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Deputies confiscated this photograph allegedly depicting the suspect at work.  Lt. Erik Ruble
notes “career” taggers “like to document their work.”

Sheriff’s Special Problems Unit Nabs Another Alleged ‘Career’ Tagger
By Laura Kloth
Staff Writer

(Jan. 28, 2010) A couple days before Metro’s Gold Line Eastside Extension
was due to open in November, one tagging suspect was allegedly keeping
himself busy defacing a shiny new Metro train and nearby equipment with
his street moniker - “Aloy.”

That’s when Sheriff’s deputies Paul Cervantes and David Ybarra, both
members of the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Special Problems Unit,
stepped in and began their hunt for the mysterious “Aloy.”
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Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Lt. Erik Ruble, at right, congratulates Special Problems Unit
deputies David Ybarra (left) and Paul Cervantes after they inventory the tagging paraphernalia
confiscated from the suspect’s Alhambra residence.

On Jan. 22, their efforts paid off when deputies linked the moniker to
suspect Christopher Arredondo, 32, of Alhambra.

A search warrant for Arredondo’s home was promptly served, and though
Arredondo wasn’t around at the time, deputies searched the residence and
uncovered stacks of graffiti art, cans of spray paint, markers, a Mac
computer, and various other “tagger”-related paraphernalia.

Three days later, accompanied by his attorney, the suspect turned himself
in and was charged with felony vandalism, according to Transit Unit Sgt.
Augie Pando, adding that the suspect’s bond was set at $100,000.

Damage to the Metro train and adjacent power poles amounted to about
$3,500, but “the suspect may be tied to other incidents on LA County
property, and damages could escalate to as much as $30,000,” said Pando.

“He [the suspect] is one that believes in the movement of free expression
and art, except that he does it everywhere but where he’s suppose to – on
private property and public property,” said Lt. Erik Ruble, pointing to a
display of the confiscated tagger paraphernalia at the Metro Gateway
parking garage.
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Deputies recovered more than three dozen cans of spray paint along with
scores of tagging evidence including sketches and “slap tags” or mini bumper
stickers bearing the suspect’s moniker.

Admiring the slick paintings, and fancy “slap tags,” Ruble added, “You can’t
take that away from these guys, they are talented in their abilities to put
up art. Unfortunately, they just do it in the form that’s illegal.”

Arredondo’s arrest, said Ruble, is a coup for the Sheriff’s Department as
the suspect is one of a select few taggers who have developed a reputation
by vandalizing both public and private property in the U.S. and abroad in
the name of “art.”

“This is the type of culture that we’re experiencing even with 30 year
olds,” said Ruble. “A lot of them have money. Some of them sell their art
and there are some true taggers that are in the 30s, and this is what they
do. They travel to different places across the country.”

In January, several taggers came all the way from the East Coast to use
the Metro Red Line as a canvas for their uncontrollable urge for free
artistic expression.

Their quest came to nothing when they found themselves under arrest and
handcuffed in the back of several Sheriff’s squad cars.

Last November, Jason Williams, 32, a graffiti artist known on the street as
“Revok,” was arrested when some of his “street art” was spotlighted at a
downtown Los Angeles art show.

After his arrest, Williams told officials he was making a living from his art,
and had been paid $1,000 to attend the art show.
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