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	Financial Bailout and Tax Extenders Legislative Package Signed Into Law

Earlier today, the U.S. House of Representatives approved the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 by a vote of 263-171, thereby reversing its previous rejection of the bill earlier in the week and following suit with Senate approval last Wednesday.  Almost immediately after House passage, President Bush signed the legislation into law.  As reported in Wednesday’s Daily Brief, the financial bailout bill was combined with a $110 billion package of tax extensions, which included a short-term extension of the Alternative Fuels Excise Tax Credit.  

As a result of today’s action, we will continue to receive revenue from the tax credit through December 31, 2009.  We are a direct beneficiary of the tax credit by virtue of our Compressed Natural Gas bus fleet.  Given the fact that many popular tax credits are set to expire at the end of next year, there is a strong likelihood of favorable congressional action on another tax extenders’ package prior to the end of next year.  A long-term extension of the tax credit will be among our major priorities during the 111th Congress.

City of Baltimore Delegation

This week, Construction staff welcomed a delegation from the City of Baltimore consisting of local elected officials, transportation planners, economic development administrators and community leaders.  The purpose of the visit was to learn more about our methods of planning, construction and mitigation since the City is in the planning stages of building a 14-mile hybrid light/heavy rail system. 

Besides Los Angeles, three other delegations from Baltimore were sent to Phoenix, Portland and Seattle.  The LA Delegation was led by Danyell Diggs, Metro Red Line Coordinator, who was appointed by the Mayor’s Office to spearhead the community planning process.  The group received a tour of the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension and also learned about and visited joint/transit oriented developments, station and art design platforms.  In addition, attendees learned about contracting opportunities on major capital projects for minority and women owned businesses.

Measure R Public Information Campaign Update

The expenditure of funds for the public information campaign related to Measure R has been suspended.  The campaign was suspended at the request of the Board Chair.

Media Inquiry into Power Problems on the Metro Red/Purple Line

This morning, the Los Angeles Times inquired about reports of power problems on the Metro Rail subway system.  The reporter was told that a partial loss of power occurred at four subway stations, including Wilshire/Normandie, Wilshire/Vermont, Vermont/Beverly and Vermont/Santa Monica.  Trains continued to run, but with a 12-minute delay on both the Red and Purple Lines.  The outage happened at approximately 9:10 a.m., with power restored at 10:07 a.m. to all but the Vermont/Beverly station, which has power restored at 12:30 p.m. 
During the time power problems occurred, responding Metro Rail Operations employees were deployed to all affected stations for customer service and technical support.  Some patrons were reportedly trapped in the elevator at Wilshire/Normandie.  However, at no time were any stations completely dark.

Media Release on Metro Bus Detours on Wilshire Boulevard

This afternoon, Media Relations issued a news release noting that Metro bus service will be temporary detoured on Sunday, October 5, 2008 on Wilshire Boulevard between Fairfax Avenue and Orange Drive due to the Tarfest Miracle Mile Run.  The Metro Bus lines impacted will be lines 20 and 720 on Wilshire Boulevard and Metro Bus line 212 at La Brea.  The detours will begin at 6:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Metro will post information signs on the detours in the affected areas.

Metro Volunteers in the Community

This weekend, Metro volunteers will be out in the community hosting two major events and promoting many of our transit services, including the “Jazz at Drew” festival, which is a two-day (Saturday & Sunday) health and musical entertainment event near the Charles Drew University of Medicine & Science in Los Angeles.  The event draws thousands of LA residents each year and our volunteers will be there passing out bus and train schedules, new transit system maps and information on safety, fares and accessibility. 
Across town in North Hollywood, other volunteers will attend the “NoHo Scene” on Sunday, an all-day celebration of the arts that offers free theater, dance, music performances and art exhibitions along Lankershim Boulevard near the North Hollywood Metro Rail Station.  Metro Volunteers will be there to provide information to the public on how to use our services, including the Metro Orange Line and Red Line to get around town.  Metro volunteers will also offer tips on how to use public transportation to save money.
Procurement Postings for Next Week
IFB for Safety Glasses & Respirators

We will release an Invitation for Bids (IFB) next week to procure Safety Glasses and Respirators.  The procurement process blackout period is expected to run from October 8, 2008, through March 2, 2009.

This product will support the Bus Operation Facilities.

Any inquiries concerning this procurement action during the blackout period must be direct to and may only be answered by Tanya Allen, Procurement Planning Administrator, at (213) 922-1018.

Upcoming CEO Meetings & Events
Next week, I will be out of the office from Monday, October 6, 2008 through Thursday, October 9, 2008 due to the APTA Annual Conference and Expo in San Diego.  During my absence, Roger Moliere, Chief of Real Property Management & Development will act on my behalf with full signature authority.  He can be reached at (213) 922-2225.  

Upon my return in Los Angeles, I will be participating in the Mobility 21 Board of Directors' Meeting and the Regionwide CEO Meeting.
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