Western
Transit

Monthly Publication of The Western Transit Society

VOL. 22 NO. S MAY 198),

NEW INTRACITY TPANSIT OPERATIONS TN LOS ANGELES COUNTY

CITY OF DUARTE MINITEANS

DUARETE: On February 20, 1¢8L the City of Duarte implemented a fixed route minibus operation.
With a fleet of two Svecialty Vehicle Manufacturing minibuses (only one scheduled) the 12.%
mile route operates on a cne way loop serving the citv perimeter and traffic eenerators such
as City of Hope, City Hall, hospitals, shoppine centers, parks, etc. Service operates week-
days only with the first trip at 700AM and the last at 600PM. # one hour headway is operated
with the running time scheduled at li5 minutes with 15 minutes recovery at the Citv Hall term-
inal, MINITFANS is a "no fare" operation. The funds for implementation and operation of the
system are provided as part of the "Proposition A" allocations based on the 3¢ sales tax
which was implemented in Los Angeles County in 1982, The first ten davs of operation aver-
aged 58 passengers per day. The vehicles are painted with a white bodv, roval blue around the
windows and below the rub rail with a wide =o0ld helt rail. The Specialtv bodv is affixed to

a Ford Econoline 350. Coach #100 has ?1 forward facing, upholstered seats, carpetine on the
floor, air conditioning, AM radio for vassenzers and two wav radio for the driver. Coach #101
has 19 seats arranged in perimeter fashion.

CITY CF BAILDWIN PARK FREE SHUTTLE

BALDWIN PARK: The SHUTTLE began operation on October 31, 1083 and is desiened to encourace
people to shop in downtown Raldwin Park by providing this circulator to ret around the area.

The service operates Monday throuch Saturday between 900AM and 600PM on an approximate ten
minute headway usineg one vehicle, a ten passencer Nodce Ram 350 Poval van. The van is painted
silver grey with a wide marcon band with letterins reading "Free Maine ?venue Shoprers Shuttle".
The van has a red interior and red cloth seats, air conditionine and an AM/FM radio for the
riders. On the roof is a sign readine "Ride Free'". The routing travels primarily along Maine
between Famona Plvd. and Los 2&nceles Street and along Pamona Rlvd. between Raldwin Park mMlvd.
and Rogart Avenue.

OAKLAND AIFPOET EXFFESS (OAE)

SANTA FOSA: A new airport operator, OAE btegan operation March 1lst providine four weekday
round trips and three weekend and holiday round trips connecting Santa Fosa (Los Fobles Lodege),
Petaluma (Mctel 6), Novato (Dennys Festaurant), San Fafael (Woliday Tnn Marin), Nakland 16th
Street Station fon reservation basis) and the Oakland International Airport. One way fares
from Sonoma County points (Santa Fosa and Petaluma) are &1l while one wav fares to/from Marin
County points (Novato and San Pafael) are #12. Senior citizens receive a #2 discount and
children travel at half price.
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SOUTHEFN CALIFCENTA FAPID TRANSIT DISTRICT (FTT)

1LOS ANGELES: March 18th saw the last round of service reductions started February 19th (WT
2/8L). Only one line, 687-WIIMINATON-YL SEZNNO EMPLOYMFNT CENTEP, was cancelled tut seven-
teen others received wider headways, usually middavs on weekdays althoush there were weekend
service reductions. Lines affected included ©2/93-L,#.-FIPRANK-SAN FERNANNO, ©7-L0S ANRELES-
FIVEFSIDE DR-SHEFVAN CAKS, 125-ROSECRANS, 16L-TAMPA AVE-FIUP3ANX RLV-NYNARD €™, 170-FELIMAN AV-
SOUTY EL MONTE, 166/168-NORDHOFF ST-LASSEN ST, 176-"LASSELL PAP¥-ALHAMEPA-TL MONTE - 183-MAn-
NOLTA-XENNETH RD-EAST COLOFADO, 187-PASATENA-POMONA, 260-LONM REACH-ALTANFNMA VIA ATLANTIC PL,
266-FOSEMEAD/LSZEWCOD RLVDS, 270-EL MONTE-CEFRTTNS, L70/h71-L.A.-WYITTTER-RPEA-PTENTE HILIS

and LoO-L.A.-WEST COVINA-POMONA. On Match 29th followine a protracted series of nerotiations
between ETD and the Los Angeles County Transportation Jommission and includine a threat by the
United Transvortation Unicn to shut down two heavilv used bus lines, LANT, announced a decision
to allow ETD to increase the mumber of service tours it can overate. The Nomrission is able to
limit the FTT service because it (LAZT") apportions the monev eenerated bv the countv's half
cent sales tax used to keer bus fares at 52 cents. 2us ridership has risen dramaticallv since
the lower fares were implemented resulting in overcrowdins on bus lines throucshtout the countyv.
while service can be increased it will be only a small amount in comparison to the probahle
needs and patrons were advised that there would still be overcrowdine but that thines would be
improving. The service reductions over the last month were a result of the limitation on the
number of service hours which could be orerated.

The F™D Poard has approved testing a new computerized fare collection system usineg farehoxes
manufactured by the Zubic Western Corcoration of San Nieco. The new fare boxes. to be tested
at Division 6 (Ccean Fark) will ascept dollar bills, anv U, S. coin, bus tokens and fare
tickets. Cperatcrs can see the fares in a display window while a disital monitor shows the
exact amount deposited. Total revenue in a fare box also can be tallied instantlv. Tf the
test is successful an additional 760 fare boxes would be delivered bv the summer of 1065. The
present use of Cleveland fare boxes was becun in Nctober 1960 with the advent of the Fxact Fare
system.

Cn Monday March 26th the first of the Neoplan buses was placed into revenue service, all from
Division 15 (Sun Valley. Durine the first week buses in a range from 3305 to 3li85 were observed
and by April 7th 353); was spotted. The buses will be numbered 3300-371L (WT L/8L) and are to
te assigned to Divisicns 3, 8, 9, 12 and 15. 1Initiallv buses were seen on 90/91-1nS ANAELFC-
STUUNLAND, ©2/93-L.A.-GLENDALE-BURRANK-SAN FEFNANDO, GL-L.#,-SAN FUPNANDO, 96-1.A,-VAN NITVS Q7=
L.A.-FIVERSIDF NRIVE-SHEFMAN OAXS, 152-FALLBPONX-ROSCOE-VINELAND, 158-DEVONSHTRE-WOONMAN and
163-SHEFVAN WAY. The buses feature I;3 seats including two wheelchair positions, front dcor
wheelchair 1ift, cream colored interiors with wood erain lower sides, smoke Incite windows that
open, air conditioning, "Stop Fequested" 1lisght, black paint in front area and drivers compart-
ment, double air assist push rear doors, buzzer cords mounted 2/3 of window heirht with extra
cords vertically connected to main cord at the wheelchair positions, two roof hratches, elec-
tronic headsign and sidesign, three digit Bus Fun Number box, microrhone and two wav radios.

Reginning Arril 1lst all weekday service on Line 1-HOLLYWQOCD BATLTVAP™ is now schecduled to be
provided by articulated buses usinz a fleet of seven 1lift equipped buses and nineteen non 1lift
units. 9200-9229 (originally purchased by RTD)are non 1lift buses while $250-9259, late of
GOINEN TATE TRANSIT, are 1ift equipped. The middav ten minute headway was changed to twelve
minutely occasioned by a greater seatine capacity of each bus (averase of 70 versus h3). Sat-
urdav and Sunday service still uses conventional buses, normallv 8300 series PTS TIs based at
Division 7. Previously the MaN/2¥G articulated buses were divided between Line 1 and Line 20-
WTISHTIPE 2NUL-VARD and were used, recentlyv, on weeends as well as weekdavs.

Construction of the new Nivision 10 (East Los Angeles) on the site of the former Macv Street
Division (7L2 North Mission Road, Los Angeles) is well under way and the brand new facility,
capable of holdine ur to 250 standard buses, is scheduled to be open for the .Tune 17th service
change. This division is beinz constructed richt alonz the fan Rernardino Freeway Fxpress
Rusway .




A

CENTRAL CONTRA COSTA TRANSTT AUTHORITY (CCCT2)
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WALNUT CREEK: CCCTA inaugurated several route changes beginning January 23, 1°8L in conjunc-
tion with the driver sign up. First, the two halves of the recently started Line 116 (local
loop in Martinez and local loop operating from BART/Pleasant Hill serving Pleasant Hill) were
connected into one continuous line via Alhambra Avenue. This line is now called 116-ALHAMTRA
AVENUE-GRERORY AVENUE and connects both BART/Walnut Creek and BART/Pleasant Hill with the
AMTRAK Station in Martinez. It also gives two routes in the City of Martinez, on Alhambra

and also to the southeast on Pacheco Blvd. Second, recently started Line 111 from RAPT/Pleas-
ant Hill westward to Holland Drive and Pleasant Hill Poad was combined with Line 307-0A¥ GROVE
to form the new cross area 111-0AX GROVE ROAD/GEARY ROAD, now running from Holland Nrive via
Geary to BAFT/Pleasant Hill and contimuing on to 3ART/Concord via the former 307 routing.
Lastly, Lafayette routes 353/355 were extended eastward from Pleasant Hill Poad to connect
with Line 101 in Walnut Creek on Roulevard Way. This provided the first bus connection be-
tween the cities of lLafayette and Walnut Creek. However, this extension lasted onlyv one week
as residents along the new routing, especially on Windsor Drive, loudly complained about buses
and fumes and narrow streets. Line 353/355 returned to its prior route and GCNTA and Lafayette
city planners went back to the drawing boards to trv and work out an alternate routing. CCCTA
has called for bids on new coaches - for five LO foot coaches with an option for an additional
five. These will be used for additional route expansion scheduled to take effect in September.
The larger buses will be used on some of the heavier current lines releasing some of the 35
foot Gilligs for the new routes. The former AC TRANSIT buses (Flyers and Minibuses) have now
all been repainted into the CCCTA color scheme (Ed. Note - observers have said that the buses
are very attractive).

SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL EAILWAY (MUNI)

SAN FRANCISCO: MUNI has purchased a six acre former United States Steel facility bounded by
Harrison, 15th, Folsom and 16th Streets as the third motor coach division. When the division
actually opens in fiscal year 1986/87 it will be the official home for MUNI's fleet of 100
articulated motor coaches which are sckeduled to arrive in the Bay Area later this vear from
the MAN factory in North Carolina. Traditional 10 foot buses would also be based there. The
work to be done to ready the facility includes a drive throueh area, steam cleaning and bus
washing station, fueling islancds and ari~inspection area. MUNI is preparing for a General Sign
Up to take effect on May 30th in anticipation of the return to service of the three cable car
lines after a two year hiatus for complete reconstruction, discontinuation of the 58-POWELL

and 61-CALIFCENIA bus replacement lines and the opening of the new Army Street Division which
will be the temporary home of the articulated buses. Army Street is located at the former Avis
Truck Depot at Third and Army Streets. However, thirty five runs will actually pull out of Pier
70 because there is not enouch space at Army. 35 pull in operators will shuttle serviced buses
to Pier 70 and ride a shuttle bus back to Armyv. The following lines will operate from Army:
15-THIRD (five base runs and several AM tripvers with the remainder assisned from Woods; 30%-
STCCXTON EXPRESS (all base service and PM peak trippers with AM trippers from Kirkland); 38-
GEAFY (all base, Saturday and Sunday service. Evening and Owl service will come from Kirkland);
L2-DOWNTOWN LOOF (all daytime service seven days a week with evening service from ¥irkland) and
RICHMOND EXPRESSES (Lines 1X, 31X, 38X) - one PM tripper plus some trips provided by Line 38
base runs. There are only two of the Grumman Flxible 870s still in active service 7LOLO and
LioL5). The Flyer buses are due to bezin arriving in mid April and the MAN articulated buses
are scheduled to begin arriving April 30th.

SONOMA COUNTY TRANSIT (SCAT)

SANTA EOSA: SCAT has been advertising for bids from independent contractors to provide fixed
route transit within the county using a fleet of 2?6 buses and providing 50,000 annual service
hours. The contractor needs to provide management, operators, maintenance personnel and dis-
patchers. Buses, equipment, fuel, parts and supplies are provided by Sonoma County. This would
be a one year contract with future renewals subject to nezotiation. Presently COMMINTTY TPAN-
SIT SEEVICES, INC. operates the service.
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ORANSE COUNTY TRANSIT DISTRICT (OCTD) s

SANTA ANA: Following dedication ceremonies on March 30th the new Santa Ana Transit Terminal
located at Santa Ana Soulevard and Foss Street in downtown Santa Ana opened for business on
April 1st. The terminal is now the focal point for transit service in the central area with
eleven OCTD & RTD (L7, Lo, 56, 57, 61, 65, 65, 72, 75, 80 and L60) bus lines rerouted to always
operate into and out of the terminal. Three other O3ZTD lines (60, 6L and 116) operate both
to/from the terminal and along Fifth Street and Santa Ana Boulevard (streets flanking the SATT)
depending uron either time of day or origin/destination. Four OCTD lines (53, 70, 85 and 87)
always operate past the terminal along Santa Ana and Tifth. The facility features partially
enclosed waiting and boarding areas, information and security offices and restrooms. Tt has
been designed to accommodate future high rise development. Following opening remarks by mem-
bers of the OCTD 3oard of Directors a parade of five buses (7illig 4525, RTS IT 31Lh, Flxible
New Look 1129, Transcoach 0777 and Dial A Pide Ford 0365) proceeded into the terminal with L52S
actually breaking a banner stretched across the entrance driveway announcing the opening of the
terminal. The SATT and the street stops surrounding it replace the Sixth and Flower outdoor
terminal which had been the major transfer voint in the OCTD system since January 2, 1973,
Plans for the terminal actually started back in 1977 and during that time the site and the de-
sien of the terminal changed a half dozen times. The California Angels have resumed home games
for the 198l baseball season and OZTD has resumed weekend operation of Line 100-MISSTION VTIEJO-
L27UNA HILIS-ANAHEIM STADIUM and diversion of two trips (one eastbound, one westbound) week-
night evenings on 50-XATELLA AVENUE to return fans home. On the going trips riders must walk
into the Anaheim Stadium from State Collece and XKatella.

COMPETITION BETWEEN ANAHEIM AND LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL ATRPOPT

ANAHEIM: A three way competition arose between ATRPORT SEPVICE, INC., FUNRI® SYSTEMS and
LO'NGE CAR TOUES on March 26th an trips between the Anaheim/Disnevland area and Los Angeles
International Airport. ASTI has been the regular carrier for about twenty years and recently
inaugurated "Ambassador Service" between the points in addition to the regzular service (WT L/8L
FUNBUS calls their service "ATIRLINXK" with hourly departures (1l per day) between their Anaheim
Depot on XKatella, hotels/motels around Disneyland and LAY, Their one wayv fare is £8.75 with
round trip fares and commuter fares (10 rides) also sold. PReservations from Anaheim are suco-
gested although they will transport all passengers subject to seat availabilitv. FUNRUS adver-
tising says "L0O minutes between Anaheim and LAY with Turopean stvle coaches" TRuses observed
operating on the AIRLINK have been MC-9s #8001, 800?, 8100 and 8110. ICT was using their 21
passenger lounge cruisers (deluxe appointed model 10 Eagles) with a 212 one way fare with term-
inals at the Anaheim Sheraton, Marriott and soon to open Hilton Towers. The LCT service was
also hourly. ASI was successful in obtaining a court imiinction argainst ICT for operation of
the service on April 3rd and service was suspended at midnight on April Lth. LCT was promotine
the first week of service with free rides. As of April 1hth FUNTUS was still operating. (Ed.
Note - there has been some controversy concernine whether or not FUNBUS and/or LCT had author-
ity to pick up fare paying passengers within the grounds of the Los Angeles Tnternational
Airport, but the FUNBUS promotional material savs that ATRLINK stops at all seven terminals
within LAX. Tt is suspected that the upcoming 198l; Summer Olympics games has helped to spurt:
competition and our Los Angeles area members/subscribers will likely see other such operations
by the close of summer 198l).

METROPCLITAN TFANSIT DEVELOPMENT ROARD (MTD3)

SAN DIEGC: Oround will be broken this month for the first L .S miles (to Fuclid) of the East
Urban Line, eventually planned for 15 miles out to El Cajon. MTDB has approved the execution
of an option with Siemens-Allis to purchase six additional lieht rail vehicles which will be
similar to the existing fleet except that they will be air conditioned for use on the new rail
link.

ENTERTAINMENT MZETIN3S - SECCOND SYNDAY EACH MONTH AT 730PM - 272 ALPINE STPEET TN PASADENA, CA
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ATIWAYS, INC. (TWI)

LOS ANGELES: TWI has made a number of service reductions in recent months. On Jamuary lLith

the weekend only round trip between San Diezo and Las Vegas via Santa Ana and Fiverside was
cancelled and one of three LOS ANIEIES-NEW YORX VIA ALRUQUERQUE & ST, LOTIS round trips was
shortened to a PHOENIX-NEW YORX round trip with connections to/from points west of Phoenix
using an SMERICAN RUSLINES, INC, LCS ANGELES-DALLAS schedule. On February 20th service in

the north/scuth corridor (Seattle-Sacramento-San Francisco-Los Angeles) was substantially
changed. Prior to this time there were three daily LOS ANGELES-SEATTLE round trips, two daily
LOS ANGEIES-SAN FEANCISCO round trips and one daily SAN FRANCTISCO-MONESTO round trip connect-
ing with a Seattle schedule. Now service consists of one daily round trip L0OS AITELES-SEAT-
TLE, three daily round trips LOS ANGELES-SAN FEANCTSCO and two daily round trips S*CRAMENTO-
MODESTO Zonnecting with the San Francisco schedules. This schedule provides four trips throuch
the San Joaquin Valley and one trip throuzh Northern California, Oreson and Washington. On the
plus side an additional daily round trip LOS ANGELES-FL PASO-DEL RIN-SAN ANTONIO-HOUSTON was
added. This service is operated by AMEFICAN 3USLINFS, TNC, between Los Angeles and Yan Yorn,
Texas, TFAILWNAYS TEYAS LINES between Van Horn and San Antonio and by TPATIWAYS RIS SYSTEM be-
tween San fntonio and Houston. Late in March there were newspaper stories concernine statements
by TWI officials that drivers would be laved off and routes would be reduced cancelling service
to nineteen cities unless unionized employees would forezo salarv and cost of living increases
scheduled to take effect on 2pril 7th. (Ed. Note - since that time that have been no news
stories on this topic and no visible signs of service changes related to the item).

TEANSIT CONTRACTORS (TC)

LOS ANGELIES: ATE Management and Service Company has entered into a partnership asreement with
Private Sector Systems, Inc. and Wilmington Cab Company of California, both of which operate
paratransit businesses in greater Los Angeles Countyv. TC is the name of the new firm. The
nationwide ATE said that the partnership will provide the firm with the opportunityvy to expand
its interests in the Southern California paratransit business which is expected to exrand
rapidly over the next three to five years.

CALIFCENIA PURLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION (PUn)

SAN FFANCISCO: Listed below are apolications filed with or decisions of the P''C concerning
certificates for regular route, charter party carriers or airport carriers.

AMD-CV Palminteri et al dba AM PM ATRPORTEF TRANSTT has been granted a certificate between
Los 4Angeles International Airport and points in Los Angeles County.

Northstar Enterprises dba BEALF SHYUTTLE SEFRVICE granted a passenger bus service certificate
between 3eale Air Force Rase, Sacramento Metropolitan Airport and intermediate points.

R. D, Fobles et al dba EXECUTIVE COACH LIMO SERVTCE granted a Class R charter rarty certificate
at Fowland Heights.

Hearings have been sent for applications of CALTFAFNIA CFTISE, TN7. and M, F. Maher dba MES-
MAHEE FECEFTIVE SEFVICES, THE BI5 ORANGE both for service between points in Orange County and
Los fngeles International Airport.

Another application for airport service between LAY and points in Piverside County has been
filed by C. K. Perry dba SHORELINES LTD ATFPORT SHUTTLE SERVICE.

LORD & MINER, INC, dba RLUE & 3CID CABR has filed for a certificate for bus service between
Lancaster, et al. and Mojave.

PATL'S LINE, INC., a San Diego based school bus and charter operator, has been erante’ a certi-
ficate for bus service between roints in Xern County.
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RESOFT RUS LINES (REBL)

REND, OPEGON: RBL is continuing until at least Mayl, 1¢85 bus service which has been opera-
ting on a trial basis between Bend and Chemult. The service connects with AMTRA¥ Trains 11-1l,
tickets are $12.00 each way and seats must be reserved and ticets paid for in advance.

KITSAP TEANSIT (KT)

BEEMEETON, WASHINGTON: The last of the Fageol Twin Coaches of the T fleet were scheduled to
be auctioned off on March 31st in Bremerton. TIncluded were twenty three buses, both 3L-S and
L1-S models. Premerton was the last known city in the countrv to be using the "real" Twin
Coaches in regular service., The sale was to also include two 39 passenger restroom eguirred
M ccaches with €-71 engines (}10Lhs?) and two others with 8-71 ensines (L106s?).

)
1

CITY OF PHOENTY PUBLIC TFANSTIT ADMINTSTRATION /COP)

PHOENIX: The City of Fhoenix has been advertisine for proposals to operate Nial-A-Fide and
Small Bus Fixed Foute service for a one year period beginnins Julv 1, 108l with options to
renew for two additional years exercised on an anmual basis at the discretion of the cityv.
Phoenix provides a dial-a-ride service in two limited areas of the city for all riders on
weekdays and a citywide dial-a-ride on Sundays. Fixed route scheduled service usine small
buses is currently beinz provided on two routes. This service is presentlv operated by the
Phoenix Human Fesources Department (WT L/83).

COLORADO SPRTNGS TRANSTIT (CST)

COLOFATO SPFINGS: March 9th saw a number of service chanees in this citv. Lines 5-EASTEFPN
CFOSSTOWN, 7-CONSTITUTION AVENUE and 9-WIDZFTEID now operate hourlv service all day rather
than half hourly peak service. Line 3-UNION was discontinued deveto low ridership and the
West Kiowa leg of 6-FUSTIC HILIS-WEST UINTAY was discontinued because of essentially dupli-
cating service on Colorado Av nue (Line 1). The 26th Street leg of 1-MANITOT was reduced in
size and now operates via 26th, Rott, 23rd, Fobinson, 26th to Nolorado. The remainder of the
line was unchanged.

#4448 F 44 8 g AL AEL
WT has received word from the newly formed West Coast Motorcoach Society that they have

secured property at the intersection of Venice and Robertson Boulevards near Culver City
and they will be opening a bus museum on May 6, 1¢6lL. The open house will take place on
that day between 10004M and LOOPM. R=etween the Societv members a total of fifteen tuses
are owned including Flxibles, Fords, Teneral Motors, Macks, Twin Coaches and White.
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