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From: Zahira  Yacoub <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/10/2023, 7:27 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium) due to lack of transparency! 
 
Metro went forward with this project without an open public process and without competitive bidding. I 
don’t understand the ownership or operation of the project because the details have been hidden from 
the community. Who is paying for this project? Will taxpayers be left holding the bag? 
Lack of community consultation: The community has been neglected and our voices have not been 
heard. No one asked us our vision for our community. NO ONE! 
We never asked for this project. We don’t need or want this project. We don’t need more 
GENTRIFICATION and displacement in this area! #stopthegondola 
 
Zahira Yacoub 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90042 
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From: Andy Wong <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/10/2023, 6:12 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). As a frequent user of the LA State Historic Park (the "Park"), current resident and 
home owner in Echo Park, I will be impacted by this prospective project. I am also a Dodger fan and am a 
season ticket holder and would not use the Gondola to go to Dodger Stadium. I don't drive to Dodger 
Stadium; I mostly walk to the Stadium and if I don't, I either take the existing Union Station shuttle or 
ride my bike. I personally do not want or need the Gondola. The stated benefits and upside of the 
Gondola are heavily outweighed by the costs and downsides. I am deeply concerned about this project 
for various other reasons: 
 
This project will lead to future commercial development in Chavez Ravine, without community input and 
without disclosure to the community. Chavez Ravine already has a negative history related to 
displacement caused by the construction of Dodger Stadium and the Gondola potentially will repeat the 
same mistakes. This includes displacement and increase rent in the area. I am Chinese American, 
immigrated from Hong Kong many years ago and first lived in Chinatown near where the Gondola is 
planned. The community in Chinatown will be negatively impacted by the Gondola and this community 
must be heard and considered. The community has been neglected and our voices have not been heard. 
No one asked us our vision for our community. 
 
The Gondola Project’s enormous towers will cause aesthetic impacts in my community. Even though it is 
only on the south side of the Park, the Gondola will still negatively affect the views from the Park and 
generally affect the experience of visitors to the Park. This project will increase the impacts of air 
pollution from vehicle emissions in an area already overburdened by air emissions and in an area that 
has an established and very popular and treasured park that serves as a respite for community members 
to seek peace, nature and cleaner air and natural environments. The Gondola would negatively impact 
this and is not worth any perceived benefit of this form of transportation. 
 
Metro went forward with this project without an open public process and without competitive bidding. I 
don’t understand the ownership or operation of the project because the details have been hidden from 
the community. Who is paying for this project? Will taxpayers be left holding the bag? I do know that 
Frank McCourt has proven from his ownership of the Dodgers that his ethics, business practices and 
motivations are questionable. I just don't think he should be unjustly enriched by allowing the Gondola 
to move forward. I just don't trust that he is motivated by addressing transportation and congestion 
issues and this project is almost all motivated by his commercial interests. The public should not pay for 
this either in direct funding (tax dollars) or the other costs my comments and others have identified. 
 
I oppose this project and we do not need it. 
 
Andy Wong 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90026 
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From: Andrew Beck
Sent: 1/11/2023 6:25:48 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: I support zero-emissions transportation in Los Angeles

Dear Mr. Cory Zelmer,

I support the proposed zero-emission Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit
Project (LA ART), connecting Union Station to Dodger Stadium.

The gondola would benefit visitors to Dodger Stadium and the community by
taking cars off the road, increasing access to public transit, and reducing
greenhouse gas pollution. Projects like these are important in addressing
climate change and improving the quality of life for Angelenos.

Sincerely,
Andrew Beck
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From: Adrian Herrera
Sent: 1/11/2023 6:11:56 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: I support zero-emissions transportation in Los Angeles

Dear Mr. Cory Zelmer,

I support the proposed zero-emission Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit
Project (LA ART), connecting Union Station to Dodger Stadium.

The gondola would benefit visitors to Dodger Stadium and the community by
taking cars off the road, increasing access to public transit, and reducing
greenhouse gas pollution. Projects like these are important in addressing
climate change and improving the quality of life for Angelenos.

Sincerely,
Adrian Herrera Jr.

Comment Letter - P462

P462-1



From: Jacqueline Lam <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/10/2023, 10:51 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
I feel like it’s disgusting for Metro to move forward with this development without including the people 
in the community, especially those who will directly be effected by the building of this development. It 
will also increase the impacts of air pollution and overburden the community it resides in. This is unfair 
to our taxpayers, it is unfair to our people. 
 
Jacqueline Lam 

 
 

ALHAMBRA, California 91803 
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From: Jacqueline Lam <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/10/2023, 10:45 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
This development does not directly serve the community. It will directly harm it. We do not need a large 
gondola, we need more laundromats and hospitals in Chinatown. We need community serving 
developments. Not a gondola that literally only takes you to the dodger stadium. 
 
Jacqueline Lam 

 
 

ALHAMBRA, California 91803 
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From: Hillary  Barker <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/10/2023, 10:08 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my strong opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The 
Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). I find it appalling that the LA Metro is making deals with billionaires to 
fund this vanity project, while the voices of working class people who rely on public transit are being 
ignored. This is not what the people need or want. This is a shameful use of public resources. 
 
Hillary Barker 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90020 
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From: Robert Brunson
Sent: 1/13/2023 9:03:25 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: I support zero-emissions transportation in Los Angeles

Dear Mr. Cory Zelmer,

I support the proposed zero-emission Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project (LA ART), connecting
Union Station to Dodger Stadium.

The gondola would benefit visitors to Dodger Stadium and the community by taking cars off the road,
increasing access to public transit, and reducing greenhouse gas pollution. Projects like these are
important in addressing climate change and improving the quality of life for Angelenos.

Sincerely,
Robert Brunson

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent: 1/12/2023 5:56:56 PM
To: <LAART@metro.net>
Subject: zero emissions transit option to Dodgers Stadium from Union station

To whom it may concern,

I support the innovative and beneficial zero emission Gondola project, and I
appreciate the goal of 35%, it's unprecedented for local, small, diverse,
and DVBE businesses. We need economic recovery and this project can help.

I know this project will be very beneficial to the community, as I grew up
outside of the stadium and commuted into downtown for work and to meet
friends.

Kathie Tetreault, PLS

Saddleback Surveys, Inc.

9 Corporate Park, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92606

Office: 949-215-8630 | Fax: 949-215-8631 | Cell:949-412-9106

Land Surveying - Mapping - Geospatial

<http://www.saddlebacksurveys.com/> www.saddlebacksurveys.com

<mailto:Ktetreault@saddlebacksurveys.com> Ktetreault@saddlebacksurveys.com

Comment Letter - P469

P469-1



From: Vicki Rank
Sent: 1/13/2023 12:29:22 AM
To: mayor.helpdesk@lacity.org
Subject: STOP the Gondola

Dear Mayor Karen Bass,

Please DO NOT allow Frank Mc Court to do anymore damage to this city,
our California State Historic Park, Chinatown, and the residents/taxpayers
of The City Los Angeles. Can we really trust him after what happened to the
Los Angeles Dodgers under his ownership? Does he have our city’s best
interest in mind ? Or is this just another way for him to enrich himself to make
money off the land, the parking lot he still owns at the top of Dodger Stadium.

This could be an even bigger land grab, than what was once a quiet, under-
served, unnoticed neighborhood in Elysian Park, CHAVEZ RAVINE!

Where are the cars going to park to take the Gondola ride? What our city needs
Is to have a firmer grip on installing a well organized Park and Ride system, as
there is at the Hollywood Bowl, Greek Theatre, and LA County Arboretum for
it’s 2plus Lightscape event and more.

Metro and LA City leaders need to get creative using the land, on the ground,
not up in the air! With the money that is proposed for this FLAWED LAND
GRAB, to benefit a man(?) that ran the Dodgers into the ground for his own
personal enrichment. Think multiple beach houses, city houses, luxury
vacations, jewels, cars. Dining Etc.

This is the worst, horrible, most unbelievable idea, that more than reduces
the pain and UNFAIRNESS of what was taken away from the residents of
Chavez Ravine!.

This deal wreaks of self enrichment, over the well-being for all the people living
in the neighborhood, and all those who visit and use the parks and land, in the
surrounding areas! ALL of L.A City is completely affected by this plan. Only
someone like Frank Mc Court, the Stadium parking lot landowner, could think
of something as deceitful as this “giveaway” that is being proposed!!!

Oh sure he’s thinking of us, climate change and traffic$$$$$

Vicki & Steve Rank
Mount Washington 90065
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From: "Veronica L."
Sent: 1/12/2023 9:49:29 PM
To: "Lieb, Jacob" <LiebJ@metro.net>
Subject: Re: Inquiry re Meeting Transcripts

Good afternoon:

It's my understanding that the ELDP requires transcripts of each meeting to
be produced and made available to the public in the running administrative
record. So far, I don't see any on the website or in the dropbox files.
Please advise where I can locate them. If not available online, please
advise when they will be produced for public access.

Thank you.

On Thu, Jan 5, 2023 at 9:51 AM Lieb, Jacob <LiebJ@metro.net> wrote:

> Hi Veronica,
>
>
>
> Thanks for your patience. I needed to get in touch with the project staff
> to know what the set up is for the hearing and other input opportunities.
>
>
>
> The last opportunity to attend a virtual meeting was on December 13,
> 2022. The next and final public hearing will be held in person on
> Thursday, January 12, 2023, from 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm, at the Cathedral High
> School Gymnasium in Chinatown. However, with that said, the other ways
> in which you can submit a comment on the Draft EIR is as follows:
>
> *By email* – LAART@metro.net
>
> *By mail* – Cory Zelmer, Deputy Executive Officer
>
> Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority
>
> One Gateway Plaza, Mail Stop 99-22-6
>
> Los Angeles, CA 90012
>
> *By Phone* – (213) 922-6913
>
> All comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January
> 17, 2023.
>
> Thank you and please let us know if you have further questions,
>
> Jacob Lieb
>
>
>
> *From:* Veronica L.
> *Sent:* Tuesday, January 03, 2023 4:28 PM
> *To:* LAART <LAART@metro.net>; Zelmer, Cory <ZelmerC@metro.net>; Lieb,
> Jacob <LiebJ@metro.net>
> *Subject:* Re: Inquiry re public participation for 1/12/23 hearing
>
>
>
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>
>
> Good afternoon, Mr. Lieb:
>
>
>
> I received an auto-reply from Mr. Zelmer's e-mail to contact you in his
> absence.
>
>
>
> Aside from appearing in person, will options be provided for remote
> appearance via video or teleconference? If so, please provide those. I
> also respectfully request you include such information on the website for
> those of us that may not have received notice with this information.
>
>
>
> Thank you.
>
>
>
>
>
> from:
>
> *Veronica L.*
>
> to:
>
> LAART@metro.net,
> zelmerc@metro.net
>
> date:
>
> Jan 3, 2023, 3:29 PM
>
> subject:
>
> Inquiry re public participation for 1/12/23 hearing
>
>
>
> Good afternoon, Mr. Zelmer:
>
>
>
> Aside from appearing in person, will options be provided for remote
> appearance via video or teleconference? If so, please provide those. I
> also respectfully request you include such information on the website for
> those of us that may not have received notice with this information.
>
>
>
> Thank you.
>
>
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From: Judy Kameon  
Sent: 01/12/2023, 4:21 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). There are many areas of concern: 
1) Who is funding this project? 
2) What are the real costs? 
3) Is this an equitable solution for the level of investment required? 
4) How will this be used for non-game days? 
5) Will there be further development of Dodger Stadium for non-Stadium events, retail, housing? 
6) How will this affect the State Historic Park, Union Station and the surrounding community? 
 
It is difficult to understand the expense of the proposed gondola and all of the impacts based on the 
little bit of information provided. Further discussion and study should be given to such a monumental 
proposal. 
 
Thank you, 
Judy Kameon 
Solano Canyon resident 
 
Judy Kameon 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90012 
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From: kya-marina le
Sent: 1/13/2023 12:05:54 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit
Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). As someone who works in the
community, I, Kya-Marina Lê, will be impacted by this project. I am
concerned about this project for the following reasons:

The Gondola Project’s enormous towers will cause aesthetic impacts in my
community. I am concerned that the towers will obstruct views, and that the
gondola cars will be used for advertising and electronic billboards which
will bring light pollution to the surrounding neighborhoods.

The Gondola Project will impact historic and cultural resources such as the
Los Angeles State Historic Park, historic Union Station, and the Pueblo de
Los Angeles Historic Monument.

This project will lead to future commercial development in Chavez Ravine,
without community input and without disclosure to the community given that
this project has set an example of bypassing community input.

This project will lead to displacement and increase the cost of rent in the
area.

We never asked for this project. We don’t need or want this project.

Sincerely,

Kya-Marina Le
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From: Crystal Cantoran <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 3:31 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). I believe this project will displaces families and other community members. Instead 
money should be allocated to the community to invest in education and other employment 
opportunities. 
 
Crystal Cantoran 

 
 

Downey , California 90241 
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From: Kanaka Luna  
Sent: 01/12/2023, 3:20 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
Kanaka Luna 

 
 

Los Angeles , California 90012 
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From: John Clement <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 3:05 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I'm against the Gondola Project because the city has failed to be transparent with the funding for the 
project . And if tax dollars are going to be used those same tax dollars will have a greater and longer 
lasting impact on the homeless & mental health crisis tearing this city apart. 
 
John Clement 

 
 

San Pedro CA , California 90731 
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From: Erica Carlos <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 2:57 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
Erica Carlos 

 
 

Downey , California 90241 
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From: Louie Mora <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 2:55 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
Louie Mora 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90065 
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From: Roxanna Rendon <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 2:32 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). As a resident of Los Angeles County I am concerned for the local residents, this project 
will affect, the traffic that will increase in the Chinatown area, they will be displaced and impacted by 
the increase of traffic. Where is the concern for the local residents who live there. This money should be 
used more effectively towards local residents or los angeles county public transportation that could 
always use improving. A gondola is waste of money and space, it will take of the LA historic park and put 
unsightly poles for this gondola. None of this project reflects how the residents will be impacted and 
only focuses on tourists or fans who don’t live in the area. A very disappointing project. 
 
Roxanna Rendon 
 
Roxanna Rendon 

 
 

Long Beach, California 90802 
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From: Vanessa Abrego <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 2:31 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
Vanessa Abrego 

 
 

Los Angeles , California 90065 
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From: Nantzi Ochoa
Sent: 1/12/2023 10:23:19 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR

Good afternoon,

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit
Project (The Gondola at Dodger Stadium). As a resident of neighborhood
community I am concerned about this project. I foresee the environmental
impacts being detrimental to the community and it's surrounding ecosystems.
The people in the community have already had historical trauma for the
initial choice of profit over people when their homes were destroyed in
order to build dodger stadium and does not make sense to continue this
unjust path. I foresee opening the door to further commercial
development without community involvement and consent. There is a lack of
transparency for this project from the very beginning stages and wonder
whose interest is really at heart. I urge you to stop the construction of
the Gondola.

A concerned citizen of Los Angeles
Nanci Ochoa
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From: Jessica  Sanchez <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 2:19 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to oppose the gondola project I believe that the city has not been fully transparent with us 
about the funding . This is just another way to spread the already heavy gentrification going around the 
city and the displacement of people in small businesses and 
families living around the area . This in no way will benefit any one else other than dodger stadium and 
the people fighting for it . 
 
Jessica Sanchez 

 
 

los angeles , California 90044 
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From: Camille Suarez <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 12:23 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am a resident of Chinatown, public transit rider, and a frequent visitor of the LA Historic State Park. I 
writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger 
Stadium). THIS IS A BAD IDEA! This project will not reduce traffic and it is ridiculous to invest billions of 
dollars in a project that does not serve the community. I am an avid Dodger fan and I use the Dodger 
Express to get to the stadium. The Dodger Express is a great way to get to the stadium meaning we 
DON'T NEED A GONDOLA. 
My community fought for years for LA State Historic park and this project will harm historic and cultural 
resources such as the Los Angeles State Historic Park, historic Union Station, and the Pueblo de Los 
Angeles Historic Monument. There is limited green space in the community and LA Metro should not 
invest in the destruction of our green spaces. 
Do not encourage future commercial development in Chavez Ravine, without community input and 
without disclosure to the community. 
 
DO NOT BUILD THE GONDOLA 
 
Best, 
Camille Suarez, Ph.D. 
 
Camille Suarez 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90012 
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From: Ester Gonzalez <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 10:45 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). This will impact my neighborhood of Lincoln Heights negatively. Stop McCourt from 
harming our neighborhood further. 
 
Ester Gonzalez 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90031 
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From: Michelle Montenegro <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 10:30 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
Michelle Montenegro 

 
 

Arleta, California 91331 
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From: Caylin G <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/12/2023, 3:47 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). As a born and raised “Angeleno” I have seen the city change in many ways. Some ways 
positive, most negative. The LA ART Project is definitely amongst the negative possible changes of the 
city. It will impact our residents of Chinatown, women, children, elderly, small businesses who are 
already struggling for affordable housing and rents. In many ways LA ART is inefficient by not having 
environmental impacts in mind, parking in mind, or providing relief and affordable housing to our fellow 
Angelenos. I urge you to please reconsider this project and come up with something that works for the 
community and the goal of transportation. 
 
Caylin G 

 
 

Los Angeles , California 90006 
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From: Gabriela Rosales
Sent: 1/12/2023 5:29:47 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: I support zero-emissions transportation in Los Angeles

Dear Mr. Cory Zelmer,

Hello! I support the proposed zero-emission Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project (LA ART),
connecting Union Station to Dodger Stadium. The gondola would benefit visitors to Dodger Stadium
and the community by taking cars off the road, increasing access to public transit, and reducing
greenhouse gas pollution. Projects like these are important in addressing climate change and
improving the quality of life for Angelenos. Nobody likes sitting in the traffic that’s on Sunset Blvd
during dodger games!

Sincerely,

Gabriela Rosales
(Silverlake resident)

Comment Letter - P487

P487-1



From: Ricky de Laveaga
Sent: 1/12/2023 9:53:08 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: How to submit written comments on the Aerial Rapid Transit Technology LLC proposal

How does one submit written comments on the Aerial Rapid Transit Technology LLC proposal?
There is zero information on submitting written comment on https://www.metro.net/projects/aerial-
rapid-transit/#tell-us-what-you-think

Ricky de Laveaga
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From:
Sent: 1/12/2023 4:42:01 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: Dodger Stadium gondola project

Good morning! I am writing today to vote NO for the proposed gondola project through Elysian Park to
Dodger Stadium. I feel it would be harmful to the balance of the park. Birds, wildlife, bees, fauna- a
project like this would be terribly disruptive, especially since there are already transportation options
available that could be expanded without such harmful impact. I think residents of the neighborhood
do not need thousands of people traveling over their backyards and peering in through their windows.
The proposal says that it can carry 5000 people an hour to the stadium… for a venue that has a
capacity of over 54,000- the math doesn’t really add up in my opinion. I also feel it would pose a
security risk. I am a Dodger season ticket holder, and a lifelong Angeleno- so I feel I really have an
insight into this issue. I would prefer to see perhaps the Dodger Express program expanded and
switch to hydrogen or electric busses. That would be less disruptive to the community and the
beautiful natural landscape that is Chavez Ravine & Elysian Park. So once again, a very emphatic NO
vote on this project!
Thanks for your time,
Ana Silva
Los Angeles 90026

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Kelle Leonard
Sent: 1/12/2023 2:01:02 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Aerial Rapid Transit Project - Draft EIR Comments

To Whom It May Concern:

I think that the Aerial Rapid Transit (ART) project should not be allowed to move forward in any form
for multiple reasons.

It is not meant to provide any useful public transportation to the local communities. It connects Union
Station to only two points in LA, LA State Historic Park and Dodger Stadium. And the park is a rather
flat and easy 15 minute/half mile walk from Union Station already.

It also can’t even handle an effective capacity of people for events at Dodger Stadium. The ART’s
proposed maximum capacity of 5,000 people per hour is unlikely to make a noticeable change in area
congestion during events, as Dodger Stadium holds 56,000 people.

It would take ART more than 11 hours running at its most efficient to fill the stadium. People are not
likely to arrive to events more than 2 or 3 hours in advance, allowing for at most 10-15,000 people to
make use of it for events. This leaves 41-46,000 people to arrive as they have been, continuing to
congest the surrounding area.

There would inevitably also be mass crowding at stations when late comers arrive as event start times
approach. And even more so when the events end and those 10-15,000 people want to leave Dodger
Stadium at once. Are people supposed to accept 2-3 hour waits to return to Union Station?

Besides there being no real community or logistical benefits to this project, it will also alter and
demolish the landscape and structures in many historic and underrepresented areas, while
interrupting countless views of the city. The only people who will benefit from this project are the
private company, AART, who has proposed it, the contractors they would hire, and the owners of
Dodger Stadium.

Metro needs to stop considering this unsolicited private developer cash grab disguised in the form of
“transit.” Our city’s resources need to support real projects that benefit real Angelenos.

Thank you for your time,
Kelle Leonard
A Concerned Native Angeleno & Resident
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From: Petrona Garcia <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 12/30/2022, 10:48 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am a Los Angeles born and raised community member! I have a deep love for chinatown because that 
is where I would often go shopping with my family! Here I hold the most cherished moments of my 
childhood. As such, I know how impacted the chinatown community will be by this project. I writing to 
voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). 
With growing pollution and environmental justice concerns this will only have disastrous affects on the 
local community. It will create hostile living situation and make the surrounding environment 
unpleasant for community members. Additionally this project has received zero feedback from the 
people! It is irresponsible to continue with this project solely based on the monetary gains! Listen to the 
community!!!!! 
 
Petrona Garcia 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90015 
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From: Armando Ruiz <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 12/30/2022, 7:26 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
Good evening, my name is Armando Ruiz. 
 
I live and work in Lincoln Heights. I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid 
Transit Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). This proposed project is beyond disrespectful and 
needs to be halted asap. My neighborhood is currently being sold out by greedy developers and council 
members who don’t care about the most vulnerable. This project will exacerbate the homeless problem 
in my community by pushing me and my community out of our homes. It’s is already difficult il enough 
for us to make ends meet working full time and going to school. It’s saddening to see those who are 
supposed to be there to help us only make things worse for the most vulnerable. Metro should be 
focused on creating free public transportation for all Los Angeles. This would help fight climate change 
and set the bat for the rest of the world. Please prioritize the most vulnerable, not the wealthy. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Armando Ruiz 

 
 

Los Angeles l, California 90031 
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From: Laura Hayes <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 12/30/2022, 5:54 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
Laura Hayes 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90042 
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From: Donna Harati <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 12/30/2022, 5:44 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). This project does not benefit the community: it will displace low income residents and 
small businesses and will bring in luxury apartments that do not address the housing crisis. I work in the 
area and the project will only add to traffic and congestion problems. There is little transparency with 
the project. I strongly oppose it. 
 
Donna Harati 

 
 

Los Angeles , California 90026 
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From: Jennifer Rodriguez <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 12/30/2022, 4:55 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
I am a resident of Cypress Park and a cyclist/alternative modes of transportation advocate. Cypress Park 
is one metro stop away from Chinatown. The Gondola Project’s will increase traffic around Chinatown 
and Union Station. This project is designed to displace traffic from Dodger Stadium and push it onto the 
surrounding communities. The existing traffic conditions are already difficult due to a lack of bike lanes, 
limited parking, and overall congestion and this project will make it worse. 
 
We never asked for this project. We don’t need or want this project. Please listen to the community, the 
impacted residents, and think about who this project will benefit. If it doesn’t benefit the current 
community and their way of life, don’t impose another unwanted project on them. This community is 
lacking a grocery store, a gondola project will increase the impacts of air pollution from vehicle 
emissions in an area already overburdened by air emissions. 
 
Jennifer Rodriguez 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90065 
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From: liliana cortez
Sent: 1/13/2023 12:38:25 AM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit
Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). As a resident of Council
District 1, dedicated cyclist, and frequent park patron at Elysian Park, I,
Liliana Cortez, will be impacted by this project. I am concerned about
this project for the following reasons:

(1) The Gondola Project's push of traffic into surrounding neighborhoods
will worsen air quality impacts from tailpipe emissions in an already
overburdened community. As a cyclist and daily commuter, I'm directly
exposed to exhaust fumes and being further exposed to them in an area with
already dense traffic, this also impacts my personal health.

(2) The Gondola Project will increase traffic around Chinatown and Union
Station. This project is designed to displace traffic from Dodger Stadium
and push it onto the surrounding communities. The existing traffic
conditions are already difficult because of lack of protected bike lanes
for cyclists to help with the flow of traffic, these are already densely
populated residential streets, and the high number of pedestrians in the
area. This project will make these conditions worse and further exacerbate
accidents involving distracted and impatient drivers against pedestrians
and cyclists. Inclusively, my friends and I use the residential streets
surrounding the area to reach Elysian Park so as to avoid high traffic
streets where drivers are already driving at excessive and dangerous speeds.

(3) The Gondola Project will impact historic and cultural resources such as
the Los Angeles State Historic Park, the Historic Union Station, and the
Public de Los Angeles Historic Monument. These are all places that I, as a
local resident, enjoy visiting on a regular basis due to their historic
nature and the efforts community leaders have put into preserving these
historic resources. Do not ignore our pleas to preserve these historic
monuments for the sake of a project that will further erode, destroy, and
whitewash our city's history.

(4) It goes without saying that this project will lead to increased
displacement of long-time residents, many of whom are monolingual elders,
and it will increase the rent cost of rent in the area.

(5) *Metro went forward with this project without an open public process
and without competitive bidding.* I don't understand the ownership or
operation of the project because these details have been hidden from the
community. Who is paying for this project? Who will pay for its
maintenance? Will taxpayers such as myself be left holding the bag? The
community has been neglected and our voices have not been heard. No-one
asked us our vision for our community and our district, and whether it
included a gondola in it.

*Most imporantly: WE NEVER ASKED FOR THIS PROJECT. WE DON'T NEED OR WANT
THIS GONDOLA.* Stop catering to a rich man who doesn't even go here. If
we, the residents of Los Angeles were able to deny a billionaire for mayor,
we will deny Frank McCourt.

Best,
Liliana Cortez
Council District 1 Constituent
--
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"If you have a dream, don't waste your energies explaining why. Dreams are
not negotiable." -- Paulo Coelho



From: James Martin
Sent: 1/13/2023 2:05:10 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: NO on the gondola

Just visited the public viewing of the EIR.

This thing is going to look horrible from the Historic Park.

The consulting firm hired makes it seem really hideous.

Awful. Please don’t. Busy, not that useful, doesn’t address the issue of
traffic, the report is inaccurate.

— James Martin
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From: Jana Rosenblatt
Sent: 1/13/2023 1:56:18 AM
To: "LAART@metro.net" <LAART@metro.net>
Subject: In support of Senate Bill 44!

Greetings,

I whole heartily support the innovative and beneficial zero emission Gondola project, and I appreciate
the goal of 35%, it's unprecedented for local, small, diverse, and DVBE businesses. We need
economic recovery, and this project can help.

Thank you for consideration,
Sincerely,
Jana Rosenblatt

[cid:image001.jpg@01D926AF.04364CA0]
Jana Rosenblatt
Business: 310-593-4111 | 818-765-1915
Cell:
WEBSITE: www.JanaDesignInteriors.com<http://www.janadesigninteriors.com/>
PODCAST: www.FromDisasterToDreamHome.com<http://www.fromdisastertodreamhome.com/>
Visit us and Follow us:
on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/janadesigninteriors
on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/jana_design_interiors
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Voicemail received January 4, 2023 posted to SB44 website.  

Susan Durbin, January 4, 1:25pm via telephone  

Morning my name is Susan Durbin, my phone number is area code . I’m trying to find if 

comments on the DEIR for the Gondola project to Dodger stadium are being posted online by Metro as 

they are received since I would like to read them. Please get back to me, thank you.  
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From: Keiko Utsumi <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 11:41 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). As a resident of Los Angeles, someone who frequents Chinatown to visit family and be 
with community, I, Keiko Utsumi, will be impacted negatively by this project. I am concerned about this 
project for the following reasons: 
Firstly, it’s a gentrification project that will increase rent in the area, leading to displacement of local 
residents. It’s an obvious ploy for further future development in the Chavez Ravine, though the 
community residents have not been involved in the decision making or input process, nor given proper 
or accurate disclosure. It is unacceptable that Metro moved this project forward WITHOUT an open 
public process or competitive bidding, making the whole thing confusing to community members who 
never asked for the gondola to be built. Not only will it cause substantial pollution, further harming the 
quality of life of the Chinatown community members, but it will also make traffic worse despite being 
marketed as a solution. The gondola will significantly increase traffic around Chinatown and Union 
Station, which is already bad due to consistent construction, road obstructions, and downtown 
busyness. It will also push traffic to surround neighborhoods, which will worsen the air quality and 
disrupt the lives of the community members who are already overburdened. This project is not ethical in 
any way, and it will directly harm community members. It must be put to an end. 

Keiko Utsumi 
 

 
LA, California 90065 
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From: Katherine Chi <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2022, 11:38 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). The gondola is an expensive project with a high environmental cost, that will do little 
to ease traffic, and only make living more expensive for people of the community. Please reconsider this 
project and divert funds elsewhere. 
 
Katherine Chi 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90004 
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From: Sean Mason <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 11:32 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 

We need mass public transportation in LA. Not this. Not shuttling a maximum of 12 people every 30 
minutes less than a mile. Not by dangling Boeing-747s 40-feet above the roofs of citizens throughout 
Chinatown. Not by erecting half-a-dozen 6 story tall steel obelisks in the heart of cultural centers 'cuz 
muh blue sport ball team'. Not this. This is state is the 4th largest economy in the world, and yet we 
NEED--nay we MUST, it is MANDATORY---to proceed with this Frank McCourt monstrosity? Yikes. Do us 
all a favor, resign, and go work flipping burgers. It'll build some character and you'll work closer with the 
community than you ever have with the cumulative decades of elected office from everyone involved 
with this project. 

Sean Mason 
 

 
North Hollywood, California 91602 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:56:08 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Sang Wong, All Chinatown Tenants Union leader and resident of
Quan Family Association

Comment Letter - P504

Speaker 1  Our next speaker is Mr. Wong.

Sang Wong  I’m a resident in Chinatown, I’ve lived here for many years.
We are strongly opposed to this gondola project 

Speaker 1  [inaudible] lived Chinatown for many, many years. We oppose the gondola project!
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From: Erik Otsea <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 8:55 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). Our community didn't ask for this project. 
The project will require the use of public rights of way, public airspace, and public lands for the 
placement of multiple towers with suspended cars intended to move a few thousand people in each 
direction between Union Station and Dodger Stadium for games and events. 

The plan for massive towers ranging from six stories (84 ft) to 13 stories (195 ft) in height - is frightening 
and ugly. 

Our neighborhoods will be forever changed. 

Operating at maximum capacity is equivalent to 42 shipping container-size gondolas flying over our 
neighborhoods. A recent poll shows 76% of Angelenos oppose McCourt’s gondola. There is already a 
free bus shuttle that takes fans to Dodger Stadium. 

OUR COMMUNITY DOES NOT WANT OR NEED THE GONDOLA. 

Building a project of this magnitude when the Dodgers only have 81 home games a year and limited 
events is a waste of taxpayer dollars. What else is McCourt not telling us? Maybe planning on making 
Dodger Stadium a 365 day theme park? Maybe setting the stage for the Riboli Family to build their 900-
apartment complex on our state park? 

Whatever it is - We say “No!” 

Erik Otsea 
 

 
Los angeles, California 90012 
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From:
Sent: 1/16/2023 7:02:13 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: Public comment: LA ART project deir

Hello! I’m writing in opposition to the dodgers stadium gondola project. As a resident and employee of
the area, I don’t want one of our few great parks (LA historic) obstructed by a private and largely single
use piece of infrastructure.

A proper bus rapid transit system on sunset seems to be the real answer for the residents of the area,
as that could serve the community and connect us to the greater metro transit, in addition to serving
the game day traffic.

I’d much prefer public funds go towards projects that serve the communities as a whole and don’t risk
becoming an expensive tourist attraction.

Thank you,

-Cameron McManus
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From: Andrew Ko
Sent: 1/16/2023 4:13:40 PM
To: "laart@metro.net" <laart@metro.net>
Subject: Gondola vs 710 completion

Dear Sir:

I live in San Marino. Metro shriveled in plans to complete the 710.

Completion of 710 from 10 to the 210 would do more for traffic congestion than building the gondola.
Now, more traffic comes through San Marino.

Metro is not a transportation expert, it is a political pawn.

Regards, Andrew Ko
San Marino, CA 91108
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From: Douglass Abramson
Sent: 1/16/2023 8:20:57 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Dodger Stadium Gondola

To Whom It May Concern,
I support the gondola. (Even though I’m not a Dodgers fan.)
Sincerely,
Douglass Abramson
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From: LA Parks Alliance
Sent: 1/16/2023 7:48:58 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: DEIR Comment Letters - McCourt Gondola

Attached, please find 8 Letters from businesses in Chinatown.
--
LA Parks Alliance is a *catalyst for community leaders, park advocates, and
environmentalists* who seek to protect Los Angeles Historic State Park from
private interest development efforts that would forever change the
welcoming nature, historical significance, and dramatic, open vistas of the
park.
laparksalliance.org
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Comment Letter - P512



Translation: 

Dear Metro, City Council, Mayor of Los Angeles and other elected leaders,

My name is [illegible], I have a business in Chinatown.

My small Chinatown business, our hard-working employees, and I are extremely
concerned about the plan to build a 1.2-mile gondola between the Union Station
and Dodger Stadium. This Los Angeles Air Rapid Transit LAART project will not
provide significant transportation benefits to the public, and certainly not to the
communities in which it is imposed. This ill-conceived gondola project only serves
Frank McCourt and his undisclosed development plans.

(1) The gondola station is too far from many businesses in Chinatown to generate
business. It is not helping our business that gondola riders take up all the nearby
parking spaces and then take the gondola over us.

(2) Businesses and communities in Chinatown will be affected by increased car
traffic. Many businesses in Chinatown do not have parking spaces or have to pay
for parking for customers. If affordable on-street parking reduces and the private
parking lot increases its rates, this will make it more difficult for residents to shop,
dine and access essential services in Chinatown. It will significantly affect the
disabled people and families who visit the elderly.

(3) Chinatown businesses are concerned that we will eventually need to subsidize
the gondola through additional property taxes. This project was pushed forward
without community input and transparency. With the promise that it would be 100%
privately funded, they do not provide any information about how the system will
generate enough revenue to maintain itself. We also don't know the total cost of the
project, including maintenance, operation management, security and insurance.
Similar projects in London and Portland were also promised to be privately funded.
but the cost overran eventually, and it ended up requiring public funding.

We are concerned that our Chinatown community is being sacrificed for a private
developer's tourism gondola project. This is our community, not Frank McCourt's
community. Let our elected officials remember that their decisions should consider
our communities first and foremost.

We are very frustrated that after 2 years of our community speaking out against it,
the city government continues to ignore our voices.

Yours truly,
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Translation: 

Dear Metro, City Council, Mayor of Los Angeles and other elected leaders,

My name is [illegible], I have a business in Chinatown.

My small Chinatown business, our hard-working employees, and I are extremely
concerned about the plan to build a 1.2-mile gondola between the Union Station
and Dodger Stadium. This Los Angeles Air Rapid Transit LAART project will not
provide significant transportation benefits to the public, and certainly not to the
communities in which it is imposed. This ill-conceived gondola project only serves
Frank McCourt and his undisclosed development plans.

(1) The gondola station is too far from many businesses in Chinatown to generate
business. It is not helping our business that gondola riders take up all the nearby
parking spaces and then take the gondola over us.

(2) Businesses and communities in Chinatown will be affected by increased car
traffic. Many businesses in Chinatown do not have parking spaces or have to pay
for parking for customers. If affordable on-street parking reduces and the private
parking lot increases its rates, this will make it more difficult for residents to shop,
dine and access essential services in Chinatown. It will significantly affect the
disabled people and families who visit the elderly.

(3) Chinatown businesses are concerned that we will eventually need to subsidize
the gondola through additional property taxes. This project was pushed forward
without community input and transparency. With the promise that it would be 100%
privately funded, they do not provide any information about how the system will
generate enough revenue to maintain itself. We also don't know the total cost of the
project, including maintenance, operation management, security and insurance.
Similar projects in London and Portland were also promised to be privately funded.
but the cost overran eventually, and it ended up requiring public funding.

We are concerned that our Chinatown community is being sacrificed for a private
developer's tourism gondola project. This is our community, not Frank McCourt's
community. Let our elected officials remember that their decisions should consider
our communities first and foremost.

We are very frustrated that after 2 years of our community speaking out against it,
the city government continues to ignore our voices.

Yours truly,
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Translation: 

Dear Metro, City Council, Mayor of Los Angeles and other elected leaders,

My name is [Kun Leon], I have a business in Chinatown.

My small Chinatown business, our hard-working employees, and I are extremely
concerned about the plan to build a 1.2-mile gondola between the Union Station
and Dodger Stadium. This Los Angeles Air Rapid Transit LAART project will not
provide significant transportation benefits to the public, and certainly not to the
communities in which it is imposed. This ill-conceived gondola project only serves
Frank McCourt and his undisclosed development plans.

(1) The gondola station is too far from many businesses in Chinatown to generate
business. It is not helping our business that gondola riders take up all the nearby
parking spaces and then take the gondola over us.

(2) Businesses and communities in Chinatown will be affected by increased car
traffic. Many businesses in Chinatown do not have parking spaces or have to pay
for parking for customers. If affordable on-street parking reduces and the private
parking lot increases its rates, this will make it more difficult for residents to shop,
dine and access essential services in Chinatown. It will significantly affect the
disabled people and families who visit the elderly.

(3) Chinatown businesses are concerned that we will eventually need to subsidize
the gondola through additional property taxes. This project was pushed forward
without community input and transparency. With the promise that it would be 100%
privately funded, they do not provide any information about how the system will
generate enough revenue to maintain itself. We also don't know the total cost of the
project, including maintenance, operation management, security and insurance.
Similar projects in London and Portland were also promised to be privately funded.
but the cost overran eventually, and it ended up requiring public funding.

We are concerned that our Chinatown community is being sacrificed for a private
developer's tourism gondola project. This is our community, not Frank McCourt's
community. Let our elected officials remember that their decisions should consider
our communities first and foremost.

We are very frustrated that after 2 years of our community speaking out against it,
the city government continues to ignore our voices.

Yours truly,
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Translation: 

Dear Metro, City Council, Mayor of Los Angeles and other elected leaders,

My name is [Ling Ling], I have a business in Chinatown.

My small Chinatown business, our hard-working employees, and I are
extremely concerned about the plan to build a 1.2-mile gondola between the
Union Station and Dodger Stadium. This Los Angeles Air Rapid Transit LAART
project will not provide significant transportation benefits to the public, and
certainly not to the communities in which it is imposed. This ill-conceived
gondola project only serves Frank McCourt and his undisclosed development
plans.

(1) The gondola station is too far from many businesses in Chinatown to
generate business.
It is not helping our business that gondola riders take up all the nearby parking
spaces and then take the gondola over us.

(2) Businesses and communities in Chinatown will be affected by increased car
traffic. Many businesses in Chinatown do not have parking spaces or have to
pay for parking for customers. If affordable on-street parking reduces and the
private parking lot increases its rates, this will make it more difficult for residents
to shop, dine and access essential services in Chinatown. It will significantly
affect the disabled people and families who visit the elderly.

(3) Chinatown businesses are concerned that we will eventually need to
subsidize the gondola through additional property taxes. This project was
pushed forward without community input and transparency. With the promise
that it would be 100% privately funded, they do not provide any information
about how the system will generate enough revenue to maintain itself. We also
don't know the total cost of the project, including maintenance, operation
management, security and insurance. Similar projects in London and Portland
were also promised to be privately funded. but the cost overran eventually, and
it ended up requiring public funding.

We are concerned that our Chinatown community is being sacrificed for a
private developer's tourism gondola project. This is our community, not Frank
McCourt's community. Let our elected officials remember that their decisions
should consider our communities first and foremost.

We are very frustrated that after 2 years of our community speaking out against
it, the city government continues to ignore our voices.

Yours truly,
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From: Virginia Pinedo
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:11:14 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Stop The Gondola

I am certainly NOT in favor of a Monster People Transporting Gondola being
built anywhere near our historic neighborhood. This idea is just
unacceptable. This construction will only pave the way for more
gentrification in our area, something that would have a negative impact on
our small community.

Affordable Housing is what is needed, not a Gondola to be used by a select
few from Union Station to Dodger Stadium. Public Transportation is
available and should be continued to be used for that purpose, getting fans
to the Stadium.

Virginia Pinedo
Solano Canyon Resident
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From: Linda Glatstein
Sent: 1/16/2023 8:05:36 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Stop the gondola

I attended the informational meeting at Cathedral High . I think LA Metro conducted the meeting in a
non responsive and deceptive manner . I’m very disappointed in the lack of concern for the affected
community. I stand against the gondola scheme.
Linda Glatstein

Sent from my iPad
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From: Julian Engin <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 2:45 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 

Julian Engin 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90029 
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From: Andrea Harrow <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 2:21PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

As a resident of Elysian Park (Dodger Stadium is my backyard,) I am writing to voice my opposition to the 
Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). 

Fans already have a free bus they can take. Increase the availability of an electric bus fleet rather than 
the proposed expensive gondola that is not intended to serve angelenos 24/7 365 days. Building the 
gondola would negatively impact the Los Angeles State Park and will not add an affordable travel 
alternative. The proposal is another screen for advertising and consumption. Fans already park in our 
neighborhood because they do not want to pay for parking. Dodgers should make more free electric 
buses available from outlying areas and city should increase bus lanes. Maybe Dodgers would like to 
remove the fence around the stadium and parking lot for local residents to walk or bike through the 
property to areas of commerce without having to walk a long way around. The property could be better 
incorporated into the rest of Echo Park rather than keeping everyone out. Gondola would be more of 
the same: expensive, elitist, noninclusive, McCourt money-maker. No thanks. 
Andrea Harrow, elysian park resident 

Andrea Harrow 
 

 
LOS ANGELES, California 90012 
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From: Kathryn Reno <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 1:12 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 

My name is Kathryn and I’ve lived in Los Angeles since 2017 and there are so many projects that are 
more deserving of funds than something this ridiculous. 

Metro went forward with this project without an open public process and without competitive bidding. I 
don’t understand the ownership or operation of the project because the details have been hidden from 
the community. Who is paying for this project? Will taxpayers be left holding the bag? 
Lack of community consultation: The community has been neglected and our voices have not been 
heard. No one asked us our vision for our community. 

We never asked for this project. 

We don’t need or want this project. 

Kathryn Reno 
 

 
North Hollywood, California 91601 
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From: Kathleen Rogers <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 12:17 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my strong opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The 
Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). This thing is a hideous eyesore. An unnecessary imposition on a cherished 
park. A money-making gambit that we should neither reward nor encourage. 

And if it is built despite the wishes of those living under it, what happens to this ugly mess after there’s 
no more money to squeeze out of it, or after it fails or ages or becomes obsolete? 

I’m a Dodger fan. I hate the traffic into and out of Dodger Stadium. It’s worst part of the stadium 
experience. But this stupid gimmicky thing is no solution. 

Build a giant parking structure. Set up more than one remote shuttle service. But don’t build this 
useless, ugly boondoggle. 

Kathleen Rogers 
 

 
Calabasas, California 91302 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:54:12 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment Audio

Comment from Phyllis Ling, Chinatown resident

Comment Letter - P525

Thank you. I’m Phyllis, I live a block away from here. The gondola would fly over me and my
neighbors. My house would face the mouth of the noisy Broadway junction, a 98-foot tall turning
station. I think you’ve seen how this hearing is not right, the way they are taking public comment.
It’s been like this since the beginning, trying to hide and not let it get out how horrible this project is.
This project is not for us. This project is for Frank McCourt, who is a developer. It’s for their
Olympics, which is for developers. It’s for politicians who are in the pockets of developers. Frank
McCourt wants to build right over us, 40 feet over my neighborhood, as if we’re nameless faces.
But we’re not. We’re a real community. I’m glad my sister and my neighbors are here tonight as
well as all these residents and supporters in a larger community. It’s really great to see people
show up for each other and speak out. There have been so many lies about this project from LA
Art, but we know what this project is really about. Frank McCourt wants to build a giant complex up
on the Dodgers Stadium parking lot. It’s not a secret! 

If he had a permanent transit stop that would give him incentives to build bigger and bigger and
bigger development there.

This project makes no sense for transit. At max capacity, it can only handle a fraction of the
Dodgers Stadium attendance, and how do you think they’re getting to the gondola? Driving, most of
them. You’re only saving the last 1.2 miles! 

Maybe some will take transit, probably the same people who would take the Dodgers Stadium
Express, which we support. Let’s support expanding and electrifying the Dodgers Stadium Express!
That’ll enforce bus lanes, more bike lanes, better sidewalks, and an escalator up the hill for
pedestrians. 

Not this boondoggle gondola! It doesn’t help traffic. It doesn’t connect us to parks or transit. Those
are lies. What it does is turn Chinatown into Dodgers Stadium’s parking lot. It takes away, it takes
away parking for businesses! It increases noise, with this gondola running constantly, 18 hours per
day, 6 a.m. to 12 a.m., not to mention the invasion of privacy! 

This gondola mows down the entrance of LA State Historic Park. That’s our space. The whole point
of the park in a city is for people who live in a dense urban environment to get away from all that
and to have some peaceful enjoyment in open space with open skies. It wasn’t so that Frank
McCourt could fly five-ton metal cabins 26 feet over our heads. 

No gondola! No gondola! You know what? McCourt wanted to divide us, in my neighborhood, buy
us out, buy some of my neighbors out, so that we would quietly go away. He wanted to fly under
the radar with this project, keep everything hush hush, and get the project approved before anyone
knew what was going on. You all remember in 2018, they said it could be running by 2022.
Remember? My neighbors and I never even had a chance to say anything about this project going
on our neighborhood. 

Now, Climate Resolve is putting their greenwashing slime all over it. It’s disgusting. I still hear some
people say, “Oh, but the gondola would be so great. It would be iconic!” Yeah, it’ll be iconic all right:
an iconic monument to injustice.

We’re here to call it out for what it is: a scam, a sham. If you’re standing up and supporting this, you
need to wake up. You’re teaming up with Frank McCourt who bankrupted the [inaudible]. You’re
teaming up with those who erased the original Chinatown and evicted the residents of La Loma,
Bishop and Palo Verde to build Dodgers Stadium. You’re choosing dark side of history. You really
don’t have to. I know this gondola sounds good at first in theory, it’s like, oh, it’ll be so cool and fun,
but there’s a whole lot more to it. Some people, I think a lot of people, ones who aren’t greedy
bastards, do come around. But we need everyone’s help. So, thank you for being here. We can do
this together. Stop the gondola! 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:20:09 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Gabe Lee, Elysian Park resident

Comment Letter - P526

Yeah, what’s up? I’m Gabe, I’m born and raised in Elysian Park, just right here. All right, so, I
remember growing up, there were basically no sidewalks in Elysian Park, so the suggestion that
you could take the, whatever this is, up to Elysian Park and then walk around is pretty absurd. 

This is very clearly a very, all right, no, wait, let me back up. I want to explain something that I feel
like none of these posters are going to explain, or they’re actively lying about. There are only 82
games, like one of the ladies up here explained. There are only 82 games in the year, which means
this would only be running for game days, so I guess 82 days of the year. That leaves 283 days of
no game day service. Do you think that this would not be used during those 283 days? What
instead this is, this is not a public service. This is part of building infrastructure so that Dodger
Stadium can continue building its commercial resources and so that Chinatown is continually
gentrified by these big developers buying up these buildings and then turning them into, basically,
like empty rental spaces. No, because think about it, 283 days of the year that this is not used,
that’s not going to happen. 

The other thing is, there’s a pie chart over there that is heinous. You really need to check it out if
you see it. It says that 67% of the people using this are going to reach it through public transit.
What they fail to mention on that pie chart, and they should have put it on the title because this is
pie chart rule #1, this is, try making rule #1 that you put what the pie chart is on the title. They didn’t
do that, first of all. Second, that’s wrong. 283 days out of the year, this will be used to funnel people
in and out of Dodger Stadium. The people going to Dodger Stadium will be parking there. Most of
Dodger Stadium, that’s, like, 7 out of the 8 lots that form Dodger Stadium, are parking lots. That
means people will be going there, parking there, and then coming in to these areas. 

This is not a public system. This is being paid for by the owners of Dodger Stadium and by Frank
McCourt. This means that they’re going to want a return on their investment. Do you think that
they’re doing this for the good will of the people of Chinatown? No! Do you think they’re doing it for
the good will of the people of El Pueblo? No! This is obviously something else. What’s going to
happen, and I’m not being conspiratorial here, this is literally in the works, they’re not going to tell
us. They’re going to expand Dodger Stadium into an LA Live type commercial area. There will be
no space for people to go in and rent those areas. That will be rented to corporate interest and
corporate interest only. So, what’s going to happen is we’re going to have a mall at Dodger Stadium
and Chinatown and these areas will be continuously developed as the project of Los Angeles
currently is to expand downtown LA into the surrounding areas. You can see this on Sunset.
1-1-1-1, 1-1, four ones Sunset, all these buildings down here, they’re continuously expanding,
building commercial properties on the areas around it, areas that used to be and still are inhabited
by people who work here, who live here, the normal people that live here. So, what this is, it’s part
of building commercial infrastructure, commercial retail, and I’m not having it. I don’t want this, and
nobody else wants this. 

Well put, well well put. 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:02:29 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Kris Chan, Chinatown community organizer and member of
Chinatown Community for Equitable Development

Comment Letter - P527

Speaker 1  [inaudible] this is the biggest bullsh*t I have seen. Now [the next] speaker is Kris. All
right, let’s go, let’s go! 

Kris Chan  Today, we are all at the biggest sham that I have ever seen, [calling us] a f*cking open
house. 

You pieces of sh*t and [inaudible] you’re acting like you can’t hear us? F*cking hear us! We are
here! We are not going to stop! You will f*cking hear us, because [this is our home]! We live here!
You cannot f*cking step all over us as if we are f*cking insects! We [inhabit] this place! We will not
move! [I assure you,] nobody f*cking wants this stupid box! In the f*cking air! [inaudible] [looking at
me!] Stop pretending we don’t exist! We are here! We are alive! And will f*cking make sure this
f*cking gondola is never built! [Inaudible] So many [deaths] have been because of gentrification!
[Rest in peace], [no availability] for the community, and it’s all on your hands. You are murderers if
you continue this project! Stop the gondola! Stop the gondola!
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:01:39 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Katie Wang, Chinatown worker and member of Chinatown Community
for Equitable Development

Comment Letter - P528

Thanks Kenny. I’m Katie, I’m also with Chinatown Community for Equitable Development, where
some of us here are also from. I’ve been a volunteer with CCED for around 10 years now, and
when I first heard about this project, I thought, you know, our organization has been fighting for
things that we really need, like a hospital, an active, an active working hospital that’s open and
accessible to our community. We’ve been fighting for a full-service grocery store. There are many
things our community needs, and a gondola that hangs over our community is not one of them. 

We’re asking for an investment in real public transportation, a resource, a resource that everyone
can access. And maybe you’re familiar with Chinatown, with this neighborhood that this gondola
wants to be hanging over. You know, many folks are living at the poverty line. Many folks are
working class and poor. It is not accessible to folks who live here to pay upwards of $20 for a
gondola trip. 

This is not the kind of resource our community needs, and we will continue to demand that this
project be stopped. 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:01:10 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Kenny Chan, Chinatown resident and member of Chinatown
Community for Equitable Development

Comment Letter - P529

Hey, how’s it going? It’s Kenny, I’m with CCED. When I came in today over at the front desk to
check in, and I asked them, “Where do I go sign up for public comment?”, they pointed to the back
corner of the room, with a freaking curtain behind it. Does that sound like public comment to you?
So, we brought public comment here today, the people did, right? And I still see all these people, all
these locals out here like at the science fair, looking at the little billboards, staring, and ignoring us.
Here they are, whatever BS consulting agency you work for, Governor, whoever’s here, you over
there in the corner looking nervously around, you should be here, listening to us!
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:00:57 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Elba Yanyez, El Sereno resident and leader of Save Elephant
Hill

Comment Letter - P530

Speaker 1  The Gondola is not good for Chinatown, it’s not good for the state park. Now we have
somebody from the state park [who’s] going to say a few words.

Elba Yanyez  Hello everybody. My name is Elba Yanyez. I’m an El Sereno resident and I’m with
Save Elephant Hill. For seven years I served on California’s state commission on parks and
recreation. During the time that this park was under development, community members undertook
one of the greatest environmental justice campaigns in Los Angeles history. It took an entire city to
stop the development of warehouses and to create this park. Once that park land was protected,
there were 65 meetings led by state park staff to determine what would happen on this land, and at
no point during those discussions was there a mention of a gondola. Never. This is a violation of
our state law, CEQA, California Environmental Quality Act. This is a complete travesty. If this
gondola gets built, not only is it a travesty of the law, but it’s a travesty for all the work that people
have put in for decades to get this park to what it is. It’s not in the EIR; the gondola is not in the
EIR. The impacts on the community of this gondola were never considered, so we have to stop the
gondola, now.
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:00:24 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Xochitl Manzanilla, William Mead Public Housing resident

Comment Letter - P531

Speaker 1  We have Xochitl from [inaudible], which is an area affected quite a bit. 
  
Xochitl Manzanilla  Hello, good evening, my name is Xochitl Manzanilla, and I am opposing the
gondola very strongly. Listen, Frank McCourt, because we don’t need this gondola. This is a
monstrosity that we don’t need it, we already have transportation to Dodgers Stadium, and you are
a billionaire, you only want to get more money from the people, who is poor people. So, the poor
are poorer, and the rich are richer. You are already a billionaire; you don’t deserve more from the
poor people of these communities. You go make your gondola somewhere else because we don’t
need that. 

We have many, many different problems in the park, LA State Historic Park, and we don’t need that
gondola because that will destroy all our programs. In the park, we have the farmer’s market. 

We have a program with flying kites that are very high, they fly very high. With those gondolas, that
program will not be possible. So, we have to stop this monstrosity as soon as possible, so listen
Frank McCourt, and stop it, stop it right now. We don’t need it. Stop the gondola! Stop the gondola!
Stop the gondola! 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:59:25 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Tam Po Tien, tenant leader of Cathay Manor Tenants Association

Comment Letter - P532

Speaker 1  That is, many thanks.

Tam Po Tien  I am Toishanese, let’s speak Toishanese.
Hello everybody, we the Toishanese, [inaudible] 1 2 3!
Let’s unite!
To oppose that gondola!
I don’t know what else to say. That’s it.

Speaker 1  She spoke in Toishanese. [She said:] oppose, unite, and organize! Oppose the
gondola!
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:58:34 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Jose Estrada, William Mead Public Housing resident

Comment Letter - P533

Speaker 1  [inaudible] this project is opposed by a lot of people. The next one is Jose.

Jose Estrada  Ok, good evening to all of you. My name is José Estrada, I am a Resident
Community Organizer here in the area, and the truth is that as a representative of the Hispanic,
Spanish-speaking community, we, as low-income families, know that these projects are not
advantageous to our communities. We have many examples in Los Angeles, where right now many
Hispanic communities are being evicted because of these false projects, like the Gondola Project.

Speaker 3  Hello, my name is Jose Estrada, I’m a community organizer and I live in the area. As a
representative of the Spanish-speaking community in LA and of all the people in the community we
work with, we know that these projects are a false promise and only lead to gentrification, one of
many projects in LA that is not good for our community. 

Jose Estrada  We cannot accept that for the sake of money people are being deceived and being
told to accept the project. There is a community nearby called William Meek: 420 homes, 420
families that have been forced to say that they accept the project by intimidating them, by telling
them that if they do not accept the project, they will be evicted from their public housing. This must
not happen: that through money people are being harassed and lied to. Because afterwards, the
problem is that many families will be evicted from this area. Because, as we say, these projects are
very expensive and they are for touristic purposes, and what this brings is more evictions, evictions
of many families from this area.

Speaker 3  We can’t allow poor people to be scared by money. One of the communities that we
work with here in Chinatown, [inaudible] Gardens, is a public housing community. It’s got over four
hundred units. People there have been forced to say that they agree with the project when all we
know is that people are afraid. They’re being intimidated, they’re being scared when this is only
going to lead to further displacement.

Jose Estrada  Well, finally, we are grateful because, as they say “Together, everything is possible.”
The Korean, Chinese, Hispanic, English-speaking communities, from all languages, all cultures, are
gathered here. We are very glad that we are united in this fight! Because we have to stop this
project. Because if we don't stop it, we will regret it afterwards, so thank you for being here!
Together, fighting, saying "Stop Gondola!" Let’s stop the Gondola Project! Thank you! Thank you
very much!

Speaker 3  [A lovely], I want to thank everyone who’s here. As you can see, we have a very diverse
community in Chinatown, and people are all coming together to stop this project. Together, we can
build [inaudible] and stop this project so that we don’t regret the aftermath that’s going to happen if
this gets approved. Thanks everyone and [stop the gondola!]
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:58:00 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Amy Ho, Chinatown resident

Comment Letter - P534

Hello, good evening, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Amy. I’ve been living here for 35 years,
and I have worked hard, just for, you know, to get a place to live, right? And I’m very happy that,
you know, I’m not a burden to the city or to the government or to the society. I worked hard to get
my piece of land and home to live here. 

Not [the] Dodgers; they don’t have to take away my right to live at [inaudible]. Besides, the Dodgers
play, the games is only 82 or 83 games per year out of 365 days. Why [do] they make a big deal
about that? Okay. Well, for those who approve the Gondola, please, touch your heart, and, you
know, your conscience. If someone put a gondola in front of your house and had to [inaudible] over
your head, over your roof, would you think? Would you approve with your hands and legs for that?
Think about that, always put yourself, someone in your position and yours in other position before
you say something. You know what the Dodgers [inaudible] is always think about? Their money,
their revenue, how much they make per cup of beer, per cup of coffee, or cup of Coke. They’re not
[looking out] for us here. 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:57:51 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Melissa Arechiga from Buried Under the Blue, descendant of
family displaced by construction of Dodgers Stadium

Comment Letter - P535

Hi, my name is Melissa Arechiga. I stand here before you as a representative of the surviving
families that were violently displaced for Palo Verde, La Loma, and Bishop. Three Mexican
indigenous communities that were destroyed to build Dodger Stadium. I’m here today to oppose the
gondola project, the [inaudible]. 

While this may be exciting for some, it’s a sign of change, and the change is not inclusive to all,
specifically people of color. The Dodgers corporation and the City of Los Angeles have a long
partnership together, working to destroy and exploit communities of color. The gondola represents
gentrification, the destruction of not only our communities but the environment and our beloved wild
fire. The gondola project is no different than the deal that was made to take away our families’
generational wealth by destroying three communities to build the Dodger Stadium. The Dodgers
and the Los Angeles City Council set to build the gondola in the middle of our communities, and
this would only benefit the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Our residents and small business owners will suffer with this so-called revitalization project that is
code word in communities of color as gentrification and long terms that leaves our most vulnerable
community members displaced with no benefits. The history between the Los Angeles Dodgers and
the City of Los Angeles has left our city in worse conditions than the deal in the 1950s, when our
homes and our three communities were destroyed, and the lies that were told to the public of public
housing today leave us with the current issues of our houses and unaffordability crisis that affect all
of us today. It is a win-win for the Dodgers. It has been since Black Friday, Friday, May 8th, 1959,
when our three communities were bulldozed, and our families dragged out. It is time to put a stop to
the Dodgers corporation on exploiting the people and public. [inaudible] elected officials oppose this
project as it will have damaging effects that will have lasting effects for generations and
generations. Enough. It’s time to put an end to Dodgers’ corporate greed. 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:57:03 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Victoria Steele, from Metro Senior Lofts Tenants Association

Comment Letter - P536

I live... I’m actually in Chinatown Senior Lofts [inaudible] right on the gondola line, and we have [a]
recreation area on the roof. And we are concerned about privacy and, although I’ve been told that
the windows will fog up, [that] there’s no problem, we can’t really trust that 100% that, that’s going
to work and continually work. We do not like a loss of privacy for any residential area. 

Also, we’re concerned about the traffic, the parking. All the traffic is going to be on our [meter].
Parts of Chinatown have all these small streets. It’s already congested enough; we don’t need any
more then that. 

And, it’s a concern too about the park. Should we... Is it really wise having a station in Chinatown?
Will that increase parking problems for traffic or are people going to go to Union station and park
down there? And visually, how is that going to affect the park? 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:56:42 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Julie Chow, Chinatown resident

Comment Letter - P537

Julie Chow  Good evening, everyone.
I’m Julie Chow, and I have lived in Chinatown for many years.
I’m strongly opposed building this gondola. 

Speaker 2  [My name is] Julie Chow, I’ve [lived] in Chinatown for many, many years, and I strongly
oppose the gondola project.

Julie Chow  This approach is really disrespectful to the Chinese community.

Speaker 2   The gondola is very disrespectful to the Chinese community. [inaudible]

Julie Chow  If they really need it, they can build a subway, a bus. 

Julie Chow  Let’s oppose it together, we will not support it, always oppose it!

Speaker 2  Together, we oppose the gondola, forever! 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:54:50 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Li Wei Huang, Chinatown resident and tenant leader of Cathay
Manor Tenants Association

Comment Letter - P538

Li Wei Huang  We are strongly opposed this gondola project.
We will not sell Chinatown.

Speaker 2  Oppose the gondola. Do not sell- - Chinatown is not for sale.

Speaker 3  Chinatown is not for sale!

Li Wei Huang  Chinatown is our home

Speaker 2  Chinatown is our home 

Li Wei Huang  If this gondola project proceeds, there is only harm, but no benefits.
If our voice can be heard, they should build the gondola near the park.
Do not pass through Chinatown, right?

Speaker 2  We don’t want a gondola. We don’t want a gondola [to] pass through Chinatown. Okay. 
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From: Juniper Wong
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:54:29 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment

Comment from Ne Huang Hom, Chinatown resident and President of the Cathay
Manor Tenants Association

Comment Letter - P539

Speaker 1  We’re going to have a resident from Chinatown, they speak in Chinese. 

Ne Huang Hom  Strongly oppose this gondola project.
Our Cathay building has hundreds of residents opposing this.

Speaker 1  He is [a resident of] Cathay Manor, senior citizen housing, he says he strongly opposes
the gondola project, and the people, 300 residents of Cathay Manor oppose the gondola. 

Ne Huang Hom  We are strongly opposed this gondola project, it is a scam.
Our customers, large and small businesses will be scammed.
It will screw up our Chinatown. It’s dirty and polluted. Tall buildings can’t be built here.
This gondola will create more harm than good, we are opposed it.

Speaker 1  [inaudible] no good for the Chinatown community, it’s not good for the China
community. [inaudible] low-income residents, [and this will cause] more air pollution, [lack of]
privacy, so we oppose! 

P539-1

P539-2

P539-3





From: Robert Hanisee
Sent: 1/16/2023 9:46:29 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Gondola

Sirs.
In response to your article re the proposed gondola
from UnionStation/Chinatown to Dodger
Stadium. If one makes the unlikely assumption that traffic on the gondola
is as projected, where
will all the cars/users park? The only real parking structure available is
on the back side of Union
Station. Imagine if you will several thousand folks trying to get into and
then after the game out of that facility. At the same time, Dodger Stadium
has a wonderful parking facility/lot that is, though sticky
at game time works adequately. Yes, there is an increase in traffic at all
the Stadium entrance points and surrounding streets (a social price worth
the cost for the benefit of having the Dodgers
in our city). And what then of the six to eight months during the off
season? After building this
monstrosity,all that would be accomplished is to shift the congestion to
new locations.
This is clearly a vanity (and money making) project for/by Mr McCort: it is
not needed
Respectfully submitted
Bob Hanisee
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From: Kimberly Turner
Sent: 1/16/2023 11:07:23 PM
To: laart@metro.net, "cc: Ramen Nithya" <contactCD4@lacity.org>, Paul Krekorian
<councilmember.krekorian@lacity.org>
Subject: I OPPOSE Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project

To Whom It may concern:

*I oppose the Los Angeles Proposed Aerial Gondola to Dodger Stadium. *Gondola’s
will “fly” over communities in the area at low altitudes. These communities
will suffer severe negative impacts including loss of privacy and cluttered
airspace above their homes. This is yet another LA tourist
attraction/moneymaker for the developer/owner while disregarding the
negative impacts on the communities below. Residents are at your mercy,
with no control.

*This proposed Gondola Project will sacrifice communities* and, like FAA’s
NextGen, will not meet the objectives. According to a *UCLA study attached*,
the Gondola Project would not significantly reduce traffic around Dodger
Stadium, will not reduce greenhouse gas emissions, will carry fewer
passengers than LA ART claims, will not likely be used after the games, and
will unlikely be used for any transportation aside from the games. There
are easier, faster, and better ways to meet the objectives, such as making
better use of existing bus lanes.

*The Gondolas will be using “mobility hubs.” * Will this new hub have other
purposes, for other modalities such as Advanced Air Mobility/Urban Air
Mobility (“AAM/UAM”)? *It’s impossible not to draw the parallel between
the Gondolas and AAM/UAM. *We have found that under former Mayor Garcetti,
Los Angeles is being sacrificed as a test city for these new transportation
modalities, that are little more than “taxis” holding only 2-4 people,
flying at disturbingly low altitudes (350 feet AGL), serving only
high-income users, and will not reduce freeway traffic. It will be a money
maker for aviation industry insiders at the expense of the* communities
below who will be subject to extreme impacts *stacked underneath NextGen
jets and helicopters. *Unsuspecting sacrificial communities are left out of
this process* until it’s years in the making by private industry partnered
with LA’s policy makers/leaders, and too late for the public to put a stop
to.

As a community activist in Studio City, for years I have been requesting
information about AAM/UAM development in Los Angeles, only to now find that
it is in advanced stages and ready to infiltrate our skies by 2024/2025.
Former Mayor Garcetti/Metro/LAWA have been pushing for AAM/UAM progress,
while the public remains ignorant of what lies ahead if they happen to be
one of the “unlucky ones” under a flight path, or in this case, under a
gondola. I have seen first-hand how citizens are shut out of the process --
their requests for information about safety, environmental impacts, and
costs are left unanswered. *The human cost has been ignored in favor of
monetary gain. *
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LA leaders must start listening to the people. The desire to make a buck
can’t be greater than the interests of the people you serve who call LA
home. Find a better way to get people to Dodger Stadium. *Stop the Gondola
and Stop AAM/UAM before it’s too late. *

Sincerely,

Kimberly Turner

Studio City Resident

Studio City For Quiet Skies
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Study Finds Proposed Aerial Gondola to 
Dodger Stadium Will Do Little to Reduce 

Traffic and Emissions 

 
October 24, 2022 
University of California Los Angeles  
 
Executive Summary 

Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART), a subsidiary of former Dodgers 
owner Frank McCourt’s company McCourt Global, wants to build an aerial gondola to 
take people from Union Station to Dodger Stadium. Promoters of the gondola claim that 
it will take 3,000 polluting cars off neighborhood streets and the 110 freeway before and 
after Dodger games, leading to a net reduction in greenhouse gas emissions.  

Transportation researchers from the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) examined these claims using a state-of-the-art transportation simulation model 
and found that the gondola could reduce traffic on major roads around Dodger Stadium 
on the night of a sold-out game, but the impact would likely be very limited. They found 
that the gondola likely would take only around 608 cars off the road. The gondola is 
thus unlikely to significantly reduce greenhouse gas emissions and traffic overall.  
 
Methodology  

The UCLA researchers — led by Dr. Brian Yueshuai He and Dr. Jiaqi Ma in the 
UCLA Mobility Lab at the UCLA Samueli School of Engineering — used the “LA Sim” 
model they created based on activity-based travel demand and agent-based simulation 
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reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The red lines in Figure 1 above indicate 
road segments that have a higher traffic volume after the proposed gondola is 
added to the traffic simulation. The blue lines indicate a decrease in traffic 
volume. According to the simulation, the total traffic volume would likely be 
reduced by around 0.9% (less than 1%) on the roads surrounding the stadium if 
the proposed gondola is built. 
 

• It’s unlikely the gondola would contribute to a significant net 
decrease in greenhouse gas emissions.  Approximately 608 cars would be 
taken off the road, not nearly close to the 3,000 LA ART claims. Most of the 
people who choose the gondola in the simulation — 4,470 —board the gondola at 
Union Station, with another 220 passengers boarding at a station proposed to be 
located at Los Angeles State Historic Park near Chinatown. With only 4,690 
people taking the gondola in total and of those 2,500 estimated to be regular 
users of the Dodger Stadium Express clean energy buses there would only be 
2,190 new people taking public transportation to the game using the gondola. The 
average car parking at the stadium carries 3.6 people, which means that the 
approximate number of cars taken off the road would be around 608. The 
simulation only models the number of passengers connecting to the gondola via 
public transportation, on foot or by bike. It does not model people who would 
drive to Union Station or Chinatown to take the gondola. However, people who 
drive to those stations to take the gondola would not contribute to a net reduction 
in traffic or greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

• The gondola would carry fewer passengers than LA ART has claimed. 
LA ART originally claimed that the gondola could carry up to 5,000 passengers 
per hour on game days. Researchers found that the gondola is likely to carry 
fewer than a total of 5,000 passengers to Dodger Stadium — 4,690 according to 
the simulation — even when the service is provided free with a game ticket for a 
sold-out night game like the playoffs. In a recent parking study, LA ART revised 
their claim, estimating that 6,000 would ride the gondola to games by 2026, with 
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4,350 arriving to the gondola via public transportation. The project’s Draft 
Environmental Impact Report contains the same estimate, which corroborates 
the UCLA estimate of ridership if the gondola were in operation today. 

 

• Fewer people would take the gondola after the game – resulting in 
more traffic and emissions. In the simulation, some fans — around 2,500 — 
seem to switch from the free Dodger Stadium Express buses to the gondola on the 
way from Union Station to a sold-out game, reducing the use of that service by 
close to half of the passengers it has carried to playoff games in the past. But 
about half of those passengers — more than 1,000 — seem to switch back to the 
Dodger Stadium Express on the way home, perhaps to avoid having to wait for a 
gondola car. Only 1,380 fans take the gondola on the way home in the simulation. 
This suggests that fans are unlikely to wait in line for the gondola after the game, 
instead taking the Dodger Stadium Express or perhaps opting for a ride-share, 
which would increase traffic and greenhouse gas emissions after the game.  

 
• Few people would use the gondola as a form of transportation other 

than to get to or from games. The simulated use of the gondola during the 
daytime before the game suggests that very few people would use it as a form of 
transportation outside of getting to and from games: in the simulation, only 60 
people — around one gondola carload — traveled to Dodger Stadium during the 
day, and only 140 passengers traveled from the stadium to Chinatown or Union 
Station during the day.  
 

• The model produced very similar results at different costs for a 
gondola trip. LA ART previously announced that a gondola trip would cost $15. 
Later, they announced that game ticket holders could ride the gondola for free. 
They have also said that local rides could be purchased for a standard Metro fare. 
The researchers modeled two scenarios: 1) $10 for residents and free for game 
ticket holders, and 2) free to the public, and found very little difference in the 
results, indicating that residents are more likely sensitive to travel time rather  
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than cost. One key factor is that the service area of the gondola is limited and may 
not attract residents to choose it for daily travel.  
 

About the Researchers 
Dr. He is an Assistant Research Scientist at the UCLA Mobility Lab. He has 

extensive experience in big data analytics, transportation system analysis, and 
transportation policy evaluations. In the scope of cyber-physical systems, his research 
enables interactions between the physical infrastructure and virtual cyber systems by 
adopting data-driven techniques to support long-term urban system planning, 
management, and decision-making.  

Dr. Ma is an Associate Professor in the UCLA Samueli School of Engineering and 
Associate Director of UCLA Institute of Transportation Studies. He has led and 
managed many research projects funded by U.S. DOT, NSF, state DOTs, and other 
federal/state/local programs covering areas of smart transportation systems, such as 
vehicle-highway automation, Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), connected 
vehicles, shared mobility, and large-scale smart system modeling and simulation, and 
artificial intelligence and advanced computing applications in transportation. He is an 
Associate Editor of the IEEE Transactions on Intelligent Vehicles and IEEE Open 
Journal of Intelligent Transportation Systems and Journal of Intelligent Transportation 
Systems. He is Member of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) Standing 
Committee on Vehicle-Highway Automation, Member of TRB Standing Committee on 
Artificial Intelligence and Advanced Computing Applications, Member of American 
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Connected & Autonomous Vehicles Impacts 
Committee, Co-Chair of the IEEE ITS Society Technical Committee on Smart Mobility 
and Transportation 5.0. 

 



From: Brenda Zhang <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2022, 4:38 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). As a resident of Atwater Village who works with Chinatown community, I am against 
the project because it continues a racist history of neglecting and inflicting upon the communities most 
impacted gentrification and displacement, environmental hazards, and and overburdening of already 
limited resources (around traffic, parking, and so forth). These communities did not ask for this project, 
and we don't need or want this project. 
 
Brenda Zhang 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90039 
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From: Chrysa Kovach <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2022, 4:06 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). As someone who works in the community, I am greatly concerned about additional 
traffic strains in the neighborhood. This gondola project does not solve existing transportation issues 
and will only exacerbate already poor air quality and displacement in the neighborhood. 
Nobody asked for this. There are myriad other issues that we have in Los Angeles that could use the 
public discourse, resources, and focus of Metro that has been wasted on this superfluous and frankly 
ridiculous project. 
 
Chrysa Kovach 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90034 

Comment Letter - P544

P544-1



From: Jane Chow <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2022, 3:48 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). As a resident of Los Angeles, I will be negatively impacted by this project. I am 
concerned about this project for the following reasons: 
 
1. Environment: The Gondola Project will increase the impacts of air pollution from traffic and vehicle 
emissions in an area already overburdened by air emissions and pollution. 
 
2. Historic and Cultural Resources: This project will hinder historic and cultural resources such as the Los 
Angeles State Historic Park, historic Union Station, and the Pueblo de Los Angeles Historic Monument. 
 
3. Gentrification: This project will lead to displacement and increase the cost of rent in the area. 
 
4. Lack of transparency and community consultation: Metro went forward with this project without an 
open public process and without competitive bidding. I don’t understand the ownership or operation of 
the project because the details have been hidden from the community. Who is paying for this project? 
Will taxpayers be left holding the bag? 
 
The community has been neglected and our people's voices have not been heard. Please do not go 
forward with this project. 
 
Jane Chow 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90008 
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From: Phyllis Chiu
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:46:21 PM
To: "laart@metro.net" <laart@metro.net>
Subject: OPPOSED to Building the Gondola

I am a Chinatown stakeholder and I am opposed to the Dodger Stadium gondola project.  The gondola
will serve no useful purpose to Chinatown residents and businesses.  Most Chinatown residents do
not regularly attend games or concerts at Dodger Stadium.  The gondola and its towers would take up
airspace in the community and nearby state park, which residents use for exercise and fresh air.  It
would do nothing to increase business and tourism in Chinatown, since passengers would fly right
over the community.  Dodger fans presently can conveniently go from Union Station to the stadium on
the direct Metro buses provided on game days.  Residents and tourists already have transportation
access to Chinatown via the Gold Line stop.  What residents need from Metro is more frequent and
reliable bus service so they can go shopping, to doctors’s appointments, etc.
While your literature makes it look like a wonderful benefit built and supported by private funds, it is
unclear where operating expenses down the road will come from.  It would be improper if public space
and public subsidies are being used to benefit private ventures while the city and Chinatown are in
need of affordable housing, health care, social services.  

Metro, as a public agency, needs to get its priorities correct.  You are supposed to serve all the
residents of the area, not manage wealthy individuals’ vanity projects.  
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From: Andrew Yip
Sent: 1/16/2023 11:36:43 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: NO to Gondola

As a Dodger fan, and Metro transit rider, I am voicing a big NO to any
Gibson's bring built to connect Union Station to the stadium at the expense
of local residents.

Make transit free and reliable instead of building costly projects that
won't appreciate traffic.

Andrew Yip
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From: Renee Tajima >
Sent: 1/16/2023 11:58:58 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: My objection to the proposed Gondola

Cory Zelmer, Deputy Executive Officer,
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
One Gateway Plaza, Mail Stop 99-22-6,
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear DEO Zelmer,

I am writing to express my deep opposition to the proposed Dodger Stadium gondola. My family has
lived in the downtown and eastside community for a hundred years and we have witnessed and
experienced many waves of displacement, as when our church and family home was lost to a
freeway. At least I can say that freeway provides a service to the many. The gondola will serve the
few, as the UCLA Mobility study has shown. I’ve been saddened to see longtime residents and
businesses pushed out of Chinatown. The community is no longer the same. The gondola would
further degrade quality of life and increase environmental pollution in the affected neighborhoods, it
would privatize public resources for the benefit of private interests Frank McCourt and the Dodger
organization, and it would provide very little in traffic mitigation or responsible and practical public
transit.

If you want to solve the traffic and parking problem at Dodger Stadium, then build and strengthen a
safe, accessible and reliable public transit system.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
Renee Tajima
Los Angeles
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From: Bridget McCarthy
Sent: 1/16/2023 10:57:57 PM
To: "LAART@metro.net" <LAART@metro.net>
Subject: Comments on the DEIR

The DEIR is incomplete and inaccurate in fundamental respects. What are the ultimate plans for the
Dodger Stadium parking lot? How will those plans impact traffic and greenhouse gas emissions? The
data in the DEIR concerning number of car trips eliminated and impact on greenhouse gas emissions
is flawed. It does not take into account that most gondola riders will take a rideshare or cab after the
game and further that few (if any) will use the gondola on non-event days. This flaw impacts each and
every statement in the DEIR on gondola ridership and greenhouse gas impact.

The construction of a massive tower and station at State Historic Park is contrary to the park?s
historical mission and its recreational usage. These unwelcome developments would detract from the
refuge offered by the park and the park viewshed. The Broadway bridge can be constructed without
the massive gondola. The gondola impact on park users and local residents within the ?flight path? is
profound and the lack of concern for residents is callous and heartbreaking. One must ask whether
Frank McCourt and Metro board members would welcome gondolas whizzing over their yards and
homes every few minutes?

The TSM Alternative is clearly feasible and superior yet it is discounted in the DEIR in order to present
the gondola as the only solution to traffic and transportation issues. It is not the only solution. Express
bus service can be increased. Just look at the Hollywood Bowl bus service. Loading stations can be
added. No massive gondola is needed to move people around Chinatown, Solano Canyon and
Elysian Park. Dash bus and Micro Metro services can do that much more efficiently and far less
obtrusively. These existing solutions do not impact State Historic Park or El Pueblo. Take a lesson
from the walkways that were built over Flower Street in downtown decades ago ? they are very lightly
used while most people walk right down to the street to get to their downtown destinations.

The gondola would use public rights-of-way and park space for transport to a privately owned stadium
and potential future private development. This is wrong. Any gondola built in the City of Los Angeles
should serve a broad public purpose, such as transport to employment centers, existing
entertainment/cultural centers or major healthcare facilities. Moreover, the DEIR does not specify how
gondola operating costs will be funded. Undoubtedly these costs will far exceed some revenues from
some third party advertising. I object strongly to use of tax dollars to fund/support the proposed
gondola.

Stop the gondola and focus Metro efforts on more humane, people friendly and less costly green
transportation modes. And while you are at it, please get those shade structures installed at the bus
stops. How can it be that Metro is focused on constructing a massive gondola for Frank McCourt?s
private commercial development objectives while poor working folks are sweltering at bus stops?
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From: Samantha Eddo <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2022, 5:44 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
Mr. Cory Zelmer, 
 
My name is Samantha Eddo. I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit 
Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). I live and work nearby and frequently visit the LA State 
Historic Park to walk my dog and have picnics with friends. This park is on of the few green spaces we 
have in this area, and thus is a precious resource for our community. I am extremely concerned about 
the impacts this unnecessary project will have on the surrounding community, including but not limited 
to increased traffic, air pollution, view obstruction, displacement and increased rents. The community 
does NOT want this project, and it will ONLY benefit the Dodger franchise. 
 
Thank you for hearing my concerns. 
 
All my best, 
 
Samantha Eddo 
 
Samantha Eddo 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90068 
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From: Jonathan Berman  
Sent: 01/16/2022, 4:59 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). Normally I approve of public transit projects, and as a resident of Solano Canyon this 
would reduce traffic right in front and behind my house... BUT... but this "gondola" seems like a real 
boondoggle. 
 
Hasty planning; 
a leader who has already had fiscal troubles with the Dodgers and the City; 
dubious outcomes in efficiency and safety; 
probable public bailouts; 
lots of physical and community issues here; 
and a possible end goals of freeing up private owned stadium parking lots for commercial use make the 
practicality of this a definite NO. 
 
Jonathan Berman 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90012 
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From: Roger Ly
Sent: 1/17/2023 1:54:20 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: LAART DEIR Public Comment 01/16/2023

My name is Roger and I am a resident of the City of Los Angeles and was
raised in the Chinatown community where the LA Aerial Rapid Transit gondola
is being built. I am a data analyst employed in the field of clean
transportation and infrastructure so public transportation infrastructure
is something I am passionate about. I'm writing to voice my opposition to
the construction of LA ART to Dodger Stadium for the following
environmental reasons.

1. The construction of the LAART Gondola will be more environmental
impactful than other alternatives such as Zero-Emission (ZE) bus mass
transit and contribute noise and air pollution to the community. Metro
already has a ZE fleet of busses and the successful Dodger Stadium Express
program to provide green transportation to the stadium.

2. The LAART DEIR does not consider the fact that people will drive and
park in Chinatown to take the gondola instead from the LA Historic Park
Station (where there is free parking) instead of taking public transit to
LAART. This will increase the amount of automotive emissions to the
community.

3. Existing public transit infrastructure exists with the Dodger Stadium
Express that connects union station and south bay to Dodger stadium. In the
DEIR, the purpose of LAART is to connect public transit riders to Dodger
Stadium. The existing infrastructure that is already established and
successful invalidates the purpose of constructing the gondola other than
the novelty aspect. The ZE bus fleet used in the Dodger Stadium Express
would also be used daily on other routes while the LAART only has one route
that would only be used during the 80-90 days that the stadium is used for
home games.

These were the 3 biggest issues I had on the environmental impact of the
gondola that the narrative of the DEIR does not emphasize. From my reading
of the DEIR, it is not an objective and unbiased environmental impact
report but rather a report that uses the guise of net-zero carbon emissions
and clean transit to push a private development project that will mostly
used for novelty and tourism. I would be extremely unsatisfied and
disillusioned with Metro if the construction of the LAART begins. I hope
you take my comment along with the community's opinions into consideration
prior to your decision with LAART. Please reach out to me through email for
further discussion or with any questions. Thank you for your time.

Best,

Roger
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From: Will Cepeda
Sent: 1/17/2023 1:13:10 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: I support zero-emissions transportation in Los Angeles

Dear Mr. Cory Zelmer, I support the proposed zero-emission Los Angeles
Aerial Rapid Transit Project (LA ART), connecting Union Station to Dodger
Stadium. The gondola would benefit visitors to Dodger Stadium and the
community by taking cars off the road, increasing access to public transit,
and reducing greenhouse gas pollution. Projects like these are important in
addressing climate change and improving the quality of life for Angelenos.
Sincerely, William Cepeda
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From: Buck Wong
Sent: 1/17/2023 1:12:56 AM
To: "LAART@metro.net" <LAART@metro.net>
Subject: I oppose the LAART Project. (from B.Wong)

Dear LA County Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
This message is to express my opposition to the LAART Project (The Gondola).  There has been little
community input and comment on the project.  When given the opportunity, people and organizations
in Chinatown, Lincoln Heights, and the surrounding area express that the Gondola will hurt the
community.  It is doubtful that it will transport large numbers of people for Dodger games and for
concerts.  In fact, it is likely to bring more traffic and congestion into the Chinatown area.  It is no
secret that Frank Court wants to start a giant complex development in the Dodger Stadium area.  The
Gondola is a step for development that will not benefit the residential and business communities of
Chinatown and Lincoln Heights.  It will lead to displacement and rent increase for local businesses and
residents.  I oppose this project because it will hurt the local residential and business communities.
Buck Wong
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From: Renee Pizana
Sent: 1/17/2023 1:32:18 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Dodger Stadium Gondola

To Whom It May Concern,

As a Solano Canyon community resident, I am completely AGAINST the proposed
gondola monstrosity being built in our beautiful and historic neighborhood.

I am concerned about our neighborhood’s historic infrastructure, our
neighbor’s privacy, our safety, and the public costs this project will
surely cost.

Our community didn't ask for this project. NO ONE in this neighborhood is
“for” this horrible structure. NO ONE!

The project will require the use of public rights of way, public airspace,
and public lands for the placement of multiple towers with suspended cars
intended to move a few thousand people in each direction between Union
Station and Dodger Stadium for games and events.

The plan for massive towers ranging from six stories (84 ft) to 13 stories
(195 ft) in height - is frightening and ugly.

*Our* neighborhoods will be forever changed.

Operating at maximum capacity is equivalent to 42 shipping container-size
gondolas flying over our neighborhoods. A recent poll shows 76% of
Angelenos oppose McCourt’s gondola. There is already a free bus shuttle
that takes fans to Dodger Stadium.

OUR COMMUNITY DOES NOT WANT OR NEED THE GONDOLA.

Building a project of this magnitude when the Dodgers only have 81 home
games a year and limited events is a waste of taxpayer dollars. What else
is McCourt not telling us? Maybe planning on making Dodger Stadium a 365
day theme park? Maybe setting the stage for the Riboli Family to build
their 900-apartment complex on our state park?

Whatever it is - We say “No!”

NO GONDOLA. EVER.

Alvarado/Pizana Families
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From: Phyllis Muro
Sent: 1/17/2023 3:38:09 AM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Aerial Rapid Transit Project

I am opposed to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project. After
researching what this project will entail, it is clear to me that this
project will be detrimental to the affected city's communities, aesthetics,
L.A. Historic Park, Union Station and Pueblo de Los Angeles Historic
Monument.

I understand you did not conduct an open public process? This is
unacceptable. Who is paying for this project? What is this project
projected to produce in financial returns? Is any of that money earmarked
fot the affected communities? Who is paying for this project? Who will pay
for the maintenance of the completed project? Will taxpayers be saddled
with this expense while private owners earn returns?

Transportation researchers from the University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA) used a state-of-the-art transportation simulation based on a
Nobel-Prize winning model and found that the gondola has limited impact -
less than 1% - in reducing traffic on major roads around Dodger Stadium on
the night of a sold-out game. They also found that far fewer passengers
would likely get to the gondola via public transit connections than LA ART
claims. Without reducing traffic and increasing public transit connections,
the gondola does little to change our air quality and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

This sounds like Chavez Ravine Part II.

This Project is cloaked in secrecy, it is being done with no regard for the
communities and people it will affect. The people of Los Angeles are tired
of having no input where Big Money projects are concerned, even as they
affect their quality of life.

This sounds like a typical Fascist Project. Big Money talks and the people
who actually live in the area suffer. There is seemingly no benefit to
them, negligible reduction in traffic (in an already VERY heavy traffic
area thanks to Dodger Stadium), desecration of cherished historical places,
more damage to local streets, increased litter and more crime. This is
happening all over this country, and it's unacceptable.

I intend to write our Mayor and our Governor. I wonder if they've received
any financial incentive to support this project.

Phyllis Muro
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From: Adrian Quezada <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/16/2023, 9:49 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 

I, as a resident who is sensitive and cares about sustainability in our existing communities would 
disqualify the importance and emphasize the less-than priority of this project juxtaposed with the 
current suffering economy in the LA area. (Attention to the homeless crisis is one example of said 
suffering) 

Adrian Quezada 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90022 
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Translation: I do not agree with the Gondola Project because it is not
good for the environment, it will cause a lot of problems
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Translation: I strongly oppose the Gondola
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Translation: I oppose the Gondola passing through Chinatown,
which will bring air pollution and noise
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Translation: We are from Chinatown, and we oppose the
Gondola passing through.
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Translation: I oppose the Gondola passing through Chinatown
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Translation: I oppose the Gondola passing through
Chinatown, which will bring air pollution and noise
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Translation: 
1. The gondola will increase gas emissions and air pollution.
2. The future financial losses will be borne by the American taxpayer.
3. The gondola will endanger the shops and residents of Chinatown
below.
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Translation: 
1.I oppose the Gondola.
2. I oppose the noise pollution of Chinatown.
3. I’m opposed to the future financial losses, which will
be borne by the taxpayer.
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Translation: We are the residents of Chinatown and
we oppose the Gondola passing through, which will
bring air pollution and noise.



Comment Letter - P586

P586-1



Comment Letter - P587

P587-1



Comment Letter - P588

P588-1



Comment Letter - P589

P589-1



LA ART Draft EIR Comments                                                                                                page 1 of 8 
 

January 17, 2023 
 
Cory Zelmer, Deputy Executive Officer 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority 
One Gateway Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Sent via e-mail: LAART@metro.net 
 
Re:  Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project Draft EIR Comments 
 
Dear Mr. Zelmer, 
 
I’d like to submit the following comments on the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project Draft 
EIR.  I believe the DEIR is deficient in a number of areas, including, but not limited to 
Aesthetics, Cultural Resources and Geology.  The project description is also problematic.  My 
detailed comments are below. 
 
Sincerely, 
Casey Maddren 

 
Los Angeles, CA   90068 
 
 
 
LOS ANGELES AERIAL RAPID TRANSIT PROJECT DRAFT EIR COMMENTS 
 
 
Project Overview/Project Description 
 
To begin, there are problems with the Project Overview and Project Description.  The DEIR 
says that the Project will not only convey people to Dodger Stadium, but it will also serve the 
transit needs of area residents.  Given the limited number of stations included in the Project, this 
is highly unlikely.  The Chinatown/State Park Station is already accessible by the existing Metro 
Line 96 and by the Gold Line.  To support its claim, the DEIR references gondolas being used 
for urban transit in La Paz, Bolivia, and Mexico City, Mexico.  The Laz Paz Teleferico includes a 
number of lines that cover 6 miles and serve 26 stations.  Plans are in place to extend it to over 
20 miles.  Mexicable covers three miles and serves seven stations.  The proposed LA ART 
system is only 1.2 miles in length and has only three station stops, two of which are already 
served by existing lines.  Even if LA ART were to assist in transporting fans to Dodger Stadium 
during baseball season, it’s unlikely that transit riders would have much reason to use it during 
the rest of the year.   
 
The DEIR claims that: 
 
"When complete, the proposed Project would have a maximum capacity of approximately 5,000 
people per hour per direction, and the travel time from LAUS to Dodger Stadium would be 
approximately seven minutes." 
 
The following paragraph says:  
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"The proposed Project would employ a Tricable Detachable Gondola system (also known as 
"3S"). 3S Gondola system cabins carry approximately 30 to 40 passengers." 
 
If we divide 5,000 by 40, the answer is 125, so the DEIR seems to be saying that the gondolas 
will be making 125 one-way trips every hour.  This means that a gondola will be leaving Union 
Station about every 30 seconds.  This does not seem credible.  First, the authors of the DEIR 
assume that every gondola will be filled to maximum capacity, which is unlikely.  It’s also 
unlikely that each gondola could reliably board 40 passengers every 30 seconds.  The authors 
don’t appear to take into account the realities of public transit and the various needs of its 
passengers, included passengers in wheelchairs, the visually impaired, parents with children in 
strollers, etc..  Beyond that, the authors’ calculations assume that a minimum of 40 passengers 
will arrive and be able to gain access to the platform every 30 seconds.  This is wishful thinking, 
not a realistic estimate.   
 
Aesthetics 
 
The authors of the DEIR find that the Project will not have a significant adverse impact on 
scenic vistas or scenic resources.  They conclude that: 
 
“[T]he Project would not block any designated scenic views, alter a designated scenic area, or 
block panoramic views. As such, operation of the proposed Project would not substantially 
affect scenic vistas or other panoramic views, and impacts would be less than significant.” 
 
Further stating: 
 
“As illustrated in Figures 5-1 through 5-8 in Appendix C of this Draft EIR, the proposed Project 
would be consistent with Objective 4.2 of the Central City Community Plan related to the 
preservation of visual links to open space areas, as the Project would form a background 
feature and would not block views of open space areas. The Project design would also provide 
attractive transit services in compliance with the Mobility Plan 2035.” 
 
Though the Project may not impact designated scenic areas, it would be built in the oldest part 
of Los Angeles, a low-rise community filled with some of the city’s most important cultural 
artifacts.  The Project does not preserve visual links to opens spaces, and in fact, will obstruct 
views of open space in the historic core.  The authors claim that the Project, with stations 173 
feet long, 109 feet wide, and 78 feet high, and towers 195 feet tall would merely be “a 
background feature and would not block views of open space areas.”  This is nothing more than 
the authors’ subjective opinion, and many area residents have already let it be known that they 
disagree strongly. 
 
Furthermore, the photos included in the DEIR under Aesthetics clearly do not give an accurate 
picture of the aesthetic qualities of the area.  They seem to have been chosen to downplay the 
beauty of the historic core, and none of them capture the numerous scenic views that are 
available to residents and visitors.  To correct the DEIR’s deficiencies, I am including a few 
photos that I believe more accurately represent the area. 
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Union Station 
 
 

 
 
Pico House, in the Central Plaza 
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Pico House, another view 
 
 

 
 
Chinese American Museum, Los Angeles St. 
 
 

cont'd

P590-5



LA ART Draft EIR Comments                                                                                                page 5 of 8 
 

 
 
Olvera Street 
 
 

 
 
Chinatown, a view from Broadway 
 
 
 

cont'd

P590-5



LA ART Draft EIR Comments                                                                                                page 6 of 8 
 

 
 
State Park and surrounding area from Chinatown Gold Line Station 
 
 

 
 
A view of Gold Line Chinatown Station from Spring St. 
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Cultural Resources  
 
Related to the issues discussed above, the DEIR’s conclusion that the Project will have no 
significant impact on historic resources is not credible.  As discussed above, the historic core is 
a low-rise district that contains some of the oldest structures in Los Angeles.  The Project’s 
design and scale are glaringly incompatible with the architecture of Union Station, Pico House, 
the Avila Adobe, the US Post Office and numerous other structures in the area.   
 
Additionally, the DEIR does not adequately assess the impact caused by construction of the 
Project, including significant excavation and associated groundborn vibration.  There are a 
number of structures in the area that are over 100 years old, including the Avila Adobe.  
Excavation on the scale proposed, including groundborn vibration, could weaken or damage 
older buildings.  The DEIR fails to adequately analyze potential impacts to these historic 
buildings. 
 
Geology  
 
The DEIR lists the known faults in the Los Angeles area, and acknowledges hazards at the 
Project site, including ground shaking, liquefaction, lateral spreading, and ground lurching.  The 
geotechnical report in Appendix I to some degree examines potential impacts related to the 
Raymond Fault, but the analysis is limited and appears to downplay potential risks.  While the 
presence of the fault does not trigger Alquist-Priolo, there still could be substantial risks.  The 
DEIR states: 
 
“Although these constraints are limiting, the most current models (UCERF3) indicate it has 
approximately 1.2% probability of participating in an earthquake of magnitude greater than 6.7 
before 2038.  The upper 95% confidence limit on this estimate is approximately 2.2% of an 
event with a magnitude greater than 6.7 before 2038. The likelihood of experiencing an event of 
Magnitude > 7.0 is 0.8%, and the likelihood of experiencing an event of Magnitude > 7.5 is less 
than 0.1% in that time period.” 
 
The most obvious question is, Why does the DEIR’s analysis only go so far as 2038?  Since the 
earliest date for the Project’s completion is likely to be 2026, it’s hard to understand why the 
DEIR only looks 12 years into the future.  Presumably the Project would stand for decades.  And 
given the LA area’s susceptibility to seismic activity, it seems necessary to extend the 
projection.  Also, why does the DEIR not give an estimate for earthquakes measuring less than 
6.7?  An earthquake on the Raymond Fault measuring 6 on the Richter Scale would have the 
potential to cause significant damage.  Because the Project site is subject to liquefaction, a 
smaller earthquake also would have the potential to cause significant damage.  The DEIR’s 
analysis is clearly deficient. 
 
Aside from the Raymond Fault, the DEIR fails to consider the Puente Hills Blind-Thrust Fault, 
which seismic experts believe could represent the greatest threat to the LA area.  While the 
PHBT Fault is five miles from the Project site, scientists have expressed the opinion that a 
rupture on the PBHT could be felt as far as Downtown and beyond.  Though scientists believe 
the probability of a major rupture on the PBHT is low, they also believe that even a lesser 
rupture could cause substantial damage.  Please see the following study: 
 
New Methodology for Defining Concealed Earthquake Sources, Puente Hills Blind-Thrust 
USC, Harvard, USGS, James F. Dolan and Shari A. Christofferson, February 2003 
https://earthquake.usgs.gov/cfusion/external_grants/reports/02HQGR0042.pdf 

P590-6

P590-7

P590-8

P590-9

P590-10

P590-11



LA ART Draft EIR Comments                                                                                                page 8 of 8 
 

 
Here’s an excerpt from page 6: 
 
A large-magnitude PHT event would have devastating societal and economic impact on 
California. Not only does the PHT lie directly beneath Los Angeles, but this northdipping 
fault also defines the northeastern edge of the Los Angeles basin, a 10-km-deep, 
sediment-filled trough. Computer simulations indicate that these thick basinal sediments 
will significantly amplify both the duration and amplitude of strong ground motions 
(Olsen and Archuleta, 1996; Wald and Graves, 1998; Field et al., 2000). If a major PHT 
rupture similar to those we have documented were to exhibit updip directly, a common 
occurrence in many thrust earthquakes, seismic energy would be focused directly into the 
thick sedimentary fill of the Los Angeles basin. In addition to strong ground motions 
associated with Mw≥7 earthquakes on the PHT, the coseismic development of 1- to 2-mhigh, 
≤125 m-wide fold scarps, such as those observed at the Carfax site, will greatly 
disrupt any infrastructure built across the zone of active folding. Recognition of these 
narrow zones of co-seismic folding indicates that blind thrust faults represent as 
significant a surface-deformation hazard as faults that breach the surface. 
 
Please see also the following: 
 
Loss Estimates for a Puente Hills Blind-Thrust Earthquake in Los Angeles, California  
Seligson, Et Al, May 2005 
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/70029508 
 
Here’s an excerpt from the abstract: 
 
Based on OpenSHA and HAZUS-MH, we present loss estimates for an earthquake rupture on 
the recently identified Puente Hills blind-thrust fault beneath Los Angeles. Given a range of 
possible magnitudes and ground motion models, and presuming a full fault rupture, we estimate 
the total economic loss to be between $82 and $252 billion. This range is not only considerably 
higher than a previous estimate of $69 billion, but also implies the event would be the costliest 
disaster in U.S. history. The analysis has also provided the following predictions: 3,000-18,000 
fatalities, 142,000-735,000 displaced households, 42,000-211,000 in need of short-term public 
shelter, and 30,000-99,000 tons of debris generated. Finally, we show that the choice of ground 
motion model can be more influential than the earthquake magnitude, and that reducing this 
epistemic uncertainty (e.g., via model improvement and/or rejection) could reduce the 
uncertainty of the loss estimates by up to a factor of two. We note that a full Puente Hills fault 
rupture is a rare event (once every ???3,000 years), and that other seismic sources pose 
significant risk as well. ?? 2005, Earthquake Engineering Research Institute. 
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From: Lydia Moreno
Sent: 1/17/2023 5:53:46 PM
To: "LAART@metro.net" <LAART@metro.net>
Subject: Stop the Gondola

Mr.  Zelmer, Deputy Executive Officer,
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority,

As a member of the Solano Canyon community, I am AGAINST this proposed gondola our historic
neighborhood. I am concerned about our neighborhood’s historic infrastructure, our neighbor’s
privacy, our safety, and public costs associated with this project. 
Our community didn't ask for this project. The project will require the use of public rights of way, public
airspace, and public lands for the placement of multiple towers with suspended cars intended to move
a few thousand people in each direction between Union Station and Dodger Stadium for games and
events. 
We know this is not about Dodger fans, this is Frank McCourt making money. Why is the city and the
agencies silent in the fact that a millionaire kept land taken with the power of eminent domain? While
other cities are doing the right thing, the city of LA is silent in the land stolen from people in the
ravines, and then sold to a private corporation, further divided and kept by Frank McCourt.
LA should focus on fixing public transportation to and from the stadium. The city of Los Angeles
should stop handing out sweetheart deals to millionaires. Metro has a line in Chinatown already, why
not connect it to the stadium?  This, in and of itself, is an idication that Metro is looking the other way
for Frank McCourt.  Building a project of this magnitude when the Dodgers only have 81 home games
a year and limited events is a waste of taxpayer dollars. What else is McCourt and Metro not telling
us?
Do this community right for the first time.  You took our land, to put a stadium, them a freeway, then a
toxic dump, more freeways. Keep this gondola away from our community. 

L.A. Moreno
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From: Elvin Vu <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2022, 10:35 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
 
I'm a huge baseball fan and a frequent metro rider. I think the gondola is a gimmick that is unnecessary. 
You already have the busses from union statiom. There are Bars and other services at union, why do you 
need a gondola at la state park? Doesn't make sense. Keep la state park separate from baseball fans. 
 
I think the busses are great and there isn't a need for another useless "angels flight" 
 
If anything, why not make the walk to dodgers stadium better? Clean up the bridge across the free way 
and or create more lights and stairs to climb the hill. 
 
Go busses and walking to the game. No on the gondola. 
 
Elvin Vu 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90031 
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From: Angela Davis <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2022, 9:19 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 
 
Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 
 
I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). This is not environmentally valid. 
 
Angela Davis 

 
 

Los Angeles , California 90062 
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From: Anna Gruben
Sent: 1/17/2023 7:42:27 PM
To: "laart@metro.net" <laart@metro.net>
Subject: Stop the Gondola

I?m writing in strong opposition to the proposed gondola project. My 7-year-old attends an outdoor
school that frequently meets at LA State Historic Park. This is after months of struggling at a more
traditional school. He is thrilled to be there. A gondola would seriously threaten the safety, beauty and
quality-of-life of this space. Gondola cars flying 26 feet over the park is one of many concerns that are
not addressed adequately by DEIR. This project needs to be stopped.

Sincerely,
Anna
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From: Valerie Veator <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 11:28 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). LA needs to stop kicking the cab down the road - we need meaningful improvements 
made to our traffic patterns and infrastructure instead of this gimmick of a “solution” - a gondola does 
NOT serve this community in the least. 

Valerie Veator 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
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From: Michael Steinborn <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 11:24 AM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). We need more investment in actual public transit, not sports-driven development. 
Like the Olympic bid, this project has been rammed through with no public input because the public, 
when learning all the facts, would reject it. STOP THE GONDOLA! 

Michael Steinborn 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90042 
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From: Lydia M Garcia <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 12:13 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 

Lydia M Garcia 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
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From: Jacqueline  Calvache <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 1:14 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). I was born and raised in the Eastside of Los Angeles and I’ve worked in the community 
all of my adult life. I will be impacted everyday if this project moves into motion, my daily commute will 
be impacted as I drive through Chinatown and Union Station daily. I see firsthand the needs of these 
communities and I am sick and tired of seeing community neglected and cast off for monetary gain. This 
gondola is not for the people of LA. This does not reflect the needs of this community, stop displacing 
people and do not proceed with this project. Listen to the needs of community and do better. We do 
not want this project, we do not need this. We need cleaner air and affordable housing. This project will 
do the opposite of that, it will continue the rapid gentrification of our neighborhoods and the pollution 
of an already over polluted community. Do better by your people and this community. We do not bleed 
blue. We bleed red. Stop the violence and stop the gondola. 

Jacqueline Calvache 
 

 
La Puente , California 91744 
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From: Isabel Frampton Wade
Sent: 1/17/2023 9:23:40 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA Art) Project DEIR

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing to submit public comment on the matter of LAART. I would like
to voice my strong opposition to this project. As a resident of Echo Park
and a garden manager at the Solano Canyon Community Garden, I know how
disastrous this project would be to our community's quality of life. Time
and again the communities of Chavez Ravine, Solano Canyon, and Echo Park
have been sacrificed for the benefit of Dodger stadium, and it is time that
the city put a stop to this destructive land grab.

There are several reasons I am concerned about this project. A major one
concerns traffic. The surrounding neighborhoods to the proposed Gondola
project already suffer from congested traffic and gridlocked cars on every
home day game. As I have witnessed on numerous occasions, visitors to
Dodger Stadium unfortunately lack basic respect for the communities they
are traveling through and parking in. This includes littering, being loud,
making dangerous traffic maneuvers. The Gondola project will exacerbate,
not ameliorate, this problem. It will also directly negatively impact the
LA State Historic Park, a cultural gem for everyone who visits it. The
project plans to cut down many mature trees in the park, which is a
horrible idea for a city that suffers from terrible lack of shade resources
impacting its poorest communities. Finally, giving this project a green
light would lead to further speculative land grabs in the surrounding
areas, which have already suffered at the hands of developers driving rent
prices up.

At a time when Angelenos are fed up with the lack of public transportation
in our city, it is an utter embarrassment and profound negligence to think
the city would approve a project for a "public transportation" option that
would only benefit visitors to a baseball game. Please consider how
detrimental this project would be to all the city, and say no to
developers.

Best,

Isabel Frampton Wade

--
Isabel Frampton Wade
PhD Candidate, Department of Art History
University of Southern California
she/her/hers
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From: David Michel <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 1:11 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). Community residents deserve to have an input in large projects like this. This project 
would worsen issues like pollution in communities that have historically been ignored by LA Metro. 
These injustices cannot continue. 

David Michel 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90011 
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From: lauren woodrow <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 2:19 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). I''m a resident of the Dodger stadium neighborhood and know the current traffic 
patterns well. It isn''t great, but this proposal only seems to benefit Gondola investors hoping to make a 
profit from the Gondola itself or future related developments. Any claims of alleviating traffic or helping 
the surrounding communities are a sham. 

The idea that funneling traffic into Chinatown to solve current traffic jams isn''t sound. It is simply 
relocating the traffic to an already congested area. The streets around Union station are already 
jammed, especially during commuting hours. Dodger games and concerts coincide with the evening 
commute for so much of the year that this traffic seems likely to be worse than current conditions. 

The development of a Gondola will burden Chinatown, a community already struggling with 
gentrification, with additional rent hikes and elderly displacement. Not to mention the prospect of new 
commercial and luxury residential developments that are likely to follow the Gondola, further pushing 
out current residents. 

lauren woodrow 
 

 
los angeles, California 90026 
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From: Naoko Ward <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 1:38 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). 
The gondola will only lead to further gentrification of Chinatown, harming the elders who have lived 
there for years. The community does not want this. 

Naoko Ward 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90026 
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From: Alexandra Abdel-Malek <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 1:34 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

Good afternoon, I'm writing to ask that you vote against the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project 
("The Gondola") at Dodger Stadium. 

This project would displace traffic from Dodger Stadium by placing the burden and environmental on 
residents of Chinatown. This would disrupt the community and is a huge waste of time and resources for 
something that doesn't truly count as public transit. In reality we need serious investment in public 
transit across Los Angeles County in order to ease our massive traffic problem. 

This project will also cause a spike in housing costs, displacement, and gentrification in Chinatown, 
whose residents need more housing security, not less. 

Alexandra Abdel-Malek 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90068 
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From: Paul Guijarro
Sent: 1/17/2023 9:32:43 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at
Dodger Stadium).
The proposed gondola’s station in front of one of our most historic and beautiful buildings, Union
Station, will be completely blocked from all viewing angles from the Pueblo and from Alameda St. This
is unacceptable. No structure should block views of Union Station or the Historic Pueblo.
Don’t fuck up the area around the Historic Pueblo, Union Station and the LA Historic State Park with a
gondola that would just be visual and actual blight. Build a subway from union Station to Dodger
stadium instead, just like New York City has a dedicated short subway line between Times Square
and Grand Central Station.
Do not allow the gondola to be built.

Regards,
Boyle Heights Resident
Paul Guijarro
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From: Nina Kagan
Sent: 1/17/2023 10:32:07 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit [LA ART] Project DEIR

I am writing today to voice my strong opposition to the LAART project as a
representative of the Crenshaw/Slauson community. I, Nina Kagan, will be
impacted by this project for a wide array of reasons.

My primary concern of this project is it’s exceptional cost and few
benefits for the vast majority of metro riders. As someone who frequently
uses the expo, red and purple lines, I feel like it is ridiculous to focus
energy on a project that serves exclusively dodgers stadium, because it
does so little to incentivize average commuters to use public
transportation. If anything, the project looks to push traffic for Dodger’s
Stadium outside of the area into surrounding areas, while providing no
feasible utility for most people, who want to get from home to work with
ease.

I’ve taken metro for the past decade, and although bus systems have gotten
marginally better over time, the infrequencies of service on important
routes (Vermont for example) make connecting between the city difficult and
inconvenient. The goal of our cities infrastructure should be to get people
where they need to be safely, affordably, and environmentally soundly.

The proposed project will be visually distracting in the overall skyline,
and will bring more tailpipe emissions into communities, with new drivers
(WHICH PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION SHOULD BE ELIMINATING). This project does
little to support the mobility of the public, and quite honestly it’s an
offensive reminder of the failure of the city to build the affordable
housing project Elysian Park Heights on the land that the Dodger’s stadium
now sits on.

Why should I as a taxpayer be forced to foot the bill for something so
overtly offensive to me? I’ve put up with getting screamed at, harassed and
watched people openly smoke crack on the Red Line, and yet I continued to
take transit, because I found something positive in the lack of emissions
public transit options offer in comparison to driving.

Metro should be transparent in their policies. If you don’t care about poor
people that’s horrible but not surprising. What is offensive is asking us
to foot the bill so you can show rich people what your city has to offer to
rich clients by the time the 2028 Olympic bid rolls around. It’s
ridiculous, it’s shady and it’s downright evil.

No metro projects should go forward without community input PERIOD.

Please cancel this project,

Nina Kagan
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From: Rachel Sumekh <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 2:48 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

Hi, 

I am a part of the LA28 Olympics Creator group. I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles 
Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at Dodger Stadium). This wont reduce traffic or green house 
emissions. We need so many projects in LA, this isn't one. 

Rachel Sumekh 
 

 
woodland hills, California 91364 
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From: Victoria Steele
Sent: 1/17/2023 10:32:53 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Comments on the Gondola Proposal

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on a project that will affect those of us who live in
Chinatown. Attached is a PDF version for your convenience.

I am a resident of Metro@Chinatown Senior Lofts and have been a Metro rider for decades. My main
concerns are as follows:

Privacy

The gondola will be going over or near residential areas, allowing a view of outdoor community areas
in apartment complexes and the backyard of homes, hopefully not through windows or skylights.
Those who like to take photographs or shoot video will do so. These photographs and videos could
then be posted on social media.

Fogging the windows will frustrate whose who want to take photographs and expect to be able to do
so. Not fogging the windows will eliminate privacy for residents. This transit system should never be
build over or near current residential areas.

Trust is a big issue these days. People with authority say something one day, only to be proven to be
liars months later. You say that you will fog the windows when near apartment buildings and houses.
But will you do so if tourists with cameras are willing to pay $30 for a ride? Once you have your system
built, will you keep your promises?

Aesthetics

The modern station design is not appropriate when in the vicinity of historic buildings such as Union
Station and those at El Pueblo. The birthplace of our city deserves more respect than this.

The drawings of the Chinatown Station were not adequate to give a good sense of what the area will
look like. The Gold/L Line Station has a Chinese theme which is appropriate for the area. It looks like
the gondola is encroaching too much into the park. The park is a celebration of nature and of history.
The gondola is neither.

The design of the gondola may look fine in a more modern community but it does not in the older,
historic parts of downtown.

Other considerations

The lighting should not shine into any home or apartment.

The Need

Is there truly a need for this project? How many people are standing in line to wait for the next express
bus? Are the buses too crowded and do many people have to stand? Do some people give up and
leave? Are some late in getting to the game?

These are the people that you will be serving. They would just be changing from one form of public
transit to another. Many others will try the gondola. It is a novelty. But will they continue riding it
indefinitely?

This project is not about how many people the gondola can carry each hour, but how many people
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want to use it on a regular basis. Since it will be disruptive to Chinatown due to increased traffic on
narrow streets, decreased available parking, and a probable loss of privacy, the need had better be
proven.

I am tempted to think that your modeling of future ridership is too optimistic. Your literature says that
the project will remove 3000 cars from the road, but the UCLA study puts the number closer to 600.

With the large amount of parking available at the stadium and the desire of many drivers to drive
there, the first priority should be to improve access to the parking lots and supply shuttle buses going
up the hill before the games if practical.

Second, there should be a dedicated bus lanes both before and after the game. Since the gondola
does not come to a full stop, some people may prefer the bus even if the gondola is built –
handicapped, elderly, a parent with several small children, etc.

There is also the possibility of direct bus service connecting to more remote locations or from other
directions. Is there any need for bus service to Elysian Park hours before the game?

A Further Note

The Los Angeles State Historic Park does not need the gondola. It has the Gold/L Line. It does need a
bridge across the tracks at the northern portion of the park. This is a need. It is not directly related to
the gondola and would be at the bottom of the list of priorities for its construction.

Additional Comments

Metro should never divert money from the public transit system to the gondola since the route is short
and few riders would benefit. At this time, it did not sound like a possibility but things can change.

I assume that none of the structures build for the gondola system will disrupt the view of  the stadium
fireworks for any of the surrounding communities. Is this true?

Please pay attention to what small business owners and managers are saying. I do not know how the
increased traffic and competition for parking places will affect them and their regular customers. These
businesses are important to the community.

I live in a senior building in Chinatown. The increased traffic should make it more difficult to find
parking places. Seniors usually do not want to walk far or may not feel safe at night.

There are many important issues examined in the report, such as geology and soil. I have some
concern but am not knowledgeable enough to make comments. I will have to leave that to others.

There appears to be many good people who worked hard on this proposal, having listened to many of
the concerns, and others who have studied it and prepared the report. I respect that. But I have seen
too much corruption to fully trust in what I am told. Is this really needed?

Thank you for all the effort that is going into the study of this proposed project. May you reach a wise
decision.

Victoria Steele
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From: Yee Ting Huang <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 3:13 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

Hi there, 

I live in Echo Park near Dodgers Stadium and do not want this project in our neighborhood. I really don't 
like the traffic during Dodgers games either, but a gondola is not the way to solve it. A gondola is a 
transit method to get a large amount of people somewhere over a long period of time. It sounds like you 
need a transit method that will get a large amount of people somewhere in a quick amount of time to fill 
the stadium. It doesn't make sense to me how this will achieve any benefit for us. 

Solano Canyon, Elysian Park, and the State Park are also beautiful greenspaces that do not need gondola 
cabins cutting through to ruin that. It is already so hard to access greenspaces in LA, why tamper with 
the little we have already to give ourselves peace and tranquility? I also understand the construction will 
*destroy* trees and local bat populations in and around the State Park. This is wrong. We are in a 
climate crisis and to destroy the environment for such an ill-informed idea is awful. Please just invest in 
proper transit. Expand the shuttle system to the gondola. Inform Dodgers game-goers to get there 
earlier. Anything but this.

I also understand you are not building any additional parking for this project. That means to board, 
people have to go to Union or College Station. So you're banking on existing transit-goers to use the 
gondola. Who would even do that? This is Los Angeles. Everyone knows the majority of us drive 
everywhere, and drive on gamedays. Do people really think they will stop driving to games just to take 
the gondola? That doesn't sound like any Angeleno I know. And I have lived here for 28 years. 

Another thing is, there is traffic coming from all sorts of directions throughout LA to get to Dodgers 
Stadium. I don't see this project proposed from Silver Lake or Angeleno Heights. Instead, it will be built 
on top of Chinatown where the population is largely elderly immigrants. This isn't right at all, and shows 
how misguided this project is. 

Please, I too want the traffic to go down. Gamedays really mess with my local traffic as I'm just up the 
hill from Stadium Way, but this aerial gondola doesn't seem like it will address that at all. It's such an 
absurd idea. I've seen the advertisements too. People seem to think it will be exciting to ride and that it 
will have low emissions. I too want to reduce my emissions when I'm stuck in traffic, but if you don't 
build additional parking, aren't you just moving the emissions from our area to the Downtown and 
Chinatown areas? Making these already run down areas worse? I know I am lucky to live where I live so 
close to Elysian trails, but not everyone else is. And certainly people in more difficult living situations 
should not have that be made worse for them. Effectively, this project is a health hazard. 

Oh, and aren't there only 80 home games in a year? So 285 days of the year, 78% of the year you want 
the gondola to run for no reason? Can you explain how Los Angeles Metro, who we should trust to meet 
the people's needs for transit, to get to work, to get home— how did your experts decide this was a 
good idea? How do you justify this? 

Comment Letter - P608

P608-1

P608-2

P608-3

P608-4

P608-5

P608-6

P608-7

P608-8

P608-9



Frankly, this injures my faith in our Metro system. I just don't understand how the project got this far. 
Please, save the trees, save the bats, and leave our elders alone. Please think of something else. 
 
I do not want this LA ART Gondola. I want better for all of this. 
 
Sincerely, 
Yee 
 
Yee Ting Huang 

 
 

Los Angeles, California 90026 
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From: Brian Smee
Sent: 1/17/2023 11:39:33 PM
To: laart@metro.net
Subject: Public Comment re Gondola

Hi,

I'm a resident in Solano Canyon and want to voice that I do not support the
construction of the proposed Gondola in any way. Build a bridge from
Broadway to the park instead for crying out loud. Surely there's a better
way to spent $300 million than a vanity project gondola.

- Brian

Comment Letter - P609

P609-1

P609-2



From: Nadia Taha <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 3:38 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

Dear Mr. Zelmer, 
I live at the top of the hill where Chinatown meets Echo Park, right up against Dodger Stadium. My 
neighborhood is most impacted by the traffic on game days and during events, and will be most 
impacted by the proposed LA ART. 
I am ardently opposed to it, for a myriad of reasons. Chief among them is that this project is exorbitantly 
costly, and those funds would be better spent improving our existing infrastructure, including bus/bike 
lanes. Developing an entirely new transportation system from scratch is an unreasonably expensive 
proposition when compared to making improvements to the existing transit modes. That the project 
proposes to make up some of that expense by charging passengers -- when the shuttle busses from 
Union Station are free -- underscores how unwarranted and reckless this added cost is. 
What's more, this project as proposed is a ruthless intrusion into residents' lives. Between the lack of 
transparency around the ownership, bidding process and eventual operation of the project and the 
potential for advertising, lighting and other visual assaults to become overhead fixtures in our 
neighborhood, the entire prospect is unwelcome. 
Please heed the local community opposition and invest in improving our existing transit options instead! 

Nadia Taha 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
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From: Alan Pena  
Sent: 01/17/2023, 3:38 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). I do not think this is a safe project to build. What if it falls on top of the people below? 
I do not see safety plans in place that will prevent this. And what happens if it stops and people get stuck 
inside? How will you escape? How long will it take for help to get there in time? And what if you are 
stuck inside and you need to use the bathroom? The Gondola will mess with the birds flying through the 
area too and we need our natural animals and birds populations. I think you should build more buses 
and trains and subways instead. You are Metro, not LAX. 

Alan Pena 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90026 
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From: Gabriela Davidson-Gomez <info@email.actionnetwork.org> 
Sent: 01/17/2023, 3:30 PM 
To: LAART@metro.net 
Subject: Public Comment: Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit (LA ART) Project DEIR 

Deputy Executive Officer Cory Zelmer, 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the Los Angeles Aerial Rapid Transit Project ("The Gondola" at 
Dodger Stadium). I am an Environmental Studies student at Loyola Marymount University and I am 
concerned about this project’s likelihood to break up historic neighborhoods like Chinatown and 
displace residents, which would contribute further to gentrification in which Angelenos can no longer 
afford rent in the neighborhoods where they have roots. I am against this project because transit 
options should be implemented to benefit the communities they are placed in, rather than pushing 
longtime residents out in order to bring in outsiders for sports events. The community was never 
consulted about this project and it is irresponsible to move forward without the community getting to 
lead the process, because this project prioritizes making money from visitors and is not at all based on 
what local communities (where the impacts will be greatest) need or want. Furthermore, a UCLA study 
found that the gondola will not reduce environmental impacts *nor* traffic in the area. In fact, it will 
displace greater vehicle emissions into areas served by the gondola, which are already unjustly 
burdened with pollution. There are other ways to develop effective public transit and I strongly oppose 
moving forward with this project that will not have foreseeable traffic, environmental, or social benefits, 
and may actively harm communities in the affected area, whom were not consulted in the process. It 
would be more prudent to spend this money on transit projects planned in coordination with 
community members, which would best serve Angelenos. Thank you for your time reading and I 
sincerely hope you will incorporate the concerns of local community members into this and future 
projects. 

Gabriela Davidson-Gomez 
 

 
Los Angeles, California 90045 
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From: Ned Teitelbaum <info@plantthevine.org>
Sent: 1/17/2023 11:22:56 PM
To: LAART@metro.net
Subject: Plan for Parking?

*Dear Metro:*

*The plan for the Gondola won't reduce congestion or pollution because it
will increase, not reduce, the number of cars coming into the area. It will
attract huge numbers of people wanting to ride the Gondola to the stadium,
most of whom won't be taking transit, and turning Chinatown into a parking
lot for Dodger Stadium.*

*In addition, **the Gondola will detract from the enjoyment of the Los
Angeles State Historic Park, which was fought for by the communities in the
area, and would cause those who use the Park to feel boxed in
and surveilled from above.*

*Please don't build the Gondola.*

*Sincerely,*

*Ned Teitelbaum (He/Him)*
*Plant the Vine*
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