
encouraged in these targeted growth areas by allowing 
more intense development. (FEIR, p. 4-35.) 

These transit-oriented districts accomplish two 
important goals. First and foremost is the objective to 
meet the urgent housing needs of the City' s growing 
population (LA General Plan, p. 1 of the Executive 
Summary, p. 4-2). These needs will be achieved "by 
encouraging future housing development near transit 
corridors and stations." (LA General Plan, p. 4-2.) 

Second, the transit-oriented districts will accommodate 
the growth while preserving existing single family, low
density neighborhoods. (LA General Plan, pp. I and 3 
of Executive Summary.) The City concluded that a 
plan that accommodated growth across all 
neighborhoods would lead to congestion, air pollution, 
and the degradation of residential neighborhoods. (LA 
General Plan, p. 3-3.) 

The RB Alternatives introduce numerous transit routes 

through the Valley that would not concentrate 
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development along limited corridors in the Valley. The 
RB Alternatives do not have transit stations, but merely 
bus stops that do not attract significant development. 
On the other hand, the Orange Line's stations provide 
an excellent opportunity to concentrate growth with the 
amenities of station areas and parking lots along a 
single route. 

Comment 20-138 
Please see response to comment 20-136. 

Comment 20-139 
It is correct that land use would be the only significant 
impact identified in the Revised FEIR for the Rapid 
Bus alternatives due to inconsistency with existing 
plans. The Full BRT Alternative also would have one 
significant impact. The Full BRT would have 
significant noise impact during construction. As stated 
on page RS-46 of the Revised FEIR, "although both the 
BRT alternative and the three Rapid Bus alternatives 
are relatively similar in that they result in only one 
unmitigated significant impact; the construction 
significant noise impact associated with the BRT 
Alternative would end at construction completion while 
the significant land use impact associated with the three 
Rapid Bus alternatives would be ongoing through the 
life of the land use plans." 
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Comment 20-140 
Please see response to comment 20-139 above. 

Comment 20-141 
The commenter's concern is acknowledged for the 
record. Section 8-5.6 (Fiscal and Economic Conditions) 
of the Revised FEIR notes that "the minor construction 
activities could create a small number of job 
opportunities and result in a small beneficial impact to 
area employment." The BRT Alternative and the three 
Rapid Bus Alternatives would result in beneficial impact 
in regard to job creation. No adverse impacts would 
result with these alternatives. 

Comment 20-142 
The commenter's concern is acknowledged for the 
record. Section 5-6 of the FEIR and Section 8-5.6 of the 
Revised FEIR evaluated the environmental impacts 
associated with the Fiscal and Economic Conditions 
resulting from the BRT Alternative and the three Rapid 
Bus alternatives. 

Section 6 of the FEIR and Section 8-6 of the Revised 
FElR compare the financial effectiveness of the various 
alternatives. 

Comment 20-143 
The commenter miscites Table RS-2 at page 38 of the 
Revised FEIR as Summa1y of Operational Impal:ls fur 
the Fiscal and Economic Conditions. This portion of the 
table is a "Summary of Construction Impacts." As such, 
the FElR appropriately considered the effect of 
construction of the RB Alternatives on fiscal and 
economic conditions. As the commenter points out in 
earlier comments, the greater the construction the 
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greater number of temporary construction jobs. On page 
8-5-2, the Revised FEIR clearly explains that there 
would be very little construction for a RB Alternative 
and as a result, not many construction jobs would be 
created. The "score" of "Not Significant" for the RB 
Alternatives is consistent with the Revised FEIR 
analysis. Moreover, the high number of jobs created by 
the constmction of the BRT warrants the "score" of 
beneficial. Changing the Revised FEIR to reflect the 
commenter's suggestion would not make the RB 
Alternatives environmentally superior to the Orange 
Line. The RB Alternatives still create a significant 
impact on land use by inconsistency with land use 
planning policies of the City of Los Angeles, where the 
Orange Line does not. (Rev. FElR, p. RS-16.) 

Comment 20-144 
There were no changes in the sub-contractors after 
project was restarted. When SOJV was notified to 
demobilize due to the court order, SOJV kept Sub
contractor's supervisory level workers and laid off other 
workers. SOJV were able to re-hire approximately 50% 
of the original work force. SOJV replaced 
approximately 30% to 45% of the approximately 50% 
workers that were laid off. 

Comment 20-145 
The first paragraph of Section RS-4, "Comments and 
Coordination" is clearly dedicated to the public outreach 
that was associated with the FEIR. This paragraph 
explains that the extensive public and agency outreach 
began at the "initiation of environmental studies through 
competition of Preliminary Engineering .... " It goes on 
to note that this outreach was memorialized in the FElR. 
The second paragraph of this Section is devoted entirely 

to the Revised FEIR. Accordingly, MT A did not 
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mischaracterize its public outreach efforts. See 
Response to Comment Nos. 14-10 and 20-11 through 
20-11 for discussions on consultation concerning the 
Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-146 
Metro does not perform or receive any type of 
geographical breakdown for the Proposition A and C 
sales tax receipts. The annual budget for Fiscal Year 
2005 for Metro does identify certain statistics by 
Service Sectors of the County of Los Angeles as 
reflected on pages III-4 and 5. The actual expenditures 
authorized in the budget are shown in what is a 
"Combined Statement of Revenue, Expenses and 
Changes in Retained Earnings" and is reflected on page 
IV-4 for the Enterprise Fund, which depicts the adopted 
operating budget of Metro bus and light rail as a whole. 

The State of California Board of Equalization collects 
the local sales tax funds referred to as A and C on behalf 
of Metro and the collected funds are disbursed to Metro 
on a regularly scheduled basis. Metro does not segregate 
the funds into sub-areas of the County of Los Angeles 
but rather manages and reports the funds on a 
countywide basis. Likewise, disbursing the funds is 
completed in accordance with the adopted budget and 
directives of the Metro Board of Directors as duly and 
statutorily constituted on a countywide basis, except for 
the funds directed to local cities or the county on a 
population basis and the sales tax propositions 
themselves. All reporting and accounting for Metro 
financial activities are done to conform to governmental 
accounting, auditing and financial reporting laws 
referred to as "Generally Acceptable Accounting 
Practices. " 
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Comment 20-147 
The commenter's dissent with MT A's determination 
that Section 130265 is not applicable to the Orange 
Line is acknowledged. The commenter makes the same 
comment at Comment No. 31-39. See Response to 
Comment No. 31-39 for further discussion on the 
reasoning why Section 130265 is not applicable. MT A 
is not aware of any court order pertaining to this 
Section that is directed at MT A. 

Comment 20-148 
The Purpose and Need in the Revised FEIR is repeated 
from the FEIR for context. The alternatives considered 
in the Revised FEIR were evaluated with the same 
population base as the FEIR. This section was prepared 
using population projections from Southern California 
Association of Governments' (SCAG) 1998 Regional 
Transportation Plan. The Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
was released in May 2000. At the time of its release, 
the population projections used were the best available 
data from SCAG whose projections are the only 
regionally accepted projections to use. 
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San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - -
20-148 

20-149 

20-150 

20-151 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-149 
As stated previously in response to comment 20- 148, 
the Purpose and Need in the Revised FEIR is repeated 
from the FEIR for context. ln order to make a fair 
comparison, the analysis was prepared using year 2000 
data when the NOP was released. The state of 
completion of the major transit projects under 
development in 2000 listed would not have any effect 
on the relative evaluation of the Rapid Bus alternatives, 
either between themselves or with the Full BRT 
a lternative, in the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 20-150 
Please see Response 20-148. 

Comment 20-151 
With one exception, the Wilshire corridor, all Metro 
Rapid corridors are planned with no net increase in 
buses operated. J\s stated in the February 2002 Metro 
Rapid Board Report, Metro Rap id lines will be planned 
and designed to be operating cost neutral. The impacts 
of Metro Rapid on existing vehicular traffic, therefore, 
is insignificant in most cases and, as Tom points out, an 
improvement in other cases. 

The commenter notes that Rapid Buses have fewer 
stops per mile than local buses ands shuttles, typically 
have far side stops which do not hinder right turns as 
much as near side stops, and that some drivers have 
learned to take advantage of the transit signal priority 
afforded to Rapid Buses by keeping pace with the 
buses. These comments are all acknowledged for the 
record as examples of the positive effects of the MTA 
Metro Rapid Bus Program. 
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San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - -
20-151 

20-152 

20-153 

20-154 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-152 
True, signal progression improvements made along 
Wilshire and Washington Boulevards have produced a 
small improvement in overall traffic flow for regular 
traffic as well. 

The comment by Sean Skehan of LADOT regarding the 
positive effects of the Metro Rapid Bus Program on 
overall traffic flow is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 20-153 
This observation is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 20-154 
The analysis included in the FEIR and the Revised 
FElR does reflect the fact that traffic volumes on many 
streets are lower in the future with the BRT and Rapid 
Bus Alternatives due to the mode shift of some 
travelers from auto ridership to bus ridership. These 
differences are reflected in Table 8-3-6 where 
background traffic volumes are generally shown to 
grow less by 2020 with the transit alternatives in place 
than under the No Build scenario. Please also see 
Response to Comment No. 20-30. In response to 
commenter's questions, MT A does not believe that 
general traffic flow has been measurably affected by its 
implementation of Rapid Bus routes to date. 
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San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 
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20-154 

20-155 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-155 
Two issues. First, as opposed to what Tom states, 
limited stop service is not "significantly faster than the 
local service" . For example, the limited and local stop 
services on the Vermont and Soto corridors prior to the 
implementation of Metro Rapid service were scheduled 
with nearly identical travel times. Second, the range of 
travel time improvements for the nine existing Metro 
Rapid corridors is currently between 17% (Van Nuys) 
and 29% (Wilshire). 
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San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sED FEIR 

20-155 

20-156 

20-157 

20-158 

20-159 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-156 
Please see Response 20-25. 

Comment 20-157 
Please see Response 20-25. 

Comment 20-158 
Please see Response 20-25. 

Comment 20-159 
Limited stop bus service has an average stop spacing of 
approximately 0.3 miles, systemwide. Metro Rapid has 
an average stop spacing of approximately 0.7 miles. 
Therefore, all else equal, Metro Rapid service will be 
faster than limited stop service. 
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East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

20-160 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-160 
Please see Response 20-25. 
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20-161 

20-162 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-161 
This comment does not address a specific environment 
impact of the potential alternatives, but it is 
acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 20-162 
The RB Alternatives were developed in accordance with 
the policy by which Rapid Bus routes have been 
implemented by the MT A elsewhere in Los Angeles 
County. They have not been implemented with park
and-ride lots. ln the Revised FEIR, there was also an 
attempt to compare the alternatives as they would have 
been compared in the FEIR. At that time, park-and-ride 
lots were not under construction and were not considered 
an element of the Metro Rapid Bus program which was 
intended to implement fast, high quality bus service with 
low-floor buses, signal priority at intersections, 
streamlined on-street boarding and alighting of 
passengers, and improved hus stop spacing. Moreover, 
the RB Alternatives would not utilize a BRT park-and
ride lot if the BRT is not built in favor of a RB 
Alternative. The cost of constructing park-and-ride lots 
was not included in the cost of constructing or 
maintaining any of the RB Alternatives. Thus, it would 
be inappropriate to include the benefit of BRT faci lity 
with any RB Alternative. 
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San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

- - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-163 
Please refer to response to comment 20-162. 

Comment 20-164 
Please refer to response to comment 20- 162. 

Comment 20-165 
Please refer to response to comment 20-162. 

Comment 20-166 
Please refer to response to comment 20-162. 

Comment 20-167 
Please refer to response to comment 20-162. It is correct 
to note that many of the Rapid Bus routes in the 
alternatives serve the North Hollywood Red Line station, 
where a park-and-ride lot is included in the travel 
demand model. In theory, the model could have 
assigned some park-and-ride access to the Rapid Bus 
routes, which serve that location, but it was already at 
capacity based on the park-and-ride demand for the Red 
Line itself. 

Comment 20-168 
Please refer to response to comment 20-162. It is correct 
to note that many f the Rapid Bus routes in the 
alternatives serve the North Hollywood Red Line station, 
where a park-and-ride lot is included in the travel 
demand model. In theory, the model could have 
assigned some park-and-ride access to the Rapid Bus 
routes, which serve that location, but it was already at 
capacity based on the park-and-ride demand for the Red 
Line itself. 
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San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

20-168 

120-169 

20-170 

120-171 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-169 
If park-and-ride lots were included at some of the 
stations on the RB alternatives, this could result in some 
additional ridership on those lines, but the magnitude is 
hard to predict. Park-and-ride access links to bus stops 
have not typically been included in the MT A model and 
where they have been coded ( e.g., at park-and-ride lots 
served by express buses) the level of park-and-ride 
access to bus services has typically been minimal. If the 
MT A Board were to select a Rapid Bus alternative in 
lieu of the Orange Line, the Board would be asked to 
determine the preferred disposition of the park-and-ride 
lots referenced. 

Comment 20-170 
Please refer to response to comment 20-3 1. 

Comment 20-171 
MT A understood that the Rapid Bus alternatives 
requested were to be low cost and have amenities 
similar to the current Rapid Bus route constructed on 
Ventura Boulevard. As park-and-ride lots are not 
normally constructed with Rapid Bus, these were not 
included. 

Providing only limited amenities in the RB alternatives 
maintained a low capital cost and improved the cost 
effectiveness of these alternatives. MT A could include 
as a part of RB alternatives more amenities such as 
bicycle parking and street trees (although sidewalk 
width at stations is constrained in many locations). 
However, increasing amenities at Rapid Bus stop 
locations would increase the capital cost and negate an 
important positive feature of Rapid Bus. 
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San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 
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20-171 

20-172 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Some park-and-ride lots on the Full BRT Alternative 
could be utilized by some of the RB alternatives. 
However, the alternatives were not defined with this 
parking as it currently is not MT A's policy to include 
major acquisition of land (for park-and-ride lots), and 
construction improvements associated with these 
alternatives. 

Comment 20-172 
It is noted that the commenter does not agree with the 
land use concepts in the City's Framework and the 
planning process behind it. This plan was not prepared 
by MTA. The Framework is a part of the City's 
General Plan and had extensive community input. The 
transportation section was later updated by the City's 
Transportation Element, which included additional 
public input. As mentioned on page RS-16, Table RS-
2: Summary of Operation Impacts, "Amending these 
numerous plans would severely alter their objectives 
without any substitute objective that will curtail 
widespread growth." 

In reference to the contention that the Orange Line 
could be replaced with another corridor or transit 
option, MT A believes that the type of high-capacity 
transit service provided by the BRT best meets the 
goals of the Framework. 
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San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sED FEIR 

-
120-172 

20-173 

120-174 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-173 
Please see response to comments 20-136 and 20-13 7 
regarding ridership of Full BRT and Rapid Bus 
alternatives. 

The planning process with which the City of Los 
Angeles developed its recommendations for 
transportation improvements included extensive public 
input. MTA does not direct the City's plans but 
participates in their preparation as an outside agency. 
MT A concurs that transportation and land use planning 
must be considered together if the serious mobility and 
growth issues facing the city are to be addressed. The 
Framework and the 

The City's Transportation Element recognizes these 
important connections. 

Comment 20-17 4 
The information in this table was used to maintain a 
consistent approach in the Revised FEIR to that used in 
the Final EIR. Utilizing 2000 Census data would not 
allow for reliably consistent conclusions between the 
documents. 
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Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - -
20-175 

20-176 

20-177 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-175 
It is correct to state that in 2020, all MT A buses will be 
CNG-powered be powered by CNG or other appropriate, 
available, environmentally-sound technology, and that 
there are no differences in the types of vehicles and other 
characteristics important to the tables between 
alternatives. It is also correct to assume that energy 
consumption factors for passenger vehicles are not 
affected by the transit alternatives under consideration. 

Comment 20-176 
It is correct to state that CNG buses for the three RB 
alternatives would result in less VMT than the Full BRT. 
The statement regarding the change in CNG bus VMT 
for each alternative compared to the "No Build" is 
correct and is presented in Table 8-4.8-2. 

Comment 20-177 
Operating and maintenance (O&M) costs are 
detennined through a number of inputs, not just 
revenue vehicle miles traveled (VMT). Inputs are 
described in Table 6-2 of the February 2002 FEIR. 
VMT used in the O&M cost model was generated 
independently from what is reported in Table 8-4.8-1 . 
The VMT inputs for the rapid bus alternatives were 
provided to the commenter as a summary of backup 
statistics for the O&M cost model. The annual VMT 
input for BRT was 97.45 million and 97.48 million for 
the lower and upper bound BRT respectively, which is 
lower than the rapid bus alternatives. 
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CNO Bus CIICTJJ -plion. Ho,or 0111 die opa11H1f ... h BRT Upper ODd loMr -..S 
be idorciail, wbid, ilaplie& a idlalical CNO Bia VMT, '- lhe C2aJl' -., be 4ilbac7 
n.- ii only a poiar pojoclio,a for CN0 8a ill - HU, - !, - will> Ibo 
,_o1cnam--plioamT-M.I.I. bdlen,mc"fllanalioofo<tlrildi""-.cri1it 
u ..... «- typo? 

294. If lhese illlm!olly incoasiourn ~ 1R dllC: IO ·,, ·11, 1<ics in the 
~llliluedto..--0tbocbof-llelJolllbl<s,or,noro,...,,.rypc. 
plcaeeHics-lllel"cliia>(t)aod---

29,_ Tobie UJ ,._. I nq,e o( C001 uiaomai1I f« Ille - BRT, but lllae NC poino 
~ fa, """17 Ole isl T- M.1.1 and VMT la Toblo J.H.2. ,_ CUNICI dia 
~ nl _.. the tul and - -. T- M.i-1 ud 1-U-2 IIIC,ch ._ d!M 
•u_.. .. i-.-,- Ra.1" ...i -c-- iwr - - _, VMT -><"' apir_.r 
-Allen,oli,awulu...-ofmcleoliacN·-;., 111_.i.-woold
tllll--io-ly conclalod IO VMT, blll diaDI MIi-to be the-11.m lho 
dola .......,,i_ For IDlllplc. Tal,lc M.i.t i1wW11U1 C...- Moil tMtSY ..... 1or hlJ 
811.T .... "P .41%, 'MliJe Table M .S.2, 'Wt see VMT Pia up 1.2%, ...,. l'MCt at IIIIICb. 
Plaoec,q,laia..t,ytllo.-olt'-lnencrtJuoapudVMTU1-twobiblaW1J110 
widely, 

296. finally, rcp!<UI Tll>lc 1-4,S.2, whll art lhc l<hll CNG Bus 2020 VMT dtll for tho 
...;... Allmiai-l 

ffl. hao klJ.I, M.13 SAFITY Al'lll SICUIUn - 111< '°llowilll - tllt 
Cffllitiom, ......... ml sitwion II die Mi.w,ti.Ood, Tnmll So,,d, Mwni Busway, Thn Busway 
""'lhc finl sud, S.....y in the U.S. and. 111hr time oldie tEIR, wu 1hr only 1,.,woy af dii1 
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- - - - - - -Respo_nses to Comments 

Comment 20-178 
When estimating regional energy consumption, the 
MT A transportation demand model supplies the regional 
VMT totals. When estimating MTA's O&M costs, 
VMT is one of numerous inputs for MT A's O&M cost 
model. In estimating MT A O&M costs, MT A's total 
VMT is provided through the transportation demand 
model. MT A's VMT was higher for the upper-bound 
BRT alternative as compared to the lower-bound BRT 
alternative; other measures used in the calculation of 
MT A's O&M cost also had changes which overall 
resulted in minor differences in the calculated MT A 
O&M cost for the lower-bound and upper-bound BRT 
alternatives. For LADOT's O&M costs, vehicle hours 
are used rather than vehicle miles. Note that while there 
is no net difference in the total O&M costs for the BRT 
lower and upper bound estimates, there are slight 
differences in the calculated MT A O&M cost and 
LA DOT O&M cost. 

Comment 20-179 
See response to Comment 20-182. 

Comment 20-180 
See response to Comment 20-1 82. 
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------------------Responses to Comments 

~ San Fernando Valley 
~ East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

Comment 20-181 
Please see Response 20-178. 

Comment 20-182 
Table 8-4.8-2 would be revised to indicate the correct 
change in VMT per year for the Full BRT when 
compared to the No Build. The revised table is shown 
on the following page. 

Comment 20-183 
The CNG bus 2020 VMT data for the various 
alternatives are presented in Table 8-4.8-1. As shown, 
No Build would result in approximately 235,507,550 
CNG bus VMT, the Full BRT would result in CNG bus 
VMT that range from 237,730,082 to 237,78984 1, RB-3 
would result in approximately 237,066,410 CNG bus 
VMT, RB-5 would result in approximately 237,089,539 
CNG bus VMT, and RB-Network would result in 
approximately 237,258,276 bus VMT. 

Comment 20-184 
The design of the Orange Line has incorporated 
additional safety features not present in the Miami 
system. Please refer to response to comment C9-66 in 
the Draft Final EIS/ElR. There are 34 crossing along the 
Orange Line alternative and at 11 of the stations are 
located adjacent to the crossings. Therefore at 11 of the 
34 crossings, buses will be accelerating from a stop at a 
station platform or will be decelerating to stop at a 
station, and will therefore be traveling at well below the 
45 MPH speed referenced in the description of the 
Miami system. 
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Change in VMTN ear 

Vehicle Class I Full BRT vs. No Build RB-3 vs. No Build RB-5 vs. No Build 
I 

Change in Percent Change in 
VMTNear Change VMT/Year 

Passenger -34,221,628 to - -0.02% -22,628,310 
Vehicle 25,560,321 

CNG Bus 2,222,532 lo 0.94% to I 1,558,859 I 
2,382,291 0.97% 

Light or Heavy 142,172 1.32% I 70,079 I 
Rail 
-
Commuter Rail I 58,512 I 0.48% I -13,697 

VMT = vehicle miles traveled. 

Source: Terry A. Hayes Associates, 2000; see FTA New Start Worksheets. 

~ 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1seo Fe1R 

Percent Change in Percent 
Change VMTN ear Change 

-0.02% -20,507,700 -0.01 % 

0.66% I 1,581,989 0.67% 

0.70% I 13,725 I 0.14% 

-0.28% I -15,981 I -0.33% 

Responses to Comments 

RB-Network vs. No Build 

Change in Percent 
VMTNear Change 

-23,075,691 -0.02% 

I 1,750,726 I 0.74% 

I 17,390 I 0.17% 

I 2,444 I -0.05% 
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c..-0. IJJl.n;IR, Sn f<nUN Valley 1a,t.w ... r.-c
Ntffakr ll, 20k .... " 
1ype --,ionol ill 1k U.S. M«e irnponn. c is lllo twykdl r.:ilitr dill is-, cloN 10 
Ibo pn,poood0ruee Lat BRT. 1>illi1M fol ......... lhaRd f-: 

A. S...-1 localed on a former rail ..,...,r ... y 
B. Nur..ous •.....- mo.;,,p...,. dlmr ii lho ... ota....., - _. -

tnollic ~ collicut 
C. eu.-yi...s.,,_..,........podeCl'Oloinp•45mp,. 

m. The diort......, or dio a1mSM: ...,_ _.... ...s IMly,ls lodow;,, .. WTA 
claims 11111 the MDT s..u MJan Bmway, tad iU lioulod lnllic ..,.i priml), .,.-, 
-- lllal tllo Orona< Llnc, MIii a - liailed dpal poority .,._,...,_and 
--..wh Bwwoy .,_. eoihC.,,,.,...,, ...... ,_,.,.. • 0 • (""'- ,,_, ....... 
for MTA busco al - o.p LiDc pode a-...i ... ) wiU be a~ oaft I ; -
pidc,o,,ly. Ho-., Miami-Old< n.mit, - -- the So"'1, Miami......,_ --G(f 
its limilal aPlll priority - - r... the -,d Ii-- ill 19" -,J M ,.., - --OIi ,...,.,..,~.,,.,..pJ,.,,o,,,,.i,~M Siac:ol'99.<NffY __ _, ~----DD---1,,.,,,.._ ... ,....,.....,._tfll•• 
• .,... ap1.- chccb nfflc: a.ii.-. Md-~ bOIIIII .. -..... • • . 
-.,_,1,.,.,.,_ All'-lbMDThadbiml~-IOa.Mao._oo_lOfltthl 
liati1<d sipal pimty bact o.,.,._i, ,ad MDT llu ~ - ell of ..... 
'"""''"- u11 Ille oriaillll 8.._y, and u.,,,gll Ila. •-Mi.aided...., lolp ■I 
...,. dui5Md fe, a,,,,.,;_ s,,._,, b111 ,p,,d of 1, ,np/1,..,.,, flw .__ "°' ,_ 
urfg/"41 ., ..,,i,, die lilllitod s;.,,.i prionty-is ..ru oil fmlly, io - - ----" 
lhe Scvd! Miami 8-y Iha! w,11 tildy opc:11 r« - ..,.; .. - -., na t11o1,a1, 
cqry eae or the J&fc:ly COMUl&ua ra:cmm~ 1t1½nl ,.... iocolp:nlcd ifflo itll cialip. 1111d 
c:on.tn.<tion, tlttM cn'1Vlolu will ope• widl tJw S..-,. bwu...,,,,... o, - ...t .-,. ,
.,,..,,,,,, Then, i, ab,ohlloly"" ,chodulc for nwy opmmc Ibo Soulb Mllai B..,way d!roqb 
pie Q'OSliep wilhool JIO!IPll8 tor ,:,ay oat. 

299. n.mcn, MTA ,oys wt lbc: South Miomi .BusMy e,q,erienoe, with lilllitlOII tralllc apl 
priolicy al.lo,,il>& .,.,_ IO spcod tlwoali inlcrxclions ~ SIOppi .. at 4, qe p,MS tilol the 
°""""liftc""llbca Ilk guiclc"'9)'-J)'Olalldoi .. cuctlytlle-11.his-

300. 131.t die poop1e .. i>o ..- 11,e South w-; e-r ._ ~ lllo limitod 1r1111.: ,;.,.:i 
picril)' t)'llall u ae Qlfflnt Jafdy baDnl in 1999, ha-......, IUnioil ii back oo. and ... no 
.:um:81 plou 10 <nf do ... 

301. And ihc o.,,,. Un< has 111111y YCf)' ,;.,.;r-.. ..rccy conocms 1hal .. r.,....,. Mid above 
an}'1:htnv tha1 has everbc:iilm K'el1 i• Miami, 

DATA 50\IIICES 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 
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- - - - - .,. - -
c-..... 0. DllFillt, S.1 Ferua4e v....,. t.c.W• r.....u c...w.. 
N .... 1icru,noc 

..... ,., 
301. Th< ;.,ronnotioio uciliziod to - the followioa portiom of!lm,... _ ot...i - 1 

poriodof """"'lUllllldy ~f ~ &om Ii-,,-: (!) ne ~ Tia.it 
(MDT) w<i, site ... J/www.cp mlpj::4l4c O lli'Jlwjl (2) Bob r.n.u, "'-"' of Scrvico 
P1......,_ MDT (lM/637-ll09). (3) OMMffarri, ond R. A1anon A ~ lac., Soul, --Doti, Bw-, Sttf•/JI &aly (firal ~). A..... U, 2001 {- • "/JUJltr 
hemnoftcr). ( 4) The MDT Office. of Safety _. Secwity, spe<ifl<llly Lylo W-. Ml>T 
Sof<1y Oeponmeot. pat;r.ululy • cldlilod ......... lot "'collmons -- by .... ad 
Slew C111y1. s,.- Sofdy ~ ()0"37s-mo>, 11111 (S) The ,,_ H-U. 111c 
pnow;Jy EtlJl!tl,.laflauolc daily - • Miotol-Dlde Coomly. 

GENl:IIAL DMC1UJ'T10N Of nu; SOI/TB MIAMI-DAJ>t: ,uswA y 

302. Miomi-Dlde T,_ i, the - p#ft'I, ....--_ Md opaldias- f« -
Dode Cotally, F1oriclo. MDT is I COllllty Ai-Y-

303. Tbc SoucJ, Milnli-Oode 8USW1y i, laaMood hi die SoUlhcn, .-, of .. - Maii ,_.,,,.i;..,...., '"=limi,. __., ... ,.;1n s...i, ...s w.,. of .. Mlai cao. n. 
Nor111cn1 ....,.,.. o( Ill! Bulwoy is lo<:llocl.11 llldelMd Soulla Metronil-, .. lloolmera 
--•rdo!honyrail l)'!lemlhatMDTbldk .... .,_ F"'"'~Soudo.Mnonll 
NnS Eaa-Nonbusl to Ille Mi_,,i CBD, "'°"llfflOl&Uy~IDttialalo. nc ,._. Miaai
Dade 8111My .,...._ wi<h Mmnil, and~ .... Miam CBD- i,,ldew■y 
-....,,__,- to !"vriclo pd■way 1r1M1t 11 111d from lhe CBO, ad t,oyo,111. fnlln the 
So1l1hcm ponicn oftbc County ■Ions tho All■nuc Ocean. 

304. The cuntBt 1.2 mil< a.....,., wbicl, op<Md Cot - ..,.;.. f._, 2, 1997, will be 
the fi111 p11K of I piamlod 30+-milc llmway. It, copit■l COii (9CII incloclirc .....,._) _ 521 
,nillioo,. The DCX1 ...., ~ IOCllina J l.◄I miles, will rm Cn,m lhc .,._ -1 
Southcm J..,,.,..._ 112., A..,.,.IOflcNo Cil)'ondlfC- ■cllotlokd lO bcJlamocn. 
...,,ioe mrly in calffllor )'Oil 200,. It ls balls bi,ilt in - _., .. ,.o ailc NortJi 
~ IDdthc6.4lmileSoulh ~. •• projootodlOlll...,ofSIB llilliollforrip-of
,...y 1Cqllisi1ioa ■ndeon,INClioo. The lllird pbeso. pi■.-10 be~ 11 mlla ...... is 
~ beioa ~ ror !41iciudoo or C01111Nctioa bids. 

JOS. The ..;,,;,. Blllwoy - - Jarsdy in • ,..._ noiln,otl ripl~r-Wly or Ille 
Florida Ea" c-, Railway, ■o will be ....i, oftbc Cll1claioo.. 111E Wit_,. ■1i_,,i is 
.-ly ponlJd U11 a:xt lo U.S. I (Soulb Dixie Hip,,ay), the mr,jor llWill .... this axridor, 
lldlouah one panic,,, of lhc lli ....... ii physically sepomod froll U.S.J by - - of 
r .... U.S. I is I hoovily u.vcl<d., si•---. -~ ,vitl, poslOd ~ [!ails of 40 
to 4S fflfllt with fflO!!)' sipllli,cd ~ b,a wi1h rdlli>dy {cw "lllmor" ,_ c:moi11 il 
306. fnor lo the cOIISttvo1ion oflk 8mw■y'1 flnt .._ ... "IDT~ bat ,cnicc OIi U.S. I 
itself, ... - o( the """1ce rortnfflJ' op<!Itod OIi US. I Im - bceo slollod ID the -Y-

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 
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- - - - - - - -
C-••'" 0. IHIFI: ... s .. F....-v-,. Ea<•W• T..-C....- ..... 1' __ ..,u._ 

m. "'lhe - • .._ ii ii~ ir - is .. - u.,..,. -.lip ror 
BID""Yb.-.owrlhepior_...,.,.,.,u.s.1-1ar.ct,b,---i1-._.lhol 
tllc ~ "Baway" I-. are•- llloa lhc -• med IO -- 1a U.S. I. The 
hi .... .....,.,. o( l)UIClltCn bas led"' -- doily'"",_,.._ ....... prior ......... ,. 
lll111 -in, headweys bcl- bas,_ and woil ~ - ............ I._..._ 
time Alvu,p for PIM=FIS in thio ,...,d. ,- if tbe ba tr....i ,peed 111 .. .,. lipilklady 
in,prv,,ed owrpre-llliswly dlys. 

AIDERS!Dl' 

314. ,.._ e..w,.y ia=dilo.t widl lipifianl ..._ io-ipil lliil..-,. i-of 
"PP"'imllely 71% on-doyslod 130%oa-'c'9da-p,e-119sway ...._ ....,_ I.i 
i-', The ~ tidmliip....,. - froa, "'"JUll .... ly 7,000 dl,ly ..... to 1:1.000. 
- ... aftcf the - _,, n,qwod IO up II IA ... Ct111Map (-Wow), .. 1-o( 
tmdspood tvidondy led a lossoCtbe "fbll lpled"ridenlli~oh~ J%. 

DAn1C SIGNAL'lAND PllOILDC.S 

lll.Tbeonp"'-'plof8-W1y"l)altions--<>paa1illallmlliod)1,ip ...... • 
tllcd<dicllcd8.....,,ywi-lllvi·lo-OIIIClpll-• ..... °"'""""'oUtwiiit ..... 
"',__. """"ah the~ ..... """""-.....,.._.....-.,., .... Do 
- • iostalfcd fo, lhc fiTst 8Ul""J' ll<Jllleut, lllilmd •-1oop--.... o<-01 die.-,.., 1o.....,.-.,.,... tip for _.-;,.boa,a. The lluoway - - ... Ji
.. , tnlr,c ,;p ptttl8)ldon, prioriq,, or pwr.._, bot.,__ Ila s.r..y....., pmlJlls 
U.S. I, llldlhe lllffi< ti&m) _....... ..... U.S. I ii.._,,,._ IO&-U.S. I lraffic, 
.. _....,. aoninc ....,,-,., e..._, --~-...,, • ..,.., • .,_......., • 
biF ponicm oe die ,.._ Mca 9uoway ........,;.., 1ralllc ,..is _,. ,.. ,,;..,.i r.. 
BulMy bu,a. tl,ey "Jellod ii .rod" fer the lluiMy. If I lluo""y but ........... I .,_ 
aouui,---.,., duril!II 1 """1" plax for U.S. I, Ibo ba -.Id NOT,-;..• --- bo1 
-"" be Slcpp<d II tbe lip( IO wail for the nonnol liptl cycle IO~ IOI•..-• ror it 

316. Thett otc ni..-. ...... aowap OD!h&Blilwty JJIO';)OI.CKII Ila d.,.u,,od'-tcctioG, 
widl pod<,lrion mmwolb, or 111cx--. ~ clna> (SW 104• Sao,t. 5W 112• 
Sbm, SW 1241 

Slrcct, SW 12 .. Stred, SW 13:26 Sine!, SW 1361 Shel, SW 1...-S-,SW 
152" Su..., SW 160' s_,_ Caribbean Bowcvvd. and SW 112" A...,.,.) ,n -..Jy 
llljo<:all IO U.S.I and tho Ii ..... for lhc Bun,ay UICI U.S. I ..., .-..u.d • a ,mp 
i-..coica. Si., U11<r1«1ioas (SW i6J" Sired, 11uyon SUcc1, HiNcm Slrod. SW 1146 SCrm, 
SW 1at1• S-. and Marti. Rood)..., fairly clmo IO, but phyaia!Jy ...,.alld a U.S. I by 
...il'ocieat ~ lb&t the ,ipal1 on Ille Bus-, Bl U.S. I ""'o,,atled ~ (-,.;u 
be rcr,n,4 ., ., "i- inlcn<ction>~ Th< other h.,. ~ (SW 9&° Sn,a 111d 
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- - - - - - - -
c..-iao. DIU'l.111, s.a ~ ....... v.a., r...w .. Tnnk c- ...... 
N .... 11crn,-

321. Al 1hc p,.-~-. Bmwey bus driven.,. .-llded., slow., ao-. - 1$ • 
~lhe~tbal ..... 1ttheawon,a..,..,-1oi1,cMi..,-o.-•sipll, 
andp..-dtbroqblhe-llnolDOIC,_15mph, Siacc_vl._llllwly• 
lllliwaan 1..-d IWIY from lhclllCrial MCI plc cnmilp, mil~ .... blllCs 
10,lowftvnt4'"'1'h'°•""P,anddlenoccelmiobodi:up.,4'mpll. 

!22. Tholt ho..,. &Joo - o,w,y chu,.. in nffi< ,;..,.i ..-_ in<ludios - of 
S.My >ipls ,.;,- ""'9e.., U.S. I, limilina lhe vis11rili1y disUnoc o( ...,.., lo M ~., 
..,., _ -. .. •"' Qicl, sipl _ acu,. for than. sipal ~----~ ,_ 
,pc;.! -nins tip St>o<i•l l"'bli< •-Ulllf'lipa a1"I""" .,,.._.amt_,, 
wlticlc opaaulnini01_ ... .,. ..... _;~ 

m . ,_....,...., a..-y ti....,,....,.._ 1nc11nrr .... .,.i, _ffldoM!y _ 
S\IOCCWltl In ..... ly ralucina way iocfdetu, -..._ dlcy 111,. also ,;..-, -
Busway uawl ... MDT mlflm .......... )'a>-.. "1da P-001' •--laa 
mooR die Burway lrall'K sipal pre- KMIIII: oriJiaallJ ~ in a ,.r., -
(u<bailcd io 1he DMIM 11,q,an~ bal II a~ tpCIOd for-of 15 MF',... .. orip,a1 
45 nph. Most. but no, al. of lhc dotoilcd _.,.to-.;,.• die 1nllic liaj,I paanaca 
,,......rot1bcfin1B_y,..-.,tho .. ---.... im~ 

324. Tho - ,..,._ of lhc - ..... ...,.. dcsipod with all dlt o( die •i, ;,q.• ~ 
plant iD Ille DMIM Rq,on, but it is aneully _.,.- to bqin JaVico ill Illa - -
u bu~ onlk fitsll!uo,..y se.-,t.-busal•:ro ,ooppi,,s•cech.-~ 

m. Coafudoa ._.tiOI u....., ~ ADIi lnl1llc: ,ipls - alto boima w--i • a 
,,-for........tQOhl<stio,l..,aau--alllloopa-1111.;cw1o111,1.,.._ 
bccnr1!'Nl,_lsl __ nll""""°>'uall'1Cindu1conidorla-,_a '11,o 
e ..... , slpab wm rqankd by Nny- u delarlnl n>d aclOII or oa to U.S. I, wliiob 
""Y i..e led to fhaantioo..driv bdNMor mi CICllllpOIDlod ,aJ«y pn,l>lmno. n. llcaclMliclll 
of 1K 8usWI)' boss Vallie lip! PfflCRIIC< aod Ill< o<hct ,iplina ....... - O> """ 
mlucc4 boll, Ibo ,afdy ...! ti>< -- <0mp!oiflt J)<Oblcno~ A ...... _.....,.. 
c<>mploinu ,.;n be • -.,.,. i• -i-of Bun,ay bul 111rr.c ..,.i pmaaa in 

'""""--
Si\Fff\' 

326. DMIM rq,oru. "A kll&I of 67 aubel inwl,ina - _, rec<>rdiod at lhe blln,ay 
iJotmcc1i'"1S ~ ll>c period F<bn,aey 1997 woop No..,.b<t 2000. Fo,,y,1illC (73%) of 
ti.:.~ iD\'Olwd mjurie, and t"M> aashts resuhed in fl:D.litie!I."' 

327. Mr. Mmvlion'1 .-sbcws 61 ,.,11;.;..., bcl-,, F<t,nwy 1997 11N1 No,,c,ni>e, 

2000, produci11& 191 ;,,junes 10 bus P"Slffll<I> and occupo,,<s of o<hcf -..hicla ( 15 I of -

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - -· - - -Re~ponses to Comments 

20-184 

Page 9-182 



c--0,, Dllnnt, S.. ffflNI,.. \ 'alloy Eaat-W,_ T,_.I C...W.. ""'11 
N"Hohrll,_. 

_,,...........,.,hotptals.thelMhrneidior-111toe-«oa1-by--.,..cy 
medlcal-1).plm 17t... __ .,.._ 

328. Tbc Mlrml H,raU (l.ui,o Yoncz. "BeMy Safdy Moua-a Ordered ~ Trainiaa, 
Sludy l'n>mued." ~ 2, 2000) lqlOl1ed Ill - inj_, ia 6$ coUuiom ._ doe 
-yia doc 4l--, &om fc"'-r)- 19'7 """'81i ~ 2000, iadudinf- lloolw 
The H-" (Tyl« llridfa, C"""'Y Satlu S-.0,, a.., - OJi«, ·, F.,;/JI to o-, S2.J 
},ljJ/ioft. - 11, 2000) Ibo ,__ _, Sl.4 millioo s,oid by 1he M.ila>i-Dode lo -
c:i,t,c nNb illedbypooplc i,,j,nd illS-y--

(329. Nace: ~ ot lrial, of JUCh lll'c,y iacidcr,os caa 1111< ap 1o - )QIJ. w11icb 
Nbs it 11111ibly !Ml 1M..,,...... _ incl..iod all~ injury ...i poporty ._ 
daiom. espa::u1Jy 1iacc 1he _ ot_ is oa1y •-ot111c -or..-
;,,;..,, ~ lDoidalts -.I. H<r-, • diJcuod "'lhc: ......t H<raMldicl<, - ,_ 
$23$ lllillion-oflloodain for .. doolh of a Mco,).Dod, Palico Ollloer ..... ps!IW 
ii lllo oo11isiort of bis police ~ >dli<le .. idl a MDT bus. lllis lqo, apodjlad clam 
- _, is tloo - majGnly of the dain - ,-;,i-. u.. .... of .... 
amdc. 

330. Al,_ •II ....,.;, rakty Md mt .._ pol'eaional, belie,,e lhat many bus 
_. and 04b<n dalmina illjuria in m:h inc-""' DIUUII claims for -..., 
iai""- ai4lor _.;u,, "'" ..,._ or injunn r« - or public lial,ilityipropony 

.......... ondlicillf--- Whole llisbclido,ay-·-
~ ia_,. ,pocillc i-.., --ia Ulorically ha,.. f- ~ -.paclical. Md fat.,_ riuy, ,o ....i. _,,. claims wilh _,. qucs1ioo oholidicy.) 

331. Tho ool~sioll ..i iojury --., _ bom - sipilicaody-limo • MOT 
...ir-oori-e.............,~ia ,ipaltn,udotberB.....,,y'-d_..,._, 
111d ia YMicJe opllOICili !Nhoclolops. '11,oy doaeue.l -, oip,il\,:,,,,dy - by ~ ..
.,... • ia lho pmod, lollowina lho ......, oil" of lhc 9-wsy bus lnllfoc lipaJ ._ as 
evidc9oodby11Jc.-...,tablc-._ 

332. Tbc r..lJowillt 6-li .. UliJi- M_, H<rold anicles 10 sloow 111'<1)' mcidml ,_ ond 
sip-~ ., Buswoy ..,.,...,_ ....., lime (d,c,c: anidcs IMJ be J'amd I■ Exhibit 
XXVJ): 

A. 12 oolli.- !lwl,p doe liner- -. of~ (Al'-0.,dy, ('.-pl~im 
Sp,//, Trwbi, for s,,,._,, J-9, 1997) 

JI. 13 collisiool and !l slip< i-s-J i'liurios; Salway buoc1 lo 111,p II im<nectiom 
llon@ SoulJocn ... of Busway, lmlporwy di,corn,cuon of...,. ,aoon 11111 lrip bu> 
groa, lip, lipls. modificuioa and 1Jndlrnoizati011 of aaffi<: ,ipb. Md mon, 
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- - - - - - - -
c .. -uo,, DllfDR,Sufe,._ YtW.,,IMI-W•T,.IIIIC- ,.IS 
N__,.:U,lOIM 

Yisiliie sipa,c IO infonD -SU of .. lla•y (AJflnt, Qaody, /Jwwy 
Ci-,,, M:ry Reduct A«ldrnu. J- 12. 1997; 8-Pnorlly F"°" T....,,.,,. 
Red L,gltt, J,_ 14, 1997) --•Y co!li$ian - Oil lltiaoall 5cub Owe ~ al..__,,, --•-•!leJOm-r.,,..., 

IimtiliQd' ~d ~lilia !;IIJl<DllftllTlh 

211-411"'6 61 ~ U7 
9/1-1 l/2L'96 19 46 .,1 
11129/%-212/97 ~ .11 1.21 

Toal f'r<.e.,._,. ~ m .t! 

Post·IJu"""Y 

'1/3-4/9/97 .§11 l.U .w 
The Boswoy iJ al_, l>lomcd for ....-. _,..,;.,, .., U.S. I by • f1ondo Hi ...... y 
Pa""I Spouv,,an. ~ lO - ""1'f'io8111d _.;nf a,,d ~ rar.-1 ooQl~ 
aad recklas ~ ..... " 

Th< local f·DOT ~Chief,-• - Ibo! Ibo...,..-. doe 10 1 ..,__., __ _ 
TlleHtNl,1-,.-00Qllioneclby " ... -Soull>DtdeCOUIII)'-• 
eomploi...tof-~-tloo-y_...i." (/,-Qaaiy, c...i... 
E,,:,,ia, N.., ,,., B"""")' - R,,.,, 1, Ne,,, Mor, C-,t,J. Sq,tanbor 22, 1997) 

C. Police Ofll«r killed in 13.-...y i....-vs.-,.,n,I cs celtilioa (- Mutowitz, 
Pol/a Off-. 11. Ola A{W s-11 Doilt Clfr-Bw, CrmA, Dec..-9, lffl) 

D. Setn~ Trti1ct Tnd,v,..t,os.v,.,NO collilion iaiim 11 ~p:r MoniD<z, J,l'e/rld~ 
C,.,,, l,tfwu 18 Pcopl,, fd>nmy 29, 2000) 

E. r-Mm>-o..lc Police ... collide.., Buswoy ..tile~ to -Y c:all, 
inj"'°" lino c,fliccn C0ra:ea Mtniaa. PollaCan Co/lid,, 1'llrtt OJJbn H"'1, 
May 26. 2000) 

f. Busway blU•vt.-lUlo oolisio,o ,...Its in fa<alily and <ritial injary; Ill pononal 
injuries in ~ col!i>ioo, {IOffl l:IIIS""Y opcnmg Fcbnwy 1997 diroulh Sq,lcmbct 
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- - - - - - - -
c--0. DIIFUR, Se■ J...-o Vol■y ieot-W• T-c...- P■pM 
N-■llcr Z2, 2'k 

2000 (Ml A<lc ..ct Tylff Bridges. Au. Ott, bt CNRI,, - I, :IOOO~ 
Collisioe ,_ by ye■r: 

1997 (Fcl,n,,uy-o-ollu) 16 
1991 12 
1999 29 
2000()-.o,y~) ..I 

TOCII ~ 

"T'"""""""" "'liaoen tiuend with 11,o traf'flc sip!, in 1991 - 1 - o( 
........,, udofflcials lnml tll■lit rocN<..t the-or-.· 

G. C"-t i• Blaway Jl'00"dufto (Llliso Y- Bt,,way Sa/.,,, -- Ort#,.,J 
D,-T....,_ Slwy rr-U<d, NO'IClllba 2, 1000~ 

1. Hino ..aide_._ (l)MJM) to ■-'1ze a.es ofall llCCidlala N a....■y -...... Z. IAolnlclbul~I0-0>ISmpb■all~(Tlm-u,am,r 

- 11 Iha limc,,all "'-....,. "°"""' lllll .-tiom) 
3. Norw1t■inifta lor all 11uo__. 
4 N,ljc■-._; ... 

Tho DMJM repo,t inchdod Ille followu.0 .mrw.delioal: 

I . (_,...,....,i,_,.,_.-!lor■B-,......_) 

- "n..ip ~loop .............. --ri-s "u .... ~ nil -1-w, ...... ...,............_.,IM __ ol .. 
■cl¥ucedloopwbich-icl,eqlliff-10reduoe thoir~~lo 
1Sld.p.b.oa11N ■-htl0>the-- Sui,plcmmlolti .... -,ti,,p 
and - .....,,. .. , __ ,..., r« 111c cfl'cctj~ i-.-.- ot1111o 
- 11,is ........,;. upeclOcl ,o ndritt--6--' 
KY<rilyofpo<entialcrw,c:oll lk ml<nldiam. • 

2. (Loni Tfflll 0..-C-0) '1A111& lfflll mob <4WIICiWWWU Ole 
-for--imlllotiooond.-oflhclbort 
knll .-cl medium term IJICldwes, CH~ m:rr: snd 1 b 
1or,a-conti4cnliao inclvdo 11,c roa....,., 
■. ln,ullolioa offluloiag ligoak, suail■r ■s .-I for lllil!Old.-,,. 
b. lnoloJLttioa of-p1a,A!mll'u....iforroil....i.......,, . 
c. lnsun,nioa o!llulwtc silJllis, lillillr u ....S r... ..-bridaeL 
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© 

c--0,, DRf'EIII, s.. ftn0 ... V•lo)' i..w .. T,_ c.....w.r 
N-hrll,l:ON 

<I. ~ of a,odc ..,......i ---• 

THE INT&acoNNf.CTIVIT\' OF THE QlJE5T l'OK SPl:D> AND SAJIITY 

...... 

333. la Ill Draft - i_, - ~ i_, ~ s.., 
F- rca11.,, Ea,t.,,,.,, T,-Jt Corr""1,, May 2001 (DE]S'DEIR~ MTA cJaned 111111 !ht 
bus trMI tille hm Koodl Hollywood (,p,cifically, 1ho N.r9 lloll,-..1 llod U,- Starioe) to 
w..,,.,. C- (opocillcolly, die ~ T- C.- locnod on ~ A~m,e 
1,et-,,t:n,;•-ae,10aa,jsiru!")-be2U_n_ 

J34. ID llooir __, on ... DEISIDe1R, ...-.nl - patid' - --, ..._ 
ol,jcdicmluthi1nmu,cpn,jecoon .. two..-,dsc 

A. h MNld bo ~ ifflpc,os;t,k for J.fl'A to - Ulil navd - fer a 1-
llll!Dba or~11o:1......,. 

8- Bus - .a.., lhi1 corridor -Id be -ly ~ 11 t!Jc ,pmll MTA Md 
specillcd. •-111c ooodiliom !Im MT A bod ,opocifocd, in dx OOIS/Of.JIL 

JJS. ,_ two i.- - lpoed al afcty - .-. <loooly ~. I• 0<der 10 jllllify the BIIT 
p,c;.a.MTA...,.,_1'111 it wi.ll _ W.., _,,ber> ol',_.ndefJ. ,.-. in 1W11. roqum 
pat,poodand_lieo __ CM!flBYOVIOtJmlO\llbkamailopio,,. -.!ho 
IOdlnok,pcs 111111 MTA ii propo,iq I<> pin Ibis ljlOOd - IC lca<I IO queSlionable public 
..tecy-ond Ibo OC>le uampcallbc IDC of-ta:lmalopa in Nord, Affl<rico. ,_ pro/<d I""' 
Ml'A ll.ldf dl,d~,1t,,,. t1,,, at/"Yaf1/tu, 1~-hos .......i them olf duo lo iu hip -

.t <ollisiom, qwia, ---
lJ6. Without tbe - of-~ -adllally, cwo riA - of dlee - tho - tin,e 
avUlf .C8kTbmiatmlt.«~ udibc-.-1 Pl~ iD th'.1~ >c:aa. ~ 
~iltctll<llliMtyol'lhilprvjecl. - • .-....-lllcit111C,-wi111a..,.-1y 
-.BRT,thero...,.,,ilYaym11jor_.,...~ .. lboBRT. 

337. la 1be FEJS. MTA Im admitted thll 11,c 2U........, ,....I lime P"'ftllla1ed ia Ibo 
llElSi!JEIRitqom-.andhp,o,erl!Odlll<lomruntimtmthrlomlofa"'Lower_..of 

,. 
DEISl!lEll,V-l,Flf,ttS.1, J'-C--7-Hd,,_O...-~.-S-

19. 
" DEJS/DEJa, r.wrs.,, ~<I.....,_, -$-44. 
• S..~V-~ .... o,lo,ly· lewAn>oB.T-..,,,..1.12'11>0;JooC--E>!•"" 
bdlllfcltMemc.-01-Tl'llllitColliioa(CCTC),s.- T-J771191,aodn...A~K. 5tcM. 
",.JW,'2. 
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Comment 20-185 
This comment references earlier comments on the Final 
EIR and is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 20-186 
Please refer to Response 20-35. 

Comment 20-187 
The additional transit riders attracted to the BRT with 
the upper bound (40.0 minute) travel time, which 
assumes a much lower level of transit priority and speed 
than the lower bound (28.8 minute) travel time with full 
signal priority, exceed the new transit riders for the 
Rapid Bus Alternatives, as shown in Table 8.6.5. Also 
please refer to Response to Comment No. 20-35. 

Comment 20-188 
Please see Response 20-98. 
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- - - - - - ·- -
c--o. DRnlll, SuJ"ffllNN Va..,, Elot-W• Trudi c.r,w.r 
~ .... ll,2004 

..... 
1he ,_ 21.1 nune 111d • "Ul'l"f _.. of 40 ~ - la t11o Pllllt, ie ,wi- ,o 
,pocific CGffllMIIIS, MTA """'claam. "lllo BRT Allemlli¥e bu 1 ,_ r,1_,,.. ..,_ ID -
,11ev111cy,-..,.,,2u..-.. •o-".• ._,....,MTA. .... ,,.._,.,.,,_,,_ -. 

"AlripO-lbew,,_c-,y,-HubloNo!IIIHolly,,oodwiQ111a~ 
3, IO 40 ,. .... , """'fOl<d .. _ bus ICrvice wttioll I04ay .... S$ - b 1ho 
_,,.1rip.and"11ichwiMlalllbel...,._•_....,~.,-• 

331. la Ille 11._i for Pn,poal for lbe - 1h11 wiD -.II}' - 011 lht SV BllT, M 

"""""'"- ...... •-
"With .. end-co-eedr-. ..... ol__,,J,1o40,.-._,...._.of 
l' mpli in Ille ~-roocllae, aod 'I MPH aw,-..... U. pn,jod 
will it-dude I fleet o( n,w bus ropid-,..._.,_. 

3.19. E-, i• FEIR,-, (a, - ._ MTA sllll wioba to clin110 tllll - ~ • lU 
- 111Ml 1imc is l0ffldlow stiH J>OIAlle, MTA dllila tbll 21,1,,,._ ._ W-
C:-ud tf<>rlll Holli-od via BltT iJ - Ille •i:.a- u.it• ol 1 - -• • 
MTA'■ own pr,u -• ....S MTA't °"" RFP to Inly m, b..,, tlta will_.,. tit, BRT 
ttmct - ..... JS m- is que:.,tio,,ulc 111d 21.1 ~...., nm - ..,. 

Fm, v.i- 1, ,-...,...__.,..,Lowl)-l't-,/,,NJA-IMTw•ll'-
:--~v::,.":c-nH-7,JU. 
.. "MTACnJ!nP'iNl-ll-,•S..F_v .... i.-w .. ~.-..in-. .. °" lw.w.,," ,._,.21. 2001. (W/f!nnr"' ,..,,,,,,,..,, ,.,..,,,., qp .... 
~ Alwillbc-MkM, c:ililsdlan"lllilMt:w•• ...... "'-a..._toaW-C-•Jrrrloftlil 
tw~il•._.._.,..._.IJo)'MTAIIOIIIIDthe~••WKT011.._..a.....,.,.. -~ MT A. "OIANOES ff,/ !!'ECll'ICATIOl<!I /\ND/ Oil PUNJ, ~ I, 111? Ol'Jl-!," 
...,_ MJ t, 20Ql, Slic2kla S.,·ll, ' '5.AN PDNA1'1DO VA.U.EY E>.IT•WEST BUSJ.AP:m T'UNSIT 
~OJl!CT.--9. 
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C••-0. DIIJ'l:Dl,S.. FttaHO Volley bos-We11 TraMk C- Poee 11 
N-bcrll,lON 

THE MIAMI-DADE: TIIA.'iSIT .usw A y - MTA •s MOD£t. ,oa A "SAFt' UT 

).40, \\'llllo MTA hu-lbollbo-.i - time will bt sipillcdy lli"'°'-dc,p,c it, 
oblliom _...,. to kcq, Ille ,-.li11ercdited 21.1 m- br.'cl tiRIC oa tho lllblc - it has "°' 
.-1111 riplicont dusa _,,,, ol lloe ..,,.._ bus 1md Ji!Ood 11111 .,..,. conclitioos 
thalledlONayaf.,_safdy_,,._ WiliJlboCMqlbOnofah..cra.dybnd'-
~ by 1hc CEQA--c.,._ indlt FEIR", MTA'o cmitt ,_IO .. deeoiled sol'dy __ by __ ,..,.. __ it: 

"A t.asway l)<0ject op,nties iTt Miami. Rorida is similaf "'IN popooed S.. FCTMlldo 
Volley ~w ... T- Co<rido< BRT ond is offend .... .....,ie of ..r..y 
~. TDc Miuai ,..; ... Im bcai iii _.;a,, since F~ 1997. Thc 
t.ao-y, Mlich ....,_ I miles, hos 19 -• ,nd rum ~ to US.I, ;, 
-• by Miuri-0.CS. Tnutrit. Tbe Ma l'rojocl hu __ ,_.,.I,._........ 
sianal ....Uol (llldl 11 -,Id be 1bc cue with 1hc 8RT} and ---.-diMled_.,.,--,, Thc 00<idmt ,_. oilbo-...,,.;,i, cocmri,11,dlipol 
- - appv,rin,Mely I ICCidalt p:r CYClfY 20 millioll ffllffllll wlticlt,, 

"Tho propoocd Bill is daipcd to - ....,...,. with all 1--sipled in o 
-simllar ,o the c-.....1 sipol contn>I ;--.., isl Ibo Miui i:,oim. The 
BRT ~ 1111d porallel - tnffoc will""'• Iha"""" sip,ol phasing o: ;_,;..,._ 
C.-t,all",c will be pbu:d IO pw dlloup both in-• N if Ibey_,. OM. 

"Additi..,.J •kly meaum hove boa! """"1>onled i111o 111t BRT p,oject bip thal.,. 
na1 .,.._ lo tho MiaR1i p,,j«t. Al"'°"II' the bus""l' ...i i-,aUel nJ!k will lolve the 
_,.,..... pl,uq.thoy will-'> boYO tl,ci,own,;.,_,octiw.tism, 11rectpaiolifls. 
n1 ol.,.i, to...,,,...- tJallic ,nd ripl-<urD lanes tllOI 11,ey "" not IO fflkr eithet 
~ Pro-sip,als will be iftlUlJed IO toep Ill aos, IJOll',c from -· the 
buawaylponlkl iraffic: intcnoction. ShooiJd a"'°'""".,_ iJrto tho i-OD a 
yellow sipol. Ibo vdticle will be oblc to pou lb:\>agh die full .-...c:,ioo before Iha 
buswoylpuallcl nff'oc is pt,uod to _.. RiP1 ....,, ,_ ..;n bow odiw: " No rup 
Tum" sip aad !holdd - ipn that_...,. 11,cy will be -,ppocl by o sipl 
sihlll<donthe"1'!'(11itesideoft11eiuo-y''.· 

3-4 I . cosr, fil1I response 10 t1>e 11>avc r,quira I grut deal of daoil The shon ,_ CM be 
made ia - ports: 

S. Fm., "._2, CcamnnfSC5~. CS.1,C9-~. C'M6. C>-61. • ct I•) IC l(•).. C.IMl, • 
~l~--.ofMTA'1n11p108otoSIMty~olOOIMl!ffllm. 

fElll V-l.C-C9-16, .... l-lS1. 
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Comment 20-189 
The design of the Orange Line has incorporated 
addition.al safety features not present in the Miami 
system. Please refer to response to comment C9-66 
in the Final EIR and Response 11-3 herein. 
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Co■-0. DIIJ'Et:11, Seo F......_ Volley "'"-W .. Trauk CMriHr 
N-krll,ltNM 

...... 
A. Yn, ..,_ arc --, put 1iffliloriia - 111< ~ l- (MDT) 

llds"'9)' projt<t and Ille ptopoood SFV Bill. Odl01 - Iii< MDT.....,, 11■n ii 
no -bus tnmit pidlway prajol:I in111c Uailo4 S-<WIWIIIJ •---• 
ii .-ty ..;1ar 10 tho VV MT. Tbe limilarkm .. ._ --MTA
fanh obo>o, ill 11w....,. of .. SFV Bl!T ..rcty r.an, ia 1M 11111 ....,...-. 
an ia pi-m tho MOT -y". 

B. Thcn:il,..__,_a--'Y,ipili<Ml-illlheMTA_.__ 
thcMll) _, i, __ __,.. in --it-...... ""· -oaftlc .. .,.,~., 111c-.-.... 2u,....,__ 
pn,jectiaD(_. l'9dn,o .t A-._ "llim Tia.--i!cFtn.■to Vollt) 
EISi!!II\-Baslbpi<IT...it{BllT), 2<4-May,2000, FilamM: ~""llllwt')
~ 11 - aoui,op wlaa,: lb<n n "°' a BRT _al_.,_ 
tune~ .... lal - r.. - ..................... ..... 
Tbe formcris•~•u<lefieod-. ... lNr-lle-1111•Plrtlol 
Priority. T1lc Busway - do --y ..... ..,. lipl piorily .. p,daODco o( 
uy ,,,,__in fact, ood> Busway i.. _-... -b ofdlt 19 .....,_.,.. ot a 
--~all5 fflf"COIDCIIO&a,n,plclc...,.otdloOIOpU.-.-tfllt,bas 
Im. o,,,.~ trolflc ,ipal- and ... aftor lbc .... opm10r Im - ....... -
ii cleat, poc«ds WOllilli 1M -on II l ,i-1 no..- lban 15 mi,ll As a 

• DN1M-t111m1a-..AJnuA.a.~1ec.. ~.w..,..DMt-...ylp(,.fliiii6t.n..l ....... 
~13. 200),V .... 2. f ..... ~l~A-IJ.iedini'"-. ' 
" l1il,.,. will .aiza MTA"1 ~ r,l .. lmaicaltaaillllllll te_,.,dle r,,_,Ahl!k ..... 
_ _,,,......,_.,...,..,FEllt,Y-1,ll•l-l-'•"1'-""""1/T-s.,,,i,.c-a_ 
ftWltJ'-Tlllliil:PriodlJPlfCl--40 ~---.,...ot-(_., ____ .,.....,. ... _., _)_ ..... .,.....,. ........ .-.,_,.,.,.."" ____ ,.,_ ... _ 
~-..-aawtntfk. 

,..__.,...,.,. .. ""--,10•----by-..... ... - ...... .,. 
......._ (llmm'.11:lll)'itM..-=t .. tt.tbtYNdNI .. Em-W•U.T,...,} 
FIIII.Prionl)',_.,~Cl'tllon•illemftlelfipll!,,_..._.o( ... ._.,.._ 11111~ .... _11o,...--......... ...__,.,.... , .. ....., ................... .,.-_11_ .. _..,......,. ____ itllt_,,,_ ~,....,,_ 
..,.., ... -,,_...,...,,,,_.,...., ...,...,_ . ..,..,.,..,._,. ... _____ ..... __ (n;,_...,"_.,,.,., _ _...,_.....,..., 
l'Mitl_.._.tlle..a\,dpol-1o-., .. -c..i,...i.w_lloo_. (--)<I,.,. ___ ..,._,,.. __ ,..,...__ ... ..,.., 
"""6cll,._.to..,_orbl'WIJ-,_,.;,._,u...pMIC. {lln.,__,....tlbt_.h_,.fli .. lltT .......,.r 

,.._ __ 1,.,..,lh,f'EIS,.., __ in ,lleDEIS/lll!~ k -,..--IA-OOT .......,,,,.......,.A.,.....,..,.,.. .. r.,-. 
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- - - - - - - -

© 

c--o. DARI .. Su FtnUde Valloy lml-W• Tnmll C...- hplt 
N.,...ball,2'0f 

rauh, bus ........ on tloe MDT 8"1-..y io no,.-11-, 111M bw imd oo die adjK<ftl 
U.S. l". 

342. Why hos 1lic MDT 8'aWllynl5< r ~.,.._boon ._ offl"' Wby, a/loroo 
i-ofS21 millioftin 1hc llulway (IIOC i.nchodinJ llol-d-~ hllMIJT _,.... 
all oltbo tpOOd ......._of ... of ill --projoca7 Why, -boioa pllyli<olfy 
l\'lillble f« .,_ice for66 --i1s opmq in --,.1991 lilr°""' July 2002, 1'u Ibo 
full 8-y oaly bem hi fl,IJ .,_..,., for fiftea monlhs .... p.,,;al -- for -
..... wi1li dlo - bm ...- .,...... tolOlly - ....,, (fer Ill< - ... ) ,...,. 
No.cmbctlOOO"'? 

343. Soldy. 

344. Or, - _,,_,,,. llct-. 

345. Dome tho tiiMs .. 11w MDT Bunny IMs tnfflc oipol pmm,a ,,._,. .,_ ill 
--- dlcff wao ,.,,, ........... coltilions ia 4321171-,. (•Ilic.- believed 
IObc_....,_tllcnfficsipol.,..r.-o,-------~~ .. 
•-ofmcn-011Cnay ... doys"'1lalall __ llOd,,_f6c,;pa1~ 

opaa,;-a. 0.•-- --c:ollisioo p,ornay 1..522 bus end-4o-cnd lrips". ~ 
ool-produood 16l btiwics11 n two focalilica". 

346. Widl a ""'-Y ....,_ of 1.2 mila"(MT A abcM: dcom'lles the BulM)' u. "I mil<t, • bul 
Ibo above ud MDT pa-' dcoc,jl,c lhc burway Imp, Dclllliw of --i..WIIY -
RIIWlllponioa of """"'Y 1,m-, • 1.2 miles.~ 11m io oa oollilion,.. or--,. U,410 
lllila. i. the 2000'Nllicnal T....-i o...... _..-..-·!,Cl' repona1 • colliliat -oe 
- .-y G0.619 - Ba ae- Vdliclo Miles (llm .....-... OtClidt, 1ipiticoa,t -"' e-, ~ and c<11im- ..s. lhcRC.... 11,c -e..w., ll<fVice •'- ;, -"""' 
blat,er~ a1mos1 fiw ~ .... w,., fcr lilt a.....,. .-. MTA ,_....,.,.. eoUWon ror.....,. 

.. M) __ ..,_,.,_._,_,__MDT_,.Lylo-NDTSdty...i 

...... ,.-■---- ...... (>GTSMDII) 
• MDTSletl. • ,.__-,,m•-'1-•"'· n.._...._._bu,adc-pno,tty.,... ___ .i,. .. .,..._._aa1y~1"'drolllll~X00. ..... •....,.11mllllfflc-....,,....,..,..._ ............ ___ .,,._,,.,.., .............. -,.._ 
..... ...., ... ,i •• _...,Lylo-0-...l'D'l'lo<ltr,.-· 
' ' My..,.f:l .... _.... • ._.....)' .... 11 .... 

"71111ly,■ ot--1o--.,,......i. · .,,....,,.., ... ,_,._,......_ . 
....... ........._._..,._,:11.I>ooAAsbl•O.C..a..'--H-'4,-9, ,..,._,,..__.,.r,._•,_ ---•C....._ . .._ __ ,_....,_ 

n MDT, --SC-.b ~ea..o.. e.-y,'" hrte·t ...... m nillDI 4A fl WltMli&l•+ab!IWll 'Cm. 
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Comment 20-190 
These parenthetical statements are acknowledged for the 
record. 

Comment 20-191 
The commenter points out that the MT A bus operators 
have a better record, in terms of collisions per revenue 
vehicle mile compared to the national average; one 
collision per 124,862 motor bus revenue vehicle miles 
versus the national average of one collision per 79,502 
miles, 57% more miles traveled per accident than the 
national average. This illustrates how comparisons to 
other transit operators can be misleading. It is not 
possible to forecast in advance how many collisions 
could be anticipated on a new facility like the Orange 
Line. Please refer again to Response 20-35. 
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C••-0. DUllll,S.. l'<naMo \lalloy£aol.Wa&Trulit~ hcoN 
-borll,2Gl4 

124,162 Mooor Bos Rna1'lt Vcidt Mile> Md dio uoc-l a....,._ -colliiioo for a-y 
79)02 Miles"Dila oe Rewaie \lellicle Miltl fioai Nlllll, 2000, Tll>lc 21, r.-11 q,,,,,,,MI 
$,at..,,c,: -• Swppll«i.,.. c...-: D,ta;I, by T,-;, A_, Dtr«tiJ ~ Olfll 
/'"""--I n-.,,c,,.,'°" Sm,ic,, "'4,id, ......t 24,214,800; a,,Ul,000; a4 1,763,669,ICO 
..- ¥Chicle llliles fw MDT, MTA, and Notionll Toal - Ila,~- ~ ; 
11._,,,,.Vdo!cloMila induclcs-direc:UyopmlOINdJUdio-l •...-•loo-~ 
347. 'Ille -y coll- ptocmem iriuriel ll I .-y W. ra: • -.. ol 3.0 
injorieslcolmioo,...., ro.., lima lhe .79 ~, .. MDT 1M ocmce • •.,.... r.r doe y.. 
l.000 (apia. a ,tati,ric tlial includcs ,omc o( .. Bmway oollisiam). MTA --• 2.36 nae, 
for l.000 1111d Ille - mio - .90''. The-,.._ r. dik llisb lllio it hi 1hc ~ 
r:,oU;sim, l<9ded IO be..,.. ........... - the lluocs lendod IO be opcn1m1 ll lqli spood, 111d 
mot1 ofd,e ... ~ ..... - • ~ riat,t aaeia- mcani<d...,. _,., _. 
peq,le ,,.,_apc,cd IO ;.jury-Ille colmiom 0CC.....S. 

l41. 9"'wbltaboul111ow,ylow-.,,.,;.,,_,odbyMTA-.,fwdoot.t>Te.-y
'1llc accldenl - • Ille .-....-i.a. with~ MCMl -1 - __.,, 1 
accidat p<f n'OI)' 2Q mlllioo ~ Ydlidls" - how -W MT A report - 1 1--
roll ill !ho FEllt if.,_ collilio!win;ury dab..-,, .1-c ■-1 

349. The ■-..r i,. MTA bu, mdcmly, ,-,o sdcctJ>dy dcl<rmiM ...ii dlia f.,. .... 
- IO ...-and lllco lo eval- ii Ina way lhol p-oduo'" ill, r,:nlllil- · 

350. The 111tu1ic rq>o<ICd by MTA is - lololly !acamct, bwl ii ;, Ill<,,.. ol a FOIi clool of 
moalpallooi, cnvn in mtlhodolosY, and jldl plUII IIOl~Y ,.,,._ .-..i cksiF. 
ladlldlnc: 

" · The dlla - ·-IO bc lUCII - llltSo.U. - l-!JaMJ/-SIIIUY~ 
- p,..,.,..t after !he Danny AIYffl2. dlo M ...... Oo,lo EMcutM ~. fully -

A~,,.,.._-'1"'lt.e ... tr......tbf•~""llide(ili-.Scac.at..)II ....... ._. 

............. ,-lllic. ------..... --_..,., .... -"""'""' .. -
ctbaa ......... ,.-w-.1na211-~,,.....,..---.... -----~~ -Doi, .. TotllC<>llwom ... U.5. 0.,,00-,n.......--Trma--, -T,.,._INTOl>)lbr2000,....._,T.,._22.,_S.,,,,,V.Wb.,, ____ • 

,-. c,,,._, -.C.....,_.,JT.,.,l"'-1,'-. --"'· 6N, •2'.1'4 kMDT, MTA,oodl<II_T,.._ ... __ _,...,. 
'' )m)B.2000.T,w,1•. r.-s.,oo,,Onda.,,r-.,,~. _., __ c.,a,,,,.,-, 
~..,_ ..... rcpmttdby,_.Jart"MDT...&bul~-ll),MTA·1,61~NmaMToblMolol' 
»u..2~.ltXI 
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20-192 

20-193 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-192 
The data analyzed was for intersections with coordinated 
traffic signals, as wilt be the case on the Orange Line. It 
would not be appropriate to compare the operations of 
uncoordinated signalized intersections on another 
facility to the proposed sophisticated coordinated signal 
system, which will be implemented on the Orange Line. 
Please see response to comment 11-3. 

Comment 20-193 
The calculation of the accident rate of one accident per 
20 million entering vehicles was developed by Myra L. 
Frank & Associates, as noted in this comment, in an 
attempt to provide an accident rate for the at-grade 
crossings in Miami which were judged to be most 
comparable to the intersections on the Orange Line in 
Los Angeles. Please refer to response to comments 20-
191 and 20-192. In addition, signal priorities are 
planned for reactivation on the Miami busway in mid 
2005 (per telephone conversation with Isabel Pedron, 
MDT, on December 2, 2004). 
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C••-0. DIIFl:111, SU f"""'"" V....,. hot-Wat Tnlllil c...- I' ... ,i 
~ll,-

oo- the Buawey 111111c: oipol priori,ia far lhe --i - Uld 6ml - liffl<", 
IIIOCiJloally, Tlll>le 7, "1-Cnol, Slllmic:a(BoioCnoha Only),"~- I, 
-16. Thiallblosb>Mlhocnalt-forall l90..-y~,bcby 
eli-1 o!Jc cipc --.., 1h11 did DOI ha"" "<oordi.-j oi.,,.i CCIIIIOI," lhe 
•lorMcliom ,.;a, t11c , •• r, r, 4", $•, .,.., ....... ,,.. ._.. m111...., ..-
,.,,,.. prcdloced 52 of tho -1 67 - 77% - S..W.y bus auba, ...,. dilliMod 
£rum the -.Jy,is. (Tho 67 cns11c:s iocluilod Ill lhlm 1hc bcpwijns ofllle -1,sis 
paiod ID Ibo aid of .. IIIOiy poriod, not j,tM ,i- tliot ocrarr,d when Ibo 8-y 
i,,.,- ,;.,..i prKrly - -· l'olly 0, ....-iy .....-., 

B. MTA'& ilnpicilly <lainod l1lioMle - lhol Ibo....,_._•- -dillitra,t 
- - plaoncd fCf Ilic 5FV BIIT - Is ao1-ay ..-mc,it, 11111 iadooervi .. of 
dotailed nysis (Midi MTA bl& DOI perfi,n,lod)- Hownu, ...... - - IO 
be I req,,i,_ ID lafona !ho poblK eMl:lly ...... --•~ .. IICllimc: 
- WbucMTACM--wlrydleeldodod-,.llbouldbc 
eui-. ......... _.. .._ .. --- "-'1-,p,cillcally, "" ... 
of lho admod - daa - ilupor.- IUlillri<ia .. ..., of Do Sl'V 
111\T- (MOlloflboadwiadMDT--iom...,.r.;,t,, f11&om-, 
mojor -nn'i"l l)Olllld 10 ._ llur<ny, n.-.. - SfV BaT i
thot ...... w, ~ - v-, - w.-.. 1111d Sep,11- - <>-id. 
Thesotypnofi-.-~..re,y----... ,,,.. .. 
cloM 10 11111io< pnllcl ,.,__ To-viffllllly 111-.,.. oftllc Miami 
........ tllll - __...,. MIii MTA'1 ~ it I luply qoe,tioMl>le 
- ta:limqm,., •Y 1M ...... ) lndml, fn>nl t1,o - 1111t -
_..i bf MTA. dim - no - Ibo! uy ,_ wtio at"'" - «II/bl 
tnowlodi<dllltMDTBmwoy'1J,_,-10....,_tliotlOdlisaamir,J,t...._ 

C. Mere;_, MT.A',""'°" io elimimlinc all the;--.- - cbooe 1h11 
did DOlha,c...,. _<Wbacamill., 18di!<looed, bot >ay ~ ionplic.il -Jlioo-,._ ollm on no SfV BRT ,,__,;om lllal liaV< ....... -.. DUI 

- ii MDT Bm....y 10ICff<dicno 1h11 ...,.. 110C <11:ludod, 1h11 pamt l<riou 
lllitJ,....,.,,,._ i.facl,•weolall1C0,1"""'.,._,SFV8llT~lllll 
- - Aley ......,,,,, -. that 1R not found io ..., of lhe MDT 
8'1sway i-..ctiuns - i,o fad, of b 29 SFV BRT ~iom -1y,,ed, ooJy..., 
- ,lmlt&r,o t1lc: MDT 8"sway -- lliat MT.A did ""'c,u;iudc (Nole Our 
ootal of inlmoctions it lliptly loWff lhon lhc MT A COUIII b:aiae we COUftlod 
mmiDp of DIUltipk - t.imoltoneolllly or dose IC ~ IS I si•&l• 
Mmo<lioa). 

• i...,y...._._~-{)ol,nd-D,;-.,""""'w.~-.-
-Z.2000. 
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Co•-0. DllfDII. SH F...- Valley ~w ... Trnsll CWT- Pop" 
N .... kt ll, JOll4 

D. From 1ha rtVicw of the sowa: elm 1111d 11,c w:y a,dul mas1NCtiOn of the abo>c 

- iD .... FEIR. ii is CWCDdy -· .. draw 1111)' - - than .... 
- or pm<IQI ""'° po,pored it, ml/or dir-.1 11s pr.,,..ace. llod -
~ of 11,c MDT 8uswoy si.- 1111d ,ade a-, -iow doci-, to 
poaa,t II d,ey did to-ii ._1MI Ille-.,, of 111oSfV BRT """"5 pn,dace a 
..re -. _,_,,. ay infomaDOII 11111 miat,I bd to ~ o( 1llil 
............,_ MTAllooremedto.,...,..._.__..._..__ 
.-tobe......-,dinlhe-lawWcll~-. Wliolisb»wlsitlt.lMTA'1 

--..._;ble for ... -- of die fE1S hod 1lio - .... a,,d 
...-Jy enoup ddliled lllllll)'$il of ii - ~IO,,,_ tho - lhot 
- p,,liliDd, whiclonq,.;,..I ·-,.,_.. ..... for .... oflbe ---
- Tla---MDTIOoblliadlisdol,-Tracy 
~ P-. of Myra Frult #. Aaociaes. Inc'°. TI,e Wyn FIINtS ~ 
Mar...,. - Owy ,__ 1111d ll>e Pnnoi,.....Clior,. - ML Jrub. 11,o 
prill>II)' MTA SFV BRT per--.1 n:,pond,le fo, !he Elli. pn,ocu"""' KeYiD 
M;doel, Prvjcl Mampr ud c..l lof,. Di_.., J.-. L ck la Loa i, Ibo MTA 
-Officer.Co,,otywideP!oaolocar,d~ 

E. T1'c 8dllol calculllian pmonnod by 1k -itaao compaid _.., stotilti<s to 
.cllic:lcs ~I inleneaiorls for 1he eat!re 4-period M !ho B-y hod 
been■-111k time tma1bcalculatioo --• fdlnay 1997 tbrOllp 
- 2000. -• for o ,ipillca portioo of this pnlod, oll « por1 of the 
a..-y ba nffic aanoJ Pli«i1Y •Yllcm - "°' _..,. - IAII - -
__. period, ...,., by w, 11,o .., .. periods for_...,.. ol I.ho .0..-y. II' 
MTA - ....... a llalulic ID - dot ..C.., of a 8mwoy _..,. will, boa 
1n1lio ,ipl pmaa,ce lilllilar lo dlOI plonnod r.. the SFV BRT, !hen the ""'1-
of lime paiods wt,cn the bn nffic • .,,.1 lft,-,_ - ,.,, apes>lianoJ 
M>lld-tobclliply..._, 

F. Tllo Clladllion ..iiud - daily hffic cllll !or coch inkn<diorl ~ b)' 
OMlM •llllifliod by 1lic ll1IDlba of •Y• ill 11,c ol6-t-" 8-y ,...,. period. 
- , oJJofthenfllc:......,....,.p,norTIIOCloa....otdoys". 10-,.ror 
- .tu ruodwl)'I, tnfflc on s--dlys, s-11).., and hollda)' ;. sipllcutly Jen 
,,,_ 111111 M ~". Whllout &r...,. dala - Is s--fllOd hao, I inci1< 
c:okldali<a of--i tnllic is DOlpouible, bul this. "all mys OR ...,..days" 

" .. ,..,.__...,,LJi,_'IDT_, ... _..,,_.,.. _ _ 
fm.V-1,~I.U.al"'-""''I , .,....._ v.-i. ,.,,.._, C 
---d,~C.,...,,--(s,,a.l .....,,.., ,_Edoi)nl , ... , 

Chq,,w2. "Tl'lffttow.:twblin."-tlM1yV•....,_"_pp.l .. l$.116-
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- - - - - - - -
c--. 0. Dlln:111. S.. F ........ Valley Ea•Wnt Truak C....W. 
N-■ ..... 22,ltN 

..... 
~............,--_.,. .... ~-.. .....,. 
pmo,1...i,-...,pro.tocaao--ll,ait~ 

Q. U!0"1dJ,DMIMdola,laN!d ... ,q,roduce~a,s-___ __ dio 

i■- wilh <»«di-sipll-.,j (ol)_u_y I _pore_,. 
20 .. ~lioo .-,,. Yd>lda" - Ila did p:vdsc a '111w of - - .-e_,. 
16,m.290 "'~ >ehiclos (lhis ._ of cldail P<--..1 for ,._ of 

~ precm llAUJtios). ~ -. - - ....... to .. _"" 
milliou, ,_,. 16,32,,290 docs IOUlld to 20 mllm- Ila the ..,_.. i& II.~ &ta 
!he poinl ""'joellou Md, of_,., ctrurs °" the side !hat bdm ~ MTA's 
coolention 11,o! tbe SfV BRT dtsjp 01 safe. 

3'1 . w.AltU..alxM:qmbbla ,..;-.. uaa,p1cso1"°"",..10pcncno--■1y11s 
andlCll'how., ,naoipulale-., ~ you, fl-.d - In the -poojljw -. llx 
key probleo, ..;1h die•-,_ al lllo - willt- .... _.. -
-=-iy I ao<tdaicpcr,_.,20aillion.-no,¥Chicles",wi,licis,Dlfll7,._il.,_ 
aponicaarlypid iodic.ttClffurour.....,.._ Wlalwoarellyiflc.,cloislO-lbo 
l&fdy of BRT pideways opcntiJJ, • Ille MDT e.._ does Md."'" SfV BRT is ,..,_i 
10 _.... Vd,;olc, -.. IA i- is I mmd -ic IO be .aJimd ii -
~ola>llisims -viotlllc -.ehi<ln aouU!f Ibo IMlsway, Ho-. 111■l • "°' .._ _ 
oflllis a.Jy,i, -lhc r..., is lh<-■lyns of !n., oollisiom. MTA', ,..._;,, 1N1 llle
..tulr«1his-. 

3'2 For !Ill major portioo ollllo ..tiidcs _,,. 1hc Bww■J. - ..., oo llal ■-ywh,n

lho fflllinc - 11 - - tile C<JIOllQj -.diicks aoaed. By du ....... ._ ... -
-■ioC 11,c 8-My, the,.,., 1hc a....,. - be pu ....se (fur - - - - -
- .. tho B•w■y, ii IIOd I~ ,o(ay ,-,i fur but-..__ ool_~ Wlilo 6,iJ ii 
ol,,,~ ■--,ltisljl\Mo.ci1wl<t.,-IIO,oyinsN1~
.. 001 lilU<.h of ■..,...,, t.z■rd beca- only a lfflOll .-of'""°' m;-, n la..,.._ 
JmoMne-. ,. r.r_. ldd'ol ,w;n1c-1,e, ..ii.,,,_..,,.°'~ 
m;..,...,. in<>l"ld • -(and bow does thu-., 11w.,._-....... far ..... 
impolredcki ..... )7 

(3'3. '-in&ly, IOlal \diidcs is most .r.i fo< "11l)'Zi .. - <Oltitiooo - bat Ult -
p.eoc,IIOd ai, .,._ ......... - - As,.. dwl - below, dlcte .. -
......, IC> bet;,.., 1M11he MDT Buswoy hu-0>• lipriflcar -In-.. . ....., 
coUisiom • e-y ....... ....., i,., 1hex 1ypa of oolli-....,.""' iDdioded., die DMSM 
cruh-, nor i•tli., Ml'A. "I pa ..ay20nlillion"11<ringYehick,"~) 

)~. Tho -•.i.: thll is far """" -u,sfill t1w, the aash - pct ..iii<la _.,. 1he 
!k&s-,, m thea.o,.,..,, is 1hc aash rale pa bfa. To prodllce lliis Slllllltie, ,-dlla items.,. 
n,qllii,,d, tJ,c -ofbu,.vs.-«ber •ehicle calttliom, wllich is l:nown, and the"""""' oflNs 
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- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-194 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. The crash 
rate referenced in comment response 20-191 is an 
appropriate statistic for consideration. 
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C-0. DlllfUII, S.■ f......s■ Valor £■le-Wat T,_ c:.r.- hp,
Ntof•• ll.-
trip■ pa _ .. _ W1oile thole dino-..s ... - ~ .....a, !hey ..... 
- ID bl of ..,.C ~ - Oil)' dill'orau ia !alill ca..,i by_,. 4rra..- i1t 
......, is "'1mllCly ■■libly ID lie suft",ao■dy laf' "' ilDplCt any dee.- lhll 11111)' be 
ialluncc4 by Ila ,-ly,il. k - uiwma!y cloc:idod 10 IOilm lilo ■ulllor'1 llXUGdolofy, 
~~k~-----l'or-b■t-..,..-y,. 
..is.,..ys;..tiiie111eDMJMnponoal)'p..i.-t-i,,..-..,,-. 

lU UIIISDO ... look ■1-_,.;..elll0Slioo"': 

Ou/, lw-o Pw Y•llld<• £,it.,,,., &dlooy /.,_.,., 

Crasb Rat, Scloc:led BulMy I--. u Rcponod by MTA 111 FEIS: I In 20, 000.000 
0.Rat,Sdoc:lodB.....,.t-,uCok...-6-DMJM 

DIii■ (W~~ I lo l6,J,'.5_290 
CrabR,oe,,t,.ff_y ___ em.Period: Jin 5,t lS,911 
en. Rate. Eatin, Bu,woy. Bus Priority TiaBic; 

$1p■Hac~l'modaOllly; lio 2,lH,ffl 

C""1,/WuPaBIUWQ)llhau~Bw""Y/,n.,.,.,,...,.. 

Cnlllbtepa~Busway8ul,Aff1-----E■lirep,.jod: lin 1',937 
Cmhltatcpai:.rioallm-■y Bu. AU,-,-. Au Bu 

Priariiy Troflic: Sip,liaa Clpnlioa■I l'modl; I in 12.~ Crab_ pa e-;,,.Bur-, e..,All--. l!quol 
Opcnlion■I r .... hriool ror Al~: 1 In 0.01 

C'nllh Rolo pa 0-Woy Bos Trip 'l1ln1op All &.way~ 
All 818Prioril)'Tt■lllc SipbOpc:rmq: I ia l,'22 

(3'6. l'IOIO: Willl lhc °"oq,doo of Ille wey 1111 -- all cn,I, - 110 for ...,1, .,.._ 
-.. •1111< illlfflKlioat, ·-"" oil ........ ~- Tho r,..i - ii for. boo 

11 ~---111-_.t..,_llMIM,_(T ... l,"l!-Dol!yBo,T ... -
J)pi<,IW-,.,•v-l.-ll)IM ... _MDT .... _ n._,_,........_,_.__......,.....,. __ .....,...,. __ 
5,097...,W,~nalpw.•.171,a.,,.._.q/4.4%. Mort~. -tltla...,~ 
--~•• ........_.._. .. .,..__,.,...w,.a2l11. •--•~10......, .. _,., ___ ,.._,-;lllylo ......... ..-..... _ .......... _,, 

••..-..rioll••----•....._CMJM-,.mi...._ Alm,lil:i&k....ll..,_-.et"t...,..lt 
~berMla .. Dlllitlo(1NDNJMMddleatlor'1fllMlh. 

b& Ditflr•-htk.il..,MtA c:nlltr-.efJlloaa,-Nmi11ioa•p,--1a_..o1.ihs a-ml"tk,. 
"'tllioaftllcril!ll"'Clllide:I Theadlll't .. aao.•s~bwtoecllt,hnl-.lM'w11J•lb.d."' 
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20-194 

20-195 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-195 
As noted in comment 20-19 1, MT A has a better collision 
record than the national average. Comment 20-193 
points out that many of the intersections on the Miami 
busway are dissimilar to those on the Orange Line. 
Differences in the physical design of the two bu sways, 
d ifferences in the traffic signal systems which will 
control the buses and other vehicles, and differences in 
the performance of bus operators make it difficult to use 
data from the Miami busway to forecast anticipated 
accident experience on the Orange Line. MT A and its 
consultants, working closely with LADOT, have taken 
every precaution to design the Orange Line in as safe a 
manner as members of the traffic engineering and civil 
engineering professions know how to. 
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20-196 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-196 
Comparisons of light rail vehicle performance and bus 
performance can be misleading because buses are lighter 
weight vehicles which can be maneuvered to modify 
their travel path to avoid a collision and have quicker 
braking capabilities. The commenter notes that bus 
speeds will be reduced at crossings near stations, which 
is approximately one third of the crossings. The Revised 
Final ElR presents data for the BRT alternative with a 
40.0 minute travel time in addition to the 28.8 minute 
travel time to address the concerns that the buses may 
not travel as fast as originally anticipated, and the BRT 
Alternative still results in the largest increase in new 
transit riders. The Court of Appeal affinned MT A' s 
conclusion that the BRT would not create a significant 
safety impact ancl agreed with MT A that it is not proper 
to compare the Orange Line with the Long Beach Blue 
Line: "MT A was entitled to determine buses were a 
different kettle of fish from trains." (Court of Appeal 
Decision, p. 19.) Please see Response 11-3. 
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Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-197 
The description of "far side" stations is acknowledged 
for the record, but it should also be noted that buses 
passing through intersections as they approach the far 
side station would be slowing to stop at the station. It is 
correct that the majority of stations on the Orange Line 
will be far side stations. While it is true that the Orange 
Line will have the similarity to the Blue Line noted, a 
preponderance of far side stations, other comparisons to 
the Blue Line should be d iscounted for the reasons 
mentioned in Response 20-196. 
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Comment 20-198 
The differences in the relative weights and mass of 
autos, buses and light rail trains are acknowledged, but it 
is not feasible to forecast injuries or fatalities. 
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Comment 20-199 
This comment about the safety feature.s provided at at
grade crossings on the Dlue Line is acknowledged for 
the record. See also Response 20-196. 

Comment 20-200 
Please see response to comment 11-3. The Draft EIR 
conditionally provided for such gates, but only " if 
required and agreed to by LADOT [Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation]." (Draft EIR p. 4-266.) 
Moreover, the Z-gates were removed in response to 
criticism in Comment C9-69 to the FEJR. The 
commenter likened the Z-gates as "Disney-esque" 
playthings that are attractive to children and would make 
crossing the streets difficult for the elderly and mothers 
with strollers. (FEIR p. 7-157-7- 158,) Agreeing with 
the commenter, the FEIR responded that the Z-gates 
have been removed from the Project. (Id.) The FEIR 
also explained that even with the Z-gates removed, the 
pedestrian platforms, signal timing, and LADOT's safety 
standards will adequately protect pedestrians. (FEIR p. 
7-142 - 7-147.) The Court of Appeal already considered 
whether Z-gates were necessary and rejected it. The 
Court of Appeal affinned MTA's conclusion that 
implementation ofLADOT's safety standards would 
adequately protect pedestrians. (Court of Appeal 
Decision, p. 13.) Accordingly, the Final EIR provided 
the evidence on why the Z-gates would not be installed 
and that the other safety features still render the impact 
less than significant. 

"The Mid-City/Exposition Draft EIS/EIR (April 200 I) 
included alternatives for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and 
Light Rail Transit (LRT). For purposes of comparison, 
similar operating characteristics for BRT and LRT were 
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Responses to Comments 

assumed in order to compare the relative perfonnance 
of BRT and LRT modes in that corridor. California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) requirements 
were utilized for LRT, and gates were identified in 
locations selected segments of the route where speeds 
exceeded 35 mph. Similar assumptions were also 
appl ied to BRT, although CPUC regulations for 
crossing gates do not apply to BRT projects. 

In June 2001, the MTA Board adopted LRT as the 
mode for the Exposition Transit Corridor and that 
project has been designed with crossing gates in 
accordance with PUC regulations. No further work has 
been undertaken for BRT in the Exposition Transit 
Corridor and no requirement for crossing gates has been 
identified." 
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- - - - - - -Resp'!_nses to Comments 

Comment 20-201 
The characteristics of the individual corridors can affect 
the design of the transportation technology appropriate 
for each corridor. The Orange Line right-of-way is 
typically wider ( 100 feet) than the Exposition Corridor 
(50 feet) right-of-way, wide enough to accommodate 
pedestrian and bicycle paths as well as landscaped 
buffers. A car turning from a side street into the busway 
right-of-way at a crossing on the Orange Line would not 
immediately be in the path of a bus and cou ld stop prior 
to the actual bus crossing in the middle of the JOO-foot 
right-of-way. Please see Response 20-200. 

Comment 20-202 
The impact of bus headways on traffic operations of the 
adjacent streets is influenced not just by the bus 
headways, but also by the volume of traffic on the 
adjacent streets/intersections and the design of those 
streets/intersections. The streets adjacent to the Orange 
Line tend to be newer in design and part of a grid system 
located in a lower-density developed area, whereas those 
adjacent to the Expo Line are older in design and in a 
more dense urban area with higher baseline traffic 
conditions. 

Comment 20-203 
This comment relates to drivers frustration with the 
Miami busway design and is acknowledged for the 
record. 
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Comment 20-204 
The comment describes the two major types of 
intersections on the Miami busway and is acknowledged 
for the record. MTA, its consultants, and LA DOT 
carefully assessed the design of each crossing on the 
Orange Line to align the crossing and the adjacent 
station platform areas in the manner judged to be safest 
and easiest to position positive traffic control devices 
(signals) to control street auto traffic, buses and 
pedestrians. 

Comment 20-205 
This comment describes the types of at-grade crossings 
on the Orange Line and notes that the crossings on 
Sepulveda Boulevard and Winnetka Avenue will be 
operated with coordinated signals on the north-south 
streets. The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment 20-206 
The traffic signals on Sepulveda Boulevard will be 
clearly visible to operators of vehicles on Sepulveda, so 
they will have a positive indication (yellow then red 
signal) alerting them to when they need to stop for an 
approaching bus. 

Comment 20-207 
This comment notes that safety concerns are minimal at 
the Victory/Variel intersection and is acknowledged for 
the record. 

Comment 20-208 
The traffic signal phases at Orange Line at-grade 
crossings wi ll be designed to give drivers positive 
guidance with green and red turn arrows to avoid 
confusion or the need to wait in the middle of an 
intersection for the passage of on-corning through traffic. 
All of the turn movements across the Orange Line will 
have protected turns, not pennissive turns. In addition, 
nearly every intersection of the Miami busway is at an 
oblique angle to the cross streets. (Miami Study p. 2.) 
Yet, most of the BR T's intersections will be at a 90-
degree angle, much like standard street intersections. 
(Draft EIR Vol. 2, Sheet 25 - 54.) In addition, there are 
complex intersections on the Miami busway such as 
S.W. 152 Street. There, the busway crosses the 
intersection ofS.W. 152 Street and S.W. 92 Street at a 
45-degree angle. (Miami Study p. 2.) Yet, during the 
four-year study period, from February 1997 to June 
200 1, the S.W. 152 Street intersection (Miami Study p. 
13.), p. 12, fn. l.), had the third best safety ratio of all 
the intersections. (Miami Study p. 14 (safety ratio of 
0.018); p. 12 ("Locations with safety ratios greater than 
or equal to 1.0 are considered high crash locations.").) 

Therefore, looking at intersection geometry without 
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)95, n..--._;__,11lboaldcrondlc lllliqvc. All_-..,.;._ 
11 1on1 - ....., (ill -..., 10 1hc BRT pidcwoy). All line - Ille BRT .-,..y 
.,_;,,. rJio inlcn«liol- II w,gle&other -rip.,...._ Aad Ill rlnc- <Xlrffl1<1J, 
cl,allmsinJ,afely-. 

A. iJllcrN<!ion 22. - ~/Edld - r.-Wat 10 East, rJio Bl'lT oli.,._ !int.,_ Emel 
in• Souc._,,, dinaioa lllllllhcft""""' • Iii< Cll&ndlcr .- tbc -•-IJI 
10° ._J m>mrll of Elhel will ttq,,i,. ..,...-.,. will, ...rr,. sipk oe -
a..ndlor, s..ah oftt,, m,.,;,,a. nc1 AJbcD IO o,c Hom T1lffl, a .. buo ~ E .... 
coordi""'""' wnh the: ,ipb • C!landl<t ond c-.r ,..;11 be r,quittd IO allow lh< 1M to 
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20-209 

20-210 

- - - - - - -~esponses to Comments 

considering a number of other factors can be misleading. 
Further, the Court of Appeal affirmed the DEIR's 
discussion of traffic safety was adequate. (Court of 
Appeal Decision, p. 16.) Thus, the Orange Line's 
intersections do not create a significant safety impact. 

Comment 20-209 
Please refer to Response 20- I 96. 

Comment 20-210 
This comment describes the unique nature of the 
Chandler/Ethel at-grade crossing, which has been taken 
into consideration by the MT A, its consultants and 
LADOT in the design of signal and signing and striping 
improvements at this location. Please see Response 20-
208. 
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C..-0. DUUll,Su ......... Vair)' Eaat-W• Troaoll C.,.
-.,...,. 22, 2914 

....... 
CN11S Wmt,o,..s CIIMdler 0>1lw ......._ _ _,oialol IO l<O---. 
Elhtl(auum"'l•bm,pecdof_.,,..-1y4s111p1). MTAlhopl,a,talllllialipol011 
Oatd<t inmled,..,ly prior 10 the BRT alipnc,lt ........,._ - WIii ..... limilll --•-•ipials. 
1a - ... ys. ,,,. • .,.u .. Jor w-...i e ..... 1 - could i,. .... - il,porli,,i. 
With lho-, •- frolll dlo Chandler - ID die Noni! lid< a(ll,o - ........ 
"'a pduoJ - a WalboooN -le.., Clandlc, pualldi .. 0. W-BllT 
I~ could 6ad I bus JUddenly-. ~ fnxl tl,e left. ial-'97 -
IO I -..hide floffl a lane 10 !ht left ouddc8ly ,_.,,.. iMo ils laM. fs 11,a - .-Dy 
-.. •11 .._... (10111 alOfflll et.di« w .. olC..W- C..,.00 - - .. 
....... this c,r,ina Watwwd - it aKlllial nls w,11 .....,. a-. ;,, lhc 
- lnlfT,c tiplifll - fol - JW1llld 10 the -y . ....... dime will be• 
~ •o imo:h -o....,• oycla far bmcs_. - trallic. Ill lluat«"-o(~ - tbt 
oal) BRT K<tion ..iwtt Ill< bus openti1w ti-! will be lilllilod ID Ilic ...... o( 1111 l)Rllol 
,um - llo, ..-!il!Olbi will ....,.ny produce bu1es 111d cm "-'illl ....... for ln<nl 
blo<u, aunin, at 111< IAIIRI au,,.._ llltT ,_ - .u,d ..... Ille ..,. beiq ..,,,,,..i • 
Coldl,,atet Call)OA (or, aJtcniotiwly, II lhe ,,.,,-,., ,;,,w oe Clllndla --prior to tlic: 
BRT alip,,nt <>•rvi•110 Ille Nooth). Tli, .t,vioa danpr it <l<S ......_ Ydlow, or...,. 
Red. ~ ..... ...i windi,w up• lh< """'I place atll" - ijrne. 

Aaolha pn,blc,,I will be l"""fflftlSooodllloundCol-Ca,,yoo ...... -aokiat• 
ritt,I•- ,. ,,,_ the- - . .. fonunaldy. ~ - •-Lill< 
""'"'°""lholdri><n..ipodalriM,i...an ""'- ......,, .. _.n111o ........ 
and....,-..lcrossine ... llffllS."11oodl<)lbeb<Yo--..cdy«001- diOl .... ltno 
nflk __,.....,tboltboy-"bcat"lhc_.,;nr.-wllkla. Alao,dion.,. II m-°" the-,ideofOarderWCII of~C----JSOA a-.11o, . 11,o,.-i-.i..._ ____ r.rw.-...c-........._ 
to bt POl'P"I• lhc Red one.ow........, boablo .,lco.., ,i,,;,-_.,ad Ft.., IO 

~- Wbilc -...t.BRT""9eo ...ouki al>O p>K ,.-,. b W-~ 
au1o'1, .i- MMlld otlcut be - llke'110 bt...,. by Ille .... dri...., 11111 •-·• _, 
i,, 11,e boos °""''°"• - lbe .....,,.. ore <looiq •only• aliabl ...,._ ol lo" or la! -
tltlloop lht clooina spc<d cOOl\d be IIO mph or patr.r. "1>idt - - - ad 
makes "1'Y <clllitions chot .....ici .-.fw-hcclylO-wioua UV"'Y"'-._ 

B. U1lene<lioon 20. - °"""nl-Bulfalc,I\VoodJmr, - i, par,ic,olol1y ~ ,._.... -
the Wat, tht bmway a,n,es li'Oln its Eastbound aJi~ IN< parallels Ille i:a..wno 
,.,.... io du ponioft of the Valley, begi"' ., ,,... 10 tllt s..,di, - W....,_ a --ly I 20° ....... ll'IYth --ly 400 lod. ai,d lhea "'°""' Oumd 11111 the 
cwrClll io..,;.., ol'Dull'alo, wilh boll, - btint Eu ....i Soolll of ll,ii lMI croai"I-
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Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-211 
This comment describes the unique nature of the 
Woodman/Oxnard at-grade crossing, which has been 
taken into consideration by the MT A, its consultants and 
LADOT in the design of signal and signing and striping 
improvements at this location. Please see Response 20-
208. 
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c .. anll 0. o.FIJII, SI• f-ValloJ -.w. T,_ ~ -......u.1 ... . ..... 
Caanliuu,. w 11111k: ,..i.11 lh< - of w- -i Ouwd - ...i 111o ..,.is 
N«III and Ealt ofdil --will be qoile ~ 11 lilr 111c IMes IO proceod wiu.... 
"""'"""trall",c in botll~ .,;11'-IDbc11._t11111e-lilne. If dlisbodl--,-. 
- ,ipolifls it ... ...-. - lllor. Mil be ... - ~ o( - nfflc 
n.,,,, I( ll la'!, Illa Ille llolMy bula wffl - ., ""P 11 ..,.,. 11 1cas1 OIICC, IDd 
polollliallyl'lrict. 

Abo, I!-, thu • -~ Ii, IO cJ..,. can (or., oqoivaJc,,t ~ - of 
lnl<b,-llld-lorF vdiicfa)IICtlOpj!Od _...,,_ CN1 W---
M ~ ll lO I◄ car,(ottlleequi ...... )AOIIP'III w..-on o-d. lllco tll< 
BU.U..-.....WboblocW. MTA~dlotlMbaNoyaaui .. of,__ 
MIi be-t.d for_, _lobe .....,.,..i lhcns111-oipok, boodri..,com~ is lot 
tlolllus,nd. 

-ole. Jiurty lli,i, ..,.i. o(.,_..o1w........, oad lhe pumcc of._ lhll 
bloctslplliKs,-is-,-vm"blli1yol_b)'...,driwn,..ivic:c-. Fot 
- aoaina o...-d II • tllollow lftllc, w-..i _, wiU - lillle Yilibillty of 
W......_, mo's; ood ~ ...... will - tinlo -.bilily of E-...i -••• ml 
,ic,e ..,._ for - .... - •• .,....._. ill_,...--, dlen will be beno, 
rilibilily - -...-Jy ,o"- l,vc lhc: dosiOJ ,peecl ,.t) be qlft hillh,-..... IQCtion 
limes ond --Ibo ,c,<ri1yo( any collioiam . 

Anadll:r luuo wiU bo in-..Nor-.i whic:les mi w-. Crom 011ildRSriJH"""" .... ~--... _.,;.,_ 
Finally, --oa lhl!Wo wiU ___, ClJmud slisiwly IO dw WCII ollhl BRT 
a...., poiol. Bodlalo can mol;iq • risl,t two onlO Quw4 w,11._ im...tilody be cm 
1lle BRT aliamaool TIie aa1o of i-11111 llw jNCaNd ollllc E.ulboomd BRT 
- plllfon,,, will Nb ii ........iy diff',cuh for die dmffl of uli ..tiiela IO be oble 10 
tceW........iBRTbuseL 

C. Po,bopl w ,... dllll<np]c SfV BRT iftlffledioft ii - 1111d flllloll. 1k BRT is 
~ .. --~•s"......io-dlqoaola<J&WCof_r,(_ 
...,..-., ,;.,_ _..,, dlemwldle of11,c ...__ 

OIMously, all l1all'ic • bod, - .- be bolled IOI' 8-y bwes CO to °""""' lhit 
;-.,,. Abo.Nonh,ud~..t,;dcsoaFahoo..-bc.u.-dcomoke 
rip-""1 fnlly, Ille JNjor trip_,.. II thil - it Valley Colqc, on dlc---· S- "'Diil lh<E....i.-i 8-ay llllioo will - toc,cs, llx 
e.......y ., ,_b lho boo,diftc plotfonlls. sn.dalll 111111 ama. naain1 IO <alCII I bus ore II 

rm for bcina lri1 by IMa, .-,icoluly Waobouod "'- 111M will be .,,,,.-in1 lbe 
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B_esponses to Comments 

Comment 20-212 
This comment describes the unique nature of the 
Fulton/Burbank at-grade crossing, which has been taken 
into consideration by the MT A, its consultants and 
LADOT in the design of signal and signing and striping 
improvements at this location. Please see Response 20-
208. 

Page 9-209 



© 

c--o.oan3,s.a, ....... V""'7£,,ot-W ... T-C'wriolo< ....... 
_...,U,ltM 

c-1k II lff"O-ly lj mph - ~ floa 45 1111'8 oo .,_ way, 10 Ille 
WodxMnlB-i,-onlhc--oftlii1-

FmUy, City of LOI ..._ia fire SUtioft 102 ii locotcd 11 13200--•the 
---oflhc inleneclioe, oppn,,a-iy 100 y...is-tbe _,_ 1:--, 
firecoll1 ct.o.p 11,i, ill--will, d,ofin, ~-....... -,wlllt tllffic 
sip! p-i,tioa •- - edm - ~ of~ "' IN ..... Nd 
op<nbClO o<lhc ,;,,,.i;.,. .,_ror••-· 

ThcJAfdy- for tlris i--...-----lhc-pn,blaao( crosm1 .._.,........, moi«-••t1ie-.,.. ;..11w-,a-. 

396. Dcudc:>dlooe .,._.cluc:mwl ll>ove, ,_.,. .......,od,u,afcty_,_....,oould ---; 
A. Cori_,, dmom vmo-.,.....,. .-Ille B11.T lli.-,,cnt. Thio il-lilllly o, be a ~-Ille BRT is11Cll1 IOt....,.. __ ori• d,omidilool'-p,tii<mc 

- c, in 111c Oodlcr.......,-. adriwr «>old ;.,,.s., -•loft-oa lO 
lhc...,,,._i-ttroct, tu wuid...,-.-0,,oodlr BRT. 

Unfun-1dy,..,,,.. driven ..too fJNl lllcmsd,icsitl lllis situation--. wW.caa 
""110UI IO b<~......, ....,.._ aot, tudl ~ IO bo<:k oot oflllO ..._ .. die 
_,,i.,_il.~•U-lumoolhtbun,oy,<tc. 

.B. Dn-.m ""'° iffll"OIICJlY and ....,.ianllly ""' 1he BRT at;,,- o, • -_ or 10 
twid l lllllk: bod<up. 

C. Dli..,.""" IIIIIIU 1M 81\T llipmall AM,..;,,._ 

D ~ vdli<lc dmm, pa,ticalotly police ofllcm, who lllilitt the 811.T 11~ 10 
respond so .....,pncy c.la o, for.....,, - (Nol,: Ciiy of I.al Aqcla lad olliel' 
- vehicles will "'"..,. lhc ___,. .,.._. 1D u;..., 11,o BRT1 lnfflc 
,ipal pd...,,.,. """"'· The few Cily of Lot M1<16 <merf09Cl' ,.Wda IMI .,. 
~ ~ Wdb ....,.;1 ..... procm;,<ioo omoa ulilia ~ Ila ii...,. 
OOCllpMil>lc with Ille ..i...cc loop~ 11m MT A bas q,eciflOd r« !ht BU U ii 
OOC k-,, if MTA plNS 10 cqoip die Comity of LO>......,.. Sbaiff'1 ~ patrol 
an tllol ~ lum 6"'!a LASO, or ill own _,worn o/1'- -ry olllcffl, - 1llac 
do>ica.) Thc u,c of the !,IDT llus-y by - veblclcs bu led IO - ._y 
lfflOW miilWOIII. 

397. Any ,-,aabk i~ of 11,e pow,,lill for ITal1lc safety poblnnl II doe SFY BRT 
inl<n<diam disc.,,.., abo,,., will ,._ ,,. ... Con<GN. D<spitt lhb, MT A·, -I .tbar,sion 
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20-214 

20-215 

20-216 

I 20-211 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-213 
Signage will be utilized to alert drivers not to enter the 
busway. Enforcement may also be required. MTA will 
coordinate with LAPD and LADOT to fine-tune the 
signage, traffic signal indications and/or striping at any 
locations should experience indicate that drivers are not 
clear that the busway is for buses only. Please see 
Response 20-208. 

Comment 20-214 
Enforcement of illegal use of the busway is the 
responsibility of the LAPD. Please see Response 20-
208. 

Comment 20-215 
Please refer to response to comment 20-214. 

Comment 20-216 
It is not anticipated that emergency vehicles would use 
the busway. Should they ever find the necessity to do 
so, they would operate under standard procedures for 
such emergency operations and utilize lights and sirens, 
as appropriate, to alert other vehicular traffic of their 
presence. Please see Response 20-208. 

Comment 20-217 
The comment notes that human beings do stupid and 
illegal things and is acknowledged for the record. MT A, 
its consultants and LADOT have attempted to anticipate 
driver and pedestrian behavior and to provide positive 
guidance via signs, striping and traffic signals to any and 
all such persons who must cross the busway. Please see 
Response 20-208. 
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c..-too. DU"DA.S.. ,.,..... v....,.i: .. w• T..-c..-, 
"-•2l.-

....... 
of' BRT ..r..y is ooly lliat,lly '°"F - 1 lffllle - ia tho FEIS - Volume I, Section 4-
133, 1.o., "A«id<nl l'-,,i;o,,. c. hll Bll'T. ~~Al...., 111d 
M;nim..., ~ ~ (MOSl" l'P• 4-llJ/ll!I, nit )Wm P,-,. 111d 0011<!111i<m 
Aldlu: 

A. " .• dmr IIRT Iii-- ....Wbo cxpclld 10 --npoct lnis ii miaorodvmc
NEPA(aot q,,illcaM-CEQA)oo _.,. )ICleflliol," 

B. "Spocial affl)I raMa llav,: lloo been deoip,n,d IO P"IIOCl >tMaoior tnlfflo ctOUiaa 11,c 
comdor. e.r- rcoohinc t11e ~ .i-s wmd t>t --.! t,y ""J><HINI•• u.c 
lboy lR~ •-........... conidm. Tralllc tipu will be aodiliod .. -. .,_ '"""""' ..... ,.,,..,,,..trallle 1-... -tccepeal,k 1-lt o( 

ocnia: ·-- Tbocorriilor...;1111e .,..-.. m11111ydni-"-t IN oonidoris ..... ...--.-
c. "TbeBltTAlllraoli>e-WJ!l-bulawilhia1dodi<IICd_.,.,oci-md_,.... 

flow nlllc ncq,t 11 ;_.....,_ ..t,;di -d - tlle poltMMI fDI' oonllks ~ 
_, -1r11r .. and .... opcnli-. 

D. ""The --- _,. _. 11 ., • .,..i, - .-.. (,ic). an,I ..m m roquitc lhe 
•llalioo orp1cs, bdh orwllistlosUtOCillcd widl tail.........._" 

E. "BIBMY driwn will ba.., dinlc1 control..., ll!rir ..iucJa and wift be lb!< IO lnh qoickly 
or,_outotlllc..., .. noid-.." 

391- TI,e--"7'MTA.....,•incndiblo""'-"of'..,._,,._.._,ef 
traffic afely lllll ii ,wU """-., - - bu.,_ ,pci,I ony lime in tllis 6<14: 1Mn1n 
~ Pofli<olarly bmao beino •--~ Ydu<Jet « wolki11 .. - ...._ """" ... 
~ capocrty IO do "1,pid Iii.... Mally of tlao nupd hllP .,. illefll, -jmt 
plaia -• bul ll>ey lmd ., lihllliam thot pu1 ~ Md propa1y II rilll. My desi11 of I 
IO!flco .._- l)'Sltlll dill doos""' lites lhi$ CGSnlic !nab ..... - ii Clcllinod"" -· 399. To ... ~ o(..,. l:nowledp, - oaly 1 -,f..,,.... .,.,.p;..., MTA .._ __ 
ll "lcpl"' fnll ill 111)' My of ay o{lhe MMlll)'-,i.s Ill• Unc fmlitics. The lopl flak r,,. 
.. ,sy ,._..,. cm, be inoed IOtlle-oltllc - m -· pooplodied, « 11,e pede,lrioA 
tho< - killed, ot J11tKa doq., cxa.md), -,. Klnity • ..-ally do: viollbool of on 
ordi-llld _..;., ik 'flli<I< ill. lololly ia,p'opor - or, if 1,,......., be-a UI I 
place ..i,c,,11,ey ....., ... hovcbeeo. !nail....._ tho"°""" 11111...,. lr;iQed (« lllrdrim-of 
lhc: '<hic!e "-1<0ttied lhe-~-• k~.lod) wm:deod,.. .... 

-IOO. Bill 111 or,_ pcope are DDIJ\dl dad-. 111ey.,.;. pleift dood. 
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Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-218 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

20-217 

20-218 
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c-o.- .....,.n,a,s.o,_ y..,._ ... ,.-c_ -n,- ,-111 

401. A bellO, 4csip of the Lffll e..ch llhe Lioe --_..... ,._ _ IMjoril), ol 
..... flalities. EYC8 if MT A-. oblo io - Ill, BIN U. f..iily- 11 eo1y .. o( ... 
~--lipl,ajJsy ...... ...u .... t ....... oftloac fatalities--1-ly .... -ca,Jd 

111. .. - ............ 

402. If tllc Son F-Valley Bus Rapid r-.it sy-. is - - .,.-M it is 
_, d<si.-,1. dloN is I vay qnilJ.- - tlllo it will - .... U. faaolily 
-lootlib1pl10strMfor. MonlillcJy,*lnrJt-of..a--. ...... ad ..... 
will quidly ,_, inl call for .... .ioflllc ~--. q--iJ- .....iyto ...... I 
lallil siaillr 10 1h11 of the Miori-Oiode T-11 -,. -.. Ibo .,... F-Oi -
,i.,.t p,dcra,ca for -...,..,,...off. 
403. Whol .. MTA',.._...,1ot1,opoiatl....i.-? 
404.Jabowlsl,to ___ ,.,.._p<lewt, ____ ._.td:ly 

pn,t,lanslbat xlloe lOflc 0...F Lill, Ille._ 0.-..... UFI Rail SJ-..,._t>, 
111c Menpolilon r.-1 Autllo<i1y of !lams~- s.. ExbJl:iit xxvm. 1111 --.-. 
T,-Raa c-,>>-and ...t....t ........is. 

40'. Thr li"1l rail IY""" inq~--f«--Jy 7.S mi1<s fioalhe-
of lhe Houn>o CBO S...h to 111c AslrOdomc Complex and tlialJtly ,.__ It is -
-1pldely .......... witb it> ac:bud--~ localed in ..... - .. be -
.... ad dividcn of MIiin Sou< and .,_, - h J,u • loieli _., of •padc 
....,,__ llltlacdesi .. -....il is -cysimdlrlOthcdaianoftbl~l.iat ...... 
Chlllllla 111d lllroopodlu - ol111e Vlllley .,.._ lllt,e .. uaffic ...... «-.""Y -
m bod, sides oldM: Bu,,,,,iy, -. die ,poad, of lht ._ Llpl Rail,,_,.., ""'Y 
'-• i,s the 2S to )S - for .-a11 it, ri&M-of·""Y. 

4«:>,i Th, Ho.kio J~ njl l)'tMID lMII had _,. ~L~ cdli ........ 
111Y °""'U.S. tiat,I till system cnw aOOIDjllnble period o1i;-, .... ...._ • 7.$ a11a, it is 
f•llloncttmalhnostall«hcr sy,1m1. llls.Jw"bi!XXVDlpaiie3.lllc .,.._,•11~ 
Nl!IIOd .,. ~ now(Novmb<r ZI, 2004) ohows 70 co8isiofts. 0. - I, 1bt say, "h 's 
A ll«udl 621," dit<,-d now the Sq,lembfl 1$ ffllh pc -..,., ..-al .,_ die _..... 
111111111 ...,.d_ beld by the Sao~ MIOlicipal Railway, of 61. Muoi_.... 7H 
di- IOIIIO mile, of ~lflt nil, 1'llidJ i! ,q,po,tiruN)y 36.7 --ala {IO - 1 

6pn -- with lbc 7.5 lllilcs lir ..,.,_), of which~ 3.S aileo ill-,. 
..., _ _,.ity M>j«l to<ol!iJiom. 

D Whik .. opnaa,"Ort.t.wd,IDhu111~..,,... .. ~ .... ,_ar,.... .... -;,.afl(diie -L;p,llaOls,-... ,..__ ... ..__,.. __ ,.i,, __ .......,. 
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20-221 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-219 
The MTA disagrees with the comment. The design of 
the Metro Blue Line exceeds the safety standards 
established by the regulatory agencies and industry 
practices. It is important to note that the duties, rights 
and obligations of a transit agency and those of a person 
on the highway, whether they are motorists or 
pedestrians, at public grade crossings are mutual and 
reciprocal. While a transit agency is bound to give due 
reasonable and timely warning of a train's approach, 
persons who cross a railroad track are equally bound to 
exercise ordinary care and diligence to ascertain whether 
a train is approaching. Certainly, there is no doubt as far 
as the design of crossings is concerned, that the MT A 
has fulfilled its obligations of providing more than the 
minimum required warning devices at all the Metro Blue 
Line grade crossings. It is the responsibility of persons 
on the road to heed the warning of these devices and the 
approaching train ancl thus "protect' themselves from 
harm. This responsibility is not different than what is 
placed on every person who crosses at a traffic
signalized intersection. Just as it is very likely that a 
person ignoring the "WALK/WAIT" signals at a 
pedestrian crosswalk will be involved in an accident, so 
too is the likelihood that a person ignoring the warning 
devices at a railroad crossing will be involved in an 
accident. If one were to closely examine the reasons for 
the accidents on the Blue Line, it would be clearly 
evident that the motorists and pedestrians involved in the 
accidents have violated the traffic laws by ignoring 
active warning devices provided for their safety and 
have shown a blatant disregard for the devices. 

Comment 20-220 
The commenter speculates with regard to fatalities and 

the need to eliminate transit signal priority for the buses. 
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C.---..0.bnA: ..... n:Ja.lM ...... Y.., .... W•n.-c.nWw _..,_ .... IU 

<407. l-.wt.ed1--riddmlllialiptroil_ aod_ ar.ir-oftimodoiJII -----ofil lbclinc-ils..fdy.,.--w,y,;pifiCMI 
~ f« 11,o o.... u... May o(d,o fleas !Ml --1111 lii.., _ ol collisiom 
in Hou--p,am,1 ... thtO...,, u ... Tho ....... ditrcr-iatllll .. ._ _.. ... 
CXJOlidml,ly - u., - p,op«<d r... di< ~ Line, w11it1, - ..... collwoa 
..,.._ .- dlft\c,,11 Md•~ - t1io Jo,,oJ of..._ IUld iai-, hn -"°'· .. --- tht - of~ ......... on; ..-ty .. priauily .. clioop in nftic_...... ot-""-·----·"'..,_. .. ,;.,.,_..,_ ~ ........... . . ,_,.t'ttlS-illlll-bcbaaU.,.roJl-is 
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20·221 

20-222 
20-223 
20-224 
20.225 
20·226 

20·227 

Responses to Comments 

The comment is acknowledged for the record. Please 
see Responses 20-193 and 11-3. Please see Response 
20-208. 

Comment 20-221 
Please refer to Responses 20-35 and 20-196. 

Comment 20-222 
It is not possible to forecast how the operations of the 
Orange Line operations might be adjusted in the future 
to react to a situation that the MT A, its consultants and 
LADOT do not believe will be a likely situation. The 
MT A and LADOT will monitor and evaluate system 
operations and make appropriate adjustments to bus 
operations or signal timing/phasing if detennined 
necessary. Please see Responses 20-208. 

Comment 20-223 
Please refer to Response 20-222. 

Comment 20-224 
Please refer to Response 20-222. 

Comment 20-225 
Please refer to Response 20-222. 

Comment 20-226 
The commenter claims that an unspecified better 
performing assemblage of Rapid Bus routes would be 
environmentally superior to the Project. In other words, 
the commenter suggests that a Rapid Bus network that 
generates more ridership than the RB Alternatives or 
even the BRT would make that network environmentally 
superior. Increasing ridership has little effect on 
environmental superiority here because no matter how 

many riders the optimum Rapid Bus network could 
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120-228 

20-229 

20-230 
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Responses to Comments 

garner, the network would still create a significant land 
use impact. (Revised FEIR, p. 8-4.1-77.) No single 
Rapid Bus route can achieve the ridership of the Orange 
Line. If it takes more than one Rapid Bus route to 
accomplish the same ridership of the BRT, which there 
is no indication that they can, the multiple route Rapid 
Buses could not achieve the decrease in energy 
consumption as compared to the single line of the 
Orange Line. (FEIR, p. 8-4.16-12 (Greatest in energy 
consumption).) 

Comment 20-227 
The cost per bus for TSM in 200 I dollars is $550,000, 
which is identical to the cost per bus used for the rapid 
bus alternatives. The estimated $526,000 for TSM buses 
reflects 1999 dollars. All cost-effectiveness 
comparisons in the February 2002 FEIR expressed in 
200 I dollars are based on a unit cost of $550,000 for a 
standard bus. In order to provide an apples-to-apples 
comparison, this unit bus cost was maintained in 
calculating the capital cost of the rapid bus alternatives. 

Comment 20-228 
The total fleet size needed to operate the modeled transit 
network is provided as an output of the transportation 
demand model. Totals for each alternative were 
extracted from the model to determine incremental bus 
needs compared to No Build. 

To determine the type of buses needed for service 
operating on the busway, peak hour volumes were 
examined for the individual routes that were defined to 
feed the busway. Articulated buses were assigned when 
volumes indicated the need for more capacity. 
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Many of these articulated buses were buses that were 
counted as standard buses under the TSM alternative, 
e.g., MTA 364 (a limited bus on Victory Boulevard 
under TSM, redirected to use the busway) and LADOT 
422 (an express bus from Thousand Oaks to Universal 
City, redirected to use the busway to North Hollywood). 
Other modifications were made to the TSM alternative 
as part of the bus feeder plan for BRT, which led to 
modifications in calculated vehicles. 

Comment 20-229 
MT A had solicited bids for CNG-electric or CNG
hybrid articulated buses with the goal of procuring 
vehicles that provided an electric drive or assist, 
significantly noise reduction, and an aerodynamic BRT 
styling. However, the new technologies proposed were 
judged to be immature while a proposal was contingent 
on successful negotiation with a U.S. partner to 
manufacture the vehicle and to provide after-market 
support. After much deliberation, a source selection 
committee decided that an award at that time would 
place an unacceptably high risk to MT A and all 
proposals were to be rejected. 

Comment 20-230 
The capital cost estimates for vehicles are shown in 
Tables 6-1 and 6-1 a of the FEIR. These vehicle cost 
estimates were developed based on the 2020 fleet 
requirements listed in Table 2-9 of the FElR. 
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Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-231 
Given the current state of bus propulsion technology, it 
is inappropriate to predict MT A' s procurement 
intentions for the year 2020. The agency will use 
appropriate technology available at that time. However, 
for EIR budget estimate purposes, it was necessary to 
utilize the most reasonable cost information available in 
year 2000. 

Comment 20-232 
The capital cost calculations for all of the alternatives 
use comparable bus cost values for the same types of 
vehicles. An attempt has been made to use conservative 
numbers in the cost estimates, so as not to underestimate 
the costs. The $550,000 per bus cost for the Rapid Bus 
Alternatives includes contingency costs that appear as 
separate line items in the BRT cost estimate contained in 
Tables 6-1 and 6-la of the FEIR. A 20% contingency 
(Line 12H of Table 6-1) is applied to the Vehicle cost 
(Line 5). 
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20-234 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-233 
As Response 20-227 notes, the cost per bus for the RB 
alternatives in 200 I dollars is $550,000. However, the 
real world may differ from each lot because of options 
on the number of buses being purchased at one given 
time. 

Comment 20-234 
Regarding the Victory Limited line, please see response 
to comment 20-34. There actually is a Victory Limited 
in the TSM alternative; its identifying mode and line 
number in the TSM model output reports is Mode 11, 
Line 245 and appears a couple of pages after the 
Victory "local." Total boardings for the Victory 
Limited in the TSM are 11,463. 

When the rapid bus on Victory is introduced in the 
model, riders always choose the rapid bus route over 
the Victory Limited route since it was coded with 
identical bus stops and the rapid bus route is faster. It is 
likely that the miles and hours of operation applied to 
the Limited route would be transferred to provide 
additional rapid bus service, since peak hour loads 
suggest a more frequent headway can be supported. 

All alternatives were run on the same model with the 
same data and same model software. 

Page 9-217 



c..-nt.Ollorefl.....,P'tll..S..f ....... \'..,Z..'W•T,._.CN'riltM -n.- ....... 
Stalion, dlis - IO be I now•- GIi - -- from thc - cod of ijoe in 
h Eul lo W-- C.-. I do not !aft Ibo 411a 1o be 111k 10 - .. w11y MTA 
~ bclicoc 1h11 lhio - be • p>od line lo odd "" ""' o( Ille aisli .. local ... with 
Rapid Jlul ,e,vic,,,ol,ead,l,da, tbc--, IO f., fOR<d lo-~ Oll Ibo 
..-ltlliillioc,---1JI. a. Od<ly.--.. ---ror,...,__ftir,.._V-,.Rapc111a 
lira, ........... ND)'bourl ...r miloa•dlo ~ ViclOry lillo ....... -.,. "° ~ ........ fllllos, cw ___ for iu Imo• all. Thon 
ue.....r~MTAbosmdroil_lmod,....,-lino,indlollB-)~by 
,._ ... Lioo. ... wdl • - IICft ill lllt RB-.l nl RB-Nd-t ·5-aa,;a,• 
ud 111c Ollly plKC,.. ,ec 111is "lriplc s,o" ridonlllp ,_..., is for d,e '"364 - Vlelo,y 
LinlilOd WCTC- liM 011 - ,_ - " Since it - -.. no...,. 10 
------rnllel1dly-•Mlllfleri<lrlr..-..011,cloatllil 
..... ridmblplbrdulirle...Dy .......... tllmeisridlnbip.bold,otltisnot,-IOII.., 
11111 - of ._r Md doa 1fllt - 1h11 Ille ridonllip for lflil lino is""' 
r,pone,I hi lbc rid,nhap in tho DRfm7 0~ tho, tlle ridmlup Oll d,e buic "164" 
YldOr)' loca Uno ckvppod f,- 1,01 I ill the ISM Ahonmlw lo J,367 in .. llB-3 
~-.,~----a;,llaalioei,tllalllc...;« .... ofthc 
-ia tlic 164 ridmhip(baida Ibo - 164 _ ...... tlliW IO !ht 713 
11""4 Ila-) - do< IO - lhiftillc to Ibo d1is - IO 1loe - )64 
lnnJIOd .....,;«, .-,iculorly- ,_ -.cmdUIII Eaol oo Violory ,_ I.Airikcnllim, 
--•-mohldc-...rlhe8w1'1nkMeeoliat-". 
Ho-, theftlft_wttll_W.,._of .......... 0ft Vidory(-., 
the 713 Viclary Rapid Bus - Sood, 10 1k Nani, Holly,,,,ocl Raf Lin< Slaboa) diol 
-rd - tho 364..,.. eillior die 163 or !loo 713. Su,cc lirrrilod-, ,_ _,.iiy 
i..o-"°"'-doRapidS..IIOllf........tJIIOIIPIIClllM"~ half -,-11,e-...;or.-r,-- .... Rll'id S..U..--will be 
~tllal .. clmrly_.lfflalbytlie364limilodthutbc7URlpid. Thc
mojcr 171"'aflllill -,ldbc---rirr,ply loop on t11e finl bos thal OOIMI 
M0111 doll it.,........._ lhc),.,. ""81 and 1111 lime.....;.. m it bei,. a locol. 
liraifod. « Ropcl l1ladcn, ~ is ""IY - lD - dill 'MIii nria)rt -
..._.. ii dial Ill< "lope" oftbe MTA tralllpClrlllion ploartiq modd oddod 1hr: )64 limitod.....,..,. v;.,..y, lhot tho ~ of tho model lllip,ocl • •-auml>a
"',._..,. 1o the 364 Victary limital, ntll<r 1han tho 163 Vidor)' local or Ill< m ___ ,. __ ., ___ ,. ____ ... 

IIIIIMOCIO ... ..__~c.-.,-,IJ., ....... ......._Juimia'Mll'tllytil,......., Olw 
~t.aor.ot--, ie, ... 1.-Ciiryot~•• ...,_, ......,, •~--OlyaCl.olAl!pkt 
..... .bow&tnllta,..a mmol~ .... ---...... ..,:LA.-DOT, .wr..m.w .. ,...,..,._.,...,,_.c..-..,..-..,..._,,.wrAlda1otll""'1,.__ -.,,i,,,. .. __,,....,...._,1-,.__...,,. .. _,_....,,,_, ... _<I_ 
................ 11r1ot--.111ut .. ..,.tiallidc..l .. ~--..... po1Mt.~•-o(ti!Nl.a:i 
.. W\liol.__,..,_...,,.....~ilJIDha\le...,Wltlklipalpriority,OUMltCIClllf10bel 
~ ... _ .. _._ __ _ 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

20-234 

Page 9-218 



- - - - - - - -
c-o.°"" ""w,ua,s.. _v.., ..... w ... 1.-c..-
-1:1, _, .... .., 

v-, R..,;d. bu1 d,c,. Ill< ridenNp III die 364 Vlc1ary lillilod -. 1or - -
- iM:hlded ii die -s-,,.y.., Mode ud 1.ac· - - oho ----la the 
dlll o.t - iolo Ilic DRfElR 11111 - 1lliliJod lo ....,-c 1M ~ ef Ille 
"""'-At"'1WMS. l/lhl,llypolbailis......,,dlmt1,o_,,,.,-o(11,c~s... 

........,,,.._,,d1ppcar10bc ..,,;flCUI '-od irlu ~---· I 
do IIC( ..... the. -l■ble "'-" ml• poo,t ■odCOllfinn .. ...,, ii, .... apca 
MTA10dooo,udl0_.10Cllllpl<lerq,ortof-~llorl,ia- ■-dwnb 
r.n.,,,._, 

C. 114y_,.i,dlleiap■11101-■U..-~or,__._,...,. 
prodootl oClhtN>lic-Aot ~ (E.i.illit XVIl)dlll l ,_ ror-llnlod 
... 10bc111ne-s-...:· "llrildllois ... m~a.iis_.., • ._,of 
mytio4 ... ~do:Wcdt.ia.--.. ....... ,..,.....,..._.....,., 
--111cdtll .• Tatina 1bit - •""' ,.., n _, 11111 ii incunflir., 
~ it IO-tJ,■l dltooly-wllo.-S lllo MTA aodol ,_for.,... of 
Ibis 1YPt ii..._ Gi- ■II Ille --m.hl III lh< •s~• 1bt l)'pC o(
and chedli .. lhot is pc:rfGrmed on lhc MTA .moddl ud modol ,_ - a ...,, 
"""""'"' -· l aok MTA Co■ 1 dd■ilool c:q,llmdoa of lbe 'l"lli'J .--ol and 
-;,-_.......ror;..DIOddi.,._,,i,c,afic■ltyme......_ ...... liailod.,, 

--... oflllistypc. D. Abo, r.- 1 IIICN p■noo M lbt "s-ia" lh■I - .....- ror .. ro. "fEJR" 
Al-(No llalld, lSM. f\lll BAT, and MOS) and 1llt -"OIU'Ellt• Altonadws 
(RB-3, JI.D.S, and RB-..orti), it is olMood lbol the ror-;, di- TIMft ii I t!a■ 
lllld,-IC at llle ,opof--ofo■cll 5-y. For lhc FEIR TSM, ii is "17;zt" 
MIMmy, ~ 11 , 2000," but r« dw DlU'ER R&-), it is ""23:31• T~. A-21, 2004." , __ , ___ ...... _ofdlc--•·-
... ylO idcnlifydilmall ...,.o(lhe-model, ....... bn lhodMoofpiMile.-. 
~y.myPRAll~---IOMTA~"-"'llllly-,--clayo 
Md Ii-. -.,.,, die time di~ of.._ fow J'ull )Un ,ad - odler 
-..UC.ladmcio-. ...... .-.-...,ro,111c_dlt'laml.._..or 
Ahcmativa, .,..i,,,doe--len. oa 111< ... rnodd, ,.;u, a..-c1a1a. on Ille 
_,.IIIOdellOft•on? T-llit"""""'1ualcriaofqontiom,_..,ber...-i,.t 
IO ..,,.....ly. Who Ktu&lly ,_, - h .!Odel n111 (or die di"'-~ both Ille 
,.,,... IDd lllt ....,...tion1 Thio ii obnously -._ up IO,• Ibo mocld nm rcolly 
..,...,.., .. ror ,.._.of _..iw ...... of ~ives ia lhisCEQA p,oceo,? 

E. ~tlisi>0011-,of.--inport.M,_.,bcinlfflm"lk>-
MTA ..,.. up v.it111bt rou1c -,bcrs for 111< """""° Rapd llm-_ n. ,aaJ 

'--"""•""' __ ,__..,.,.Jl'O'lllt ........... MTA--
........... ,.ilic.aabdlit ....... ~dlritrptb'MTA'1~ol ... lO__,,,_, 
Mic ..... Aa,.... ........ ~-~ ........... lbr ........... FEJa .. ou:e:m ,.,__.~ 
" 0.""""'"'pNIIIMtot'dliJtyp,r.dlitfC""'Ml)yo~be.....-Mi;21p.nl. 

~)', ll 2l p.n. 
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Comment 20-235 
The identifying rapid bus route numbers try to use the 
last two digits of the local route number, but it is not 
always possible. The route numbers reflected in the 
model output reports are at the discretion of the person 
coding the route, and should not be taken as the 
intended route numbering in actual practice. 
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c-o.--n:111,s-•-v..,-.w.T.-c...-. -n.- ,..,u, 

-loodolosY. wltcR poosil>le, iJ 10 - I,._ at .. .-.. of I lllr<o-<lipl 
-llld-lholut-.i;_...ollhe"locor_,,_.,.,,dRlf,piogdlc~dip1 
of a.,..._,__ Tho finl - Rll'id Ba liaea-,, lho 720 m Wiloilm. 
-., tho local 20 liae 111s .,,..- fl,,: - )'<Cl. and lhe 750 oe v--. ""-die 
I 50 iJ lhe local tine. """-• f<>r lhe,c 11nc W.. ......_ 16, V- local 1111 11w 
111 V-,, Rapid Bu.. 1hc 163 Shon.an Wry local has d,c n I Ropid 0.., and dio 
164 Viclory local his 1be 7S.l Rapid a... Obviously, if a _.,., haa - pmio,aly 
llliliud or conndlCd, 11111 is • prot,lo,o. bal IMI -•• ~ 10 bo t11t ,_ here. 
eo.ld MTA bplaia - 1lic..,.. -.S fO< Ille - ltopid Bus 1- _.. 
......-n 

F. Willl 1l>e addition of d,c Rap;d Bus icrricc 111d, ...-i,. lhe )64 li.m;.d ocmoe, Ibo 
Atio's for lbc "on,iml" 164 Viao,y local ......... w,y - • pon;c,,Ja-ly the 
~ - whidl dropo fiarn ._....47_7.,. ""'Y -20.0. Tbi$is typo o{ 
,,..ro.-.mlp,uc,,ladysuc:lla ..... ~pcnllyindicualb■t(v-. ICIVi<c 
ii bafts _....ion die liae then on■y bo indicoled. If-is~-is 11111 lbe 
,,... 364 Vic:IOry limited - N'ftll& oe IOp of Ilic oripnol 16'I Jim for mo,t ib 
al~dal-oflhcridcr>wtio...iioiu,dae 164 local-,,,-.,;,,the 
lilllilod - but there itlhe ~ ofwllcR, ifanywbert, 1bae ridm -in lhe 
coo,pilolioes. It MTA is bosicllly dooi>liri& 11,e - of locll xmoc oa tho \'ISi 
Olljorily of lhe lino, bat Ibo locolilimill:d ridcnhip is ,_,, or Jeu tie -. then i1 - .... - ...,..,.,. o(-. ..... and mila of loe■J an.Vo< limited l<rYa 
""""'1 bo Cl0CIISidmd for rliminltiuo for 1bi1 limily ~, N>Uk:S. Thm: m a Ollll1bcr of 
-lbilitics at 10 MIil it ""81 OIi to prodlloe 1llit ~ ...... .., of stMilltiQ, ud I 
win n:hm ,,_ funbcr _......, .... .._ dfect, ud ""'""1ioa -1 I -MTA's ...,.._.,.,don_ ..t,Jcbl-'IOboi•.,._dclliL 

0. Ono ~ - is lhe VMT/VHT - - wluclc milts n~ dMdod b)' 
wlticlc 1-1 tr....tod. - ii a dos<.""'"°' pn,citely ....-.ct, - of ..taide 
.,,,... .. -4 ii,,- ..,.;.,a". Halo.._ the "sp,od" of tbe Vicay "local'" it 14.6 
mpb.wllikllllfof*RapidBmls 1,.1-111.,...ofowy~I%. AJ 
,,_.. 11-3-15, MTA-, -n,, Imel..,_..-,,. model IIIOd ID~ ridonWp 
onlbc-bpiclllm..,,.,__lllt20peroallspoodi--fotlllRapd 
llvsrollleOindoe-.........-, ... • Tllilis1mytrn011S""""""'-!l(TAis11yiaa 
11m ii i■l<adod 10 - 20,,. spccd ""!"•-.. for .u Rapid S. !inn. olMoml)' -, Ibis-. but,.. ot!ly ... 1 N ....-. lfMTA is "'Yill lloal 1"e ~ is 
dolat - ..... ""' - ,.. _ ........... tbow .......... -r --- dlia coolcl 
l:a'1: 1 hutc i,_i cm the 00fflJ)lritoM of ... ....,,. o( the models. A 20% inaax 

" 1,_MTA_,,..ci,,ly.,_,_...,_,_,...,, .. uoili.,.b-,._ol __ _ .,...-y~1111-----1a-------.... """"' .. -1cnmac~.,. .. , ..... rttM1~---iatMH~T,...~~~ _., .... , ......... ......_._...,. _ _...,.,...,._, __ .... ___ .,, 
lmtrUlid tmii« ... ltyo-m~ dme~ naa. 'Mlidl,. if-,-. all.mt tn ~ ID VMT and VHT 
ntlloar1aw...-~,-.1 
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Comment 20-236 
See response to comment 20-33. 

20-235 

20-236 
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-• lilllpy "l'!'llod to lhe 14.6 VMT/VHT nitio, which In ..... ■ a ......... for 
._ .,,.,_. ,pocd, ......ad pn,d,ooc _,,,ilMIC!y IU - DOC ll.1 .. -
1MI we ICl..iJy i. .. rar _,. .....,. for Ilic ad,er IWO Ropd a. liMa ii tMs 
AhcmotM. For doe V- lint., tbt _,_ ii r.- 15.7 IO 16.S, Olly 5'\, ud f« 
lhc Shcrmon w.., line. 11,e i...- is ha 16.7 I0 16.9, 1%. S.....,. ii_,,_, 
_,. ond U- -- J11j1D1C I OCIIIJINIO and tlioaafa iMmplioft W 
•~on. - --.;kd - I <>pocl lo - 1 IGC ol dollil ii 1111 MrA 
.._ ta dillcon11<111 -lldlit poiM, •~ doe -,Id AIIIPJ IICIC 1io-. 

H. n,., VMTMIT llllistic f« Ibo 364 limiled 110p NmC4 is Ilse) vcrJ 9" - 12.4, m, 
,1,,.,., lhaa die IU for lhe "local" 164 Viaory liae. Since,._,.._ 11.,....... 
ijmilodtffl'i<ei,io.....__,...,..s.dlisis _ _..,. __ A,-..1 

full <xplaulion °'""'" is So"'I on bm, is Rqvitcd- - .. sin,ply r.--,, ._y 
..,_ .....its bcq,eportalby lhis----tobc ~ 

429. Turnift&-IOV.,_,.r.ia,: 

A. !Jiaerycucl_oL_Rlpidllul,er,iceisolTcredforllocflallalloa,opofaa 
exlslq lacal buo uc. """"_. sipi--., of ro.- local 1-,_. MIO llift 
lO ....... Rapid!lUI O<MCO...,,_ ii i1,aingWMRd,,y- lo .... is,._, ... 
same price. aad odl<rwi,e is aa i~ in their b-.,O,laiion. Herc. we .,... 
Rapid Bus ,en,ice bans eddcd to .. cxilliag pm,y eood local tu 1;.,. - and Ille local 
buo-diqs--. 

B. At I bav,, l'ffl'l<-ly ~ lho Oliliiobon of the \I-- Rapid Bus ,ervioe is"' 
bodlbat ~ sliould not na, bc ~ - 24.9 boonlit,p p<r bot,,r, • ¥CrJ low llMiSlic, md 
--,.-,,.,.. loed of U,...., worse. ~ 1.apioe i,i d>o ._trip ....... f« 
Jlopid Bus, of 3.1 llliles. ..tic11 is J/to,f,r than d,e - trip ..... fol local bus. Ari ...,,bi.., m-prisc itlhe.....,.\'ip""8l) for ..Wlripo, a •"""-11,o._ now_,., <ftWII to lhc tine du< to Rapid llul KMCC UI.,.. ..... tine-? 
'Wht.le ffl)' oripnal GOmmelll Oft 1hr '-:.k of viabiJtty o( the: Rapid 8'&11 line. on VMO"¥Cn 
.....i., IIOIIICIN"I ¥CrJ man,o is ..,,. oo hen: and dao ocher ..,_ .- I ..._ 
IIGtic<d lead, me to btlic\,< 1h11 a aood place IO ,tan die - - be in lhe 
-.i,p of the MTA 11""'1XJ1Udae plaims 111odeJ. wi. this - ......,.. av 
..... ii direc,ions ~y dilfmnj from wbal-"" be cxpectad, a,,. - be I 
wry~_, delailedomrinarioo of1bemodol llloc prodllood .,_ _lu. 

,30, MoviJis or, lo Shmmao Wty, oncc Ropd 8'11 i$ added, the-., c-,., Viadud aad 
-- •si,on line" .,. drop, off' by ..., ...,._dlitdl. p,odl,cH11 -.bly low ~ 
vaha. Thisisam-tandidaef«comidcnlionofetimUlllb(l!l. 

Cak.ladu: Pott~lkNV-,c,_"'f_"ly~pmaprallnc(IOl.932 - ........ 1111111~16,72•
fo,?OI .... -Atp,,!l!vo -.. o(l~m -~ S.. of ll.12J • t 730, \UOII), 7)0 • H -
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20-236 

20-237 

20-238 

120-239 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-237 
While there was a modest increase in boardings for the 
Vanowen local bus line for the RB-3 alternative, this is 
not an anomaly that is serious enough to overturn the 
validity of the MTA transportation demand model. 

Comment 20-238 
Please see Response 20-237. 

Comment 20-239 
Refinement of service would call for adjusting levels 
between local and rapid bus routes. The concept was to 
build on top of TSM improvements without replacing 
any service. 
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c ...... o....,...._.ru.,s- ,....,...v..,i--wotT,._.c.,.w. -I.I.- .... , . 
01 Wllileloe<opi""lllatallmodels,porriailalyu_,...,.,,.._.....,_ .. ,.._ 
i-.lod10-Nlllily,dlc-,--raulbp-.i;,,._,.a(tktboft ......... 
.,.....unes oe ... ...-.....,..,. die -r. miDlilJ,all llillJ·or111e 
MTA,_....,.pla,l,itlgmodel. lbowlioeil~dot-o(thio~lllld .. ,auhs 
paiduced, rar ...,.y-. 111d, ,_ __,,_ dlltil.tnd., _...__.., 
il..,.ju,IDOtpodatinsm,ft lhlt.....,~orlllloooldbe...,.iolldp,....,.._ 

doci,;ioqo, My --in "YW1110 011U - ol the.-,. oltbt - - -I .., -•--.on1y ,.....IO_II)'...__, 
4J2.lf __ .., ......... o(llloRB-J_..., ... ___ , __ ...,_.. 

todoatlbe-ti--lhnlbdle¥e ... _doo_bcr"'.,_los1N ........... IO 
apcnk lhellB-3 ___ _,_ Tl'iplqtllc Viclll!y U.peot _,,_ 10 

10 JO, Ind an nm loqe,, l 11'I i-in Vlf1' ond l 12% .,.,_ iol VMI', -....,.;,.c, 
...., r..-.108% riclellhip inc,-. 11,o....,. v...,...,, RapidS...Lilla -.-_,.., 
be .- tlpif-1y - ... dillillMed, and doe Sha,- w,,, Modial C-
VIJdudlS11albcnt .-.rw11 may aololla<r_lM<lt..._ ioellst. -or-of 
,_-1Yped«minaamc:a .............. .,..-.....,otbodtcap..i-•apcntins 
will> "")' fi1'l• ... o( ridenhip, 

433. I ua .-.. io delf.mtmt -MTA raulad tho~ .-or ..... Rapd 11ui 
...i odlc:r Ahmllli>a I ask_,. ~ and then_.. my - ,..- 10 - of 
0-: HowdoaMTAalc• lll<_.iinc"""',isilb)' ......... a_p,r,._~ 
hcu7 lf10,istll<suneho<lrty,_lllilwdccmi.-!ylo<all""""'""-7 lf""'-MJ'OOI. 
ancl- dilf.,... ,_.,. lllili.cd? lftk MTA ..._-pam,i .. model iopoduti,lc 
VHTror10Ca1,,.,.,.,u.,,,._,.._,,11,en_ ;,t1>e.........,...i-•,..
Wboo lllen isa,.,.. ofopaaonccom,.wa,-ol.-.hip, howcloaMTA-which 
...... _ 111c _ ,_(and- tlttapical coot 1U1ft)wl ba alilial ... ......... 
IO be ......r1 8-°" ...... p,..;-. .,;,i, MTA --<If .... 1CMC10, I bdlo,,e ... MTA 
-,beut1limf"llllly .. Jaoc,o,dcom,."--IONmJ1lylpplvli-SIOOpct
..nido-. -.-MTAK1llllly..,..toi11-for_...Jo(...,...,.;cc 
additiono, it lmdl 10 111< ........... - .-.,. whidi r«opi,,es: (a) - -, _. u die CEO',_,......,.,. 1011ilccly10d>onteifadditiooal ocma:il--, aad~) MTAM< 
1a11or .......... and Oilier pro,,;_, 11111 poYide r., ..,_"""" r« added --r.. 111e 
•- - of~ .... ice. ,...t, M imqi IICW N -- al fn Jowor _, dJal die 
....,_oft..opaa,cntha1a,ea11lletopofllle-~...S-dlea..,... 
..,._.i. 

43-4. I nor .. 10 E•l•bil Xl. spccif,cally th< lloa,,I Rcpon of Mar 10. 1004, "Awtlloriic 
El<pe,,4ilures "' th< FYOJ lludp1 ror e.. - ~ .. IO 8-1 c- Docne 
Compliutt." --"'" I. ,,...._ "lnaxp,rate die addirioo ol 20l,.230 ,_ oervi<e 
hows et a tGCal coa ofSJI.J ntil!Joo ... " Oividin1dle .-, or-, -lhecott pn,duccsa 
<OSI per ln<IIIIC Ydoi<lt lffi'i« how or "4.26 (S 11,300,0001201,2,0~ 
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- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 20-240 
The MT A model has been presented to the SCAG 
Regional Modeling Task Force on May 23, 200 I. It was 
also presented to the Chief of Modeling at the FT A 
Headquarters on July 21, 2003. Accepting MTA model 
was the prerequisite for FTA in awarding a $500-
million Full Funding Grant Agreement on Eastside 
LRT project to MT A. On Apri I 16, 2004, a group of 
nationally renowned modeling experts appointed by 
USDOT (i.e., the Peer Review Panel) came to Los 
Angeles to evaluate SCAG model. During the review 
session, the Panel recommended SCAG to apply the 
MT A's modeling practice on mode choice and station 
choice for its new model development project. This 
recommendation was documented in the "TMIP Peer 
Reviews" web-site maintained by FHW A. 

Comment 20-241 
The fleet requirements are generated by the MT A travel 
demand forecasting model and are a function of the 
route length, transit vehicle travel time and frequency 
of service coded into the model. It may be the case that 
the RB-3 Alternative could be adjusted to eliminate 
some of the more poorly performing segments of the 
alternative, but it is unclear that this would make it 
more cost-effective than the BRT Alternative and if 
segments are deleted from this alternative it is likely to 
result in even fewer new transit trips attributable to the 
RB-3 Alternative, which already has fewer new transit 
trips than the BRT Alternative. 

Comment 20-242 
The operating costs for all of the alternatives have been 
developed using the MT A's O&M cost model, which is 
descriheci in cietail in Section 6-2.2 of the FEIR As 

noted therein, "The model meets FTA guidelines for 
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estimating operating costs." It does ·not use a simple 
rate per revenue vehicle hour, but rather calculates the 
total MT A system wide cost for each alternative based 
on the values of each element in Table 6-2. 

Comment 20-243 
The MT A O&M cost model is used for all alternatives. 
Because it is a resource cost build-up model, it does not 
employ the use of constant hourly rates, though hourly 
rates generally lead to small variances between 
alternatives. 

Comment 20-244 
As stated in response to comment 20-243, the hourly 
rate varies because of the use of a resource cost build
up model. The resulting hourly rates for the rapid bus 
alternatives have been provided to the commenter 
through the Publ ic Records Act. Calculated cost per 
bus hour for each alternative is as follows (2001 
dollars): 

• No Build: $101.63 
• TSM: $ I 00.86 
• BRT: $100.35 - $100.78 
• RB-3: $99.66-$100.03 
• RB-5: $99.44 - $99.84 

• RB-Network: $98.33 - $99.11 

Comment 20-245 
Vehicle hours traveled (VHT) is one of numerous 
inputs for MT A's O&M cost model. In estimating 
MT A's O&M costs, MTA's total VHT is provided 
through the transportation model. It is factored for use 
as an input in the MT A O&M cost model (according to 
the relationship of 1998 modeled VHT to actual 1998 
VHT). For LADOT O&M costs, the incremental VHT 

is multiplied by a unit cost per revenue vehicle hour as 
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reported in the 1998 National Transit Database and 
escalated to 2001 dollars. 

Comment 20-246 
Ifthere is a range of ridership, then the MTA O&M 
cost model is run separately based on differences in 
lower-bound versus upper-bound statistics. Capital 
costs also are calculated separately according to 
differences in lower-bound and upper-bound vehicle 
requirements. 

Comment 20-247 
The MT A O&M cost model is a resource cost build-up 
model that is typically used for MT A planning studies 
and financial analysis in environmental documents. 
FTA guidelines state a preference for use of a resource 
cost build-up model. See response to comment 31-22. 

Comment 20-248 
The commenter suggests use of a marginal cost per 
revenue vehicle service hour. See response to comment 
20-247 and 31-22, which discusses the standard use of 
the MT A O&M cost model for financial analysis in 
environmental documents. 
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43$. Abo i,, Eldlibil XI, J ma- ID 11,c 8-d Rq,o,1 o( 8eplcmbu 11. 200'.2, "Appro>c 
~ of Ille Me1m Jlopid five.y.., h"!lle••- Pion" Thu - is 11.e 
....,.. fo< die doll lhtt I 1lliliJal lo ini- Exlm>il XXX, "Ma1iml "-1)' Coot or Bae 
S...U" -.ialhe"Adlkd~"C>Ol-,thedffl"""6-lbo-,._..S..of 
S62.7$ .,.,-. lbocaa ioaddao -flfMTA Ropdllus- I believe lholthea>sl per 
llaw of oddq boa am,oc flS Ill 11c Ahomdl ... will bo 1lilbia, or a lasl c1oee lo, lh< .... -----ill,. 436.lf ___ ,,__ _______ .. bo ___ ,.. 

-bodoo.--11.a,,.,.,,.,_ia111a--ridrnliip,n-.ltimc,..;,,p,.,..per 
- rida, air qoolity. --r. e1e. - UMY bc .,..,,.,..,i. 

437. Fillolly, J ,.uot Jlftllal- fie - _,._period dloc I .hod ID ....... IO p,:dono a 
""DP-·• wl)ois "'.,. - or 1llil llRFEIR. puticalo!ty Ille -.tiap of., .n. 
._....MTA~pllm.il,cmodd. TIIUJll1ljoclls,-.-~ctse.apo,l.tic 
lnmit pojoct n. ..peci& <apilal ._,men .. pndoml.-ly rw publi,: trwit. Ibo 
_....,. ;.,._.,. ~ ro. poblic-,an,:1 •-r«-,..11c 
!1UCCC11 of pulilic _,, projau bqia will, ridmliip. Ya, ._ n - fflllidy othn 
bDponal1DC11mfo<pajKaollbil1yp<.lnclodiJllnllic_...,....,llifq,alicy,loo.lt'
MGioo .. di!-. lo. wry ... ..-. by '- -..di 1nio,it pe;o,,, ~ ""11 clo ill 
oanca.a ridm. With• do<is.., ;-..,. -.. orRlillioM of pub!;.; --on 111< 1..., ae1111er111o MTA-..,, die p,1.11< am bo sadollld wtlllbeiq IOldlUl doc,cio 
1 "'l>lack bo." !Ml pats ... lhc VIMS fot 1k -..S. Tm,: 1111111 be an --._ of Ille 
-'lop of lhol "'°'k Im," ii - bo ,...;1a1,1, ro, i-1ioo. MCI "'°"'-bo 1 _,,,... 
!Mil Ille- ii is pr-.. .. illOlllilltftd and d1at ,i.y ..... - ............ lop,, 
doll input. Of man thOI CM 11,jft ft ......... 

431. I - tx-y ....,.,.._,. !<Cd"'" me DRF!!1R 111d !lad lbtol.ady oo do1ail of-1 
ridenhlpby liae, _ _, fdlnulioe ~--i.-.or milel.ar pnl< wbicla, 
by ~oc. MTA llad .,._ pooood 1bc DRfE1R A_.tica .. its ..d) "'"• bul had tilOOd the 
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- - - -
Comment 20-249 
See Response 20-248. 

Comment 20-250 

- - - -Responses to Comments 

The model has been presented to qualified modeling 
professionals in the local area as well as nationwide. 
The model is considered adequate. Please also see 
Response to Comment: 20-240 for more details on how 
the MT A model has been accepted by peers in the 
nation. 

Comment 20-251 
The commenter again makes the same protest on the 
duration of the comment period. (Comment No. 20-
12.) See Response to Comment Nos. 14-2 and 20-12 
for discussions on the adequacy of the comment period 
for the Revised FEIR. As to the workings of MT A's 
model, please see Comment No. 20-255. 

Comment 20-252 
Model output reports generally are voluminous and not 
in a format that is usable for the public, but are readily 
provided under the Public Records Act. 

Comment 20-253 
Please see Response 20-252. 

Comment 20-254 
The commenter again makes the same protect 
concerning his Public Records Act request. (Comment 
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I 20-254 

20-255 

120-256 

Responses to Comments 

No. 2-12.) See Response to Comment Nos. 14-2 and 
20-12 for discussions on the \1T A's compliance with 
Mr. Rubin's Public Records Act request. 

Comment 20-255 
The commenter suggests that MT A's model is not 
valid. MT A's model is a sophisticated and complex 
transportation demand model that utilizes hundreds of 
thousands of input data and performs over nine million 
calculations during a modeling run. MT A's model 
knows the spatial distribution of the population of the 
Valley by population data within zones. Figure "(see 
figure emailed on Sunday)" shows the model zones in 
the Valley. Each zone is programmed with 12 different 
dimensions on the population. The entire street 
network and existing transit network of the Valley are 
encoded in the model. A person's decision to choose to 
take transit is a highly complex evaluation. It considers 
the time and cost characteristics of various types of 
transportation available. For example, auto versus bus 
versus light rail versus commuter rail. Further, the 
model considers demographic and socioeconomic 
characteristics of the person making the choice. For a 
more detailed discussion on how the MT A's model 
determines a person's decision to take transit, see 
"Mode Choice Model Development Report," prepared 
by Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc., and 
dated September 2002. A copy of this report is 
available for review in the MTA library. This same 
report contains a validation of the model's accuracy. 
The validation data for the Mode Choice module is set 
forth in Tables 9 and 10 of the report. Further 
additional model validation was conducted in 200 l. 
See Response to Comment No. 20-33 for a discussion 
on the model validation of bus run times. 
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Comment 20-256 
MT A is not obligated to respond to comments received 
outside the comment period. 
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Comment Letter 21 

IIITA. SFV/NC- Pl ANtl l JIG Fal!: 2\3-922-6358 ri:c--. 23 :l□-0• 14: lS 

NO'Ycmbtr 221 2004 

This 1....,. is c,,nccn,;,,g lhc Draft Rovi...t Final F.nviroo'.nenlal Im""'" Rop<>J1 
Volume 4 - Cbapta 8- San Fernando Volley Eu-West T-.it Comdot of Oc!Obc,, 
2004, 

To, Rog,, L. Martin 

P, 1 l 

J fed it i$ t)C(Qlal)' for me, as m OObpOkcri.aitic of th.it, buswey, to pw. in writing m)' 
grave COO<Clll> aboUI 11,c ..C.1)' of 11w propo,ed bus"""l' and the ~ cava!Jc< 
di~ for the saldy ,f toe pwlic rid!dg this buslioo and for die people cl<,,,: 10 tbe 
busline - safety wij aJ,o be .. risk. 

A/b,r doing some -11 o Im come 10 my....,.;,,,, !Ml then, ha,.. beeu ocvenl 
acQ41n~ along the eo:rridor. some ,,eey IC110\tS widi M'J'ioos iojorie!., • t~ 
across the 1,up,ay conidor. Hert is my first questioo ., yw? lJow on eanh ore dtere 
""'going., be bw,m<d, of OO<idall>"" !hi, busway "'-the....__. ""'1lllly 
:nmmDg on it iftbere:hme been scvaal a1ready with no buun nmaingon it? 

I alto WOOi to poin1 out ., you tut ! ,.... ....,., 10 IOClde • ccpy of lbe FElR • t lhe Nonh 
Hollyv,'OOd Publio Librtry or the Pooonma City U..,, bolli ofwbicl> oervl<e 1"'1!" 
arus tba1 ,:re higWy .,,,.,.ed by this meu. l wa>< to lbeoe b1-i,,, ..-.....i day,_ 
the O,,obn- U du• dm. ltl)<clfi<ally oo Octooc, l7 lllld n• ,nd lhey...,.. not tbett. 

l tllou _,,, <>t>line to - the iafQffllObon 6ooi y,,._. website md none of Ille 
appondicu was occcssil>le. ~ i, tholt7 

finally, "'°"Y would y°" cbo:,use IO rn,dy lt.tpd S..... on Chaodl« and Oxnard? C_, )OU 

,howmoooystaliolic;slb.,tmakotbeoc~fucRapidBus? I""'""""-""""""" 
~-....... in. c-,,eot lcrn:,,nd the Court ciu,s sud>~ i,, ii:! 
d<cil!oo doc:,u.'t moke t.cm 1ood R,pid Buo ROIJfes; Wbtte is the dola fur Rapid Bu, 
RoUfeS7 Soni, have lllleadybocn plam><d,lkao.,, I...,., the mformllliou lhalyou 
already have on Rapid Bus. ll<y, ! ....,. the iAfonnt<ioo that )'O"I ohady have on 
LOCAL BUS ROUTE5. Wbe<e Is tbot dN to b< found? 

J ex.peel a re,pon,t; to ibe. above qunbOftl, 

111.~~~ 
Marilyu llcock~ 
R<sidtt1I of Hlllvi<w Park, localed in Valley OICll 
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21-1 

21-2 

21-3 

21-4 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 21 
Comment 21-1 
Please refer to Response 13-2. 

Comment 21-2 
Copies of the Draft Revised FEIR were sent out by 
courier to all the public libraries in the San Fernando 
Valley on October 22, 2004. A letter accompanied the 
document explaining what the document is and that it 
should be made available to the public. The Project 
Manager did not receive any calls from the public, or 
any public library in the San Fernando Valley 
indicating that the documents were not available. 

Comment 21-3 
The appendices were provided in hard copy form at all 
libraries in the San Fernando Valley. They were not 
placed on Metro's website because they were not 
available in electronic format. 

Comment 21-4 
See Response to Comment No. 4-2 for a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the three RB 
Alternatives. See Response to Comment No. 6-2 for a 
discussion on MT A's reasoning for including the 
Chandler and Oxnard routes in the RB-5 Alternative. 
The data on each of the Rapid Bus routes are included 
throughout the Revised FEIR. The data for the Ventura 
Boulevard Rapid Bus is included in the report entitled, 
"Final Report Los Angeles Metro Rapid Demonstration 
Program," dated July 2001. A copy of this document is 
available at the MTA library for review. Data on local 
bus routes in the Valley are also available at the MT A 
library. 
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Comment Letter 22 
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Response to Comment Letter 22 

Comment 22-1 
LADOT' s concurrence in the findings of the 
Revised FEIR transportation impact analysis is 
acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 22-2 
LADOT's comment confirms the findings of the 
Revised FEIR that it may not be possible to 
provide the same level of transit signal priority to 
multiple Rapid Bus Routes as to the Ventura Rapid 
Bus. 

Comment 22-3 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment Letter 23 

-----Original Message-----
From: Thomas A Rubin [mailto:tarubin@earthlink.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 23, 2004 4:58 PM 
To: martinr@metro.net 
Subject: San Fernando Valley East-West Transit Corridor Draft 
Revised Environmental Impact Report, Comment on 

Roger L. Martin 
Project Manager, San Fernando Valley/North County Area Team 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
One Gateway Plaza 
Mail Stop: 99-22-9 
Los Angeles, California 90012-2952 

Via e-mail 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

In addition to my comment letter on the San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor Draft Revised Environmental Impact 
Report I hand-delivered yesterday afternoon, I have one 
additional comment I am now transmitting. 

In Section 8-2.2 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED IN THE I 23-1 
REVISED FEIR, the following information appears in the 
description of each and every Rapid Bus line in each of the three 
Rapid Bus Alternatives: 

"The hours of operation are from 5:00 AM to 10:00 PM, Monday 
through Sunday. The headway for this route is 10 minutes 
during the peak hours, and 12 minutes during the off-peak 
hours." 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 23 

Comment 23-1 
MTA has set a current guideline of IO-minute peak 
period service and 12-minute off-peak service as 
desirable for Metro Rapid Bus. The individual MT A 
Sectors adjust actual service levels to meet a variety of 
factors, including financial and resource availability. 
Absent major budget limitations, MT A would like to 
introduce the various Metro Rapid lines with higher 
levels of service to give each market an opportunity to 
fully develop. At the same time, MT A expects that 
continued ridership growth over time would warrant 
operation of at least the guideline level of service by 
2020 on nearly every line. 

For the purposes of considering the various proposed 
alternatives in Section 8-2.2, it was expected that full 
Metro Rapid service levels would be warranted by 2020 
given the ongoing changes in San Fernando Valley 
demographics and densities. As well, a critical element 
in developing the alternatives was the recognition that 
ridership is generated at both a route level and for the 
overall network. The proposed service frequencies 
allow for reliable and timely transfers at service 
intersecting points, thus keeping average transfer wait 
times to reasonably attractive levels. Also, with both 
Metro Rapid and local bus service operating on the 
same corridors (standard MTA practice), the Metro 
Rapid Bus must operate at competitive frequencies to 
the local bus service to make it attractive when out-of
vehicle time is considered. Thus, keeping the proposed 
Metro Rapid lines at reasonably frequent levels 
specified in the MT A service guidelines allowed each 
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First, what does "off-peak hours" mean? For "working I 23-1 
weekdays," does it include early morning (between 5:00 AM and 
the beginning of the morning peak), mid-day (between the 
morning and evening peaks) service and evening (after the 
evening peak ends to 10:00 P.M.) service? Does it include 
service on Saturdays? On Sundays and Holidays? If "off-peak" 
does NOT mean all of the above (other than peak hours), then 
what are the headways for the days and times of service not 
included as "off-peak?" 

As a general rule, I agree that Rapid Bus service at no more than 
approximately ten minute headways during peak periods is 
appropriate, although there could certainly be some exceptions 
where somewhat longer headways may be desirable. However, 
I note that MT A has many current Rapid Bus lines that have mid
day, evening, and Saturday and Sunday headways that are 
significantly longer than 12 minutes. Non-peak Rapid Bus 
service should be more closely tied to demand - there is no 
reason to be running service if the demand is not present. 

For many of the Rapid Bus lines proposed in the three Rapid 
Bus Alternatives, the high level of Rapid Bus service proposed 
may be wasteful and not justified. Also, there is often very good 
reason to change the headways during the various periods I list 
above, such as starting early evening service with headways like 
10-12 minutes, but longer headways closer to 10:00 PM. 

Also, for individual routes, the 5:00 AM to 10:00 start and end 
times may require adjustment. For some routes, there may be 
little, or even no, reason to operate on Sundays and perhaps 
Saturdays, but this, like all scheduling decisions, should be 
driven by the data and by the application of proper transit 
management solutions. 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro Rev1sEo FEIR 

alternative to fully realize its ridership potential while 
minimizing operating and capital costs. 

The following service frequencies provide a 
representative plan of RB operations: 

Weekdays: 5am-6am 15-min 
6am-9am 10-min 
9am-2pm 12-min 
2pm-7pm I 0-min 
7pm-l I-pm IS-min 

Weekends: 6am-8am 15-min 
8am-6pm 12-min 
6pm-10pm 15-min 
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Comment Letter 24 

Mr. Roger L. Martin 
Project Manager 
SF Valley/No. County Area team 
MTA 
One Gateway Plaza 
LA, CA 90012 

I am a concerned resident of Victory Park Neighborhood 
were your Van Nuys bus station is being built. I am also an 
active member of the Victory Park Neighborhood 
association. I would like to address a few of the issues that 
have been discussed in the revised copy of your EIR. I 
would first like to state that I am not in agreement with the 
station being built and feel that is a waste of tax payer 
dollars. The building of this station has been a thorn in 
my/our side since construction began. The truck and 
building noise, dust and air pollution, outsiders it has 
attracted, time consuming traffic and damage to my 
property. But enough of my personal feelings, I would like 
some clarification and understanding of this difficult to 
read EIR. 

My and biggest concern is how difficult it is to get a copy 
of your EIR? I was informed that I could go to the library 
to view a copy or have a copy sent via email. Although I 
did not request a copy, other members did without success 
as I was with the library. I due understand that this is a 
very important document and most likely limited in 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

24-1 

24-2 

Response to Comment Letter 24 

Comment 24-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 24-2 
Copies of the Draft Revised FEIR were made available 
at every public library in the San Fernando Valley, 
Metro's library in downtown Los Angeles; and 
available for viewing in PDF fonnat at Metro's website 
at www.metro.net/projects_plans. Additionally, 30-day 
Notice of Availability ads were run in the Los Angles 
Times (Valley Edition), Daily News, and in Spanish in 
La Opinion. Anyone that requested a copy by phone, e
mail or letter of the Draft Revised FEIR was sent a 
copy. 
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supply, but just as it is important to the project it is 
important to the people that is going affect. 

Since you were suppose to evaluate a true bus grid as an 
alternative, why did you choose the routes you chose? 
Could there have been other routes used to provide better 
data and what was the logic behind those streets used? 
What data was used to determine ridership for each route 
and was household income as well as public transit 
dependent figures used when you chose these routes? 

Is the TSM included in those alternatives in terms of cost? 
Also, were the new riders coming to TSM because of the 
upgrades factored into the ridership model when 
calculating ridership for the Rapid Bus Alternatives? Were 
the ISM routes and ridership included in the grid of busses 
like you did with the Orange line? If the answer is yes, can 
you please provide this date with a detailed analysis to 
prove that apples are being compared to apples? 

Concerning ridership was there consideration of every 
major East/West and North /South streets in the valley to 
determine the potential ridership for each? If not, why not.7. 
Why didn't the Appendices include ridership data? How 
am [ supposed to understand and trust the facts and figures 
for ridership when there is no supporting data? 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

24-2 

24-3 

24-4 

24-5 

------ - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 24-3 
The commenter asks how MT A chose the three RB 
Alternatives. The characteristics of the Valley's streets and 
the forecasted performance of the RB Alternatives represents 
a good estimate of what can be accomplished by multiple 
Rapid Buses in the Valley. See Response to Comment No. 4-
2 for discussion on MT A's reasoning in selecting the three 
RB Alternatives. There may be other assemblages of Rapid 
Bus routes that could generate greater ridership than any of 
the three RB Alternatives. However, MTA is aware of none 
and optimizing the alternative of multiple Rapid Bus routes is 
infeasible. See Response to Comment No. 20-6 for a 
discussion on why optimizing Rapid Bus routes is an 
infeasible effort. The data used to determine ridership are the 
location of discrete zones (see the Figure at the end of the 
Response to Comment No. 20-255); nine dimensions of 
socioeconomic data (single dwelling units, multiple dwelling 
units, group quarters, retail employment, total employment, 
population, median household income, workers, and licensed 
drivers); the streets layout, the characteristics of the streets 
(type of street, length, number of lanes, free-flow speed, and 
direction of travel, HOV lanes, area type); the transit network 
layout, and the characteristics of the transit network. This 
information constitutes thousands of entries that are encoded 
into MT A's transportation demand model. Numerous rules 
are applied to this data to determine ridership. The model 
computes trillions of calculations that typically take 24 hours 
of computing time on sophisticated, powerful computers to 
generate the model's output. See the report entitled, Service 
and Travel Forecasting Methodology Report," dated August 
2002, prepared by Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, 
Inc. for a detailed discussion on how MTA's model 
determines ridership. A copy of this report is available for 
review at the MTA library. See the report entitled, "Mode 
Choice Model Development Report," dated September 2002 
and prepared by Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc. 
for a detailed discussion on how MT A's model calculate a 
person's decision to take transit. A copy of this report is 
available for review at the MTA library. 
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The idea that a network of 9 Rapid Bus routes only 
generates 200 more new riders than 3 routes is rather hard 
to conceive. How is that possible? One would think that 
there are a lot more new passengers that would prefer to get 
on a bus closer to them than have to travel south to the 
BRT line. It seems to me that a greater number of routes 
which offer more convenience to travelers and that have 
stops closer to their homes would, by definition, encourage 
more new riders. What do you base your conclusions on? 

I believe your revised EIR lucks pertinent information and 
appear to be a little skewed. It seems more time needs to 
be dedicated and further research applied before final 

decisions should be made. It is imperative that our 
concerns as a community are heard and addressed in your 
decisions making process. 

Respectfully 

Eric G. Branche 

~ 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

24-6 

24-7 

Comment 24-4 
Please see Response 18-2. 

Comment 24-5 
See response to Comment 4-2 or a discussion on 
MT A's reasoning for selecting the RB Alternatives to 
study in the Revised FEIR. See response to Comment 
6-3 for a discussion on the infeasibility of modeling 
ridership for every major street in the Valley. Even if 
MTA was able to model ridership for each street 
separately, adding up the ridership of various routes 
would be inaccurate. MT A's model considers the 
interplay of all routes of a public transit system in 
determining ridership, which would generate results not 
equal to the mere addition of separate model runs. See 
the report entitled, "Service and Travel Forecasting 
Methodology Report," prepared by Parson Brinckerhoff 
Quade & Douglas in August 2002 for a discussion on 
how MT A's model determines ridership. A copy of 
this report is available for review at the MTA library. 

Comment 24-6 
Please see Response 11-2. 

Comment 24-7 
The commenter suggests the Revised FEIR lacks 
pertinent information. The Draft Revised FEIR 
presented information and data sufficient to provide the 
public with an opportunity to conduct a meaningful 
review and comment on the project. ln addition, 
responses such as 4.2 can give an idea of the amount of 
research conducted for the study. 
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Comment Letter 25 

~ 

11' SFVINC PLANNING fa,:l 1H11· &358 No, 23 2001 1': 27 P.12 

Subject: D!>ll of the Rc-.i.led fu,al EDviJooo,enlal bupac1 Repon for tht Sin Fcmaodo 
Valley Elst• WC!l Tr.iosit Corridor bled October, 2004 

Altn: Roger Manin 

Sirs. 

AJ •~idcut o!lhe San Fcmmdo Valley fur over 30 )'CII>, I 11n apa5I Iha! you hov• no 
~ wmllOCYCI' for !be public safe!)' 1101 have l""' 0>Clti90d iudamcnt ooncfflling tbe 
ridicul~ of lhi• basway. 1t is ,o obviwi 1h11 it iJ miply a loOI of avaricious 
_poijticiam and Olhcr "ltMI 9>.l.'ip0<1s" 111111)' of "1>oo1-': fortlic MTA. This bus,o-ay 
will hlM few ridcn IDd .. ;u 1irap!y end ~ being a SS00,000,000 (""1 have never 
broogbt mytlling m CVQI -""'l.()le!y olmc to budget)_ to~~ ond 
bidden ag,udas. We ba~ bo9pita1, closing, DOI nearly enoup polioc, ovcraowdt<I 
&eeways aod "8ve to lllolnpl to u,e bwd measom (which Bt nolhing more than 
bom,wing.,..-1 flm-e ~YatllCli) to ti.ulllCC thilljp tbal lltt far lll01'C u:nporWI! to the 
public than this bomb. h iJ m,Jf,-at tbe w,ry last. 

In~ your ri<OOllous documt!ll. litte,,,d with n.-i dm, one lhiDg l'tl!lY stood 
out to me: Tue flgun: l-1.4 showing ·• <WtiQg Doily Tmd l'allam to 1111<1 Frum th< Sou 
Fenwido Valley"~ R.e;iooal Statistical l\1r:J3. M fs os l CIII delmnioe from 
the [!l1l!Jbic. it appctn.thal Ihm: Oltooly two RSA's ill tho Valley-No. !2 (West 
Valley)ml No. 13 (Ed Vlliley). This is ..-wly tht whole Valley, )'Cl you SWt that 
approximatdy 7 l)C!ta1I of all 1tip> origmai,)g or ttro:inati1lg in points owidc the Valley 
OOC\lf aloq,,tbct<nidofdefiRed b) thtexisling !ltd Linc and the propc,,cd Fa,t.We,t 
TIIIISil Olnidor. How did you i9dale the comdor from the whole of the Valley? It loob 
to me as if tbo>c trips coold j11$1 as wcll oo:w aiooa the I I 8 Freeway corridor os well, for 
example. Whal was the "methodology" iiwolV<d in lbooo calcula!ioos? 

The QUlaios from the public ore going lo be -..si-.-. wh"', II the eod of the day, thfn 
.,. tnffic 1111<ls cvocywb=. bodies strewn aboul and no assiJtao<.: ~ to the 
"pool" ,ad "lrlmit dqlalda,.t" .. Ibey WCl'C desaibed in yoor OMJ. ~ who will 

~

evai be able to rot to 1be t,us,,,ry.,. logical fashion. It tat .. ....i talCllt to= 
· up"' bodly .. yon 11.n·c sc,owod this~-

~ -
Wood!Md s 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

25-1 

25-2 

25-3 

Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 25 

Comment 25-1 
The commenter's concern for safety is acknowledged 
for the record. The commenter is directed to Section 
l 4-13 (Safety and Security) of the Revised FEIR, which 
concluded that the BRT Alternative would not result in 
significant safety impacts under CEQA. Nevertheless, 
measures to increase safety and security were adopted 
as part of the FEIR. 

The commenter's concern for cost overruns is 
acknowledged for the record. 

According to Table 6-5 (Ridership) of the Revised 
FE[R, 18,700 passengers are projected to use the BRT 
Alternative daily. 

Comment 25-2 
Figure 8-1-4 "Existing Daily Travel Patterns To and 
From the San Fernando Valley" shows travel 
relationships between 5 Regional Statistical Areas 
(RSA) where the East and West portion of the San 
Fernando Area represent 2 out of the 5. These travel 
relationships are more likely connected by the use of 
the 405 Freeway, Interstate 5, and the IOI Freeway, as 
opposed to the 118 Freeway, which runs through only a 
small portion of RSA 12 and not the other 4 RSAs. 

The methodology used to calculate the travel statistics 
represented in the graphic were prepared with the 
LACMT A Travel Demand Model, 1998. 
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~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FE1R 

Comment 25-3 
The commenter's concern is acknowledged for the 
record. The commenter is directed to Section 6-3.7 
(Significant Trade-Offs of the FEIR, which states that 
the BRT Alternative" ... has the opportunity to provide 
the greatest benefits in travel time savings, and leads to 
the greatest amount of added transit riders." 
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Comment Letter 26 

.._; 1 ij / !-

Mr. Roger L. MiHtio 
frojcct Mant.1.ge.r 

CARLOISON 
l'.O. Box 6102 

W0<xlland Hills. Califontia 9t:l6.r, 
81 ~22<1--8080 

November: 9 , 2004 

San Fernando Vi:tl l ey/North County Area Tcacn. 
Metropolitc1n Transportation .l\uthorU .. y 
One Gc1teway Plaza, MS 99- i2-9 
Los Anqe.les., California 90012- 2952 

Re : Comment s on Revised FE I R on Metro Or.)nge L i ne 

Dear ML Martln: 

·\~/}/:;; 

Ploa!;e c onslder th(! f o l lowi ng comml:'!nt.s on t he He vj sed f'E.IR 
fo.r the Met,o Onmge Line. 

l . There WilS a !ailun?, to com;:ider an ,Jltcrna t\.ve fo:t the 
Rdpid Buses to tr-avel ()n the .10? frQ>eway. On the we-!.itbound 
rc)ute they could cntoc the !r.<"'ewoy at T L> j ung;, ,u?d ex i t ,1 t 
Topar1gc) Canyon, and for the e-1.1$tbound r -:>ute they could ente.z: the 
frC!cway at Topanga C-anyon ~nd exit .it ·r~jun9a. This i9 ;;!I 

logica l parallel route to the M!!l: r-o Ota.1ge Lini!. lt l s not 
imped~d by any traffic l .i.ght $ . 

2 . There w()S a failure t o cons ide r t he e ffect o f U•e Metro 
Orange Line on the traffic on the 101. !c-eewa.y. ·the t~ff,~cts on 
mcln_y cast-w~st sur.face s treets were protected. 

]. T here w,1s a fa i l u re to conside: an alternative whic h 
would permit the public to u3e the Orange Line expt·P.~sway as an 
.:i l ternat!ve to o ther st.r.eets. . Ufldet: tlie curr·ent project, it 
nppears th,H the Orange Line cxp:re ss1o.·ay would be occupied by 
buses l 09$ than U. of the t i me d u r l ng the da y ;rnd o; o f tht~ timP. 
ot night. The waste of this p ubli c asset fo r 99t~ o f tim~ .ts 
not the best use of $330 rr.i 11 ion of public f unds. 

The proj e<.:t i onti of cai:ryinq ~000 t.o 15,000 passcngtH$ da.iJ y 
on the Metro O:z;ange Lines busP.:s is a mi ni mum t ransit SJ;?t:vice t o 
the public. l f t.he public- wer.e abl ct t o ut il i z.e the Ox:a nge Li ne 
express way , the lanes could easi ly hdndl e 1000 c.a rs per hou:t· a t 
45 mi les per hour. Traffic r.cu.l d be aLeviated on several ca::;t
wcs t para l le.l 8-trP-et~ and thH 101 freew.iy. 

Vehicles of the general publ ic wou: d ver:y easily integra te 
in to the bus t raffic flow fox- t he Orange Line expressway . the 

~Metro 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- -

26-1 

126-2 

26-3 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 26 

Comment 26-1 
There do exist LADOT Commuter Express lines 422 
and 423, which run along the 101 freeway. Without 
dedicated HOV lanes on the 101 Freeway it does not 
appear worthwhile to add additional express bus or 
Rapid Bus service on the freeway. The Rapid Bus 
program is designed to provide limited stop service 
(approximately one-mile spacing) and take advantage 
of transit signal priority, neither of which is practical on 
the freeway. 

Comment 26-2 
The 101 Freeway is included as part of the highway 
network in the MT A travel demand forecasting model, 
as are all major arterials in the highway network. The 
statistics that were reported for Vehicle Miles of Travel 
(VMT) and Vehicle Hours ofTravcl (VHT) in the Draft 
and Revised Final EIRS included aggregated data for 
the entire highway network, including trips on the IO I 
Freeway. The specific volumes on the freeway were 
not reported because the changes in freeway volumes 
associated with the transit alternatives were relatively 
small positive effects (reduced volumes) and the 
purpose of an environmental impact report is to disclose 
impacts that may require mitigation. Positive benefits 
of projects are often not the focus of environmental 
documents. 
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only d i.ffe.rence wo uld be that only the Orange Line buses would 
have the ability to delay the traffic l i ghts at i ntP.rsect1ons. 
'fhP.re would be no p r.obl em w-ith veh icles of the qener.al pub l i c 
wh i ch may be pt"o<.:eE"dlng in £runt o f the Orang e Line buses1 
i nasmudi as they wou ld also pr.occed thr1Jugh i n tersections along 
wi th the delayed green lights that the Orange Li ne buses w i l l 
activ.ate . F'o..c those veh .;i.c.l es behind t.he Orange Linc bu::;e5, 
theri.~ i 5 obviously no confli ct. 

4. There ,,..~s a f ai l ure t.o c onsider an a l ternative o f the 
u$e o f the $330 mill ion for the Mc tr.o O: ange T .. i ne {oc ~hateve r 
r::-emai ns ot t h e funds} t o add capacity on to t he parallel 101 
f:ref:'way, suet, as b y addit1g a non-HOV lane in each direct ion 
between the 1'10 freeway and 1'opangr.1 Canyon. 

rree,.oy l anes ea~i!y carry 1~00 veh i cles p~r- hou L I n .l e r.s 
than t hree h o urs, they car ry more persons t h an the Mett:o Ot:ange 
[.ine would ca.r::ry jn an ent i re day~ a nd the opt:?nlt.ing eKpenscs 
would be negligible i n comparison with the Metro Orange Line . 
The <)ddit i onal freewr,1,y lanes C<~uld .also be U!J:Cd for reg1il.:t[" 
e:xp ress bus routes . The inv<::.stment of public f u nds s hould 
produc,;e thP.: ma ximum dmoun l of. person- m.L~~ pet" d oy per doll a r. 

Yc.>ur careful anal ysi s of these a lternatives is e,3r n(:!st 1 y 
requested prio c: t o f urther exp~nd it.u r c ,o f public funds on the 
cu.r rent Me t.ro Orange Line project. 

Sincerely, 

~0/.J--
earl Olson 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - -
26-3 

26-4 

126-5 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 26-3 
Allowing other vehicles to use the busway, along with 
buses, would remove the advantage afforded to the 
buses in tenns of travel in dedicated lanes. This would 
be inconsistent with the goals of the proposed project. 

Comment 26-4 
The addition of additional travel lanes on the 101 
Freeway is the subject of a separate study that has been 
conducted by the Southern California Association of 
Governments. 

Comment 26-5 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment letter 27 

~\ :'·i 1 7 ?-"!'. •; 

~(:A.\!HtU 
Mr. Roger Martin ,fV :!:i.i: 
Project Manage,t,an Feman<IO Valley/Nor1JI County Area Team 
Metropolitan TransportatiOf'I A.uttlortty 
One Gateway Plaza 
Ma, SIOp: l»-22-9 
Los Angeles, CA 90012·2952 

Deair Mr. Ma.rtin. 

I am a resident in the San Fernando Valley and 1 would like lo comment on the Revised FEIR, 

I believe that ciea:tty the Full BRT op&o is wPE"10f" to the U'lttt Rapid Bus options triat are 
presooteo 

C\lrrentty, any Valley resident 'Wtlo'Mthes to Park and Ride to use the Red~ must arrive by 
8:00 am when the Nortti Holtywood end Unve~ Red line Stabcms fill vp. Ona of the most 
important aspects of ths Omng,e Line is that it 'kllf offer thousaoos of new peOl.ing ,paces all 
across the Valley I five in Sherman Oaks .ind wtl@n tt,e Orange line Is compJeted I will be able 10 
park In the Van Nuys or Sepuhtreda &tatioo bts rather than drrYe tour miles acros, the ValJey. This 
prO:lect wiH reduce the number ot can on tt'l!l streets during ru6h hour. 

The desirabitty of a toced guideway cannot be understated. The 8RT ROW frMly mQves &cross 
(and ur>der) bolhlhe405 aod 170fr-.,)>. Mootoftl!e p,oposed E81I-Wost Rap,<!&• RoUlos 
have '8ngthy and frustrating congestion back ups at tither the 170 or ◄05 Of bo1t'I. Adding backed 
up buses to this mess will onry make street oongeslion 'NOf&e. 

Our best Rapid Bua routes are one-s that already high vol1Jmne trans.it ridership . Some of the 
proposed mules Cnot&bry Burbank Bt.\1 alld Chandler) eunentty have entire seciions not served by 
any M'T A S&Mee. 

l1 shOUld be noted 8'Bt ~ is already a program in olaoe for oonnAr.tino 1'1(1,rthl.,outh Rap1c1 Bus. 
The oomplobon of tlio On!nge Une alga dots not preciudo any tut.Ke ccn•ideratlon to,- add!lonal 
eHV't¥est Va Ney RaPid Bua route, ir'I addition IO the BRT in the future. {When the day arrives that 
the, Red Line It e:ictended norcn. routes like Yteto(y and Sherman Way could become excellenl 
Rap;,, Bus fee<!e19.) 

In eddioon to tiaving pant and r:idee. the BRT il!I al.so superlot In that it is a gteen belt 1Mth 
thousanas of ntiw trees and landscaping actos.a me Valley, and it off~ a pedestrian and biking 
path 

The so-called Citizen& Organized for SrnartTransrt have pfO"t'ed themselves to be both coven 
and duplicitous. These are obstruc~i$~ with no reat interest fn ~ng mobility In the San 
F emando Valley al'td do not repc-esent the majority or VaH,ey resfdents.. 

Si!lCefely, 

/?.r1 C:k u ;;.-T,,C;., .___ 
Roger Chnstensen 
1◄3.ls t-fuston St #205 
Shfltman Oaka. Calif 91423 

©Metro 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

-

127-1 

27-2 

127-3 

I 21-4 

127-5 

j 27-6 

121-1 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment letter 27 

Comment 27-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 27-2 
The commenter's observation that the parking facilities 
along the Orange Line will reduce auto trips by 
facilitating use of the BRT project is acknowledged for 
the record. 

Comment 27-3 
The commenter's observation that the fixed guideway 
will benefit bus operations by removing buses from the 
congested roadways is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 27 -4 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 27-5 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 27-6 
This is correct. The BRT project includes extensive 
landscaping throughout the right-of-way as well as 
pedestrian and bike paths. 

Comment 27-7 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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Comment Letter 28 

Jrmr "•'11Jd.41 ,., •'(ifl.)11'-210 l♦ ,:o,.,.Ma<tM J• ,.14,,~,..., ~ ~ • ll 1,....,_.,_l .. ~:t~N" 

C-I'Ri~I 
(.'fflff for Trant,p)rUtim Rn.ooroe Managi.mml 
2819 S. Rimpau Blvd. 
l .n<Angeles, CA 91Klii 
(llJ)-735-2911 

AffORDAOLE, EFFECTfl.'I,, SOLUTlOSS, TO TRANSPORT ATIOI\ PRODLEMS 

Jlio"ml>,, 19. 2004 

Mr. Roger L, Martin 
Project Manager, San Femando Valley/North County Area Team 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
One Gateway Plaza 
Mail Stop: 99-22-9 
Los Angeles, CA 90012·2952 

This ktttr is in r~pons~ lo .i rc,qtwst foe c~ on the \ITA .Re\·ised ErwironmcntaJ DOl.'Ullfflt 
for• propos«! "undor """1ru<1i<>o' BRTcorridoraloug lh<'°"lh ,idt of the San Fernando Vi.ll,v 
in lhe Cin; of to. ,\ngtle, . . \llA Ii... l""l'<"<d ,ind i, buildmg, higll &equeo,, <X1tndc<1 wlicl, 
busway, ,iruiiar in imp.a to lieJn Bil, "ilh • pcl,trtially bish I\IUz, c,pocity. w, iu,,-, m·i«·ed 
1hc documcnli and Ju,·, CO!>....,._ ngarding the analysi, included witbi, lh<m. ln our r<view we 
paid ip«ial ~011 to"'""~ &lid funue land u.c policy in the San Fcn,..,do V,lky. TI,m a« 
1.."Cf'la.in potru tht.t "cf\!,:! ltill n.\.".d ad.;quatc and obj.:...'1:ivc '"'-view. 

~-fTA ttle...'ted a comdo, that parhtularly itnp.t¢ts semitiw l~te! in w,~ that c.·amoc ~ 
~alel)' mitigaltd. ~pcc.ific-1ll y \\'(! o~ concerned ahc'!ill lht hi!La.."l:ing of a ,k>cs<b old, 
p,:de,trl., orieme4 rdigiOll'I and educ-<tional communi,v '""18 C"""'1l<r &.~ard. Th< Bllf 
facility u(iJi,('!i ar c>U1Mill1"',J -.U«1H"ay lllulK lhia ~Joe. Furt.11:er "'c:sl till: BRT r~ilil)" i~ 
ali~ oo the north ,idt ?fthe Sq,llt.•cla RC<ffiltion Am. Thi, open '!)'CC i, 1-'UrT'<nllv ,opamed 
frO!II ,djoining <oorrn1Jru>'" by immtll.O< on tht '°'lfh and out lidos. Bccaust ofth• propo:,,d 
fr,qu,ncy and ,peeJ oftht BRT, Wt belj,w ii will --NmmtJruliu or, ""north ,idt &oo, Ill< 
Sepulv«la Basin a, ~·,ll. Final()•,., ar, '°"'"""" that this f"'>jec1 avoidttl "" eflmal funding 
end Sllbtequently i\'oi<bi 1<Clion ◄f an.Jy,i,. While wt do not...,.,_.. the i1ltrl in thi, ~ thtre is 
• hi11or)' of project., 111tid! imp,.<1 open spa.-. to avoid 4( analysis in lhil way. 

We h.1vc identified many appropriate and a,pcrior eld.•WCSI corridon in th.:: S&11 FfflWldo Valley. 
W, ,tr< uo,Jur ~hy ~CTI, h&d 1101 ..,,;owed thmi in the initial ffilR aod a,loot<d proptt trM.lit 
S<n·i«. a.:a>rdiogly. M1A's ..-.liu tl,o\-. an undmlonding of the ,.lationmip be1we,n 

lntn,por1ation Md lai>d-ll,e in lbcory, t..rt wt b,iicv, oot in pr.,'1ice. Actual!)', acc,ptable fidur< 
larul USO wgg..i far high., rid<!ship poienlial on the <llhe,- oonidon in the Vall<y u comp.red to the 
BRT. l\'e belie,·, the \ilA ridon!tip fort\·osu bctw«11 BRT llnd oltomati1·<s ase nc,. obj«1iv, as 
wdl. The for..,.,. dilfennc,, do 11<11 appear lo be Slatislically ,ignif!CMI ba,cd on the n>Odeling 
mclhod used We bdic,·cth11 th.: for.:ca>ls an: unvcrifi&bl.: ., wall. 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- -

28-1 

28-2 

28-3 

- - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 28 

Comment 28-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 28-2 
As is detailed in the Final Environmental Impact 
Report, the project would be consistent with the 
previous and current use of the corridor for 
transportation purposes. Sensitive land uses would be 
buffered from the project by landscaping and 
soundwalls. Existing legal crossing points (i.e., 
crosswalks at signalized intersections) would be 
maintained, and therefore, access across the proposed 
busway would not be impaired. 

As part of the BRT, landscaping would be introduced in 
the median of Chandler Boulevard to mitigate localized 
land use impacts. On days of religious observance, 
special pedestrian crossings would be provided, one at 
Goodland Avenue and another at Agnes Avenue. Other 
enhancements for Chandler Boulevard include low, see
through fencing for pedestrian safety, 35 mile-per-hour 
speed limits, and left turn lanes. 

Un like the freeways that are cited in the comment, the 
proposed project would not create an imposing physical 
barrier between the Sepulveda Basin and communities 
on the north side of the Basin, The BRT would consist 
of an at-grade profile with signalized pedestrian 
crossings at all street crossings along the corridor. The 
project would not pose a substantially greater physical 
barrier than a two-lane, signalized at-grade roadway. 
Moreover, in addition to shifting patrons from 
automobile to public transit, the project would provide 
numerous pedestrian and bicycle amenities. 
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~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro Rev,seo FE1R 

Response_s to Cc:,_mments 

A Section 4(f) Evaluation is a federal requirement and 
is not required under CEQA. Because at the time of the 
preparation of the FEIR federal funds were under 
consideration, the FEIR provided a Section 4(f) 
Evaluation, and in fact there were no impacts on 
protected Section 4(f) resources by the Full BRT 
alternative. As stated on page 8-4.15-1, the Revised 
FEIR is strictly a CEQA document, and therefore, a 
Section 4(f) Evaluation is not required and was not 
conducted for the Rapid Bus alternatives. 

Comment 28-3 
Please see response 4.2. 
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i,on,;M■'ll;J<lhl '••!(!U)1't-2t11 to....,., ..... F111 •l•:l•Mn,C«'I PIO-) of 1 ~niNJ. Jt~1t1 ·X(ll2~1'M 

~ 

MTA llKT 
Nonrilo, 19. 2004 
Pag<lof2 . 

Tl>< BRT >dd.1 a founla Uldard to r,gionll rlj)id tr:Unir ""'""'· u,., of1n existing ,undard au, be 
helter in«!J",do.l imo """' wrri.Jvr, IITTII 1w beu.r loo,: '""" w,1 l,.,,JJL MT A impli<. tl,11 BR T i, 
l~Jog.h..a.Uy AUptrior. T (-dmologi~:11 are avajtabk for the <'thcr oonidon which ,,,.wlJ mak.tthan 
hiJhly -:oinpetilive with Uk BRT in trud time, t.'°", 4nd 1o-onv.:nim...'C 11ad at~~ CM'bentftt 
!hut tlw BRT <onidor. 

In C'Olldusion ~'C b:l:ie,-e tW the MTA's analysis i! oot obj«1iv~ and has an tiicotl\-ini;ing bia5 
towardi tht ORT ~00,. We Otlia ·~ that thi! appoa:k doetnol k:f'\'~tbe public w~U and 
nwdirc,,.u r~U.."l. Ta.rgeting 001« wnidn "''Otild addrcu mubillty, t1u, ~c. growth,. and l,nd 
ux iMU« i.n the SaA Fernando V1,Jlc:y m0tt c:O"cai\.-cly. 

0.botah John,.,., 
C• l'l(i,11 
Policy Revi~- and .-\nalyffl 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

-

128-4 

128-5 

- - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 28-4 
MT A has not introduced a fourth "standard" to regional 
rapid transit service. The BRT "standard" per national 
and international definitions includes expedited bus 
transit services using a variety of techniques that range 
from arterial Metro Rapid Bus service with signal 
priority, stations, branding, wayside information, and 
some exclusive trayel lanes up exclusive right-of-way 
full BRT like the Orange Line. Many BRT services 
have both exclusive and arterial operation further 
supporting the integration of these services into one 
standard. 

Comment 28-5 
The MT A and its consultants made every effort that the 
Rapid Bus alternatives in the Revised FEIR were 
evaluated in an objective manner using the same 
evaluation criteria as those used for the Full BRT in the 
FFJ R. As is detailed in the. Revised FElR, the analysis 
was the result of an extensive planning process that 
concluded that the Full BRT would be the best 
transportation improvement in the San Fernando 
Valley. The analysis of the Rapid Bus alternatives did 
include other corridors as requested by the commenter. 
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Letter 29 

-----Original Message-----
From: BHA in L.A. [mailto:bha in la@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Friday, November 26, 2004 11:14 AM 
To: MTA's" "Martin, Roger 
Cc: MTA's Michel, KevinJ.; BHA in L.A. 
Subject: Comments, EIR SFV East-West Transit 
Corridor (SCH199510i050) 

This file is written in the Windows-1252 character set. If 
"box'' characters like □ appear, then reset your 
computer's encoding to Windows U.S. On MS-Internet 
Explorer browsers, the encoding may be reset through 
the View menu; point your mouse to that item on the 
menu bar, and select (click) it, then click Encoding, then 
click Windows U.S. 

Comments Upon the Entire 
Environmental Impact Report 
for the San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 

(SCH1995101050), 
Including the Draft Revised 
Final Environmental Impact 

Report 

1.0 Comment (reference: procedures) 1 29_1 
I hereby integrally incorporate by reference in 

every "comment" of mine the "discussion" of that 
comment which follows it. 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 29 

Comment 29-1 
Copies of the Draft Revised FEIR were made availa ble 
on October 22, 2004 at every public library in the San 
Fernando Valley, Metro's Dorothy Peyton Gray library 
in downtown Los Angeles on the I 5th Floor of the 
Metro Building; and available for viewing in PDF 
format at Metro's website at 
www.metro.net/projects_plans. 
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1.0 Discussion of comment: I 29-1 
Therefore, I contend, MT A must respond to the 

totality of issues presented both in the labeled 
"comment" and its "discussion". The discrete (not 
discreet) labeling system's primary purpose is to identify 
to staff where I deem a comment to exist and its core 
issue, not in the least to invite staff to indulge in 
summary dismissal of comments by ignoring the 
supporting discussion. Each of my comments together 
with its discussion constitutes a "package deal"; the pair 
may not be "unbundled". Your responses, in whatever 
form, must include all subsidiary issues. 

Wherever I include a "(reference: ... )" element in a 
comment, that to no degree limits any comment's scope. 
Its sole purpose is merely to aid staff in understanding 
my comments and in identifying their relevance. 

1.1 Comment (reference: Due-process clause, 14th 

amendment, U.S. Constitution) 
When did the first party other than MT A and its 

agents actually, provably first receive a copy of the draft 
RFEIR? When did the first party other than public 
agencies actually, provably first receive a copy of the 
draft RFEIR? If that date is later than October 24th

, 

2004, then what is the revised circulation period to which 
the public is entitled? 

2. Comment 
The status of the subject EIR is somewhat 

analogous to the status of a court trial which was 
declared a mistrial. From this analogy alone, the lead 
agency may not validly argue that new comments 
offered upon the contents of the old FEIR, the adoption 
of which was vacated, are invalid. In which respects is 
the subject El R's status similar to that of a mistrial, and 
in which respects is this status different from that of a 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REvIsEo FEIR 

29-2 

Comment 29-2 
The commenter contends that the status of these further 
proceedings on FEIR are somewhat analogous to a 
declaration of a mistrial in a trial court and, therefore, 
MT A improperly limited public comments to the 
Revised FEIR. As discussed in the Revised FElR, the 
CEQA Guidelines authorized MTA to limit public 
comments to the Revised FEIR. Thus, MT A properly 
requested that comments be limited to the Revised 
FEIR. Therefore, because MT A appropriately 
proceeded under CEQA Guidelines by limiting 
comment responses to the Revised FEIR, this situation 
should not be analogized to a mistrial. 
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mistrial, does MTA contend? What legal reasoning does 
MT A adduce to support its contentions here? Does MT A 
legally rebut, to a standard which can withstand every 
appellate-court challenge, that comments received upon 
the subject El R's entire scope are, instead, invalid, and if 
so, comprehensively how does it do so? 

2. Discussion of comment: 
Where a mistrial is declared, no conclusion has 

been reached, a new trial must be held in order to reach 
a conclusion, and although a party may rely upon the 
undisputed testimony presented at the preceding trial, all 
of it must be presented to the triers of law and fact. The 
triers of law and fact must consider all of the presented 
testimony. No party may omit testimony at the new trial 
merely because it was presented and undisputed at the 
previous trial, and the triers of law and fact must 
consider all of the testimony, old and new alike. 

At the new trial, a transcript of the previous 
proceeding is not always read to a jury instead of 
examining and cross-examining the witnesses anew. 
The parties's attorneys, need not necessarily repeat their 
direct and cross examinations of witnesses verbatim. 
Indeed, the new testimony might lead to new avenues of 
cross-examination. Certainly, the transcript of the trial 
attorney's previous summations would not be read to a 
jury. 

No final conclusion can be reached upon the 
admissibility of new evidence and argument upon the 
unrevised content of the FEIR based upon this analogy 
alone, but both the analogy and the admissibility issue 
need thorough analysis and discussion. 

3. Comment 
What are all of the salient points of conclusion of 

the law-review article authored by Professor Eric 
Goldman entitled "Legal Adequacy of Environmental 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

29-2 

29-3 

Comment 29-3 
The commenter requests that a 1982 law review 
article on environmental law be reviewed and 
synopsized in a comment response. The 
commenter does not explain why this synopsis 
would be relevant to the Revised FEIR. A copy 
of the article is not included with the comment. 
Since the article is from 1982, it would not 
contain information relevant to the specific 
alternatives being compared in the Revised 
FEIR. In addition, as noted by the commenter, 
a number of amendments to CEQA and its 
Guidelines, as well as new case law interpreting 
them, have occurred in the interim. 
Accordingly, the request to perform this legal 
research and analysis is respectfully declined. 
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Discussions in Environmental Impact Reports" in Volume 
3, Number 1 (Fall 1982) of the UCLA Journal of 
Environmental Law & Policy, notwithstanding whether 
the lead agency judges CEQA to require this 
discussion? Do not combine the response to this 
comment with the response to any other comment. 

3. Discussion of comment: 
Note that most (both in number and degree) of 

Professor Goldman's points remain valid despite the 
passage of much time, the intervening amendments to 
CEQA, and the intervening evolution of CEQA case law, 
such as the opinion in "Goleta II". 

4. Comment 
What are all of the conclusions which may be 

drawn from a comprehensive application to the subject 
project and its full EIR of the arguments and conclusions 
presented in Professor Goldman's 1982 article, 
especially his subdivision A, Project Description, but not 
at all limited to that section? Do not combine the 
response to this comment with the response to any other 
comment. 

4. Discussion of comment: 

5. Comment 
What is the design capacity of the busway in the 

proposed options (BRT) which incorporate one? Use all 
criteria reasonably applicable to all project facets and 
locations. 

5. Discussion of comment: 
Both busway-endogenous and busway-exogenous 

criteria must be included. Thus, the capacity limits 
imposed by the busway. 

~ San Fernando Valley 

~ East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro Rev1sEo FEIR 

29-3 

29-4 

29-5 

Comment 29-4 
The commenter refers again to the 1982 law review 
article and asks what conclusions may be drawn from 
the application of the arguments and conclusions 
therein, especially a portion regarding project 
descriptions. Please see response to Comment No. 29 -
3. Again, since the commenter does not specify with 
adequate particularity the conclusions or arguments 
which should be addressed and the relevance to the 
Revised FEIR, the request to perfonn this legal research 
and analysis is respectfully declined. 

Comment 29-5 
The theoretical design capacity of the bu sway 
represents the maximum number of buses that 
could be operated on a two-lane facility, one 
lane in each direction. It would normally be 
stated as an hourly capacity. The busway itself 
can accommodate many more buses per hour 
than can the at-grade crossings of arterial 
streets, so the crossings become the limiting 
factor in tenns of the number of buses per hour 
that could be operated on the busway. 

The theoretical capacity of the at-grade 
crossings is a function of the total number of 
articulated buses that could pass through the 
signalized crossings, which in theory could be 
one bus through every signal cycle. Most of 
the signals operate on sixty-second cycles, so 
this would generally be one bus per minute. 
The MT A does not plan to operate buses 

at one-minute headways, so the design capacity 
of the busway will not be a constraining factor 
to bus operations. This bus operations plan is 
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~ San Fernando Valley 

~ . East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro Rev1seo FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

detennined by MTA on the basis of need and 
resources, in coordination with the Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LA DOT), which 
manages the traffic system in the City. 

Page 9-248 



- - - - - - - -
Comment Letter 30 

IU SFY/lfC PLilOIMC fu:Z13-9:t2•6358 No't' .29 2804 U: SS 

• 

S TAT! OF C"Ll~ORH IA 

• Gove111<>r'1 OUice of Plaui•a and R.escarch 

P. 02 

... ~ . 
(;.) 
-~-St•co Clurin1bo,ue and Plannin1 Uait -' -a:a· ....... --~~) 4,l(IC,,I 

R-Ma,,m LA.Co_M:_,_,._ 
1Go-.yPka,11w15",p99-22-9 
lot 1':lpla, CA 90012 

S\lbject Sa.ofcmodo\'.rle1Eu4--.,,-.tTrmitCorridm-
SCH#: 1995101050 . 

~., Rottt:'-t&.ma: 

1bc5,...a~,,,_,..,_umedS,pp--1E1R1c-....,.,..._.r., 
review. Tbt ft'Yicw penod clo:Md. 011111 Nofflm>tl lJ. 2004, ...too ~ ~ aibaatald CORDIO:u 'by .......... n,;,.._~...,,.. .... """"liod"ul!tboS-~- . --r.r-..--.... ............. C.-.lla-Q,,,l!tyA<, 

Pl,u, eallfbe S..• ~ II (916) .. 5-0613 lf,..1,a.., ..,, _ _..,, ... 
t:!:1¥itommra.Jff'YWWpnc,n1- lf)'Oll.bfiYel.cptttioaal,owdlif;,lJoYkll:lmd~p ..... r.fa-tc,dM, 
_., ... .__. ____ ... _ 
-...ly, 

~~ 
o· lttdor, Scaw Cncl.z:r&boue 

l'60GT!N'lllSTU!T P.0.80X Jo,14. ~EN'ffl,CA~V. 11Sll.2..»t.4 
Tn.(91QW)-(l6:U f1Ml.'!')32l-JOII --. .-.u...., 

©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 30 

Comment 30-1 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Response to Comment Letter 31 

Comment 31-1 
Please see response to comment 20-8. 
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131-3 

~Metro 

San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-2 
The CEO's letter invited Mr. Rubin to provide 
comments to his office. The correspondence from Mr. 
Rubin to Metro's CEO were referred to the project team 
as soon as it was received. 

Comment 31-3 
Please see Response 31-2. 

Page 9-252 



__ ... 
.,.._..rl6i,JeN ... 
~ aa lo Wk11 wcll • ~ wttl be ~ed. I~~• dk: ~ of 
ha'oima: \M fint aoctitla N l900fl • pouiblc 

We ~ plOM«I .. ,...,. lelwf tilekt, -nu ~ Mll'.l'W Mk be ~ "" I 
COf'llta:IOt~~C,...-il~~•t.o ..... bt ...... byMTA """"""-«•br-----~,...pooj,d_n..., 
yflal ftttt-, in-,, ~.t6u 1ypc ,nd l'n1 _.._ ~ ltt: bodt Ytl)' ~ .... dats 
..,.._..,hol!>MTA......i11e.....,;.11e,-;o.CEQA_ ... i....,thc
~o.ktN lleFJII _N _ ........... _ ... cosr..,.._.. ... 
bqjll,o __ ,,_,.,_ ... ...n)<-.,.lbo.,..CEQA,,_,...,.,,,_ 
owcxpcirtite al.t-,iol: ift~ Ndl_,,., WI be..,_. 1a yawl. ....... -Ille-·--·-"' diilp,ojoQMt-~ ,....-,, ro,,ottolllteltle~a<dwnm.-,MTAmffn'l(mdh:ir~~)t ... vril~ 
Jipili~ .... iD ... piajfd( .... 1 IIIOCZ'lt/Jmly~ nc:1tappun• ini;licaa It.I: JOIII" 
OOl'IMllullllrNIIM)'Ya:teee11tyheaMltled~ Soowttq111ntiadar,'91'CWOl!idtbllhc..-cs 
oftkftNIUl~.«~.n:IMTA's ....... ~~-Olc 
- - - -~ -· '°'· ....... - ... . __ , --) "'"' -., _..,_IN "fTA ,,_ ...n: ...i -~ .... wil ltc 
-tuosoodoit,..;-s. ~•-Y-OO°"i""""'IOMfA_...,du 
i1dGn .... by~ UlliMd~ Posu11 ~ ind da5--. .. Mlllld lhoNt.c du 
IObe~te •by~--, Nc:h • ~l,tdcpk1Dc,Nor Cani1Nl( (Wl4 k( 

• p,o¥idc ,-wi• • Lo& Anpb 6.c!tmiffe ~ lif • in~ Ellt ..-en. JlJ!(rlj. 
6109} Wcaho~twllMs.i~btf"G'>'idcd•I.IS~-•~· 

Yoi, wift af..- ___.y ~ .. ncloan, 'fi'NI OW '4eW5 Oil 1hr MW EUl. ~ ad 
delliM l~Mthlbd:...,.WrowCEQ~kM!to,-•~nfo.vic'M 
U • 1 kc_.fs,c. ~ ID be~• tlOOft • p-,libh.. ~ COST ca_. a 
...-Md ........ MTA'•--- -·• mdo o -J ,oll bop, ""1• MTA 
nploiainc ft>_. 10 du - a;QA - bot .. .. cerllioly ~., -
-.ltipfe nicffllp ,r lhal b )'OW~ Hawevn, we ..... ,a,m W Cxtmnc ~ of 
COCJl~•i•~.t~oo W ~oflhif. E1R •-a, rw-.blie. 

r MU be ._llfftbk 1nOS11 of.._ -1c (3q:,tcmt,cr D• "'°'llf" 1hC I~ -.I ~ • the 
c;onWNGJOI: o(Mf A.ad(.11)1'18111.- aft 

131-3 

31-4 

31-5 

31-6 

~ Metro 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-4 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 31-5 
The team preparing the document was identified in the 
Revised FEIR. Please see Appendix 8E. Metro project 
staff is responsible for managing consultant contracts. 
Contact with consultants and legal assistance hired by 
Metro are done through Metro's project manager. 
Consultants are instructed to direct members of the 
public to the Metro project manager. 

Comment 31-6 
Mr. Rubin's points were well articulated and follow-up 
meetings were not required to understand his 
comments. As soon as his letter was received, it was 
distributed to the project team as public input to be 
considered in completing the project. The team 
anticipated that the letter would be submitted as a 
comment letter and gave it serious consideration as we 
proceeded. 
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©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-7 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. See 
Response to Comment No. 14-10 for a discussion on 
"public outreach" (i.e., consultation with the public). 

Comment 31-8 
Please see Response 14-12. 

Comment 31-9 
As acknowledged by the commenter, MT A opted not to 
proceed under federal law in the FEIR. Therefore, FT A 
"new starts" standards are inapplicable to the FElR and 
the Revised FEIR. 
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©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 
East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-10 
Please see response to comment 3 1-9. 

Comment 31-11 
Please see response to comment 31-1. 

Comment 31-12 
The commenter's statement is noted for the record. 
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San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-13 
What Tom Rubin states in 31- 13 is partially correct. 
The mention of Metro Rapid in the Executive Summary 
of the Long Range Transportation Plan is, as stated by 
Mr. Rubin, on the page numbers given. However, he is 
incorrect in stating that the MT A Board adopted 
"expansion of the successful Metro Rapid Bus 
Program" as "a prominent component of the plan" with 
the approval of the LRTP in April 2001. 

The Metro Rapid Program was still a demonstration 
project in April 200 I. What was discussed in the LRTP 
was the conceptual plan for expanding the Metro Rapid 
Demonstration Program. The conceptual plan included 
22 expansion lines and was based on a limited selection 
process. The MT A Board of Directors directed that 
further work needed to be done on expanding the 
Demonstration Program in May 200 I, based on the plan 
identified in the Long Range Transportation Plan (this 
is all in Metro Rapid Board Report of February 2002). 

This direction called for three principal work efforts: 
• Reconfirm the lines identified in the LRTP 

through more extensive analysis and the 
consideration of additional MT A and Municipal 
lines, and prioritize potential Metro Rapid 
candidate lines into an updated phased 
implementation plan. 

• Implement an initial expansion phase of 6-7 lines. 
• Monitor, analyze, and improve Metro Rapid 

operations, facilities, and customer experience. 

The Board Report of February 2002 presented the first 
element in this work, selection of the Metro Rapid 
Expansion Program lines (Phase II). 
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Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-14 
This comment appears to address an issue of semantics 
rather than environmental impacts. The Orange Line 
can be described as bus rapid transit in a dedicated 
busway. It is actually modeled in the MT A travel 
demand forecasting model as an express bus in a 
dedicated facility with run times hard coded into the 
model as opposed to being a function of the highway 
speed, as are other modes, such as Rapid Bus which 
travel in mixed flow lanes and are therefore subject to 
the influence of traffic congestion in those lanes. 

Comment 31-15 
Please see Responses 14-12 and 20-31. 

Comment 31-16 
The Commenter's statement is noted for the record. 
Please see Response 4-2. 
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- - - - - - - - - -~esponses to Comments 

Comment 31-17 
A baseline cost comparison was used to maintain 
continuity of the original FElR. 
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©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

- - - - - - - - - -Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-18 
MT A has no plans to construct a portal on the west side 
of Lankershim Boulevard. This is not a part of the 
Orange Line project, and no funds have been budgeted 
for it. Travel time calculations for the BRT used as its 
easterly terminus, the BRT station located on the west 
side of Lankershim Boulevard, not the North 
Hollywood Metro Red Line station. In fact, it is not 
assumed that all patrons will arrive at the North 
Hollywood BR T station from the Red Line. 

Procurement of advanced-technology vehicles was not 
anticipated in formulating the Project budget for the 
FEIR. Please see Response 20-229. 
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San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-19 
Commenter is correct that the FEfR suggested that 
quieter buses could reduce or eliminate the need for 
soundwalls for certain points along the alignment. 
However, all soundwalls are being constructed at 
locations designated in the FEIR, and the cost of all 
soundwalls was included in the FEIR project budget. 
Meanwhile, MTA has worked diligently to procure a 
quieter bus, therefore implementing additional 
mitigation measures in advance of the BRT operation. 
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San Fernando Valley 
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- - - - - - - - - -R~sponses to Comments 

Comment 31-20 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 

Comment 31-21 
The Orange Line project budget contained an allocation 
of $16.5 million set aside for construction of additional 
parking in Warner Center. The construction of a station 
and park and ride lot on Canoga Avenue in Warner 
Center has been environmentally cleared by an 
addendum to the FEIR, certified by the MT A Board in 
February 2004. 
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~ Metro 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-22 
The MT A O&M cost model is a resource cost build-up 
model that is typically used for MT A planning studies. 
FT A guidelines state a preference for use of a resource 
cost build-up model (see Guidance for Transit 
Financial Plans, Federal Transit Administration, Office 
of Planning, Office of Program Management, June 
2000, section 2.4.2). The MT A O&M cost model 
provides a valid tool for understanding cost 
comparisons between alternatives. 
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©Metro 
San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-23 
We typically do not account for project-specific fare 
revenue. Capture of fare revenues is not an 
environmental impact-related issue. 

Comment 31-24 
Boardings for each rapid bus route have been provided 
in Table 8-6.5. 

Comment 31-25 
Cost per new rider (new daily transit trip) is provided in 
Table 8-6.10. Operating cost per passenger mile is 
provided in Table 8-6. 11. 

Comment 31-26 
Please see Response 3 1-23. 

Comment 31-27 
Travel time savings continues to use the metric 
employed in the DEIR and FEIR. Please see Response 
10-4. 
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Comment 31-28 
For the new rapid bus alternatives, MT A provided 
evaluation based on all the metrics presented in the 
DEIR and FEIR. No new metrics were introduced. 

Comment 31-29 
MT A did not consider separate north-south and east
west Rapid Bus routes, but rather considered combined 
routes as suggested by the commenter. The balance of 
the statements concerning potential routes is noted for 
the record. Please see response to comment 4-2 
concerning selection of RB Alternatives and 6-3 
concerning multiple repetitive iterations of study of 
route variations. In addition, please see response: to 
comment numbers 20-46 - 20-79 regarding route 
variations. 
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Comment 31-30 
Please see Response to Comment No. 4-2 concerning 
the selection of the RB Alternatives. Please see 
Response to Comment No. 14-16 concerning origin-to
destination time including walk time or time spent in 
other transit to the bus transit service. The 
commenter's statements about the operation of other 
Rapid Bus lines and the impact of the Consent Decree 
are noted for the record. 
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Comment 31-31 
Please see Response to Comment No.3 1-42 regarding 
the alternative of timed transfer route design and 
additional express bus service on freeways. 
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Comment 31-32 
The commenter's statement on the use of Proposition C 
funds is noted for the record. Please see response to 
comment no. 20-146 concerning Proposition C 
proceeds. Please see response to Comment 31-42 
regarding an alternative of additional express bus 
service on freeways. 
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Comment 31-33 
The commenter asserts that MT A should have 
separately considered fare reduction. Comment F8- ID 
in the FEIR suggested that Project funding be used to 
implement fare reduction. Response to comment F8-
I D stated that this was not feasible: 

"All existing transit services are 
substantially subsidized beyond what is 
collected at the fare box, which would be 
the case for any proposed new services 
whether TSM or the busway. The state 
funding available for implementation of 
the BRT project is limited to being used 
for capital expenses, including vehicles, 
construction, real estate, and engineering, 
so these funds would not be available for 
fare reductions.'' 

Moreover, fare reduction is similar to No Build and 
TSM, which were a lready considered in the FEIR. The 
same buses and bus routes would be used in the fare 
reduction alternative as in No Build. Unlike fare 
reduction and No Build, TSM would enhance bus 
service. TSM increases ridership by attracting 
additional riders with substantial enhancements in bus 
service, primarily decreased headways between buses. 
(FElR § 2-2.2.) Under TSM, ridership was expected to 
increase by 8,892 daily transit riders over No Build. 
(FElR p. 3-15.) The commenter similarly asserted that 
fare reduction would increase ridership. 

Since fare reduction is similar to No Build and TSM, it 
would have similar impacts. No Build would not meet 
any of the objectives for improving mobility in the 

Valley. Also, No Build would not achieve land use 
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goals, including the 200 l SCAG Regional 
Transportation Plan. 

Even TSM did not relieve congestion in the Cahuenga 
and Sepulveda passes because there would be no direct 
connection with the Metro Red Line. (Draft EIR Vol. 
I, p. 6-2.) The TSM would not minimize travel times 
because the buses would run on-street in already 
congested traffic. (Id.) The Draft ElR also explained 
that TSM would not effectively intercept traffic through 
the Valley since it does not extend through it nor have 
any additional parking lots. (Id.) Based on this 
evidence, MTA logically adopted a finding that TSM 
would not minimize travel time or relieve congestion. 
(See, MTA Findings of Fact and Statement of 
Overriding Consideration for FEIR.) 

In addition, the Final ElR explained that TSM is not 
consistent with the Transportation Element of the City 
of Los Angeles General Plan Framework to provide a 
priority corridor for high capacity transit service. 
(FEIR, Vol. 2, p. 7-147.) TSM is also consistent with 
the Southern California Association of Governments' 
200 I Regional Transportation Plan ("200 I RTP") that 
specifies a dedicated busway within MT A's ROW. 
(FEIR Vol. I, p. 4-33.) On this analysis, MTA adopted 
a finding that the TSM is not consistent with the City of 
Los Angeles General Plan, Warner Center Specific 
Plan, and 2001 RTP. (See, MTA Findings of Fact and 
Statement of Overriding Consideration for FEIR.) 

Moreover, fare reduction is infeasible. MT A has not 
raised fares since 1996. (MT A 2001 Long Range 
Transportation Plan for Los Angeles County, Executive 
Summary, p. 23.) The cost of MTA 's transit operations 
is already expected to fall well short of revenues, 
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including state and federal sources. (MTA Draft 200 I 
Long Range Transportation Plan for Los Angeles 
County p. 7-7.) In order to manage the shortfall, an 
increase in fares is being considered, not a reduction. 
(Id. at p. 7-8 - 7-9.) 

Accordingly, fare reduction is not a feasible alternative 
and is similar to the no project and TSM alternatives 
studied. Additionally, the Court of Appeal rejected 
COST's assertions that fare reduction should be 
considered as a separate alternative. 

Comment 31-34 
The commenter's statement is noted for the record. 
Although the Court of Appeal required consideration of 
a multiple route Rapid Bus alternative in further 
proceedings on the FElR, the Court of Appeal rejected 
COSTS many assertions that other analysis in the FEIR 
did not amount to fair and consistent analysis. 

Comment 31-35 
Please see Responses 20-22, 20-23, 20-28, 20-29, and 
20-76 in regard to calculation of run times. 

Page 9-279 



S.ar......V...,.lf.aM.W•TrNtltC'ltrrw.rPnj,lrt 
~<:M,W,n-Fo,c..pl,tioo0f0'.Q4~--

,.is 

Vl 

,,,,_. _ ___ ....,.,.., _, 8RT _ bo _..,. ia 

rucdJtM .... wry. lf"lklllis-,diOilrft:aol • all.ontWIIIOWd:f,cpoci 
~Bwtobt ..._llictaltd.,81.T ..... 'MJl.dd lid llllliaa• ri ... 
..... 1khpid8-tsWwCllillll-. 

). fiaaa, ... 00-• .,_,tho!MTA ... _lo<_•1MO.-,. 
Liac: ~ lipjlk..., .,._, i:-. t( ~ .. .. ..,_ M: 
weft Ulilmilta dllit MtA•1 r-.lime -,ddt. 

la cbc.., ElR. .. rsqaatMMTA.-h~dlAMalt alliefNllw:t.. _, ..... _ .. .,.,, __ l(b.._a..MTA,._m 

CllitlN 6C-fc:i(l(CNCi aticl'1 oa .. 0.-..,. Liaa,. * ltmlf4. tO.b:lw'i for 
Rapid a.. _.,.. < .... ..,. bdiewt ..,- be prcflnMe 1w a WWICtJ" .r _......,.,,_.. ........ -..,. ... ._s.. ... ~
dlenitY1i1~.,... .. ....-~vr.R.,. ._ •t•.,...,._ 
- ltMTA_, .... .r .. __ bVllloyR .... 
Ow 1CnQ . .. ,.....,. . .. .,drm0.-.1.DIIE, 111111 ...ay,es ....W 
Mtiow. (ll tk ~ for 1hu, - (l) D1t ~,_.of~ ad 

~ ., ...... -.ydi- ■--------
-· ,..._ ,. ... 4doy,. "'·· MTA --• dolailod~ of 
~ IUChdilbcaca• prope,-ilitWr;~ 

1ft ~ 111 .. ,.,,_.,...._,...of ....,d>< M liMe ...tcb 
llOiliood h,,MTA illtloo R,.lillt _ .....,., 

Smty - Wc MW~1COMll'lffllNoedlcpoorsafttyl'CCIOfdr,f ...... 
fadl11iietliM .... Lq8caS'-Linc.S._M""Y ........ brMYIIII.O. 
1'rallit. hi fi,t ~ siloe ~o(tliel>r:aA Elk. • .,.. ...... lipl nil 11M 
l'lltbcc&Cllltllplctcdifl~Tma T'hi!Wl!'1)'e~of1Ms~1)'IM 
~ npn!9Clt ,_. ,_ ..,. .. alla' mllCnc!,. 1:1 Ide.- 11m. IO-,, 
.._i-« .. hfl'A""'-)' .. -pr,jocts. The_MM,S.
li9allil>-"-•-.. -aoliNoo--y-,ro..-,.-.,..;.._an1_ .,... ... _.,,."' __ _ 
__..,.........,. ...... - ;,. - of .. °'- Lillo 
.. ~l 

Tm i1111d l'.IDII d9 "'IMNly" a ,a{dy m.(......,. Min 'IOC tMrW o4 •Y 
<tioorioeM"'°""'bc-...,.,,;p;--~, h bol•a-.1 
--- lll-... oa(dy.,..t,... __ .,...,._,.,....,.._ .... , ... ., ... _ _, ~ .. _, "'""'"'i-, ... ., .. ,..__.., __ ...,..,..,.l _ _.,lO,.,., I•-. 
................ ;--o,jy'""'"""'-.. ·---.. ci-. 
OMl!IIB< .,..i,., ..... lad ~ ... il ■I - b a o,;...,..,«R
KICffldt priof tG I tnin bcq: tlo-410 CMCl' llhc i•enecuon. ( 11 ii IOa -'f Ill 
ba11CCQU!lllhduto ICC-- -.C- ~ftlf<muatrc ~pl.illc~ is,. W\tle 
fine flnWID~tDIM"W itl'IIM;:i .. tJM.collisioa nu - pt1',ap i,, tk.t W.) 
W• haw riot }1!111 MOdelod wM SK'tl 1 11-IIC'Oad Rile -..dd do ID Mldacci 

31-36 

31-37 

31-38 

~ San Fernando Valley 
~ East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro REv1sEo FEIR 

Responses to Comments 

Comment 31-36 
Please see Response 31 -3 5. 

Comment 31-37 
Please see Response 3 1-3 5. 

Comment 31-38 
Please refer to Response 20-35. 
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Comment 31-39 
The commenter suggests that the siting of the 
Fulton/Burbank station violates Public Utilities Code 
Section 130265. Section states, in its entirety: 

"In 1990, the Los Angeles County Transportation 
Commission adopted an approved San Fernando Valley 
rail rapid transit route and plan as described in the 
Findings and Mitigation Monitoring Program adopted 
by the Los Angeles County Transportation Commission 
on February 28, 1990, as an extension of metro rail or 
advanced technology transit, other than light rail, that is 
a deep bore subway through residential areas, unless 
modified through a subsequent state or federal 
environmental review process. Therefore, the 
following apply within the right-of-way of the Burbank 
Branch line of the Southern Pacific Railroad: 

(a) In the area between the western curb of 
Hazeltine Avenue and a line parallel to and 50 
feet west of the western edge of the Hollywood 
freeway, there may not be constructed any 
exclusive public mass transit rail guideway, rail 
rapid transit or light rail system, or other track, 
other than as a subway system that is covered 
and below grade, 

(b) In the area described in subdivision ( c), no 
station may be constructed, other than a station 
where the main entrance is located on property 
that is currently part of the Los Angeles Valley 
College campus or on that portion of the 
existing railroad right-of-way located north of 
Burbank Boulevard and east of Fulton Avenue. 

(c) In the area below Tujunga Wash and at least 
one mile to the east and west ofTujunga Wash, 

there may not be constructed any exclusive 
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public mass transit rail guideway, rail rapid 
transit or light rail system, or other track, other 
than as a subway using boring technology as a 
deep bore subway located at least 25 feet below 
ground, measured from the existing ground 
level to the top of the tunnel. 

( d) This section is not intended to mandate the 
selection by the Los Angeles County 
Transportation Commission of any transit route 
or the construction of any route configuration 
or alignment, or to prevent consideration by 
that commission of any monorail or other 
advanced technology option on any alternative 
route, but this section is intended solely to 
define statutorily the route configuration and 
alignment limitations adopted locally by the 
Los Angeles County Transportation 
Commission on February 28, 1990." 

Mr. Rubin claims that the Orange Line has station stops 
at both Fulton/Burbank and Coldwater Canyon. It is 
true that there is a Fulton/Burbank station, but there is 
no Orange Line station at Coldwater Canyon. 

The arrangement of the Fulton/Burbank station does not 
violate the Robbins Legislation. Although the station 
platforms for the Fulton/Burbank station are located on 
the Northwest and Southeast corners of the intersection 
of Fulton and Burbank Blvd., the Robbins Legislation 
does not impose a restriction on a busway facility, 
including a busway station, which this station is. 
Subsection (b) of the Robbins Legislation relies directly 
on subsection (c). In subsection (c), it only requires any 
rail facility to be a "deep bore subway." It specifically 
references the rail facilities as a "rail guideway", a "rail 
rapid transit", a "light rail system," or "other track." 
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Thus, Subdivision (b)'s language concerning the 
placement of a station logically means a rail station and 
not all types of stations. Rules of statutory construction 
require that statutes be interpreted in context, by 
considering the statute as a whole. The Robbins Bill 
Legislation is unambiguously directed at restricting rail 
facilities to deep-bore subways. Accordingly, the 
placement of the Orange Line station at the intersection 
of Burbank Boulevard and Fulton Ave. does not violate 
the Robbins Legislation. 
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Comment 31-40 
Refer to Response 20-100 for discussion of bus weight. 
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Comment 31-41 
Existing transportation facilities throughout the entire 
Valley are discussed at 8-1. 1.2. In addition, subsection 
8-1. 1.4 discusses transportation problems for east-west 
arterials in the entire Valley. Also, guideway and non
guideway planning efforts are discussed for context 
purposes in subsection 8-1.2. 

Comment 31-42 
New infonnation has been added to the section titled 
Alternatives Considered, Chapter 8-2 concerning 
multiple-route Rapid Bus alternatives. The Court of 
Appeal rejected COST's assertion that fare reduction 
must be considered as a separate alternative. See 
comment response 31-33. The Court of Appeal in 
requiring MT A to consider a multiple-route Rapid Bus 
alternative in further proceedings on the FEIR has 
determined that this will result in the consideration of a 
reasonable range of feasible alternatives to the project. 
Therefore, additional alternatives need not be 
considered. Other than merely referencing the 
alternatives of timed-transfer operations, additional 
express bus and fare reductions, the commenter does 
not state why these alternatives merit examination. 
Like fare reduction discussed in comment response 31-
33, timed-transfer operations and additional bus transfer 
service are similar to the No Build, TSM, BRT and 
multiple-route Rapid Bus alternatives discussed in the 
Revised FElR. Therefore, examination of these 
additional suggested alternatives is not required under 
CEQA or the Court of Appeal's decision pursuant to 
which this Revised FEIR is being prepared. 

Comment 31-43 
The Transportation Setting, Impacts and Mitigation 
section was expanded to provide additional information 
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on transportation conditions in the San Fernando 
Valley. Streets throughout the Valley are described in 
Section 8-3. l. l.2 and the impact of future growth on 
Valley travel corridors was added to Section 8-3.2.1. 
The description of transit service in the Draft EIS/ErR 
had always covered the entire San Fernando Valley, not 
"just a narrow slice in the Southern portion of the 
flatland." 

Comment 31-44 
Selling the right-of-way for profit is a hypothetical 
approach that assumes the right-of-way would not be 
used for transportation purposes. MT A would still own 
the right-of-way for some type of transportation project 
in the future should the Board choose another 
alternative. 

Comment 31-45 
The air quality analysis in the Revised FEI.R uses the 
California Air Resources Board (CARB) EMF AC7F 
emissions factor model to estimate motor vehicle 
emission factors. EMF AC7F was the most recently 
approved models when the Final EIR was prepared. 
The emission factors that were used in the air quality 
analysis take into account the range of model years that 
would be operating in the buildout year, including older 
vehicles that would emit more pollutants than newer 
vehicles. This mix of vehicles is based on OMV 
registrations. Thus, the emission factors used in the air 
quality analysis takes into account older vehicles that 
emit more pollutants than newer vehicles. 
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Comment 31-46 
The operation of the three new Rapid Bus alternatives 
would not require the construction of a new bus 
maintenance/operation yard in the San Fernando 
Valley. The minor construction impacts of the three 
new Rapid Bus alternatives were analyzed in Section 8-
5 of the Revised FEIR. 

Comment 31-47 
Please see Responses 3 1-1 7 and 31-18. 

Page 9-288 



s..r.......,vaae,,, ... ~we11t,...OtnWMrr.J«t ,,...u 
,,... ... ~-,_c..,....oraQ•..,....._ ... 

APPF.Nl>JXU 
PIIOBU:MS WITB MTA PltOCIDVlllE FOil 

SELECTION OF NEW RAPID IIOS LINES 

i....,.1111t-MTA.,i."'k'l'id8-"- oloplldby!lleMTA8-loolll<- I 31 .,. N kal.,pl(ld 1M SFV Blt.T ~ i1 ia .mClt,k lNl MTA doCI 110t papNC1 OM "'1illuall Ed- -48 w ... v.n.,--..r..~a.. __ .,_f.al.w .. -,;,,,.,_.,..,.. __ w"' 
t......_aclfD"lll1C.~--~.a.,~wd1CM11"tw100:• -··---... '-'""""''_"....._ .... _ ... _ ..,.. bf GIii ltlpd 8w. R,pid Bal OI RNC'Of 1111D 1111Ctudilid .. the~ MTA ll.,. 
BNpNl....,.~b.a--~t,ylbc .... M'Cllll~Utllc,v:qilu•~ of•-•R,p,18"' ... _R ___ ,,._o(_,-,1,w 
_,) 

"'~,-10v.i1eyE.at.&-Wcc..,.~OJMlllln~b"R,ipd&a? 

°"""10tho-•f,.MTA..n-•--.11.,w-,,._• .. pp 1-lor I 31-49 .,,,_Rtpde.....,....-.·--,--·-~-~ 
~ ~u.r.HoM'\f.PfO('CU___,.ar~ ....,..: 

-n,, UlTP (TAil, l,oq: ,._ T_..,. ,._) """° Ropd-"",... 
n-illllllcd Ill MTA t•-"' OW1t 10.000 .....W.,, bowdiop Nied o. tht im - • 
Mta......idofndonllip_b<..,....S•j,_,ify ... _,bod,MmoM .... 
..t1oct1~oa•ajWlll~. nm~ ... _..,lli,.ot'41tlaceonidlor,ad 
W11 ~~a N dme. ffownn, ffllOt ttx. ae,re ...... dai~ onfbe 
... ofboolold?A .. ~O,C,-,10-•"M,..-1mo....-•poo,11>1< """"""""--... 111e..- .. --...... -_ .. __ Rtpd_ ... ~__,-tilbet1, 

--,. ,.._ ......., ..... o(l,000 _, '""·---· -_ ... _ ... _11""4_..._~ .... ------MTAI- llo"""",-tiof.....,,..,.MTA,-.. ood ~11111'.._.. ......... ------.
~ I"'-of-io-10 - °'" !lie offm ofdle omlll ,..._ Imp. n,,-...---fl<od•-..,_.. 
""MIRinwffl ~for,._ U 'JllllCIC Qllllbli~at ,oo M:Clbi,y ~ ~ 
pttmlle of~ wilh alW\l~f0!.11,e ~ al IOffUla in ordiN toenM'C dwl llhe 
IW(;fll,&f)' ~ipi...tJ•~-si~tnwt ti• lffl"" ~ -
A JC«IOdal')- CONfdaw.ion. fof pollUbie iw:haiion. --~ IIO NlWI 1lil'tltl bolfdii.9" 
to1111t mile ol 400 1G ~ • nolCd ill Exlti.blt t. nmy-d c.#ldidalc Imel wna Mieclcd 
r«n1fuMicaiatMend,~ 

,. ~~1'~1'MM1A8ow4~111,f--,:l,l<IOl,~)I . 

©Metro 

San Fernando Valley 

East-West Transit Corridor 
REVISED FEIR 

Comment 31-48 
See Response 31-49. 

Comment 31-49 

Responses to Comments 

Mr. Rubin refers to a particular list of lines and whether 
or not they met the I 0,000 daily boarding threshold, or 
500 riders per line mile and IO-mile minimum route 
length criteria. The list included Lines 94, 150, 156 and 
Line 56 I. 

In response, all four lines met the I 0,000 daily boarding 
threshold as well as the 500 boardings per route mile 
and IO mile route length criteria and, thus, all four lines 
were included in the Metro Rapid Program. One caveat 
is that only a portion of Line 156 was included because 
it duplicated, to some extent, Metro Rapid Lines 761, 
704, and 754. 

Mr. Rubin also refers to four lines that he feels should 
have passed the l 0,000 boardings per day threshold -
Vanowen, Victory, Topanga Canyon, and Van Nuys. 

In response, only Van Nuys (which was included as a 
Metro Rapid corridor) met the I 0,000 or more 
boardings per day threshold. Topanga Canyon had 
approximately 2,000 daily boardings. Victory and 
Vanowen, although considered one line, are in fact two 
separate corridors. Both lines are operated by one set 
ofbuses and ride-checked as one line. As individual 
lines, however, neither met the boarding threshold. 
Moreover, they did not meet the boardings per mile 
threshold of 500 after each was evaluated with respect 
to employment density, population density, and transit 
dependency. In fact, neither Victory, Vanowen, nor 
Topanga Canyon had boardings per mile greater than 
400. Therefore, none of the above lines were not 
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included in the Potential candidate line list, Exhibit I of 
the February 2002 Metro Rapid bus Board Report. 
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Comment 31-50 
For equal comparison purposes, data that was available 
during the original study was used. 

Comment 31-51 
The comment is acknowledged for the record. 
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9-4 ERRATA 

The errata section identifies revisions to the text of the Final EIR and the Revised FEIR. 
Revisions have been prepared based on written letters of comment provided by responsible and 
reviewing agencies, and/or the community that were submitted to MT A during circulation of the 
Revised FEIR. The errata notes the page location of the Final EIR or the Revised FEIR where 
each revision occurs and cross-references the comment submitted by that agency and/or 
commenter that is addressed in the text of the Final EIR or the Revised FEIR. 

Page S-41 of the Final EIR incorrectly stated that air quality impacts during construction of the 
BRT alignment would not be significant. The analysis in the main body of the Final EIR 
correctly concluded that there would be a significant adverse air quality impact during 
construction (see Section 5.8 on page 5-32 of the Final EIR). Therefore, the "Minor Adverse 
(Not Significant)" wording in the Residual Impact: NEPA (CEQA) column is being corrected to 
say "Significant Impact After Mitigation for PM10." The Revised FEIR noted this error and 
correctly stated that there would be a significant adverse air quality impact during construction; 
therefore, no correction is required in the Revised FEIR regarding this issue. 

Table 8-6.6 (Year 2020 Transit Travel Times on Valley Arterials (in minutes)) in the Revised 
FEIR is being revised to correct manual computation errors that were discovered in responding 
to Comment 20-77. This correction has no affect the model's forecast of ridership for the RB 
alternatives. The corrected table is provided on the following page. 

The following revisions are being made to the third paragraph on Page 8-6-11 in the Revised 
FEIR: 

For Victory Boulevard/Lankershim Boulevard, the Rapid Bus alternatives are 
modeled as aft--1+ a 20 percent speed improvement over the TSM Alternative, 
compared to the potential speed improvement of B 1 to ~ 33 percent for travel 
times on the BRT Alternative. Travel times on Sherman Way are improved by-1-0 
about 18 percent for the RB-5 and RB-3 alternatives. Travel times on Roscoe, 
Reseda and Topanga Canyon are only improved under the RB-Network 
Alternative. 

The next to the last paragraph on Page 8-6-17 of the Revised FEIR is being revised as follows: 

The three Rapid Bus alternatives and the BRT Alternative would eaeh result in 
one long-term significant environmental impact that cannot be mitigated, and the 
BRT Alternative would result in two temporary and localized significant 
environmental impacts that cannot be mitigated. The three Rapid Bus alternatives 
would have a long-term aR unmitigated significant land use impact because they 
are not consistent with certain land use goals and policies (see Section 8-4.1 of 
this document) while the BRT Alternative would have a temporary and localized 
temporary significant construction noise and air quality impact~ (see Sections 5-8 
and 5-9 of the Final EIR). Thus, although both the BR T Alternative and the three 
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~ East-West Transit Corridor 

Metro Rev1sEo FEIR 

Page 9-297 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Comments and Coordination 

Rapid Bus alternatives are relatively similar in that they result in only one or two 
unmitigated significant impact~; the construction significant noise and air quality 
impact~ associated with the BRT Alternative would end at construction 
completion while the significant land use impact associated with the three Rapid 
Bus alternatives would be ongoing through the life of the land use plans. 

1F.l•-r~;t!!f.tflt . ,,,~, 
.. , • .,.. r•--,r.;l'rl• , ... • •-l•r.lff: •-'·•··"'-mi R~~ 

. 
Corridor Limits TSM BRT 

Network 
Travel Time (in minutes 1 

BRT Right-of-Way Warner Center - -- 28.8 - 40.0 
North Hollywood 

Victory Blvd/Lankershim Warner Center - 43.0 --
Blvd North Hollywood 4+4 
BRT Riqht-of-Wav De Soto-Laurel Cvn -- 23.9 - 33.6 
Victory Blvd De Soto-Laurel Cyn 32.6 -

~ 

Sherman Way De Soto-Laurel Cyn 33.4 
~ 

--
Roscoe De Soto-Laurel Cyn 33.9 

a8-,-9 --
Reseda Devonshire-Ventura 23.5 

Blvd --
Topanga Cyn Chatsworth Metro- 17.9 

link Stn - Vanowen ~ 
--

Average Speed (in miles per hour) 
BRT Right-of-Way Warner Center - -- 19.6-27.2 

North Hollywood 
Victory Blvd/Lankershim Warner Center - 17.3 --
Blvd North Hollvwood ~ 

BRT Right-of-Way De Soto-Laurel Cyn -- 21.0- 29.6 
Victory Blvd De Soto-Laurel Cyn 20.3 --

~ 

Sherman Way De Soto-Laurel Cyn 19.9 
~ 

--
Roscoe De Soto-Laurel Cyn 19.9 

4-7--0 --
Reseda Devonshire-Ventura 15.4 

Blvd --
Topanga Cyn Chatsworth Metro- 17.1 

link Stn - Vanowen +S,-9 --
Percent Improvement over TSM Travel 
Times 
BRT Right-of-Way Warner Center - NA 7-33%" 

North Hollywood 399/4 
Victory Blvd/Lankershim Warner Center - NA --
Blvd North Hollywood 
BRT Right-of-Way De Soto-Laurel Cyn NA 0 - 27%L 

11 :3e% 
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-- -- --

34.4 - 38.7 34.4 - 38.7 34.4 - 38.7 
41.7 4a.e 41.7 4a.e 41.+ 4a.e 

-- -- --
27.1-29.8 27.1 - 29.8 27.1 - 29.8 
31 .7 :34 .4 31 .7 :34. 4 31.7 34.4 

-- 27.5 - 30.4 27.5 - 30.4 
:32.a 3a.s 32.§ 3§.8 

27.9- 30.9 -- --
:33.Q :3e.7 
18.7 - 21.1 -- --
~ 

14.4 - 16.1 -- --
~➔ .4 ~~-Q 

-- -- --

19.2 -21.6 19.2- 21 .6 19.2 - 21.6 
Hi.3 17.8 Hi.J 17.8 1e.J H.8 

-- -- --
22.1 - 24.4 22.1 - 24.4 22.1 - 24.4 
rn.2 2Q.9 rn.2 2Q.9 19.2 2Q.9 

-- 21 .9-24.3 21.9 -24.3 
rn.e 2Q.:3 rn.e 2Q.J 

21 .8-24.1 
18.3 2Q.Q 

-- --

17.6 - 19.9 -- --
17.8 19.4 
19.0-21.3 -- --
18.9 :w.2 

-- -- --

10-20% 10-20% 10- 20% 
J 11% J 11% J 11% 

-- -- --
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Victory Blvd De Soto-Laurel Cyn NA -- 9-17% 9 - 17% 9-17% 
~ 4-e¾ 49% 

Sherman Way De Soto-Laurel Cyn NA - -- 9-18% 9-18% 
4-Q.% --1-W/4 

Roscoe De Soto-Laurel Cyn NA 9-18% --
€i Hi% -- --

Reseda Devonshire-Ventura NA 1Q- 20% 
Blvd 

--
+1- -- --

Topanga Cyn Chatsworth Metro- NA 10 - 19% 
link Stn - Vanowen --

G-------7-% -- --
Arterial travel times easee for rapid bus based on range in transit signal priority ffem generally representing 10% to 20% improvement over 
staMam modeled local bus speeds ta ::ig% iR'lf:lFavemeAI. aransportation demand model uses the approximate 20% speed improvement.) 
2Percent improvement over TSM on Victory Boulevard. 
Source: MTA transportation model, Meyer Mohaddes Associates. Inc .• Manuel Padron & Associates, 2001 , 2004. 
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