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	Rail Safety Bill Clears U.S. Senate

Today, the U.S. Senate adopted legislation (H.R. 2095) that includes comprehensive rail safety provisions and authorizes $13 billion in Amtrak funding. The bill was adopted today by a margin of 74 to 24 and likewise was overwhelmingly approved last week by the U.S. House of Representatives.  The bill will demand the implementation of positive train control (PTC) systems by freight and commuter rail operators by 2015.  The bill will also place stricter work hour limitations on rail workers.  We are pleased that a number of the provisions in the rail safety motion adopted by the board last week have been included in this legislation, most prominently, our call for the implementation of a PTC system for Metrolink’s rail system.  We are appreciative of the leadership of both U.S. Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer in strengthening the rail safety provisions in H.R. 2095.  Consistent with the board motion adopted last week, we will continue working with members of our Congressional Delegation to aggressively address all rail safety matters.

Senate Poised to Extend Alternative Fuels Tax Credit as Part of Financial Bailout Bill

Tonight, the U.S. Senate is expected to consider a new financial rescue bill which will include a package of popular tax extensions.  The tax package proposes to extend the alternative fuels excise tax credit, which directly benefits us as a result of our Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) bus fleet.  Specifically, the provision extends the life of the credit from September 30, 2009 to December 31, 2009.  While this is only a three month extension, the significance of the language is that it places this tax credit on the same schedule as other popular tax credits that will also expire at the end of 2009, thereby increasing the odds of enacting a longer term extension next year.
The alternative fuels tax credit was created by Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy For Users and went into effect on October 1, 2006.  It provides a tax credit for certain alternative fuels and alternative fuel mixtures including CNG, Liquefied Propane Gas and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).  The credit is $0.50 per gasoline gallon equivalent of compressed natural gas and $0.50 per liquid gallon of liquefied petroleum gas, LNG, and liquefied hydrogen.  Since the inception of the tax credit two years ago, we have received $40.7 million in revenue from the federal government.  

Should the Senate approve the combined financial bailout/tax extenders package tonight, it will go to the House of Representatives for a final vote tomorrow.  Our advocacy team will keep you informed of developments.
Governor Takes Action on Remaining Legislation

Yesterday, Governor Schwarzenegger acted on legislation remaining from this year’s legislative session.  The Governor took action on the following transit related measures:

SB 375 (Steinberg) Regional Transportation Plans

The Governor signed SB 375, which requires Regional Transportation Plans to meet greenhouse gas reduction targets established by the California Air Resources Board.

SB 974 (Lowenthal) Container Fee

The Governor vetoed SB 974, which would have imposed a container fee on cargo processed at the Ports of Los Angeles, Long Beach and Oakland.

AB 3021 (Nava) California Infrastructure Finance

The Governor vetoed AB 3021, which would have established a new financing authority and approval process for infrastructure projects using innovative financing, including tolling projects.

AB 1221 (Ma) Transit Village Developments & Infrastructure Financing Districts

The Governor vetoed AB 1221, which would modify existing law on Transit Village Development Districts to increase the area around a transit station to a half-mile and require demonstrable public benefits.

AB 2466 (Laird) Local Government Renewable Energy Self-Generation Program

The Governor signed AB 2466, which would authorize electrical rate rebates for local government entities that generate their own electricity.

SB 1646 (Padilla) South Coast Air Quality Management District Air Pollution Fee

The Governor signed SB 1646, which would indefinitely extend the $1 vehicle license fee surcharge for air pollution.

Metro Orange Line Busway Settlement
This week, Metro and the Schimmick Obayashi Joint Venture, the Metro Orange Line (MOL) contractor, signed a settlement agreement in relation to the construction of the MOL.  As a result of this agreement, paving repairs and enhancements that are part of the settlement will begin Monday, October 6, 2008.  Los Angeles City Council offices, and state & federal legislators with constituent representation along the alignment were notified about the settlement and a media release was also issued.  Attached are the documents that accompanied today’s notification to elected officials’ offices (cover memo, pavement repair map, paving construction notice and media release).

As noted in the news release, the contractor will begin repaving portions of the MOL to repair wear on some segments of asphalt and upgrade the transitway pavement to accommodate future traffic growth.  Staff will be on-site to assist MOL patrons to ensure safe boardings and minimize service delays during repair work that is expected to take approximately eight to ten weeks to complete.

Construction crews will repair separate segments of the transitway in two sequential phases.  The first phase will be an eastern segment between Tujunga Boulevard and the intersection of Fulton Avenue and Burbank Boulevard near Valley College.  First phase work will include full depth pavement replacement, including installing a top layer of extra strong “Super Pave” asphalt.  Buses will be detoured onto Chandler Boulevard during this phase of work.

The second phase will be a western segment between White Oak Avenue and Victory Boulevard, and between Burbank Boulevard and Hazeltine Avenue.  Work crews will grind off the top layer of existing asphalt and replace it with “Super Pave” asphalt at transitway approaches to intersections.  Buses also will be detoured onto neighboring streets during construction.

In both phases, the transitway and pedestrian crossings also will be re-striped, and traffic signal detector loops will be re-installed.

Pedestrian and automobile access will be maintained at all intersections throughout the course of work.  MOL stops at Laurel Canyon Boulevard and Fulton Avenue will be temporarily re-located.  Signage and information will be provided to patrons and operations supervisors will be on-site to assist customers between 5:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.  Construction work hours will be from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, except in certain locations on Friday evenings where work will end by sundown in observance of the community’s cultural practices.  

Major Milestone Reached in Construction of the Gold Line

This morning, Media Relations distributed a news release announcing that we have finished installing twin tracks for the six-mile Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension from downtown Los Angeles to East Los Angeles.  The release notes that the $899 million project is ahead of schedule, under budget and has logged 3.4 million hours of construction without a lost time injury, an unprecedented safety record for a major public works project. 

Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority Board Meeting

On Thursday, October 2, 2008, the Exposition Metro Line Construction Authority (Expo) Board is scheduled to meet at 2:30 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors’ Hearing Room (381B) in the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration.

During the meeting, the Expo Board will consider authorizing the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) to:

•
Increase legal services hourly rates;

•
Execute a modification to the DMJM+Harris Contract for refinement of travel demand model for Phase 2 of the Expo Line in an amount not-to-exceed $313,729;

•
Negotiate and execute a contact with Cox, Castle and Nicholson, LLP, for legal services associated with California Environmental Quality Act & National Environmental Policy Act issues;

•
Issue a change order to FCI/FLUOR/Parsons (FFP), a joint venture, for relocating overhead power lines to underground conduit installation at La Cienega Avenue 
and Exposition Boulevard;

•
Execute train control and communications change orders with FFP; and

•
Issue a limited notice-to-proceed to FFP for contract package C1 and C2, utilities and corridor improvements along Exposition Boulevard from Harcourt Avenue to Venice Avenue.

In addition, the Board will Receive and File the Monthly Project Status Update for the Exposition Light Rail Transit Project.
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