	[image: image1.jpg]



Monday, August 18, 2008
20080818-0

In this issue:
· I-5/SR-14 Direct Connector Groundbreaking
· Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Community Workshops

· First Place Awards Record Set in National Communications Competition

· Media Inquiry into Sierra Madre Villa Station Parking

	I-5/SR-14 Direct Connector Groundbreaking
This morning, Board Second Vice Chair, Ara Najarian joined representatives from the California Highway Patrol and the California Department of Transportation, as well as federal, state and local representatives at the groundbreaking ceremony for the Interstate 5/State Route 14 High Occupancy Vehicle Direct Connector. 
The project, which is a two-lane elevated carpool lane direct connector within the median of I-5 and SR-14, will connect with the existing carpool lanes on both freeways. This improvement will allow carpools and transit buses to move from one freeway to the other without having to merge with mixed-flow traffic, thus providing continuous carpool lanes and subsequently reducing the need to weave across multiple lanes of traffic.  Construction of this project will also improve travel times for carpool lane users, and ultimately reduce the potential for traffic accidents.

We have programmed more than $161 million in local, state and federal transportation funds to improve this major choke point where two major freeways come together.  The project will take about two years to complete.  Various media, including Channel 7 and KNX Radio attended the event.  Stories are expected to run tonight and tomorrow.

Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Community Workshops

On Saturday, August 16, 2008, we held the first of four Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Community Workshops to increase awareness and seek input from the communities along the I-10 and I-110 corridors.  To advertise the meeting, over 20,000 flyers and hundreds of e-blasts were distributed in the I-110 Corridor area at local venues and organizations in the South Bay.  In addition to community members, attendees included deputies from the offices of Assemblymembers Eng (D-Monterey Park) and Furutani (D-Long Beach) as well as representatives from the South Bay Council of Governments and the City of Torrance.  
The remaining Congestion Reduction Demonstration Project Community Workshops dates and locations are as follows:

I-110 Corridor

Wednesday, August 20, 2008 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Constituent Service Center

8475 S. Vermont Ave

Los Angeles, CA 90044

Saturday, September 12, 2008 (new addition)

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Carson Community Center

801 E. Carson Street

Carson, CA 90745

I-10 Corridor

Saturday, August 23, 2008 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Monterey Park Bruggemeyer Library
318 S. Ramona Ave
Monterey Park, CA 91754
First Place Awards Record Set in National Communications Competition

The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) announced that we received seven first place awards in its 29th annual AdWheel Award competition, including the prestigious “overall ad campaign” category.  It is believed to be the largest number of first place awards ever to be received by a single transportation agency in the history of the awards.  Congratulations to our in-house marketing staff and design studio for their ongoing delivery of effective award winning communications materials!

The awards recognize excellence in public transportation marketing and communications, and will be bestowed in October as part of APTA’s 2008 Annual Meeting in San Diego.  The following is a list of the first place awards and their categories: 

“Imagine” campaign won for overall ad campaign 

“Imagine a Faster Commute” won for advocacy/awareness 

“Go Metro TV Spots” won TV ad/PSA category 

“Miss Traffic” won the billboard/outdoor advertising category 

“Make a Resolution You Can Keep” won the poster category 

“Metro Art Guide” won the brochure category 

“Metro Quarterly” won the newsletter category

Media Inquiry into Sierra Madre Villa Station Parking

Today, Core Media Group inquired about future plans to add parking capacity at Sierra Madre Villa Station on the Metro Gold Line.  Staff reported that the agency does not have immediate plans to build any new parking facilities.  However, we are looking into cost-neutral alternatives to add parking spaces in a nearby facility.  The story is expected to run this week.
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