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OMNITEANS (OT)

SAN RERNARDINO: Transit officials have indicated that OT would be placed in a "holdine pattern"
for 1978-1979 because of a potential financial crunch and uncertainties erowing out of a lawsuit
of elderly and handicapped groups against San Bernardino fssociated novernments and other pres-
sures pointing to the possible need to fund specialized transit services for seniors and handi-
capped persons. Directors felt that in light of these factors anv expansions be limited to the
E & H services and possible Freeway Flyer trips between San Rernardino and Los Angeles ot the
Ontario International Airport. A suit has been filed in San Rernardino Superior Court by lead-
ers of a San Bernardino orgzanization for the handicapped seekine to block local spending for
road construction until more is set aside for expanding public transportation services for the

E & H. The suit is against SANPAG and Southern California Association of Mnovernments (SCA%)
which groups had cleared the allocation of #6.5 million in state transportation funds to the
county and its cities. Of that amount &lL.L million was for road construction and street mainte-
nance and the rest for public transit throush OT. Upland Councilman and SMA" official Wal Railir
has stated that OT and the WEST VALLEY TRANSTT SERVICE AT"THORITY have paid attention to these
special transportation needs and that is why three vans are to be purchased as an alternative

to equipping all OT buses with wheelchair 1lifts for the needs of a small eroup of persons. The
Chino City Council has approved a 216,000 loan to OT (requests have also been sent to Montclair
and Upland) to provide a Dial A Pide for elderly and handicapped in the West Fnd by purchasing
three specially equipped vans. The loans would be repaid at seven per cent interest when OT re-
ceives its program fundine from the state, normally six months to a year after application and
the program cannot begin without the money. SANRAG has awarded a €55,000 contract to Ne Leuw,
Cather and Company to study the needs of the E & H groups and prepare a pnlan of specialized ser-
vices. Operating on a six month trial the HIGHLAND AVENUE CPOSSTCWN line began December 5 run-
ning Monday-Saturday hourly between 630AM and 730PM along Hirhland Avenue between Muscott Street
and Victoria Avenue. The service is operatinec under contract to YFLLOW CAR CO. who is using an
all white 12 passenger, eight door Checker station wagon with siens on the sides and two "sand-
wich" signs on the roof reading "Highland Ave. Crosstown Rus". Other routine chances have taken
place including rerouting 9-RLOOMINGTON in Rialto via Foothill, Rancho, Rialto, Meridian & Foot-
hill and creation of a branch of Line 3-STATE COLLEGE operating along Hishland from Muscott to
Lincoln. Line 5 was extended from Lj0th Street north to Shth between Mountain View and Sepulveda
but because of citizen complaints and the narrow nature of the street a further rerouting will
have Line 5§ travel on Sepulveda from LOth to Sierra Way to Le Roy Street to Hill Dr to Sepul-
veda to Lj9th Street to Sierra Road to Flectric Avenue and connect up with the previously estab-
lished routing. The OT Board also endorsed the reduction of service on FTD Line L96-L0S ANRELES-
RIVERSIDE-SAN RERNARDINO which changes were effected Jamuary 1lst. OT pays for the service op-
erated by RTD and can contract for more or less service based on OT's willingness to pay and
RTD's ability to provide. The principal effect of the changes was to reduce or eliminate late
night service seven dayspper week.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY PARATRANSIT PROGRAMS ~Yx

The Los Angeles County Transportation Commission has allocated #128,766 for a Nial A Fide pro-
gram for the East Los Angeles area which will be sub contracted to the EAST LOS ANGELFS COMMT™N-
ITY UNION (TELACU) which was scheduled to start in December designed for the handicapped using
three wheelchair 1ift equipped vans with attendant escorts. Tt is to operate 8AM-SPM weekdays

only. It is estimated that about 7.5%, or 8000, of the population is handicapped to a degree
that use of regular transit vehicles is impossible.

The LACTC has authorized #70,000 for the establishment of the Nlaremont-San Dimas-Pomona-La
Verne Dial A Ride using six vans, three with wheelchair 1ifts. The four cities and surrounding
anincorporated areas would be served. The joint powers agreement between the L cities is a
"relatively innovative" approach to provide a highly coordinated service to suit the area.

The City of South Gate will be providine minibus service as soon as SCA" completes its transit

plan with UMTA. Under the program UMTA will pay 80% of the cost and 60% of the maintenance of
one bus equipped with a wheelchair 1ift which will run seven day a week.

The City of Downey has been authorized to use $%28,00) to set up a Dial 2 Pide system for the
handicapped persons in the Downey area.

The City of Whittier may place a proposition on the April 1078 ballot askine residents to ap-
orove a 10 cent tax rate increase to cover an estimated ¢2390,000 annual cost of orerating a

city bus system ising four large vans operating on a 20 mile loop throughout the city 12 hours

2 day all year long at thirty minute intervals. The proposed fare would be 50 cents for recular
>atrons, 35 cents for students and 25 cents for seniors and handicapped. Anticipated revenue
sould be 336,000 the first year based on 300 rides per dav. The syvstem would serve those areas
10t served by RTD, MONTEBELLO or NOFWALK, primarily portions of the east and northwest wWhittier
ind areas north and south of Whittier Rlvd between Painter and Colima. This area did have some

ITD service until last February when resident complaints of buses on residential streets forced
cheir removal.

‘he Torrance City Council has approved purchase of four Mercedes Renz 0309D buses from a Los
\ngeles dealer for the long delayed Torrance Dial-A-Fide program. Two of the buses will be
mutfitted for wheelchair 1lifts. The buses are unsold new 1976 models.

‘asco Investments d/b/a YELLOW CAR CO. will beesin, Januarv 16, operating a Nial A Pide system

n Fedondo Reach seven days per week at all hours for those over 62 and the disabled. The fare
111 be 25 cents to any point within the city limits but riders may travel bevond city borders

v paying resular rates from the boundary line. Tickets will be available at selected locations.

'he city will reimburse YCC for full fares during the 6 month trial after which rate structures
ill be reviewed to determine if a flat fee can be charged.

ULVER CITY MUNICIPAL BUS LINES (CCMEL)

ULVER CITY: CCMRBL is scheduled to receive $375,505 from SCAR for operatine costs. #56,325
f this amount will be combined with last year's allocation to purchase four new buses.

AMARILLO CITY BUS (CCR)

AMARILLO: The City Council has decided that the recent extension of the line to the Camarillo
irport be dropped due to lack of demand. Only nine persons rode during the month of November.
1is change will allow the return to an hourly headway, it was 70 minutely traveling to the
irport. CCB is operated by CAL COAST CHARTER under contract to the city.

® YOU MOVE SEND 7JS YOUR NEW ADDRESS AS THTRD CLASS MATL TS NOT FORWARNED - DONT MISS WT
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COUNTY TRANSIT (CT)

SAN JOSE: The first three of a hoped for 720 leased buses were received in November
and joined 25 leased Dodge Maxiwagons to bolster the fleet for the next 6 months until
sufficient new Gillig/Neoplans arrive to fill the gap created bv recent maintenance
problems. They are TDH 5105s from TH: FIS THAT AQES IN CIPOCLES, T™VC. of fan Niego

and have been assigned CT fleet numbers L501-1503. Aside from affixing CT numbers é&
logo, the buses entered service (L501 from North Division and the others out of Cen-
tral) in the paint scheme as received which is white with successive bands of brown
over tan over orange over yellow (rub rail and skirt) on the lower 2/3s of the side
panels for L501 and 4502 (which btus was still lettered for its San Niego owner) and
white upper, thin black belt, silver lower and blue doors for L503. Headsign read-
ings include "This-A-Way", "That-A-Way" and " ‘hich-A-tay". 66, a T506, and Tgh 3102=
262 thru 268 (refitted to burn propane) have been removed to the "dead" line at Cen-
tral Division leaving no more active 1,506s (ex™EERLESS) and only 3102s 260 and 261

(ex PALO ALTO) in service at North Division. "ny additional vsquare window" (Ms which
"go down" will probably not see service again. Ry early December 13 Gilligs had been
delivered and the rate is expected to climb to 16 by the next vear. The order for

the first 100 Gilligs for the system expansion program has been increased to 102 to
replace two severly damaged Twins (L7h and 532) (WT 11/77). *n UMTA grant of %761,600
has been approved for retrofitting Gillies 601-681 (now being delivered) with CT de-
signed TE-2 handicapped lift/doors. Tthether some of this order can be modified at

the factory prior to delivery has not yet been determined, but all of the vet to be
built 300 buses include TE-?2 lifts in the %id specs. The new buses have Niamond fare
boxes and route number sign boxes at curbside and rear unlike the Twins which have
full destination signs (remotely operated by toggle switch from above driver's seat.
Headsigns are white rnumerals on red field for number curtain and white letters (capi-
tal/lower case like RTD) on a dark blue field for destination curtain. Fxistine cur-
tains have yellow characters on a light blue field. James T. Pott, Fxecutive Nirector
of the Transportation Agency and head of SCCTD since its formation in 1972 was removed
from his post in late November by County ixecutive William Siegel. Xnown as the
architect of the County's expressway system and as an innovator in urban transit, Pott
had come under fire for the ill fated Nial A Ride program in 1975 and, more recently,
was criticized for the collapse of the over worked, dnder maintained bus fleet. The
Board of Supervisors (also CT Poard) authorized expenditure of #20,000 for an execu-
tive talent search agency to find a replacement for Pott who will be assigned else-
where in the County Executive's office. The fleet reliability problems were attri-
buted by many to CT's policy of using propane resulting in higher maintenance costs
and lower engine dife. The propane vs diesel controversy which has been going on
since CT's formation was rekindled by the County Transportation Commission at their
December 7 meeting when they recommended that the final 200 coaches in the Transit
Improvement Plan, for which a “21.)L million UMTA grant application was pending, be
propelled by a diesel instead of propane engine. In a dramatic turnabout the Board

off Directors followed the Commission's recommendations and voted Ly to 1 to switch to
diesel on the 200 buses in question. The existing propane powered coaches in ser-
vice or in the pipeline (including 131 Twins and 183 n#illig/Neoplans) will not be
retrofitted with diesel engines and the yet to be constructed lest Valley Nivision
will operate only propane coaches due to environmental considerations relating to

the division's location in a predominantlv residential area.

SOUTH COAST AREA TRANSIT (SCAT)

VENTURA: The California Transportation Board in a precedent setting action exempted
SCAT from a state law which would have required SCAT to pay one half of its operatine
costs from the farebox (up from this year's 37%). The action gives SCAT 2 more vears
to meet the requirements but includes provisos to increase revenue vehicle hours from
2150 to 2300 per year, 1/3 of operating costs must come from the farebox and SCGAT's
representatives must advise the Poard in June 1979 how SCOAT is meeting the conditions.
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ORANGE COUMTY TEANSIT DISTRICT (OCTD)

_SANTA ANA: February 12th is the date of the Fourth Annual Svstem Shake "p which was

' accompanied by a number of routing and schedule changes, A reallocation of resources
-" was the watchword as lightly patronized trips on weekday and Qaturdav nishts and early

morning weekend trips were dropped in favor of increased service on Lines 60, 6L and
91 weekday middays and on 57, 60, 6L and 70 Saturdays and new Sunday service on 30,
38, 49, 76 and 143. » number of lines were switched between operating divisions as
21-VALL.Y VIEY and 25-7NOTT/GOLDEN WEST were moved from D3 to Dhj 30-NF*NAETHOPPE, L&
BALL ROAD and 132-0FANGE AVEWTE moved from DL to N3 while 29-BEACH RIVD and 33-MAG-
NOLIA work from both. Line 21 was also changed to only serve the Mchonnell.Douglas
Plant during weekday commute hours with buses staying on Polsa Chica other times.
Sunday service between Orangefair Mall and downtown Santa Ana was started on Line 30
while Sunday service was begun the full length of Line 38-LA P*IIMA #VE, both on a 9
to 5 schedule. Line 46 was extended northward from the Long Peach Naval Hospital to
Cerritos Center via Carson, 605 Freeway, South, "ridley and 186th. . The weekday rush
hour "L" branch of UL9-STATE COLLERT RIVD was rerouted to serve Main Street in Santa
fna via State College, Katella, Orange Fwy, Garden Grove Fwy, Town and Country, Main,
Civic Center, Ross, Santa Ana and Flower to 6th. O"lternate weekday middav trips on
5L ~-CHAPMAN~SPRINGDALE were rerouted along regular r-ute from El Modena to Rolsa &
Springdale, then via Rolsa to Jestminster Mall. T71-TUSTIN AVENTE midday weekday
trips were rerouted from the South Red Hill industrial area of Irvine via Main and
MacArthur to South Coast Plaza. Present Line 7L-LANT™NA HILIS was combined with that
section of 85-CRON VALLEY between Laguna Hills and frants Plaza into a new Line 85-
SAN CLEMENTE-C ANTA ANA VIA MOVAPCH RBAY. Hourly service end to end will operate six
days a week with additional peal hour service between Laguna Hills and Santa fna and
new Sunday service will run hourly 9A-5P between frants Plaza and Laguna Hills. The
75-EL TORO was operationally separated from 91-MISSION VIEJO and also rerouted in
Irvine to travel Jeffery, Irvine Center and Sand Canyon. Yourly Sunday service be-
tween UCI and Huntineton PReach':was added on 76-ADAMS. The former 91 line was ex-
tended into San Clemente to take over that segment of old 85 between Grants Plaza &
Camp Pendleton and the loop routing in the city became a two way operation. 91 and
291-SAN CLEMENTE-SANTA ANA ©3RY/RIDE are now operationally combined. Line 132 was
rerouted in Anaheim via Sycamore, Fast and Rall to Anaheim while hourly Sunday trips
were started on 143-SANTA ANA-TUSTIN VIA 17TH. Althoush originally intended to be
discontinued because of the institution of a Saddleback Valley Nial A Ride system
using a fleet of contractor provided taxicabs (which system has been indefinitely de-
layed) 181-ALICTA-LA PAZ and 182~LAGUNA HILIS' LOOP will continue operation on cur-
rent schedules.

SAN DIEGO TRANSIT CORPORATION (SDTC)

SAN DIE"O: January 30th saw a number of SDTC chanves including comblnlng 6-NOPTH PAP:
POINT LONA with 28-CATALINA BLVD to .be.known as 6 with peak hour trips downtown to
be known as 6A. 9-CORONADO and 37-PACIFIC BEACH were combined into a new © contin-
uing to provide bike-rack service. Line 20-PAYCH(Q R'PNAPNO now has three .commute
hour trips (203) between Mira Mesa and downtown via Aquarius Drive while 21-"TPA MES’
#TOFREY PINES has a new loop within Mira Mesa known as ?21A. LL-POIAY GAPDEN FD was
extended to Mount Carmel High School in Penasquitos and L5-PO'AY-PAMTRAMO-ESPOLA ex-
tended north of Pomerado Hospital and Poway High School with LS operating counter-
clockwise and L5 clockwise. Directors have voted to retain the present SNTC fare
structure in effect turning down requests for free rides for blind persons. . ...

SANT? CLARITA VALLEY BUS SERFVICE (SCVRS)

NE'HALL: November 30th was the last day for operation of a two line bus svstémfin
- the Newhall/Saugus/Soledad/Roquet Canyon area financed by the County and operatéd hy
- ANTELOPE VALLEY BUS, INC. using a fleet of two SDM L502s (UT 12/77).
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TRI COUNTY METFOPOLIT'N TEANSIT DISTRICT (TFI IMET)

PORTLAND: TRI MET Line 5-PORTLMND-VANCYIVEP which serv’ce replaced the former pri-
vately owned VAWCOUVER-POETIAND! FIIS COMPANY operates thirty minute weekday peak ho:.
and 45 minute weekday base service between 630M and 630P and Saturday hourly base
and 30 minute peak inbound to Portland and outbound to Vancouver in the afternoon.
On weekdavs there is one AM southbound, PM northbound trip b tween Hazel Nell and
downtown Portland which passes thru downtown Vancouver. From N’ 78th and M Huy ©9
via N/ 78th, Hazel Dell Ave, N/ 82nd, W’ 9th, NE 09th, NE Hwy 09, Hazel Dell Exit,
Interstate 5, lith, “ashineton, Sth, Proadway, 6thy Columbla, %th ‘Jashington, Inter
state Pridge and regular route via I-5, Jantzen Beach area, Nenver five., Interstatl.
Ave., Broadway, Tverett, 5th, Jefferson, 10th and | verett to Rroadway. '

VANCOUVER (WASH) TRANSIT (VT)

VANCOUVER: A major rerouting and reschcduling was to be effected durine ‘the fall
with one new liné inaucurated-and reroutings to the existing §ix VT lines, HEIGHTS
NOETH, HEIGHTS SOUTH, EAST VANCOUVER, FRUIT VALLEY, ROSENERE and CAPITOL HILL whicl
are scheduled to arrive and depart the downtown Vancouver Transit Depot at the samc
time ( a conccpt now being' calléd vpulse scheduling™). The location of the depot
which is shared with TRI MET is to be moved. Current fleet consists of ten T6H
L,5234s, six TC-31 Twin Coaches and two TDH L512s. Present schedules call for only
the New Looks to be in daily seérvice. #s a part of the transit revamp Monthly Pas-
ses (“12 for regular riders and “5 seniors and handicapped) have alreadv been intrc
duced. Similar to REGIOVAL TRANSIT.in. Sacramento,.Daily Passes. are to.be.introducc
which cost double the one way fare and are good for travel as many times as desire
on the, date of 1ssue w1th no 1ntra svstem transfers 1ssued VT and TPI MET have a
joint fare arrangement whereln ‘the fare between Portland and anv p01nt in the City
of Vancouver is: 75 cents which is th'e TRI MRT rate. “‘TRI VMET transfers are: acceptef
on VT buses without payment of addltlonal fare whlle VT transfers are valld on TPI

”?",MET w1th addltlonal hO cents

: :RrGION\L TFﬁNSDOETATTON DTSTPICT (PTD)

:'%T'DENVER' Fare increases for reglonal and express;serv1ces and for local service be-
"~ tween 7AM and 9AM & LPM and 6PM were effected Jamuary lst alone with a plan to en-

courage ridership thru the sales of monthly passes which are offered at a substan-
tial discount from the cash fares. The five cent transfer charge was eliminated anc
Senior Citizens now ride free of charge during off peak hours. The fare Structure
for off peak travel remained unchanged as the new policy aims to stimulate discre-
tionary ridership during the periods when RT™ can achieve higher productivity .from
the tus fleet. Schediled for completion in fall 1978 the new Roulder Division oper
ating ‘and maintenance facility began constructlon in Novenber. The fac111ty will

_serve as the headquarters for PoulderPlde and intercity divisions and serve as an

operating division for about 100 btuses. The building is located near 33rd and Arap
ahoe. The first major restructuring of RTD lines since its beginning in 197l gets
underway in March with Boulder and the Northeast Denver area as the initial area.
The five remaining sectors of metropolitan Nenver are’ scheduled for revamping by
September 1978 when enough additional new buses are available to make the changes
without lowering existing service standards. The major thrust of the changes will
be installation of a grid pattern placing a majority of the local lines on major
north/south and east/west streets.

"i'“_PRECCOTT-‘JHIPPLE STAGES, "INC. (PUS)

PRESCNTT: As yet unconfirmed it is believed that P''S which provided the only local
passenger bus service in this Arizona city has ceased operations. Two loop type
lines using one tus were operated.
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EQUIPMENT REPORT

Property Fleet Nos Puilder Model/Serial

NET

County of Hilo (Hawaii) 100-109 MM fhenl  9635-8/)158-1167

Tucson Transit System 5501-5512 M Genl 96.0-8/602-613

(SUNTRAN)

SCRTD 8000-8199 M Genl  102L0B-8/711-010 L7 seat, wheelchair
lifts, deliveries
now beginning

USED
Santa Clara County (2380-2389 aMC TNHL801/1L6-155 leased PTD 2380-
Transit NDistrict ( 2389

(LS01-4503 amMc TDH5105/3538,3535, The Bus That Moes

( 3539 In Circles 1511,
5122, 1512

gIIhSSl @1C TDHS5103/5,6 RLOLA 5106 (AIRE

owned )

R R SR

SOUTH:-RN CALIFOFNIA &SSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS (SCAG)

LS ANGELES: SCAG recently allocated Local Transportation Funds to all the area's
carriers including the following: SCFTD “L1 million for operating costs thru June
1978; City of Riverside %180,000 to continue special service for Seniors and handi-
capped; City of Blythe 4111,329 to establish a tus system within the city and sur-
rounding areas - this is in addition to past year reserves of bhoth Blythe and Coun-
ty of Fiverside; City of Norco #19,951 to establish a new Dial A Ride system; City
of Colton “54,175 also for a DAR system; City of Camarillo *133,872 to continue con-
tract service with CAL COAST CYARTER: City of Simi Valley “303,8L0 for both capital
and operating expenses, a portion to be set aside for services provided to the unin-
corporated areas covered by the MOORPA™K line and “31,2L6 to City of Beaumont to
support the third year of its 1 bus 1 line intracity system.
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