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MTA Machanic Says "0Oul” To
Articulntad Buses

By ERIC RAPP

{Aug. 16, 2002) For Ike Allson
of West Valley Divislon 8, a
trip to France was just part of

the job.

Allson, Deputy Executive & : ]
Officer Richard Hunt and y

several other MTA i | : _ﬁ
representatives traveled to e — - A,

France In March to study new MTA Ika Alisan, whita shirt, Inspacis the underarmiegs of
ariculated buses. The hl.lges, & bum during hia vialt to & French menufecheing company.

manufactured by a French firm, are currantly In use throughout Europe,

MTA Is cansidering the use of the exira-long buses for new Bus Rapld
Trangit praojects as well as for existing bus |Ines, Because of thelr slze = up
ta 60 feet lang - the articulated buses can carry a greater number of
passengers than a standard bus.

Allson, a lead mechanlc who has been : ]
with MTA far 24 years, says he was \ i §
Impressed with French transit AR
SYStEms, ~You dont nead 8 car over
thera,” ha says. "Buses and trains go
everywhere.”

Saaing buses in action

Allsons primary focus while In France,
howeaver, was to see arbculated busas
in operation and dose-up in the shop.
Several features of the buses
partcularly stood out for him.

A spedal computerized guldance : a
system helps the operator come to an |
exact point at stops, ensuring that

:::d":h‘:“t:ul;eﬂmap i i e ——

manufecturing company In FrEnos Indudsd, from

The mirrors, Allson says, ™almast loolk ' Pty Bmcitie Offiowr Richard Hurt,
llke rabbit ears. They give the driver SUPATVissr Yuarns Buriar's Daputy Mias Bohls,

a good rear view without blocking his MTA Direchor Frank Roberts, consultent Adl Arsll,
or her fleld of vision.” Suparvisor Zav Yaroslevsky's Daputy Ssmenthe

Briciaar; and Division Bs lie Allsnn

After vigiting four cltles In eleven days, working from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m,
every day, Allsen was ready to come home. But degplte the Iong days, he
gays he “really enjoyed the experlence.”
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