Monthly Publication of The Western Transit Society

VOL. 2L NO. 10 OCTORER 1986

RIVERSIDE TRANSIT AGENCY (RTA)

FIVEESIDE: September 7th saw inauguration of local transit between Hemet and Ranning/Reaumont
with the establishment of RTA4 Line 31-REATIMONT-3ANNTNG-HEMET which operates weekdavs only he-
tween 830AM and 520PM on a ninetv minute headway (six round trips) using a twelve rassenser
Econoline 350/Escort T hich roof van fone of RTA's 700 series). This line, alone with Line 30-
HEMET-SAN JACINTO LCCAL and YEMET/SAN JACINTO NTAL-A-RTOR, are all operated under contract to
RTA by COMMUNITY TRANSIT SEEVICES, INC. The line begins in Hemet at Sears Plaza and travels vi
Oakland, Santa Fe, Campus, Weston, Devonshire, San Jacinto, Pamona 21lvd, State Street (divertin
into Mt. San Jacinto Community College), Milman Springs Road, Lambs Canyon /ral Hwv 70)/Reau-
mont Avenue, Sixth Street and Hichland Springs Avenue to the terminal at San "oreonio Hospital
which is the connecting point for both BANNING MINICTPAL TFANSPOPTATION SVETEM and RFATTMONT NTA
A RIDE. Line 31 is on a six month trial basis and its continuation will depend upon ridership
growth. Initial daily ridership is projected at 70 peorle per day. At the same time Line 2°©-
RIURIDOTX-PEDNLEY was extended into the Pelltown area bv divertineg from the previous route at 3t
and Rubidoux Rlvd via Rubidoux, 28th, Avalon, 30th and Fubidoux to 3Lhth. Tn addition Saturdav
service was added and six day a week service now operates between 6J0AM and TOOPM on an approx-
imate 82 minute headway. On Line 1-MANOLTA AVSNUE-YCR a second bus was added on Sundavs/Holi-
days. Previously an all day 75 minute headway was operated using two buses. The third bus
provides for an alternating 35/7) headway between approximately 1000AM and é00PM. Cervice span
on Sunday is between 630AM and 900PM. RTA's 86.3 million administrative and maintenance comrle
was officially dedicated on September 19th although operations have been rhased in over the las
several months. The covered bus parking area in the maintenance facilitv has sixteen rarking
lanes, each lane being four deep. The 7illies are parked in Lane 1, the PTS in the next sever-
al rows and then the TMC New Looks. Rows 1Lh-16 are for bad order buses. When a bus comes in
from the road it is parked in its respective row and since each parking stall has its own fuel,
0il and water supplies the buses can be serviced where thev park. The new buildines are on the
site of the former facility which consisted primarily of converted trailers serving as build-
ings. Later this month the FTA Roard will be holding hearings on plans to increase fares and
to consider service reductions on 17-CANYON CREST (reducines weekdav service to peak hours or
elimination), 19-MOFENO VALISY-PEFRIS (discontinue Saturday service) and 30-FEMET-CAN JANTNTO
LOCAL (either discontinue or realisn to serve new areas). Tncreases of five cents are proposed
for the 55¢ recular fare, LS5¢ student fare and 254 elderly/handicapped fare. ¢2.00 increases
are also proposed for all monthly passes. The prooosed fare chanees are the first since fpril
198l and trey are being planned to help offset an expected #1.15 million reduction in state
transit funding begzinning next vear. In addition, RTA rlans to ask the Piverside Countv Trans-
portation Commission for fundine increases next year. PRTA has received four additional RTS
motor coaches, presently lettered A. B, C and D and has seven more on order. (Fd. Note - Tt is
believed that these four buses will be used in the Methanol Eneine Conversion Tests to be con-
ducted in cooperation with State of California authorities. The new maintenance facilityv has
been equipped to fuel and service methanol buses).
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OMNTITRANS (OMNT)

SAN FERNARDINO: The OMNITRANS Board of Directors has adopted a new loro and a new paint scheme
for the fleet to reflect the expansion and improvements in transit made over the ten vears of
OT's operations. OMNI is the new name and the new logo features the colors coral and blue with
native egraphics. The letter "O" contains stylized mountains, palm trees, the sun and blue skv.
Puses will be repainted accordine to the normal revaintine cvele with all units expected to be
in the new colors by next Auzust. So far RTS buses L08, 1131 and L0 have been splashed in the
new scheme - white roof, black windows, royal dlue belt rail and alternatine stripes of coral
and blue with white below about the rub rail.

EL FIO RUS SEFVICE (ERRS)

OYNARD: ERBS is a NEW service (January 1, 1086) sponsored tv the Mountv of Ventura Transcorta-
tion Department operating in the Oxnard area and the unincorporated area of F1 Pio east of Mx-
nard. The line begins at the RPuilders Square and operates alone Wason Wheel Foad, FEsplanade
Shopping Center roadways, Esplanade, Vineyard Avenue, Olive, Colonia Ave, Stroube, Ralboa St,
Ventura, Alvarado St, Crance, Balboa, Simon Way (selected trips operate via Vinevard Av and
Central Avenue to Fio Mesa Higzh School returnine to the resular route), Mirna, Felsam Avenue,
Cortez Street, Crance, 3lvaracdo, Ventura, Raltoa, Stroube, "olonia, 0Nlive, Vineyard, Fsplanade,
Esplanade Center roadways and Wazon Wheel Road to Puilders Square. Service operates weekdays
except holidays on a 0 minute headway between 730AM and 1015AM and on a 50 minute headway he-
tween 115PM and 315PM, ERES fares are 50 cents for recular riders and 25 cents for seniors

and because this is a county sponsored oreration transfers are not exchanzed with SOI™H CCAST
AFEA TRANSIT.

SOUTH COAST AREA TRANSIT (SCAT)

O¥NAET: The Third Street Rridee in downtown Oxnard spanine the Southern Pacific Pailroad tracks
is presently beine reconstructed with expected completion in June 1987. Tn order to minimize
inconvenience to area residents SCAT and the City of Oxnard are providing free bus boardings at
twe locations closest to the bridhe--3rd and Garfield and 3rd and 3 Streets on Line 6A-COLONT:,
The normal routing and schedule for 6A will remain in effect.

LAGUNA BEACH MUNICIPAL TRANSIT LTNES (L3MTL)

LAGUNA BPEACH: Peginning September 20 and operatineg until next July 7 IRMTL is operatine a new
weekend trolley service aloneg Pacific Coast Highway between Cliff Drive on the north and Mia-
mend Street on the south chareging the rersular citv fares. Service operates approximately everv
thirty minutes between 11008M and 600PM., One of the Villace Trolleys {Minibus brand vehicle
that resembles San Francisco cable car) will be used each dayv. This is the first trollev ser-
vice offered in the winter months and the first recularlv scheduled service on Sundavs (summer
festival service excluded).

LONG BEACH TEANSIT (LRT)

LON™ 3EACH: There were reductions in scheduled service to and from the Lones Reach Naval Ship-
vard including discontinuation of the special service between Savannah/fabrillo Navy Fousing

and the Naval Station effective with the September 7th service changes. On September Z9th the
LRT Poard con‘ucted a public hearine to receive input on four chanees provosed for implementa-
tion next February including addition of a new route sesment to Line 10-CAFSON STFEET between
Atlantic & Willow and Long Reach Naval Hospital via Willow, Lakewood, Sprine, Studebtaker, Ward-
low, Norwalk and Carson (includes replacement of part of 173), shortening ©1-"FLLFLOWFF RLVD

to operate into the new Rellflower Transit Center and no longer operate on Rellflower north of
Relmont Street, rerouting 173-STIMEBAKER to operate from Carson and Norwalk via Norwalk and
South to "ridley (Los Cerritos Center) and discontinuineg Sunday service on 13-TAST™ THTPN STFEET™,
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SOUTHEFEN CALTFCRNIA FAFPIN TRANSIT NISTRICT (PTD)

L0S ANNELES: A number of major route and service changes took place on September 28th with the
Fall Shake Up. Line 33-VENICE ROULEVAPD was shortened to operate between Santa Monica and down-
town Los Angeles loopinz via Spring, Sunset/Macy, Alameda, Los Angeles, Arcadia and Sprine,

Line 200-ALVAFANO STFEET was extended north and east from Alvarado and Montana via Montana and
Echo Park Avenue to Donaldson replacing a portion of the former 33 line. The other chanses were
in the San Fernando Valley. Line 150-VENTIPA BOULEVAFN was discontinued and replaced bv 161 and
L2Li. On 161-CANONA PARK-WESTLAKE VTLLAGE half hour headways are now operated between Topanca
Plaza and Ave. San Luis and Valley Circle between 62M and 6PM fhourly service still continues

to Westlake Village) with hourly night service until about 11PM on the short line. 161 now op-
erates on Saturday/Sunday hourly between 602AM and 1100PM on the short line routing. Lines Li2lL-
LOS ANRELIES-VENTURA BOTLEVAEDN EXPFESS and L25-VENTWUPA BRIVD LIMTTEN FYPFFSS were also changed.
L2 operates as before between Los Angeles and Ventura & Reseda, thence via Yentura, opanra
Canyon, Oxnard, Canoga, Victory and Topanga Canyvon to Sherman Way. The discontinued portion of
Li2l: on Reseda 3oulevard between Ventura and Devonshire was replaced by NIW Line 2L0O-FRSEDA
ROULEVARD which operates out of Division 8. Ten minute weekday peak headways, twentyv minutes
base headways and all day weekend 20 minute headways are operated. The revised 11?5 now operates
on the Hollywood and Ventura Freeways to Van Nuy¥s Plvd, thence Van Nuvs, Ventura and same route
as L2l: to Canoga Park except for limited stops on Ventura between Van Nuvs and Feseda. L?2h runs
daily while L25 runs weekdays only between 5AM-10AM and 2PM-7PM. Line 183-MA"NOLTA RBRIVD-¥EN-
NETH FCLD-EAST COLORADO was extended westward from North Hollywood to fherman Naks operatine as
before from Glendale to Magnolia and Colfax, then via Magnolia and Sepulveda Roulevards to Ven-
tura Boulevard. Line L20-L0S ANGELES-VAN NUYS-NOFTHRIDGE was shortened and its two peak hour
express branches, 121-L.A.-UNTVERSAL CITY-VAN NUYS-NORTHPINGE EXPPFSS and Li22-L,A.-SUEFMAN 0a¥C-
VAN NUYS-NOFTHEIDGE EXPRESS, were both discontinued. L20 operates as before between downtown
Los Angeles and Chandler & Whitsett in North Hollywood, then via Whitsett, “urbank, Van Nuvs,
Chase, Tobias, Parthenia and Van Nuys to Chase in Panorama City. NEW Line 167-PLU'MMFP STFEFT
replaced a portion of L20 and was extended farther west to Chatsworth. 167 berins at Van Nuvs
and Sherman Way looping via Van Nuys, Gault, Sherman Circle and Sherman Wav, Van Nuys, "hase,
Woodman, Plummer, Zelzah, Nordhoff, Reseda, Plummer to NeSoto looping via Plummer, Variel, Ttasc
and DeSoto. Line 167 overates from Division 8 and operates half hourly weekdav daytime service,
LO minute weekend davtime service and hourly evening service all davs. The route of Line L27-
LOS ANGELES-WCODLANT HTILIS-CANOTA PAFK EXPRESS was chaneed and the li27A alternate route was dis-
continued. L?7 now operates from Los Angeles via Figueroa, 5th or 6th, Will, Temple, Hollvwood
Freeway, Ventura Freeway, Canora Ave, Victory Blvd, Fallbrook Ave and Vanowen Street to Platt
Avenue. FHourly morning outbound and afternnon inbound service was established. FHalf hourly
morning inbound and afternoon outbound service remained as before. The Nivision 1 portion of
Line L97-10S ANAFLES-PCMCNA-MONTCLAIR PAPK/PTNE was transferred to Nivision 13 as it became a
full operating division with the establishment of maintenance capabilities.

In equipment news the ETD Board recently voted to execute an addendum to the currentlv adver-
tised specifications for purchase of 150 heavy duty transit buses to increase the base order
quantity to 267 buses and to allow bidders to supply either a front door or rear door 1lift.

A contract is also beinz negotiated between RTD and Neovolan USA of Lamar, Colorado covering
rewiring of electrical systems, replacement of air conditioning systems and associated repairs
of eighteen 9900 series double deck buses. These units have been out of service for several
months following a fire in one of the units caused bv what was believed to be a shert in the
electrical system.of one of the tuses (WT L/86).

Invitations To 3id have been issued coverine the sale of 99 surplus and obsolete buses (Ed.
Note - it is believed these units are 6107/6200 series Flxible 111-GC-D5-1 buses purchased
in 1966 and presently in the reserve fleet).

SUPPORT THE SOCIETY FY ATTENDING THE MONTHLY ENTERTATNMENT MEFTTNAS ANT SURMITTING ITEMS OF
INTEFEST ABOUT YOUF TRANSIT SVSTEM FOR WT.
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EL Pasn.

PHOENIX TPANSIT SYSTEM (PTS)

PHOENIX: PTS made changes to summer schedules on June 9th. The bis news was a "Freewav
Construction Alert" about the I-10/T-17 interchance construction which will last the next few
vears. PTS added NEW Express 582-NCRTH MOTNTAIN-METROCENTEP EYPPESS and added service during
rush hours on Lines 3W, 19 and 35 to provide a public transit alternative to drivine. There
were already five express routes from north Phoenix converging on the Metrocenter Transit Cen-
ter and then operating to downtown via the I-17 Rlack Canvon Freewav. Four operate via the
State Capitol complex to downtown while 590 operates via Indian School Road and the Central
Corridor. New 582 starts and ends at Metrocenter and adds four trivs each way weeldayvs to aus-
ment the five Tndian School-Central trips of Line 590. PTS made its fall chanpges September ?nd
which inciuded a few route chances. 6L1-SOITHEFN CFOSSTOWN was chanred to deviate less from
Southern and related chanzes were made to two other routes. The 61 stavs on Southern rather
than operating via 7th Ave, Raseline and 19th Ave. It no lonser goes up 35th Ave to Tamarisk
althoueh it still makes the same 35th Ave, Alta Vista, Li3rd Ave, Southern loop at the west end
of the line. 2L-ROESER-2LTH ST-GLENDALE was chanred to include the 10th Ave, Raseline, 7th Ave
service formerlv provided by €1. The 2l used to operate between those avenues on Southern ra-
ther than Raseline. The southern terminus of 35-35TH AVE CRNSSTNWN was moved south from Pu-
rango to Southern to cover the part of 35th Avenue formerly served hv the 61l. On Saturdayvs 35
and 61 are nox thru routed - southbound 35s turn east from 35th Ave onto Southern to become
eastbound 61s without makine the terminal loop of either route - westbound 61ls make the Line

61 loop via south on 35th Ave, west on Alta Vista, north on L3rd Ave, east on Southern, then
turn north on 35th Avenue to become northbound 35s. 19-NOPTH 19TH AVENTE was modified so that
all of the peak hour extensions to Honeywell's Large Computer Products plant operate via factus
Foad. Some trips on Ll-LLTH STFEET CFOSSTOWN/ASTI and S50-CAMFLRACY CPNESTNWN are now thru routed
on weekdays. About half the trips on Ll (weekdav only line with 30 minute headwavs and one-
third of the trips on 50 which has a 20 minute headway do not make the Village Nrive lcop hut
rather thru from LLth Street onto Camelback or vice versa. 20-NOFTH 20TH STPEET was eliminated.
It had consisted of two morning and three afternoon round trips. Rike N Pide is now being pro-
moted with bicycle racks installed at the Shadow Mountain Park and Pide lot and at Metrocenter
Transit Center,

OTHER TEANSIT SERVICES IN THE VALLEY OF THE SUN

PHOENIX: PTS serves filendale, Tempe, Scottsdale and Mesa in addition to Phoenix with its net-
work of forty five fixed routes. All the other cities operate fixed route service within their
boundaries or Dial A Fide service. SGLENDALY DTAL A PIDE operates within the city. The THEMPE
TROLLEY operates motorized "trollies" over three loop type routes, two serving Tempe and one

in Mesa with hourly headways Monday thru Saturdays. The SCOTTSDNALE CONNECTICN also consists

of three routes - SCOTTSDALE ROAD ‘half hourly headways weekdavs and hourly Saturdavs), “RANTTT
ROAD (northbound)/MILIER FOAD (southbound) LOOP (hourly Monday thru Saturdav) and FAYDEN FOAD
(90 minutely Monday thru Saturday). MESA DTAL A PIDE also serves all points within the citv.

CREIRE T I SRR R N I I

WTS/WEST COAST MOTOP COACH SOCIETY TRIP

On Sunday Cctober 12th fifteen WTS and MCMCS members and guests (from Southern California,
Northern California, Las Vegas and St. feorge, Utah) visited MANTERELLO MINTATPAL RIS LTNES,
LOUNGE CAR TOURS and SANTA MONICA MUNICTPAL RIS LINES for garage tours and picture taking
opportunities. We wish to thank Joe Luna of MMBL and Bob Aver of SMMRL for showing the eroup
around and answering our many questions. The day was topped off by an evening slide show in-
cludinz shots of PEFY and LATL vehicles and early days of LAMTA,

Based upon the success of this first trip we are planning more excursions includine a sprine
time Valley Poulevard Local trip to San Bernardino and way points. Watch the rares of WT for
additional details.
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SUN CITY AREA TRANSIT (SCAT)

EL PASO: During September SCAT increased passenger fares and reduced service levels in order
to operate within its FY 86/87 budget of #19.5 million which was the same ficure as last vear
in spite of increases in all costs particularly insurance. Fares were increased beginnine on
September 1llith. Adult cash fare was increased from 504 to 754, child fares went from 254 to
35¢, elderlv/handicapped cash fares remained at 15¢ (the only rate which did not change), ex-
press fares rose from £1.00 to #1.25, monthly passes increased from £20 to ¢?5, express passes
rose from %10 to 450 while transfers were reduced from 20¢ to free. HandiSrA™ fares remained
at 50 cents. Transit advertisingz will now be permitted on the sides of SCAT buses in another
effort to raise money. Previously advertising was onlv permitted on the backs of buses. FSer-
vice changes took effect on September 28th. All bus service was discontinued on the six major
holidays - New Years Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Nav, Thankseivine and Christ-
mas Day. One of two round trips was discontinued on both express lines - 1-FASTSTDNE EYPPESS
and 2-NORTHEAST EXFRESS. Lines 10-ITEP VIA SUNSET HEISMTS and S0-CTIFLO VISTA MALL VTA MONTANA
were combined with a new L0 minute headway (was 30 on both previously). One bus was removed
from the combination of 13-CORONADC HTLLS VIA MESITA, 1L-CORONATO VTIA FECONDTINO, 15-NONTPHAN
VIA MESA (the Mesa Street lines) with a new 20 minute headway on the trunk. Peak hour head-
ways on 23-PATSANO VIA FOX PLAZA and 2L-NDELTA VIA SECOND WARD were reduced from half hourly to
hourly. 30-FORT RLISS VIA HOWZE, 31-FORT RLISS VIA FADFORD and 6L-TIMIA VTA PFESA were op-
erationally combined with resultant headways of hourly on 6L and two hourly on 30 and 31. 32-
FEAUMCONT VIA PIEDRAS and 36-WINHLAND VIA RIO NRANDE were combined. Local service will now be
provided between Fort Rlvd & Biedras and 3eaumont Hospital on [;0-8N VALLEY VIA FIISHTNG and
LL1-SUN VALLEY VI? MCCOMRS. Service was eliminated to the Farah Plant on Paisano on 59-TFEP
VIA FAF&H/PAISANO AND HAWKXTINS and the alternate via 3en Swain Street of 62-PASODALE VIA LAXE-
SIDE was also dropped. In all, ten less scheduled buses are being operated with fourteen bus
operators and three bus cleaners needed in the work force. Tn equipment news SCAT has been
evaluating a Saab-Scania CN11l2 bus as a possible replacement vehicle when the fleet of RTS TIT
buses begzin to be replaced bezinning in about three vears. The bus was operated around the
system with patrons and employees commentine on it. The El Paso ity Council has awarded a
2703,097.00 contract to National Coach Company for thirteen Ford/Escort units. The Fscorts
will be able to carry four wheelchairs and will have brake retarders.

TRI COUNTY METROPOLITAN TEANSPORTATION DISTRTCT (TRI MET)

PORTLAND: Licht Fail transit came to the Pacific Northwest on September 5th as TRT MET opened
its light rail line between Gresham, in east Multnomah County, and downtown Portland. Orieci-
nally known as the RPanfield Transitway Project, the 15 mile lone, %212 million project debuted
as MAX for Metropolitan Area Ixpress. The line will be served bv a fleet of 2?6 88 foot lone
light rail vehicles built by Rombardier, Inc. of Canada. The project dates back to 1978 when
it was approved in concept by the TRI MET Roard with a construction schedule of over four vears
beginning with construction of the Fuby Junction Light Rail Operaions Center in March 19082,

WILDERNESS TRANSIT COMPANY (WTC)

CPAIG, COLOFADO: WTC ceased operations between Rifle and Craig, Colorado this past summer.
The final equipment was a GMC PDL501 which was used in regular service with two Flxible "lip-
pers as stand by equipment (WT 9/86).

EL PASO RAPID TPANSIT AUTHORITY (EPFTA)

EL PASO: The RTA Board is still formulating plans for the transit authority and has vet to
call for an election to establish a sales tax to be used to fund transit improvements. e
consultants report to the prior board is to be refined, particularlv the proposed bus replace-
ment schedule -for members of the existing SCAT fleet.

IF YOU MOVE SEND THE EDITORIAL ADDRESS YOUR NEW ADNRESS PRIOF SO THAT YOI DO NOT MTSE ANV TEETE
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EQUIPMENT FEPOET

PROPERTY

-NEW-

Fun Pus Systems, Inc.

Fort Worth Transp Authority
Santa Clara County Transit

TransHawaiian Tours

Roberts Hawaii Tours

Gray Line Hawaii

-USED-
AMTRAVEL
Sierra Nevada Stage Lines

Pallys Eldorado Shuttle
Nevada Northern
Shooting Stars

Fun Bus Systems, Inc.

Hokunani Cruises(Hawaii)

Hukilau Fashion Tours(Hawaii)

-DISPOSITICONS -
Golden fGate Transit

Channel Islands Pus System

WESTERN TRANSIT

FLEET NOS

BUTIDER

861:6

801-830
(8601-8610
(86L1-86)9
(8650-8693

100-120

2L2-260

501-505

605,607,
610,616
301

303
unnumb

8643-86L5
L

(65

(700

( 70k

(709

Lo6

799

Setra

Flxible
Flxible
Flxible

Flxible
MCI

GMC
GMC
MC
GMC

GMC

MCT

Crown

MOREL/SERTAL

S215HNH/n1030022
35006/07707-07826
30096-6/07752-07701
35102-6/07726-2773)
10102-6/97682-07725
9643 /-~

96A3/--

96A43/FP0l,00113-40k17

TBH53054/135-1));, 116

T8H53054/085,087,
0°1,006

T8H53054,/095

T8H53054/~

PDL107/507

Mc8/-

TDH5103/036
TNHS303 /106l

TDH5303/2005
S8M53034 /225

S8M530l4 /061

MC5B/S9022 117040

AD7L3-11/33896

Cummins L10 engcine
"

1"

101-FP00O5257
Li03~FFOQS 250
L06-FPO05 262
L110-FPONG267
2L2-FRONSO16
21i15-FRO0OSD10
252-FRONS28)

GOT same nos
5RT same nos
T same nos
AT 615
LT -
LTP log
86L3-s1l12, 1w
1060
SRS Ltd 199 (FTD
2735)
Mac¥enzie 65
MTL 505
Hawaiian Scenic
Tours 70l
HEPET760

Saints Christian
Church (c&F)
Church of Scien-
tolopv 790
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WT STAFF
Editor
Senior Stafe

WTS OFFTCES
Edmund Puckley Editorial Office
Ed VonNordeck
Warren F. Quon
Lanny Trapnell
Henry Leinbach
John McKane
Craig Rarnes
Marvin Martin
Bob PRurrowes
James Husing
Robert Figeinbotham

1506 West Nottincham Lane
Anaheim C8 02802

Meetine Location 272 Alpine Street
Pasadena CA 01106

Second Sunday each month
730 PM

Feporters

Femember to send in items of interest from
vour area transit systems for WT
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