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In other
actions:

Item 17: The Board approved a
combination of measures proposed
to mitigate the $136.3 million
shortfall in the FY09 budget,
which included $227.2 of State
Transit Assistance revenue based on
the forecast by the State Controller
in January 2008. That amount was
decreased to $90.9 million in the
budget adopted by the State in
September, resulting in the shortfall
of $136.3 million. Other amendments
included measures to transfer $23
million of Prop A, Prop C and
General Fund balances to pay
interest on outstanding debt as a
result of the continuing volatility in
the financial markets and $1 million
for ongoing legal and other costs
associated with the downgrade of
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Board Approval Advances Four Major Transportation Projects

New Board Members: Directors welcome Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-
Thomas and Lakewood Council Member Diane DuBois to the Metro Board

In other actions: Budget items. New committee will focus on Measure R projects.

By DAVE SOTERO
Media Relations

(January 23, 2009) Marking a significant day in the advancement of key
transportation projects in the L.A. region, the Metro Board of Directors
Thursday authorized four major transportation projects to move forward to
their next phase of work.

Metro’s Alternatives Analysis
recommendations – considered the first
phase of project work conducted over the
past year and a half – were approved for
three projects: the Westside Extension
Transit Corridor Study to West Los
Angeles; the Regional Connector Transit
Corridor Study in Downtown L.A., and;
the Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2
Study in the eastern portion of L.A. These
projects will now enter into environmental
review, which precedes final design and
construction.

At this same meeting, the Metro Board
also certified the Final Environmental
Impact Report for the Canoga
Transportation Corridor Project, a move
that clears the way for construction to
begin later this year on a four-mile
extension of the Metro Orange Line from
the Canoga Park park and ride lot north to
the Chatsworth Metrolink Station in the
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AIG under the "Defeased Lease
Program."

Item18: The Board forwarded Item
18, a recommendation to approve
the FY10 Business Planning
Parameters, as amended, to the
February meeting. In the discussion
that ensued, directors opted to delay
consideration of the proposed
budgetary structure until the
economic impact of the state budget
and federal economic stimulus
package can be determined.

Measure R Project Delivery
Committee: A new board committee
formed to keep Measure R projects
on track was announced by Mayor
and Board Chair Antonio Villaraigosa
as key to the management of the
voter-approved funding that will
begin on July 1. 

"The Measure R Project Delivery
Committee will review and
recommend for board approval all
actions necessary to deliver Measure
R projects on time and on budget," 
said Villaraigosa. The committee will
be chaired by Director Richard Katz,
with Director Zev Yaroslavsky
serving as vice chair. Also serving on
the committee are directors Don
Knabe, Ara Najarian and Pam
O'Connor.

Villaraigosa characterized the actions
as "making progress and and
keeping faith with the voters who
approved Measure R."

― from Gayle Anderson

West San Fernando Valley.

“Advancing these transit projects closer to
construction and completion sends a clear
signal that greater mobility for Los
Angeles is inevitable,” said L.A. City Mayor
and Metro Board Chair Antonio
Villaraigosa. “We can and will build our
way out of this recession with projects
that are ready to go and that will directly
stimulate our local economy.”

Project funding will be made available, in
part, through Measure R, the countywide
half-cent sales tax approved by voters
during last November’s general election.
Proceeds will begin to be collected July 1,
2009, and could fund up to $40 billion in
overall transit, highway, pedestrian and
bicycle improvements over the next 30
years.

The Westside Extension Transit Corridor
Study is the proposed extension of the
Metro Purple and/or Red Line subway to
Santa Monica. In addition to the No Build
and Transportation Systems Management
Alternatives, the Board approved two build
alternatives for further environmental
review and preliminary engineering: a
Metro Purple Line extension via Wilshire
Boulevard and another that also includes a
spur from the Metro Red Line in Hollywood
via Santa Monica Boulevard.

The Board approved for further
environmental review Metro’s
recommended alternatives for the
Regional Connector Transit Corridor Study
that would provide seamless travel between Long Beach and Pasadena,
connecting the soon-to-open Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension with the
7th Street/Metro Center Metro Blue Line Station and the future Expo Line.
Metro will now study possible at-grade and underground alternatives via
Second Street in Downtown L.A.

The Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2 Study proposes to continue the
Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension now under construction. The rail
extension between downtown Los Angeles and East Los Angeles is
scheduled to open in mid-2009. In studying a possible continuation of the
line from the future Atlantic station terminus, Metro recommended several
alternatives for further analysis, including rail line extensions via State
Route 60, Beverly, Whittier and Washington Boulevards.

At the conclusion of the next phase of evaluation for the Westside
Extension, Regional Connector, and Eastside Transit Corridor Phase 2, the
Metro Board of Directors will be asked to select a Locally Preferred
Alternative for each project. Public outreach will continue to be a key
component for all projects, and public comment incorporated throughout
all project phases.
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